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SPRING BIRD REcORDS: MARcH 1 TO MAY 31, 2002 
BY JOANNE SOLEM 

I EAcH SE:ASON HoNARo COMTY BR> SIGHTN3S /11£ COMPILED NI> Sll!MITTED 10 IIAIM.AND BIRDU'E AN> ,- he first sping of the seccod Mary- FIELD NoTES. � ecmt PUB.r>.mNS FRCME � FOR LARGE MEl>S, ON..Y A FPJICOON CF 
land Breeding Bird Atlas found ·HoNARD COON1Y SIGHlN3S NE PUIIJStE). Tl£ RSXRlS ARE NOT LOST, HOIIIEM:R, FOR n£Y /11£ n£ BASIS 

H:....--1 birders ·-......;,,:.ting ,.,,..,.._.., of the FOR OOUN1Y RBXlROS. Au. RECORDS /11£ V'S.COME[) ND APPREClt.TED. Attf H>IVllUAL IIIK> 1\.ffllS IN 
uWCllu ... v�- ..... ._.. SEASONAL SIGHTINGS RE:EIIIES A <XPf CF n£ COUN1Y COMPRATION. To RECllEST A i:aw ON WHCH TO LOG 

county that often receive little attention. There °''TES, PLEASE CAL.L 301-725-8>37. Tl£ 8QIIRO HA.S RBllESTED 1H6.T A DIGEST CF n£ SEASONAL HIGKJ3H1S 

were S<XIle extremely early arrival dates, pee- seen 5/4 at Font Hill Wetland Pk (JI'v) & UMDCF (4-BO,EH,JS). A m Canvamack 
haps as a result of unusual heat and strong 5/8 at CENPI( (BB,PN). Great Blue Herons lingered on DUKRS until 5/21 (JS). Ring- 
southerly airflows in early sping however, did well. A single active nest was found at necked Duck munbers were modest with a 
below average temperatures in May slov.ed RACRP-thanks to adasing (JMa). The high of 60 on 3/10 Unioo Chapel Rd (MW). 
the migration of other species. Breeding dis- herons at the wildlife end of LKKIT & at Long-tailed Ducks visited TRIRS from 3/16 
coveries were headed by the county's first nearby Vamage Point (VANPT) were� (1-SAr+-) to 3/25 (4-Kl'). Bu:ffleheads & a 
Spotted Sandpiper nest. and a Hooded Mer- doubtedly undercounted because vegetiion _ Common Goldeneye rewarded field trip par- 
ganser female (f) with five duckliqy: for the pevented some young from being seen ti.cipalds to TRIRS 3/16 (SAr+-). A f Eurasian 
second verified county record Amoog other LKKIT had at least 6 nests and 11 young. Wigeoo was reported 3/3 at Maple Dell Farm 
highlights were nesting Great Blue Herons in The original v ANPr location in dead trees on Daisy Rd (JSt.MHa)- h could n<t be relo- 
two places and Cooper's Ham nesting or was deserted, but a new site in live trees had cated after the ini.ti.al sighting. Hooded Mer- 
courting in a JlUIIlOOr of spots, migrating at lfflSl 9 nests & 6 young.(MC,HZ)_ gamers reached a peak of 17 on 3/22 at Wa:- 
Scn,. in *"" .loc:aticlos, ·· 1-ic.la&·B1tlierns :t · - · ''iumra · Swam mowd north 3/11 terford Fann (MW). A f with 5 duckliqy: at 
five sites, a f Eumian Wigeon, a f Dickcis- Manahan Drive ru A 1'JUlJ\ (12-BO) to 3/21 RACRP 5/1 was just the second verified 
sel, andapos.gbleMississippiKite. Definitely CENPI{ (53-B0):��;3/17 peak of 95 at county nesting & a \Wlcome atlas rec:a:d (JS). 
anexciti.ngsixing. Alpha Ridge Pk (JW) & 85 at UMOCF The 1ast 3 Common Merg;mes were noted 

Common Loons mnnbers peaked over (BO)S,RC,EH,HZ). 419 on TRIRS (JS.KT), after having reached a 
Schooley Mill Parle (SLMLP) on 4120 with Duck migration was generally unre- sea50l1al high of 212 on 3/6 at Brighton Dam 
310+- (DOI+), while 1 on 5/11 at Duckett marl<able. The most Gadwa1ls were counted (KS). Red-breastedM� were reported 
Reservoir (DUKRS) was the 1ast (JC)S). The on 3/15 with 10 at RACRP (SAr) & 1 at the twice: 3/3 CENPK (1-80) & 3/15 I.KELK (1 
season's high of 5 Pied-billed Grebes was at Daisy Rd Pond (SAr). A JDC of Blue- m-EH). 
Centennial Parle (CENPK) 3/29 (KS). Homed winged Teal on 4127 at Rt 108/Centennial An Osprey 8A)Emed over CENPK 3/23 
Grebes on 3/16 were found at Lake Elkhorn Lane were the last (MW). Too N<Xthem (MWr)� the last of the season was at LKKIT 
(LKELK) (1-J&CW) & Triadelphia Reser- Shovelers were present on TRIRS 3/16 5125 (SN). The TRIRS Bald Eagles nested 
voir (TIURS) (5-SAr+-). An all-time high of (EH)to416(HH,RH). Am Ncxtbem.Pin1ail ag;mi. A few Northern Harriers were sigbted 
87 Double-crested Coonorants rested on was detected at v ANPr 3/19 (HZ). Green- from 4118 WilLI( (1-CN) to 5!3 Alpha Ridge 
TRIRS419(JS,KT) winged Teal were last reported 4126 Landfill (ALRGL) (2-RC). Atlas observers 

