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SEcOND MARYLAND BREEDING BIRD 

ATLAS BEGINS THE BIG SIT THAT ALMOST WASN'T 
BY JoANNESOLEM &BONNIE OTT BY KURT SCHWARZ 
}ell.,J.,..,1.....,.1·� · • �'�is T �� �� " ThesunalmostdidnctriseontheHow- deredinoverthecwrsed.themoming Atotal 

') ardCoontyBildOub's2001BigSitl of 21 Howard Coonty birders toac pnt this 
�� �����.!!..�� � For the noinitiatoo, the Big Sitt is year. Howard Coonty PaJks altered the aflair, 
� :iaa1::aiaalv:� uu.&;��u.u.m.r an intenuiiooal event� by the New as they did lat year, by setting up a ham- 
�: cividm US. · � ...... �� Haven Bild Oub. Patti . circumscnbe a b.JrgerJhtt dog grill to ]XOVide food for Sumay mu: r � ilio . � caled seventeen f.oct circle, an�24 boors to tick in the Rlrk. Several birders toac advantage of 
'axi<s." ����cf� 1:iDs ii every bird species seen a: heard from within the the food ofJ.ering9. The lamb sandwiches of 
:fur1lu civmi ilio :lwr pm cab:l ''qaier-ticds,'' circle. But now to return to the stay. 2000 were missed this :year. �to!!»'� able dlfQJ'S ih:nnigJtre Howard Coonty bird club ha:l plrticiplted The \W3l:hec was lovely, sunny, quite com- 
�ooiu:,hg,;gJxl in the 1999 and 2000 Big Sits. When it came forttiy warm by afternoon. By 2:00 p.m. the 
� Co.ttys �:s:- � time to schedule the Big Sit for the Fall 2001 birding actioo ha:l droAled off p-ecipitously, 
����: 

��in�=:: �����:��'XtJ 
res.:dlscxmpleiiinalu:dunetxxk liaiioos, 21 Octooer was chosen Unfurtu.. na: CXlt\)elate, and the oo1y thing that kept me 

Maly H:mldl:mEmlme areooy� nately, New Haven unexpectedly changed the there mlti15:00p.m. was a birdingfi:iencl, anon- 
1o rY"K- a 1..1.....2, .- 4... .........,,t A11 ................. ,;,4,,, date to 14 Octooer aftertheFall 2001 schedule HO\\Comember, whodroAJedby. 
� � � � � .. tid was piblished, beth in the MARYLAND The 2001 results were a little disaR)Ointing 
bilavi:r. Risa� to mn mt� ooivi1y' YELLOWTHROAT as will as the GOLD- at 49 species. We had 55 species in 2000. mi 
1bro._Jgpn':';1�adwlllelyp.tME . nmy FINCH. I :filed a stroog letter of complaint with 46 in 1999 (in the rain} Highlights d. 2001 
�-r New Haven's �' who graciously called were a female Gadwal1 th.twas ara.mchnost of 
\\Wld1:2 � !���)W me with apologies. He was em1:miassed tb.tthe the day, ™> merlins,. mi a remad<OOly coop 
¢, cmtat l> SdeJ:n 30 -125-'!iJ31 a Bcme� date ha:l been changed after he bad already eraiveEaem TOMiee. 
41/\ ,,.::1_3361.-n..:-is · a.........,,t ·-= �..;,...,;,;.... pJblicly stated that the 2001 edition \\OUld oc- The dae d. the 2002 Big Sit bas not been 

V"1U HM ta..,..... Wllll�"'B-...- cur on 21 Octooer. It was, however, oot a. his .set yet It will po1:mly re either the seoond oc 
"""{'���<in_, cmtroL Ncr were we 1be mly circle 1ht bid 1hinl Suod\j' ex Octooer. Join us 1his )<IIC. h's 

'--¥ already irrevootiy set the dl:te for 21 Octooer. fim, reJax:ing, mi offers a good chance of. see- 
CUlll11ltirgto · aliaicln1m<XU!ecf He woold accept wr results :from 21 Octooer. ingjust as many species as yw \\OUld if you t,, °!�Jim �if� :f = � The Howard Camty Bild Oub was no longer walked the entire two and a mlf miles arwnd 
lllirm:s lised me a: am::t .b's emil a ...a.. raced with the pospect of going it alone. Our the Jake. Ifw,'re lucky, Howard Coonty PaJks 

\AEr results \\OUld re included with _ . those _ of. circles and_ Recreation will ammge caering _ for us - . - ---� ru���i= 1o:rn ar �.,rcl.� ,cit i:1 �-,� i,�-III1:J::ei:Jt&:-eaiJm;;-filimd�·�Hda�plgl 0zzam-l l 
rfnl:Jt-w:-caittal,Mly.!t=d-Beia!«!t-j,i'---� 

