
Monarch

Viceroy

American Lady

Painted Lady

Question Mark

Eastern CommaNorthern Pearly-Eye

Little Wood Satyr

Appalachian Brown

4 small 
eye-spots

2 large 
eye-spots

Line

Line

2 rows 
of white 

spots

Question mark

Tawny Emperor

No line

Single row 
of white 

spots

No line

Extra 
black spot

Black spot 
dim or missing

Hackberry Emperor

Comma

White on 
FW edge

Mottled 
HW 

pattern

Less mottled 
HW pattern

White dot 

Dark blotches not connected

Dark blotches connected

Eyespots can have blue centers

Black Less 
extensive

Eyespots 
on HW

No eyespots 
on FW

FW w/o white 
spots or 

black eyespot

HW eyespots 
surrounded by 
continuous line

Antenna 
clubs 

black at 
base

2 large eyespots 
on FW & HW

4 spots 
on FW; 

6 on HW

Likes wet 
wooded 

areas

Spots have 
white, black, 
yellow, black 
& beige rings

Light patch

Spots smaller on FW than HW

Eyespots usually 
have 2 white dots

2 spots on FW; 
4 (2 large) 

on HW

4 spots on FW; 6 on HW

Eyespots 
on  HW

Eyespot 
on FW

Eyespot 
on  FW

Gray and 
brown

Tawny 
orange-
brown

Eyespots 
on HW (not always present)

Eyespots larger than AB & LWS

HW prominently scalloped
Great Spangled Fritillary

Variegated Fritillary

Meadow Fritillary

Dark rimmed spot

Black spots on FW & HW

Smaller 
than GS Frit

Pale 
patches

Smudgy 
HW dots

No 
silver 
spots

Wide cream 
colored band 

between 2 
rows of 

silvery spots

Silver 
spots 

on HW

Lack of black borders on FW & HW

Squared 
off FW

Smaller 
than VF

HW paler on 
outer third

Lacks black dot of other large Fritillaries

Common Wood Nymph Red Admiral

2 large FW 
eyespots in 

yellow patch

Red, white & 
blue along FW

HW dark & 
mottled

Similar Butterfly ID Cheat Sheet 
(does not include Skippers)
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Sponsored by the Howard County Bird Club

Photo credits:
Chris Davidson: Giant ST V; Striped HS V; Tawny Emperor D & V; Little Wood Satyr D & V; 
Northern Pearly Eye V; 
Bonnie Ott: Meadow Frit D & V; Painted Lady V; Spicebush ST D, F; Variegated Fritillary V; 
Common Buckeye V;
Richard Orr: American Lady D; Spicebush ST D, M; Pipevine ST D
Mark Johnson: Black Swallowtail V; Question Mark V;
Jeff Culler: Eastern Comma V; 
Kathy Litzinger: Northern Oak Hairstreak
Russ Ruffing: Spicebush ST V
Joe Turner: Question Mark D;
Kevin Heffernan: All of the others

Common Buckeye
6 large dorsal eyespots

2 small orange bands on FW Creamy 
white band

Summer brood 
shown. Fall 
broods have 
dark reddish-

tan ventral HW

No white 
on FW 
edge



Pipevine Swallowtail

Checkered White

Orange Sulphur

Sleepy Orange

Grey Hairstreak

Banded Hairstreak

White M Hairstreak

Striped Hairstreak

Northern Oak Hairstreak

Black Swallowtail

Spicebush Swallowtail

Coral Hairstreak Red-banded Hairstreak

Spring/Summer Azure Eastern Tailed-Blue

Cabbage White

Orange/Clouded Sulphur (white form)

Clouded Sulphur Cloudless Sulphur

Eastern Tiger ST

Male

Male

Female

Female

Female

Black Swallowtail Spicebush Swallowtail

Giant Swallowtail

Little Yellow

Extra orange 
spot

Spots on 
abdomen

Yellow 
spot

Large 
greenish 

spots

FW & HW 
yellow band

Yellow 
spots along 
wing edge

Reduced yellow band

More blue 
in HW

HW 
eyespot 

with black 
pupil

Spots on 
abdomen

Two orange 
spot bands

Reduced or 
missing orange 

spot

2 orange spot bands

Green-blue Blue

Small FW  
spots

Single row of 
pale spots

Yellow 
body

Tail has 
yellow center

Small rusty 
brown patch

Mostly 
pale 

below

Shows no 
orange

At least some 
orange on FW

Silver spot 
with 2 red 
rings & 
satellite 
spot

Silver spot 
with 2 red 
rings & 
satellite spot

Diagonal 
brown 

marking 
on HW

Shadow of dorsal HW band 

FW small black spot

No silver 
spot

Spots on FW 
& HW

Green-yellow 
below Fast flier

Larger than 
Orange & 
Clouded 
Sulphurs

2 black 
basal 
spots

Round  
spot

Small

Horiz black patch at D wingtip

1 (M) or 2 (F) 
black spots 

on FW

HW below pale yellow, 
grayish white, or white

Black spots/white background, 
more on F then M

Black spot on 
mid FW costa

Greenish white F

Silver spot 
with 2 red 

rings

No tail or 
orange 
spots

Only tailed 
blue in east

1 to 3 
orange 
spots

White mark 
diagnostic

Red spot set 
inward from 

hind wing 
margin

White M or W2 tails of uneven length

Line usually (white, 
black, orange-red)

Orange (M) 
or gray (F) 

Orange

2 tails; 
1 stubby

Orange 
& blue 
patch

Numerous 
white lines 
diagnostic

Blue spot 
capped with 

orange

2 tails Bands white 
on outer 

edge 
(sometimes 

both)

Blue HW 
spot rarely 

capped 
with orange

2 tails, 1 
stubby

Red spots 
along 

margin

Tailless; 
lacks blue 

spot

Wide red 
band; 

white on 
outer 
edge

Large, red-
capped 
black 
eyespot

Blue 
patch

Dark FW with 
few markings

HW can have more 
iridescent blue

Satellite spot

Two rows of yellow 
orange spots

Juniper Hairstreak

White-lined 
reddish 

brown lines

Green

Red-spotted Purple

Brick red spots  
basally & in 

sub-marginal 
row

Blue patch on HW thinly capped with orange

Postmedian line forms a “W” or “M”

Silvery Checkerspot

Pearl Crescent

Pale crescent set 
in dark HW patch

Dark FW tips with some orange spots

1 or 2  dark HW spots have white centers

White spot 
is definitive

Silvery 
crescents

Silvery basal 
band; white 

median band

Orange patch divided by black veins

American Copper Bronze Copper

Thin red-
orange line

Thick 
orange 
band

Pipevine Swallowtail

Single row 
of 7 orange 
spots 
surrounded 
by blue 
iridescence

Eastern Tiger ST Female

Prominent 
black stripe

Partial 2nd orange 
spot band

No spots
 on 

abdomen

Smaller than Silvery Checkerspot

Larger 
than PC

Smaller 
than 

Orange 
Sulphur

Spots on abdomen