American Bitterns were spotted from 3/8 i------------� were alert to pos.gble breeding Cooper's 
University of MD Central Fann (UMDCF) INSIDE THIS ISSUE PAGE Ham. Nesting was noted in Font Hill (GA) 
(l-BOr) to 4127 David Force WMA (1-BO). SEED SALE PROCEEDs!DONATIONS 3 and Hammood Village (JS). Coortsbip flights 
A Great Egret appeared 3/15 at Meadow- were observed in three ether locatioos. This 
brook (MDBRK) (EH). An ad Little Blue E-MAIL ADDRESS NOTICE 3 large accipiter is increasing in the Piedmont 
Heron was present at a wetland on Race Rd and is showing a willingness to live close to 
(RACRP) 4115-22 (JMa). Cattle Egrets can FALL COUNT ANNOUNCEMENT 4 people. The earliest Broad-winged Hames 
nolongerbecountedootoawearamruallyso were on 4117: 40 over Johns Hopkins APL 
the bird at Fulton Pond 5/23-24 (HH) was a MAY COUNT RESULTS 4 (JHAPL) (JWi) & 1 at Woodstock, PVSP 
treat. Black-crowned Night-Herons were seen PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS 7 (J&TDC). Too Peregrine Falcons were re- 
on 5/5 Lake Kittamaqundi {LKKlT) (MJ) & ported: 3/22 Emmaus Rd (MW) & 414 at Rts 
5/31 Wude Lake (WILLK) (1 ad-HZ). Yel- CONSERVATION COLUMN 8 100/108 (EMe). An intriguing report was that 
low-crowneds showed up in Allview of a pos.gble Missismppi Kite 4111 over 
(ALLVW) 4122 (1 ad-MZ,ph., ES) & at Or- FALL COUNT CHECKLIST JHAPL (DH). If accepted, it would be the 
ange Grove, Patapsc:o Valley State Parle (Continued on page 2) 
(ORGPV) 5/22 (SAr). A first year bird was MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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(Continuedfrompogel) first reported4/20 at Hipsley Mill (2-K&DI') (E&JMe). Gray-cheeked Thrushes were d&- 
thinicountyrecxxd & Sheppud Lane (1-NM). Chimney Swifts tected between 5/10 MPENV (HH) aod 5/19 

Three Wdd Tuikey si� were arrived on 4/15 with 1 on MANHN (BO) & Hl'WMA (DH+). 
nicely scattered: 4/19 Woodmx:k (L&LH). 4 on 4/16 over the Columaa Mall (CN). Or- Although a Gray Cabud was reported 
4121 Hall Shop Rd (ES). & 5/19 Hugg- dinari1y a 3/30 arrival date for Ruby-throated 412 W1LLK (CN) (might this have been a 
Thomas WMA (HTWMA) (DH+). A Ncxtb- Hnmmingpnds woo1d be weeks ahead of any wintering 1:ird?). most observers remadced on 
em Bobwhite was heard 4/18 on SheAmd ether (Woodwick [WDWCK], fide MWr), the abseooe <:L the species until May. Ameri 
La. (LK). h is sad that hearing or seeing this but a second early hmnmer was ncted on 413 can Pipits departed eady---the last 4 were at 
species Im become a naable event in the Hickory Ridge Vdl Ctr. (HH). The � UMDCF 4/14 �). Cedar W� wan 
county. Up to 2 Scxm at UMDCF 4/14-6'1 heated Woodpecker tbat wiDtered at the der in flocks until Jate spring. A flock of 150 
raised hopes that they might be lxeeding Middle Patuxent Environmental Area was prese.ot in Foot Hill 4/11 (GA). 
however, despte careful 'W3tCbing. the spe- (MPENV) was la seen 4/27 (S.Ar+ ). Warbler migration was mediocre. A sin 
cies coold net be coofirmed � ). Certainly Five us Flycatchers repcxts were gle Golden-winged Warbler repcxt came :from 
the most bizarre Sora repcxt in some years from 5/4 Wmcopn Neck. Savage (S.Ar+) to MPENV 5/1 (l'Fe). Teooessees were detected 
came from AU., VW 4/5 v.here the rail tem- 5/18 LKELK (JW). The MPENV proved to in a 3 day period beginning 5/8 V ANPI' 
porari1y used a forsythia shrub as a stopping be an exceitiooal location for flycatchers (MC.HZ). Normal Mardi. arrivals were Pine 
place (RSt). (A drawing aod careful desaip- with a Willow seen & heard 5/8 (HH). � Warbler 3/8 (GA), Pcdm 3/30 (BO), & La 
tioo accoo1e11ied the report.) Six American Alder, aod Yellow-bellied flycatchers were Waterthrush 3/29 (RC). Apil arrivals in 
Coots were the high. counted at LKELK 3/9 repcxted from that location on 5/9 (HH). The eluded Blue-winged 4/19 (RC), Nashville 
(JS), with the last 2 on 418 at the same loca- following day an Olive-sided Flycatcher was 4/30 (TDC), No. Pcuula 411 (RT+). Yellow 
tioo (SN). spotted there (BO.EH.JS.HZ.MC). An un- throated 417 (BO), B1ack-aod-wbite 4/8 

An early Greater Y ellowlegs arrived at usually early Olive-sided had shown up on · (.J&RS), Am Redslart 4/20 (DHo ). Pra:hooo 
UMDCF 3/8 (BO), but a significant shcxebin:l MANHN 4128 (BO). The first Great Crested .tary 4129 (SSa). Wonn-tming 4/17 (]Ma), No. 
season never developed. KT's 3 Flycatcher was rather tardy oo 4126 at. Wate.rthrush 4/16 (ES,M'Wr), Hooded 4127 
G.Y ellowlegs 4122 at Larri1aod was high; the V ANPI' (HZ). E.aen Kingbiros dawdled (S.Ar+), aod Ovenbird 4/17 (WEb; J&I'DC). 
last 2 were present on May Count (MA YCT) until 4/18 when the first appeared at CENPK MA YCT turned up 2 Mourning Warblers 
5/11. Three Dunlin showed up at UMDCF (GA). (IDC,,Jl'v; JSh). Wilson's were reported dur- 
5/19 (BO.EH). Low water levels at the reser- Vueos arrived in Api1 as expected: an ingjust one Mele: 5n (JS) to 5/15 (J&I'DC). 
voirs, 'Mlich umally pocb:e attr.K:tive lD1Jd. emty White-eyed 4113 Marridsville, PVSP While ·� "'1ft"sest only 5/11 
flats. coold net be expla.ted throo:gh lack of (MARPV) (J&TDC)� an early Yellow- (MAYCT) to 5/15 (J&TDC), other May mi 
access (the Pigtail & Triadelphia Lake gates throated 4/19 ORGPV (SAr); Bl�headed grants were present for several Meks: Bladc 
were closed). By far the most exciting shae- I 4116 Timbers of Troy G.C. (ES,MWr), & poll 5n �) to 5n.6 (JS), Magndia 5/1 
bird news aod a mghlight of the season was Red-eyed 4121 Dunloggin (DNLGN) (KS). (HZ) to 5n.2 (JS). Blad.dx:nnian 5/4 (BO)S+) 
the discovery of. a S}ded Sandpiper nest, a Warbling Vueos outdid themselves with a to 5/'12 (JS), Canada 5n (JS) to 5/25 (JS). 
first for the county (Rq. The ALRGL site new county early arrival date of 4120 \Wen at MA YCT proved to be a day of peak wadi« 
was documeot.ed with a pbotograpl. Al- least 5 were found at UMDCF (BO.NM.JS). migratioo in the eastern part of the P.ll:ap9co 
though adasing does net emphasize finding Appnently they had been present for some Valley \Were SAr had one of his best migra 
nests. some are fOlllld in the course of field time before tbat as a pair was feeding young tioo days ever. 
work In this case. discovery was a fortunate at the fiu:m on 5/13 for a state early breeding T\W SmnmerTanagers were n<tedaloog 
accident. date (BO.EH). the Middle Pawceot River: 5n Kindler Rd 