�·- 1., �-., .-...u:: v, land, and � :year, Swth Am.cal I was also 
a = ·� t> t:m:1 sgJificat JB"(Els assured that there \\OUld be no further sudden 

. pivae -� changes in the Big Sit's date, \\hich \\OUld be 
set in January 2002. ,�------------ 

21 Octooer dawned with one intrepid HOWARD COUNTY RECREATION 
birder already in place, myself An hwr hter, 
aboot 0800, the ne,ct cirde sitter, Mike Kerwin, AND PARKS NEST Box PROGRAM 

-----..-::-:::-:---:--...:-----=---=-atriwd. -· __ Oher __ 
How.mi .----:Camty ;;.-:;�stalwarts .... _..-wan--1 D espi.te fewer new boxes and fewer vol- 

ANNUAL PoTLUCK DINNER SATURDAY, MARCH 2, and��� �ii: 
BY MARY-JO BETIS high of 404 &stem Bluebitds in 2001. Carolina 

T he amrua1 pcduck dinner will 8l!flll1 be starts a 6:30 pm am dinner at 7:00 pn :Made Chiclradees tdaled 53, Tree SwallOM 95, - 
.held at the Owen Brown Comnnmity ycm dishes and any acoompmying serving Tufted Titmice 12, and Carolina Wrens 11. 

C.enter 00. &iurday, :March 2, 2002. All club ;......i_..,-..., with vnnr name SO we can get SomeHowardCoontyBildOubmembershave 
.... �.... J- been fuithful volunteers: Sue and Wes Earp (11 

members and their guests are invited to share them back to the rigJ:it person Let Macy-Jo yearsl),LisaColangelo(6),KateandDickTufts 
the :6.m, the food, and the program The club lmow if yw woold like to help in any Wd'J or (3), and Tim Ray (2). Kae and Dick Tufts 
fiunisbes beverages, social hoer snacks, rolls come early a 6:00 FM to help set up. If you are fledged the highest mmtber ex bluebirds-56. 
and eating utensils. Those ::i:tendjng may bring a new member a: if yw have na: attended cm Unfurtuoately, they also ha:l 7 boxes vandalized 
a salad, a main dish, a vegetable, oc a dessert. dinner before. w, strongly encoorage yru to at Wadield' s Food Rlrk. One bluebird nest, 
YOU MUST reserve in advance so \\e can come and get to lmow the ahers tb.i share vnir moni.taed by vo1uoleer Marie Vance, � built 

J- in a mailbox. Because the opening in this una:- 
ammge for the p-oper mnnber of beverages. nmtual love :tbr bitding. -There will re many thodox site was 1atger than the urual 11/2 inch 
etc. Y cu may sign up a either the January or delicious dishes, grea slide p:bSelltiioos, and nest box entrance, a B1'0Ml-headed Cmwird 
February meetings a: call �Jo Betts at prizes. So made ycm caieooars mi come join was able to parasitiz.e the m.t The b� 
301-5�5859 by March 1, 2002. Yoo will thefim. prudentlyooandonedthenest. 
need to specify the mnnber d. attendees, and Directions: . The Owen Brown If yw woold like to volunteer to mooitor 
\Wat food yru are bringing. If)'OU canna: cook, ,..,,....,...., + .. Center is located oo. the east side nest boxes on coonty 1m:l (it's a gtt-a summer- '-"' , time :ramily pttject), cartact Sue Miller. Her e- 
adjustments can re made. If you want -to of Columbia a 6800 Cracllerock W�, off mail � · smull..,.r,;\"" .ho rod She 
plrticipte in the slide p-esentatioo, bing a BrokenLandPcukwayfromRoute29.Thereis alwaysusehe;. ...� · us. can 
dozen or so name slides. (If you bring more, ample pad<lng available. 
they will re shown if time allows.) Social hour 
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Programs are held ct Longfellow Elementary School, 5470 Hesperus Dr., Colmnbia Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for any reason. 
Hospitality session at 7:30 pn. Meetinglirogram begins at 8:00 pn. Qub bookstore opens at 7:30 pn. 

- Thursday, January 10 "Costa Rica in the Year 2000 with MOS," by Darius Ecker. 

Thursday, Febnwy� "Giant Panda Conservation and Management," by Lisa Stevens, Senior Curator National Zoo. 