Bonapute's Gulls moved thraJgh the HomedLadcswerenotedat4loc.mons: (JS)&5/8-10MPENV(HH). 
county in a brief period 412-4110. The major- BO+; WE� JSh; KS. The middle of. March The last Am. Tree Sparrows departed 3/8 
ity were present on 412. In the morning. 25 brought the earliest swallows: an ememely UMDCF (BO), and the first migrant Chipping 
were on TR1RS (JS.ICT) aod 150 on W1LLK early 3/15 Barn Swallow (fide MW). 3/16 Sparrows arrived 3/31 Manor Woods E.S. 
(HZ). By Jate afternoon, oo1y 25 remained oo Tree Swallow (S.Ar+; HZ)� \\ell as a Pwple (BO.EH). Vesper Sparrows were noted for a 
the lake (EH). The 1ast of the seam1 was Martin (J&CW). aod an early 3/17 No. mooth with the earliest 3/31 Douglas Rd 
spotted 4/10 on TRIRS (SAr). A Great Rough-winged Swallow (KS+). Cliff SWdl- (BO.EH) & the latest 4120 UMDCF 
Blade-backed Gull appeared on W1LLK lows were n<ted 4/6 (HH.RH). � (BO.NM,RC)S). A high of 25 Savannah 
3/10-12 (HZ). Caspian Tern migration was Bank Swallows were seen at4 locatioos :from Sparrows moved thraJgh UMDCF 4126 
abbreviated with reports :from 4/6 (HR.RH) 4n.5 (JS) to 5/4 (J&TDC� BO.NM!-). The (BO.EH.JS). The first Grasshopper Sparrows 
to 4/14 (BO+). Four was the meager peak. last �lxeasted Nuthatch was at MARPV were prese.ot at Western Reg. Fk 4/18 
seen oo LKKil' 4/8 (HZ.Mq. This was the on 4/17 (J&I'DC). Despte atmers' desire to (JS.ICT). The 1ast 2 Fox Sparrows were 4/6 at 
lowest high and most limited migratioo in find a nesting Brown Creeper, the last one MFENV (BO.EH)S). SpingLincoln's Spar- 
m� than a decade. detected was 4/15 DNLGN (KS). rows are umally scarce, but this sping they 

Four Blade-billed Cuckoo reports were Ruby-crowned Kinglets were found on were reported :from 4/1 UMDCF (1-BO)S) to 
received. The initial Yellow-billed Cuckoo MA YCT, but no one spotted any after that. 2 on MA YCT. The ha White-throated Spar 
was seen oo 5/1 at Talbot's Lndg. (R&JG). The first Blue-gray GnatcacMr was 415 at rows were spotted at 2 locations on 5/15 
The first Common Nighthav.b were 10 over Plmn Tree Path (BO.EH)S). A VeJ!:CY ap- (J&TDC� JS). Dark-eyed Juncos ctisaprE:ared 
MANHN sn (BO). Whip-poor-wills were peared in W� (WORTH) 4/26 (ConliruudonpogeJJ 
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CONVENTION KEYNOTE 

At the MOS convention at Wisp, au 
thor and artist David Sibley gave 

the keynote address. In this picture he is 
shown receiving a copy of Birding How 
ard County, Maryland from Jo Solem. 

YOl.JR BIRD SEED SALE PRocEEDS 
AND DoNATIONSATWORK 

The p-qect ultimaely selected by the 

The p:ooeeds and cblalioos raised by the board was the El CllCrogo � inP.mma. A 
Howard Ca.mty Bini Cub's Annual Bild prime rea90ll fix' cboosing E. Ch<rogo was it 

Seed Sale since its inception throogh 2000 have ).XOVi.ded aucial stop,over lm1a fix' � 
totaled$48,744. Thesefimdshavebeeninvested Ba1tim<n Orioles and Golden-winged Wm 
in m.unemJS domestic axl immatiooal lm1a biers, species in decline, and the fixmer, at J.emt, 
c:onservalioo p-qjects. The fimds have been being d9" to Maryland resideots! In adcitioo, 
raised 1hrwgh the effixts of Eileen a.egg. Seed the site is home to 9-10 species endemic to Per 
Sale Ol3innan, andmu:nerws volunteers. nama' s Pdc:ific slq)e. 

The 2001 sale returned $1936.76 in p:o- The p-ogram is nm by the P.mama Aml- 
aieds. Once � Eileen is to be thanked, as · boo. Society, a d:mpa- of the Flc:xicla Audubon 
\\ell as MatyJo Betts, w.bo stood in fix' Eileen oo Society. P.mama Audubon seeks to esti>Jim a 

�Sal�=.:=::ei: ;:�Fl=== 1-- =· = ··= /·=- -='·· =- ··-----:--:----- 
ttie. Wtth a:lditional dooatioos made aloog and expect the Pa11an11Uao Govemmem to E-MAIL ADDRESS NOTICE 
v.itb seed purdlases, the Bird Oub Board has declare the eli:ire 1000 beclares as a p:eseived . 
decided to mvest . $2200 in � --,..,.;- ,..____. · · · · to --..1.1;..i. If you have an email address, 

,._,._ ............ vauuu. area "-U.m:u. plmtl� are QJl'Vey]Ilg � PLEASE complete that line on 
Numemtsp-oposalsfurthefimds�rereived the�'s�andvalue. 'I_'he.Yarealso the membership application blank when 
by the ad hoc oommitted ofKmt Schwal7., Kate � m stewardship, by dM1qing mmge- you send in your dues. There are about a 
Tufts. and Dave Hclyd(e. P1q)osals came in ment pans, hiring guarm, developng SUSlain-_ dozen people who have not been receiving 
from Kmt, Kae. Eileen, Jam Schwierjolam, a,te agriailture, axt education. the email notices that we send out BE· 
S.,.....,. 'D.--·-11 and Jay S'---' Since the...- The fimds ...:-..1 by the Howard r,,.._, CAUSE THE EIIAIL ADDRESS THAT YOU 

,....,... • .DW>wcu �..... tA- 1CU1:U ._.._.., ORIG/NALLY PROVIDED IS NOT LONGER 
too Seed Sale's p:ooeeds and donati.<D have Bini Oub will be sent to the American Bird VAUD AND THE MESSAGES ARE BEING 
been spem on Maryland pqects, the Board Cooservancy's Cooservaioo Coontelparts p:o- RETURNED. 
decided to devcte the 2001 fun& to an intema- $1?!:!L � � mil� 100% d� funds 
DCIJl!fpt;j:M. ·,. ·• ·· 1 • , ... ,.� Paeia�tiEtlicmgo. 

NEWSLETIER EDITOR NEEDED 

After a number of years as editor for 
the Howard County Bird Club News 

letter, I will no longer be able to continue 
in this capacity. I have enjoyed editing the 
newsletter and working with everyone 
who has made contributions through the 
years. I will continue as editor for one or 
two more issues. Anyone wishing to vol 
unteer as newsletter editor, please call me 
or see me at a meeting. My phone number 
is 410-312-9165. 

4/13 (WEb). A choice sighting was a f Dick 
cissel 5/13 UMDCF (BO, EH). 

An early m, ROS&breasted Grosbeak 
which made an appearance 418 west of 
ELLCY (fide BO) coot:irnwt the pattern of a 
few 1Ulusually early migrants and then � 
tarded or limited migratioo during a chilly 
May. A Bobolink appeared 4/26 at UMDCF 
(BO). Eastern Meadmwnks � rep<Xted 
from 4 sites including 6 oo 3125 at MDBRK 
(DFa). Rusty Blackmds slayed w1til 4113 
FORBY (JW). A flock of 45 was at Fairway 
Hills G.C. 413 (HZ). An Orchard Oriole ar 

-H_O_W_A_R_D_C:::-O-U_N_TY--::F::-A- IR-,T=H-A_N_K_S_1 rived 4122 at LKELK (BOt), v.bile an early 
Baltimore was noted 4116 at WDWCK 

BY SUZANNE PROBST (MWr). 

Sue Probst would like to thank all of Wmter :finches showed up in April As 
the folks who very graciously volun- many as 6 Purple Finches visited WORTH 

teered their time to help staff the club's feeders 414-5/8 (E&JMe). Despte munerous 
booth at the Howard County Fair in Au- reports, most observatioos were of 1 to 3 
gust Thanks so much for continuing to birds. Pine Siskins made an appearance 4120 
make this venture a success each year. ELLCY (3-4 KH) & 4/21,24 & 512 

MANHN (3-BO). An Evening Grosbeak 
Dick TUfts, KT • Kate Tuft:s, JTv • June Tveek- dropped in at feeders in Swansfield 4123 rem, MW • Mark Wallace, JWi • Jordan 
Willcl!ISOf1, cw· carol Wilkinson, JW • Jim Wit- {JI'v) & ELLCY 4126 (KH). Both si� 
kinson, AfWr • Michele � HZ • Helen were of an im. or f. 
Zelchner, MZ -Mary Ziemann. MA YCT • May r.a....--· SAr. Stan Amold, GA • Glenn Count (Incomplete data), f. • female, m. • male. vu,c,1 v,;i:;. 

Austin, BB • Brenda Be/ens/cy, MC • Martha 

2002-2003 
CLUB BOARD MEMBERS 

President: Kurt Sclnruz 
Vtce President: Jeff Friedlloffer 
SecrdaJy: Chuck Stirrat 
Treasurer: Emy Holdridge 
State Din:ctois: 

Mary-Jo Betts 
PalaEcker 
Darius Eeka' 
Karen Darcy 

Chapter Dilectors: 
Kerin Hefferun 
KateTufts 

Chestem. JC • Jane Coslnn, TDC • T. Dennis 
Cos1cn1n. RC. Ralph Cull/son, IB, WE, Wes Earp, 
Web • Ward Ebert, DFa • David Farner, TFe • 
Tom Feild, R&JG • Ralph & Jane Geuder, MHa • 
Malt Hainer, DH· Dave Harvey, KH • Kevin Hef. 
feman, HH • Hans Holbrook, RH • Robett Hol 
brook, EH • Emy Holdridge, L&LH • Lynn & 
Linda Holley, DHo • Dave Holyoke. MJ • llark 
James, LK • I.air.I Klein, NII • Nancy Magnus. 
son, JMa • John Maloney, EMe • Elayne Mettsr, 
Jlle • Jf/lf Metter, SN· SUe Neri, CN • carol NaN 
man, PN • Phil Hannan, DOI· Daryl Olson, BO • 
Bonnie � SSa • Steve Sanford, KS • Kurt 
Sc/JNarz, JSh • Jay Sheppard, JS • Jo Solem, 
RS· Robett Sotem, JSt • Jim Stasz, RSt • Ralph 
Stokes, ES • Eva Sunell, RT· Robin Todd, DT • 



PAGE4 THE GOLDFINCH 

HOW11nl C411111ty Area Ddiaitiens 
(FaD, Spmg, Wmter) 