Field trips meet as described for each trip. Carpooling is encouraged; riders share the cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field trip with stout, reasonably 
waterpoof footgear and layers of clothes. Trips do not always follow pths. NO pets. Leaders mqy cancel due to inclementweather or fewer than three 
participants. FOR INFORMATION, CAU., BONNIE orr, at 410-461-3361 or e-mail bonniell63@home.com. Page numbers refer to Buding 
Howard Coonty, Maryland by Joanne K Solem 

- Start Your 2002ListJanuary 1, Tuesday. All day. We will visit a variety oflocations all withinHowardCa.mtytofindas many species as JJOS&ble. 
This will be an all day trip with a break for lunch at a local diner. Meet at the Centeonia1 P.uk boat dock at 8:00 am Leader: Bormie Ott, 410461-3361. 
Facilities avai1able. Pg. 5 

Weekday Walle arooxxl Centennial Lake. January 14, Mooday. 2-3 hours. Moderate walking on the paved p:ith aroond the lake in search d. watetfowl. 
Meetattheboatdock8:30amLeader: JohnMalooey, 301-317-4961. Facilitiesavail.i,le. Pg. 5 

Delaware Weekend January 19-21. Three day trip to Delaware birding hot spcts. Bonmy Hoek, Fishing Creek and Cape Henlopen inc1ooed Some 
entry fees for JEIXS can be expected. Lodging in the Rehdxth area IBD. Be p-epai-edfor cold,� and�� Trip limited to 20 �cipm. For info 
and to sign up contact KateTufts 410-489-7052 or email: tuftsdaisy@erols.com. �t.."'u..)\"-<l - W·"- ,<'(' 

"- Midwinter Count February 2. See article oo page 1 of this 00\Wletter . 
...... 

Wild Goose Chase. February 17, Swmy. Half or wltole day. We will go chagng 'Ml3tever interesting birds are arwnd Maybe anywhere in the state or 
a local feeder? Be p-epnedfor anything. Meet ct the Rt 100 P.ukaooride at 8:00 am Leader: Bormie at 410-461-3361 

' Wmter Wonders of Bon Secours February 23, Saturday. 1.5-2 boors. We will walk the groonds of this spritual retrea: to search for \Wlterbirds. 
Moderate walking with some steep·slq:ies. Wear app:qxiae foomear if snowy. Meet ct the visitas puking kt 8:30 am Leader: IBA Facilities 
available. 

Vv'eekday \Vaik:atLake Blkhmt rooroary 2S, 'Moo.day. 2 hours. Ivfodetare \Valk.il:ig w the paved µlh around the rake: Wt:xxltandbirds ani1 Wc:illii:tbwi 
abound Meet at the Broken 1aoo Fkwy. Lot at 8:30 am Leader: John Malooey. No :fucilities. Page 43 

' Pot Luck Dinner. March 2. See article on page 2 of this 00\Wletter. 

Centennial Paoc March 3, Sunday. 3 hows. Moderate walking arooxxl the lake on a pived p:ith. Meet at the v.est end puking lot8:00 am Leader: 
Mike Kerwin 410461-2408. Facilities avail.i,le. Pg. 5 

Centennial Paoc March 10, Swday. 3 hows. Mcxlerate walking arooxxl the 1ake on a paved }Eth. Meet at the v.est end JDi<lng lot 8:00 am Leader: 
IBA Call 410461-3361. Facilities available. Pg. 5 

Triade)pbia� 101. March 16, Sctunhy. Half day. Ccllfusec;l by where to bird ct the dam? Get to know the reservoir hotspots: Greenlxidge, Big 
Branch and Pigtail. Some difficult walking expected. Meet ct the main JDi<lng lot on the dam at 8:00 am to carpool to various locatioos. Leader: Jane 
Coskren, 410-381- 7344. Facilities available. 

Centennial Paoc March 17, Sunday. 3 hows. Moderate walking aroum the he on a paved }Eth. Meet at the v.est end lot ct 8:00 am Leader: IBA 
Call 410461-3361. Facilities available. Pg. 5 

First Day of Spring Weekday Walle at Foot Hill. March 20, Wednesday. 1.5 boors. Easy walking oo paved pills aoo mown grass Meet at sign on Font 
Hill drive at 8:30 am lea:ler: Bonnie Ott Call 410461-3361. No:fuciliti.es 

Centennial Paoc March 24, Sunday. 3 hows. Moderate walking arooxxl the lake on a paved }Eth. Meet at the v.est end lot ct 8:00 am Leader: Karen 
Darcy andKevin Heffernan. Call 410461-3361 for info. Facilities available. � 5 

Board of Directors meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:30 pn, unless otheraise noted, at the home of the board member listed If 
directioos are required, please call the hosting board member. 
January 24, Thursday Don Waugh, 9522 Angelina Onie, Columbia,MD 21045,410-381-8841 

Febrwuy21, Thursday Bob and Jo Solem, 10617 Graeloch Rd.,Laurel,MD20723,301-725-5073 
MARCH - APRIL 2002 NEWSLEl'l'ER MATERIAL IS DUE JANUARY 25, 2002. Anyone is welcome to contnl:JJt:e articles or ideas which 
you think will be of interest to other birders. Call or mail to Paula and Darius Ecker, 9270 Crazyquilt Court, Columbia, MD 21045, phone 410- 
312-9165 or e-mail to Paulae2156@aolcom. Also, please vi.sit the club's site on the World Wide Web at http://www.howardbirds.org. 