Area 3 

�--- 
Rt.-32 Arel 4 

NINTH ANNUAL FALL COUNT 
BY MIKE MCCLURE AND CHUCK STIRRAT 

The Howard County Bird Chili's 
amwal Fall Count, scheduled to 

be held each year on the third Saturday 
of� will be held on Septem 
ber 21st. Mike McCJure 410-531-2780 
and and Stio:at 410-531-2417 are the 
oouoty oo-ooordinators Prior years have 
set an av� of 127 � of birds 
identifioo on the OOUDt �d the day 
birdirul; with us and help raise the aver 
age! JJiniets of all skiD. levels are en 
� to narticipate. Ask to be nnt 

with an �ced individual if yoti� 
notwim to�yourown temmy. The 
� is divided into seven areas 
(sh.own below) \\hich are used mr all 
amwal couots. A fall season tally sheet 
fur Howaro � is inc1uded in this 
newsletter. Species that . require a 
� io.chufe those idmtified with a 
double aserisk (**), as well as any 
writeins. Others that may require a 
� oroml amplification (*), as well 
as those that are early or late dates(@), 
are indicated. 

· The following area · ·coo,:ctioators 
have been named: Area 1) Mm: Wal 
lace 301-725-6370; Area 2) Ron PoJm. 
aszek 410-531-6658; Area 3) Kevin 
Heffernan 410-418-8731; Area 4) Bill 
&KaranBlum410-489-9197; Area 5) 

The 2002 Howard Camty May Camt � 
held CE May 11, 2002 fu:m 5:00 AM to 

9:05 PM The taal species cnmt r:L 144 � at 
average result. rut the JBfy boors ( especially 
245.5 CE fro:) v.ere at near recmf 1eveJs. The 
tDtal. mmber r:L buds seen ( ovec 21200) � 
likeMse anearrecad. There v.ere aremai� 
30 species that had high CXllDts ( <J1Jer a span r:L 
15 ymrs). Sewral r:Lthese high ca.mts v.ere :fix" 
species that migrae thraJgh wr area It appeas 
that the cnmt date � close to a peak in the 
miglaiCE (especially :fix" BJadc-thraied Blue 
Warblers, 'M1ich v.ere ewty'Mlere). In oootrag: 
to the high mmber r:L JBty hours, the tolal 
number tt pllticipmts � 64, � several 
fran the Jag; <nJPle r:Lyears. Tue years ago the 
higll ltmp::iaure was an uobearalle 95. r..a 
yt'al" it reaned ally 85, and this year it muggled 
to rea:h 75. So much :fix" gtcml warming. The 
\\e3ther" was (1lite plea.ant ex� :fix" the :first 
cruple tt boors, �ch hovered aroond a very 
chilly 40 degrees. 

We di.d have a number a. urusual sight- 

SUMMARY OF 2002 HOWARD COUNTY MAY COUNT 
BY PAUL A. ZUCKER 

� (rec:aded fe\\er' 1han five times in the Jag; 
15 CXll1is, inchdng this ooe). These iJXluded 
Pied-billed Grebe (i'1 time in the 15 year imec 
vaj), Cma!tadc ('1"1 time), Wbi -will 
(4ti time), Clive-sided Fl}t3Cher 

(3� 
and 

Homed lak (41h time). Tv.o other species pe 
vioosl:y cxmide:red UtllSUa1 v.ere seen� this 
year: Gray-cheelced Thrush ("18' time in the 15 
year interval.!) and Mooning Warbler (� 
time). 

There v.ere also some i.maestitg nu;es. 
This � the :first c:L the last 15 mmts to 1lli$ 
Ring-billed Gull Now we have gooe five 
straiglt years withoot the Ring-neclred Pbem 
ait, and the N<Xthem BooMlile has been 
missed five out r:L the &t six years. Beth r:L 
these species were regulady seen befme 1997. 
Ancdler mable mw; � the Bank � 
Recud low ca.mts :fix" the 15 year period co 
amed :fix" � :oove am :fix" Fa;teni 
Meado\wnk ( ally mo were siglecO. 

Very special thanks fP to the Randles :fix" 
hosting yet anodleC gt9 1ally rally and to 
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HOWARD COUNTY MAY COUNT RESULTS -MAY 11, 2002 

SPEC ES TOTA Sl'EaES TOTAL SPECES TOTAL SPEaES TOTAL 

COMMON LOON 2 DOWNY WOODPECKER 92 AMERICAN ROBIN 449 EAsTERN TOWHEE 248 

PIED-BILLED GREBE 2 HAIRY WOODPECKER 36 GRAY CATBIRD 806 CHIPPING SPARROW 193 

DOUILE-CREMD ColtHORANT 6 Nll'TtlaN (YLW·SH'D) FUCICE.ll 72 NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD 270 FIELD SPARROW 96 
GREAT BLUE HERON 70 PILEA TED WOODPECKER 42 BROWN THRASHER 39 SAVANNAH SPARROW 17 

GREEN HERON 26 OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER 4 EUROPEAN STARLING - 779 GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 25 

BLACK VULTURE 113 EAsTERN WOOD-PEWEE 110 AMERICAN PIPIT 25 SONG SPARROW 208 

TURKEY VULTURE 215 ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 188 CEDAR WAXWING 570 LINCOLN'S SPARROW 4 

CANADA GOOSE 801 WILLOW FLYCATCHER 2 BLUE·WINGED WARBLER 27 SWAMP SPARROW 15 

MUTE SWAN 1 LEAST FLYCATCHER 2 TENNESSEE WARBLER 10 WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 306 

WOOD DUCK 73 EAsTERN PHOEBE 77 NAsHVILLE WARBLER 4 WHITE-cROWNED SPARROW 3 

MALLARD 182 GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER 86 NORTHERN PARULA 216 NORTHERN CARDINAL 974 

CANVASBACK 1 EAsTERN KINGBIRD 159 YELLOW WARBLER 153 ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. 44 

OSPREY 7 WHITE-EYED VIREO 181 CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 43 BLUE GROSBEAK 14 

BALD EAGLE 4 BLUE·HEADED VIREO 8 MAGNOLIA WARBLER 92 INDIGO BUNTING 252 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 3 YELLOW-THROATED VIREO 47 CAPE MAY WARBLER 1 BOBOLINK 655 
COOPER'S HAWK 3 WARBLING VIREO 17 BUC:.·THRTD. BLUE WARBLER 303 RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 531 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 58 RED-EYED VIREO 684 YEL.·RUMPED(MYRnE) WARBLU 377 EAsTERN MEADOWLARK 2 

BROAD-WINGED HAWK 11 BLUE )AY 497 BLK.·THRTD. GREEN WARBLER 67 COMMON GRACKLE 483 
.•. - ... < ..... -· c,.,.. ""'""� 

AMERICAN CR.OW . ···--�-·-·-- !25 8LACKBURNIAN WARBLER 8 BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 196 KtlJ 'fJ\ILW nl'\nl\. 't� 

AMERICAN KESTREL 13 FISH CROW 58 YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER 3 ORCHARD ORIOLE 54 

KILLDEER 42- :tilt PINE WARBLER 8 BALTIMORE ORIOLE 164 

GREATER YELLOWLEGS 3 HORNED LARK 3 PRAIRIE WARBLER 56 HOUSE FINCH 270 

LESSER YELLOWLEGS 1 PURPLE MARTIN 40 PALM WARBLER 3 AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 550 

SOLITARY SANDPIPER 65 TREE SWALLOW 162 BAY-BREASTED WARBLER 5 HOUSE SPARROW 333 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER 55 N. ROUCH-WINCED SWALLOW 59 BLACKPOLL WARBLER 71 TOTAL BIRDS 21206 

LEAST SANDPIPER 17 CLIFF SWALLOW 65 CERULEAN WARBLER 4 TOTAL SPEOES 144 

AMERICAN WOODCOCK 4 BARN SWALLOW 281 BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 72 

ROCK DOVE 201 CAROLINA CHICKADEE 391 AMERICAN REDSTART 219 START TIME 5:00AM 

MOURNING DOVE 319 TUFTED TITMOUSE 487 WORM-EATING WARBLER 20 STOP TIME 9:05PM 

BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO 2 WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH 98 OVENBIRD 297 FOOT HOURS 245.5 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 13 CAROLINA WREN 456 NoRTHERN WATERTHRUSH 34 CAR HOURS 19.2 

EAsTERN SCREECH-OWL 1 HOUSE WREN 147 LOUISIANA WA TERTHRUSH 50 OTHER HOURS .5 
' 

GREAT HORNED OWL 2 RUBY-cROWNED KINGLET 12 KENTUCKY WARBLER 85 

BARRED OWL 7 BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 260 MOURNING WARBLER 2 FOOT MILES 181.8 

COMMON NIGHTHAWK 4 EAsTERN BLUEBIRD 227 COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 448 CAR MILES 258.5 

WHIP.POOR-WILL 2 VEE RY 80 HOODED WARBLER 42 OTHER MILES 2.0 

CHIMNEY SWIFT 376 GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 1 WILSON'S WARBLER 8 HOURS OWLING 1.3 

RUBY·THROA'TID HUMMINGBIRD 31 SWAINSON'S THRUSH 85 CANADA WARBLER 35 MILES OWLING 2.0 

BEL TED KINGFISHER 22 HERMIT THRUSH 4 YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 27 OBSERVERS 65 

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 332 WOOD THRUSH 485 SCARLET TANAGER 220 TOTAL PARTIES 36 
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lot afparlcandrideat 8:00 am I..eadec Boonie Ott410461-3361 

THE GOLDFINCH 

Odooer 6, Sunday 1.5-2 hours. Biidingfir Beginners at Font Hill Leam 1he h\gcs cibowto idelltify buds, using aid choosing binoculars and field 
guides. Easywalkingm pawd ��and mown grms. This is a V\ODdetfill little'MJt1aom pu:k. Meetatparlcsign alfFontHillDrive 9:00 
am I..eadec MikeMcClure 410.531-2780 

� Odooer 8, Tuesday 2 boors Weekday Walkat Gwynn Aaes. Easywalkingm pawd pill throu!'Jl 1he\\00dlandc; Good chance afBamn OM. Great 
for beginners. Meet at splitminfeore m ColumbiaRd � fiom Ram's Horn Raw 8:00 am No f.aci1ities. Call Bonnie Ott fir infi:> 410-461-3361 

Odooer 12, Samday All day Specla:Ular Spm,ws. (Boonie's favaite spcn) The ULTIMATE trip fir sparrow lovers. How many spam,ws caawe 
find in ooe da:j? Over lOCXft. Can""' hit 12 species? rn take 10 people that vvaot to spurowfrom dawn till""' drq> andcnmt. m many individual 
sparrows aswe can. Be peparedfirboors afVERY difficult walking 11u:oo!!}:leverytype ofhtlita Call Bcmie ifym are ilmested to sign up. 410. 
461-3361 

......._ Odooer 13, Sunday All day The Big Sit at Ce:orennial Pak Join us fir1he 4* moua1 BIG SIT. Oiginated by 1he New Haven bird dub with 1he 
cbjective of amdingm many species m pcmible in 24 boors fiom ooe spot. We cirannsaibe a 17 fuot circle and any bird heard er seen fiml 'Within 
oor dlo9enareaismir �! P.Bhigbliglis are Saa, Merlin andBaldEagte. Can""' tq, oorpevirus high dSS? Great for beginning birders. Bring 
a chair and susteoaore and join us fur a little \\bile or all day. Meet at1he wildlire eo:l dCentemial Padc.on 1he Rt 1� side. Facilities available. 
Leader: Kmt Schw.nz 410-461-1643 

- Odooer 19, Samday All day Havdc Watch atMoont Fleau:lt Join 1he groop fir just an brur or all day to sita:id watdl 1he havdcs fly. Bring a chair 
and sustminm fir arelmlg day ex ffllXO!wm:iling Great fur beginning birders. Meet at 1he shed oo 1he eotrance road at 9:30 am Facilities 
available. I..eadec Ralpl Geuder410.788-3764 

...._ Odooer 20, Sunday 3 boors Fall's Final Fling at Schooley Mill Fade. Moderate to difficult walk:ingaloogfield � and throogb wxxflanck. A 
beaver aeaed 'Mtland area mmds oot 1hevariety of Im.tu. Spurow migration in full swing with late warblers a:idbaMS expected. P.tbs may be 
muddy,mcilitiesavawtie.Meetatuwerpaddnglotat7:30amLeader:'IBACallBoonieforinfi:>410461-3361 

--------���..;;.,.• .. ·•.,-�·,-:,,.�.'"':c,•::�·---� 

O::tober 25,Friday 2� Weekday Walk.aDavidForcePaoc Moderate'Walkir.gtbroughthe varietlhalitat of this county open spice. Woodland, 
fielm and mearns. P.dhs and grass may be \\et. Great fur beginning birders. No facilities. Meet at split mil feore cit'Pebble reach drive at 8:00 am 
Call Bonnie Ott fur infi:> 410-461-3361 

O::tober 26, Samday Seed Sale [ v-1� � i"' vt,, �J 
...,... November 3, Sunday 3 boors Ammat Fall Foray at Centennial Parle. Walk1hepawd pih aroooo 1he 1are forwal:erliJM andv.oodlandbirds. Great for 

beginning birders. L<xicing:for lingering migram � Meet at \\eSt. eo:l lot at 8:00 am Facilities availa)le. Call Bonnie fir infi:> 410-461-3361 
Leader: Ralpl Cullison 

November 7, Thurmy 2 hours. Weekday Walk at Wilde Lare. Easy walking on 1he pived pih aloog 1he Jake andaloog 1he \\COded stream. Migrant 
waterfuM and gulls, v.oodlm:l birds: Great fir beginners. Meet at1he boat dock at 8:30 am No :fa:ilities. Call Bonnie fur iDformatioo. 410-461-3361 · 

' November 10, Sunday 3 boors AmJJal Fall Foray at Centemial Fade. Walk1he pived pih aramd 1he Jake :for watedoM and v.oodland birds. Great 
fir beginning birders. Wat.erl'oM. mig;aots expected along with rapers. Meet at 1he \\eSt. eo:l lot at 8:00 am Facilities availa>le. Call Bonnie for infir 
410-461-3361 

November 16, Saturday Half day WatetfoM afH<mard Caml:y. After �the Jake e,cpect to carpool to diedc1hearealakes aid poods for 
migrantwaterfov.i. MeetatooncessionstandofCeitennialPadc.at8:00am Facilitiesavailab1e. Sa¥suseful. Leader. JaneC.oskren410.381-7344 

November 17, Sunday 3 boors Fall Faay at Catemrial Pak Walk1hepawd pih aroooo1he lake fir watedoM and v.oodlm:l birds. Great fur 
beginning birders. Ducks and grebes likely al.mg with late migrant� Meet at 1he \\eSt. endltt at 8:00 am F� availa)le_ Call Bonnie fur 
info 410-461-3361. Leaders: Karen Darcy and Kevin Helreman 

- 
November 24, Sunday 3 boors Fall Faay at Cemennial Pak Wallc the pived pih aroond 1he Jake for watedoM and v.oodland birds. Ducks and 
Grebes expected. Meet at \\eSt. eo:l ltt at 8:00 am Facilities available. Call Bonnie for info 410-461-3361. Leaier Richard Orr 
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CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS 

Programs are held at l..clpllow Ele:medaly School, 5470 Hesperus Dr .• Colunua. Meeting is cmce1ed if scbocls me closed fir any reason 
Hospi1ality m.on .t 7:30 pn. MeetinWJrogram begins at 8:00 pn. Oub bcdstore opens at 7:30 pn. 
Thursday, September 12 "Deer Management in Howard County: Concerns and Conflicts," by Phil Norman. Dept. of Recreation and 
Parks 

Thursday, October 10 "Caribbean B�e Greater and Lesser Antilles." by Gail Mackiernan. 
Field Trips meet as described fur each trip. . is� riders Dl'e the cnst d. � and 1Dl1s. Dress fur the field trip v.ith 6talt, rea90la>ly 
wateipocifmgear and la}ws d. ckthes. Trips do net always 1a1ow palls. NO pets. uaders � cancel dJJe to inc'Jementweather or fewer than three 
parlicipanls. The pige JllJlim'S refer 1o the bode "Bining Howard Camty" 'Mlidl gives Imp nl dirediaJs. All trip� me 3fP<.«ilmie. FOR 
INFORMATION. CAIL BONNIEOIT,at410-461�1 cre-n:alat bonoiell� 

September 1, Sumay 2 hoors. Bultelflies Throogb Binoculars at °'11Pnoial Pak An easy waJk on pMd pmhv,ays arwodthe wilclife a-ea dthe lake. 
Learn to iden:ify b®':flies on the wing. area firbeginoels. Meet at the west end �lex at 9:30 am Will be caoreJed if rauqcrovema 
Binoculars reoomme:oded. Facilities availalle. Leader: Didc Smith 410-997-7439 

�ber 8, Sumay 2 boors Bin:lingFor Beginne,s at Wilde Lake. Easy \Wlkiogaloog the Jake and v.ooded stream. lam the basics oo bird 
identification. choa;ingand usingbinoculasand:fieldgui<ES. Meet.tthe boat dock .t 9:00 am Leadel's will haw spotting scopes. No facilities. Leaders: 
JeffFriedhaffer 410-997-5366 and Dave Hdyd(e 410-531-1355 

' Sertember 11, Wemesday 2-3 boors. Weekday Walk at Omeooial Pak Easy walkiogarwod the lake oo pMd pdl. Migr.m wiD be moving ad the 
c:xxmin.tioo. af\\OOds and warer shCllldhost many species. Meet at the west end ktat 8:00. Facilities availalle. CcmactBoonie Ott firinfiJ. 410461- 
3361 

Setxember 14. Saturday 1.5 hoors. Wmged Wonders af'Bon Secnn A leimre1y more wak1o caerve the natural beaJty of this loYe1y pivale pqierty. 
Will be lociang.t birds, hJtter1lies and flora Great fur beginners. Meet .t the visita� kt 8:30 am Facilities avaihtie. Leaders: Michele Wrigti 
410-465-6057 aodEvaSunell 410-995-0029. 

September 15. Sumay 3+ boors. CoofusingFall WablersatRod<bun Brandl Pak� walkiogaloogfield q.es nlhilly\\OOdlaod trails 
focusing on confusingfall.wamlers. Woodlaoos and field edges may proiJre a v.ide variety of species. Good view of the sky for flyowrs. Barred OM 

- �Strive sitla�q51iere �.i!t,fty.lfikiriglioca rmmrlmiid MeetatJmkinglcx af'RockbnnE1emeotaryat7:00am. 
F:rilities availaie. Leader. Bormie Ott 410-461-3361 

<, September 23, Madly 2-3 boors Weekday Walkatl.ae FJkhan. Easy walkiog an pMd JBh arwodthe lake. Woodlands aodnasb.y cl'9 povide 
the JQSlbi]i1y af many swpises. Warbler and lJa\\k qaim sbwld be in full S\\ing.. Meet at the Brdcm JamP.lkway kt 8:00 am No Jacilities. 
Leader: .JolmMaloney 301-317-4961 

- Seplember 28, Saturday 3+ boors. Migrant Hike at Middle RiuxemEnviroomeotal. Area Moderate to� walkiogalooghillyv.ooded pills and 
aloog the river. Fieldarem povide nice edge habi1at so expect some spam,ws. Warblers. vireos (PhiladelpJiaha.s turned up here infuans'years). hmks 
and posgble Red-headed \WOdpedrer. Meet atTraier nm �kt at 1:00 am. ams maybe \\et. �boots reoommerded. No:facilities. Leader: 
Stan Arnold 410- 768-7339 

"' Sepeznber 29, Suooay 3 hoors. Lioooln' s Splr:row Searth at MwntFlea;am. Modeme to di:ffiaJlt walking thrrugh the e.,ctemive fields cf.this Howard 
Consav.mcy pqierty. SJBIOW 1mpcx mth high pdmli1y afl..inam' s splll'O\\S. area view ex the sky fir flyovers. Hilcing boots siigg,;tl'd, mci1ities 
availa)le_ Meet at 8:00 am by the shed an the entrance road. Leader: Robin Todd 410-313-8154 

Cktooer 5, Saurday 2 hwrs. Introduction to SpuroM at Mea;:b.wrodc. Coofused by those beaJl:i:fu1 bown birds? lam the basics oo sorting wt those 
stunning SJE1"0M by sight and soond. Easy walkiog bJt po6Sibili1y of high� and Mt� High boots reoommended, 110 :facilities. Meet in JBking 

(Contimut/. on p11ge 6) 

Bciiid «Directors� are held the foorth Thursdiy d.the month at 7:30 pn. tmls otherwise med, at the homed.the 1xiud menm listed If 
directioos are req.Jired, pleme call the� bcudmembel'. 

-... Sepeember26, TBD if' c> 1-f .!,, 

Odober24, TBD CI��' 5 ( w---' t-, � -. ""' '-' ;� 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2002 NEWSLE'ITER MATERIAL IS DUE SEPI'EMB.ER 1:1, 2002. Anyooe is v.e1come to CXJJt11lue articles oc 
ideas mch yru think will be d. interest to � bitders. Call or mail to Palla and Darius F.tker, mo OazJquilt Court, Columbia, MD 21045, 
Phone 410-312-9165 ore-mail to Paulae2156@aol.com. Also, please wit the dub's site on the World Wide Web at http://www.howardbirds.or 
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BY BOB SOLEM 

R emember seeing all of those pie- looked at the :findings, might be a much IT'S THE SYNERGY! 
tures of deformed frogs found in greater concern than any yet raised in the Another article concerns Mute Swans. 

the United States and Canada? The Wash- investigation." The Washington 'Post on July 24, 2002 
ington Post had an article in the Science David Gardiner of University of Cali- reported the following: ''Former health 
section giving results of a study that be- fomia at Irvine said, "If it's true that com- and human services secretary Margaret 
gins to explain the process. But, like so monly used pesticides compromise the Heckler is laid up with a swollen left leg 
many things in nature, it is more compli- immune system of a vertebrate organism, and a serious infection--the result of a 
cated and potentially ominous that it first which is what these :findings suggest, then ferocious attack three · months ago by her 
appeared: we're looking at a much bigger problem late ex-husband's pet swan Fred." On 

Frogs showing these deformities were than deformed frogs." April 15 she visited the Middleburg farm 
infected with small aquatic parasites but But another study by Pieter Johnson of her ex-husband, and "she was driving 
also were in wetlands with traces of pesti- of University of Wisconsin at La Crosse away from the house, past a pond... She 
cides. Now the :findings of Joseph Kie- (who had previously identified a parasite spotted Fred, a so-called 'mute' swan with 
seeker of Penn State suggest that, at least as the cause of the frog deformities) found a seven-foot wingspan, swimming toward 
for some outbreaks, both factors could be no connection between pesticides and the the car ... When Fred came out of the 
involved. Keiscecker tested whether agri- incidence of deformities. r pond, I decided to get out of the car and 
cultural pesticides make developing frogs If you want more information on the 'talk to the swan.' I went over to him and 
more susceptible to infection by a parasite effects of human alterations of ecosys- without warning he hit me very hard in the 
known as a trematode. The trematodes terns, go to the web site for the Rachel back of my leg with his wing. I was com 
tunnel under the skin of developing tad- C a r s o n T r u s t : pletely shocked. It was extremely pain 
poles and becme encysted, usually at the http://members.aol.com/rccouncil/owpage ful. '" The rest of the article details the trip 
base of their growing hind legs. l: (Even if it has not been updated recently, to the emergency room and subsequent 
"Keiscecker now things pesticides signifi- it has other links and information worth medical complications. So what is the 
cantly amplify the process by weakening pursuing.) bottom line of this story? IT'S NOT THE 
the frogs' immune systems and making So what is the bottom line of this NATIVE SPECIES THAT GET YOU, IT'S 
them less able to resist parasitic infec- story? IT'S NOT THE CHEMICAL OR THE THE FERAL ONES! 
tions. That, say scientists who have VIRUS OR BACTERIA THAT GETS YOU, 

I 
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