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A utumn usually brings special sightings EAcH SEASON HCWARD Cout.r!Y BIRD SIGl-lffiGS ARE COMPILS)NOSUBMITTED 10MARYI..ANDBIRDuFE AND MELD 
and this season was no exception. The /llo,TES. B� BOlH PUBI.X'AllONS PRCMlE CM:Rll'EWS FOR LARGE AREAS, ONLY A FRACTION OF HaNARD 
best bird was a Greater White- Cout.r!YSIGl-lffiGSAREPUBUSHB). THERECORDSARENOTLOST, �. FOR1HEYARE1HEB4SISFORCOUNTY 

fronted Goose. As a third county record it RECORDS. Au. RECORDS ARE WEI..CClMED NO Al'FRECIATED. lw'( NDIVIOllAI.. WHO lURNS IN SEASClNI\I.. SIGHTINGS 
would have been w,t .... ,..-ltt, as a ...... � .... """'- RECEM:S A CCP'f OF lHE COUNTY COMPlATION. To REQUEST A FORM ON WHICH 10 LOO llll.TES, PLEA.SE Cl\l.l. · 

""'""•u•.1 vu�.1 ""'' 301-7�037. THE BOI\RD K6S REQUESTED THAT A DIGEST OF lHE SEASONAL HJGrl.JGHTS APPEAR IN lHE 
der, however, it made appearances at Wtlde NEWSLEITER. 0BSEFMRS ARE R&ERRED 10 BY THER tltnAI..S (SEE lHE UST AT THE END OF lHE ARTlCI.E). 
Lake and Centennial for more than two weeks locATlONSAREWRITTEN OUTTHEFRSTTlMECITED; lrEREAFTER, ABBREVIATlONSAREUSED. 
enabling dozens of Maryland birders to see it 
A Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow at the Uni- son with a blue phase 11/4 at Fulton Pond hers reached eight at CENPK 11/14, the sea 
versity of Matyland Central Fann for the sec- (FULPD) (JB) and aflyover white phase 11/19 sonal high (BO). The only Common Gold 
ond consecutive year was an excellent find A on a Bird Oub walk at CENPK (MK+). The eneyes detected were two f that touched down 
Glossy Ibis observed at a golf course wetland first major Canada Goose migration was de- 11/16 at CENPK, but left almost immediately 
was also one of the notable birds of the season. tected the night of 9/27 when many flocks· (BO). Twelve Hooded Mergansers were 

An early Pied-billed Grebe appeared were heard over Hammond Vtllage(HAMVL) spottedintv.olocations: 11/13 at the Brighton 
8/12 at Lake Elkhorn (LKELK) (SN). Homed between midnight & 4:00 am (MW). Among Dam Quarry (MW) and 11/28 at the UNCHP 
Grebes were few with the first one making an the hundreds of Canada Geese at CENPK in (WE). Common Mergansers finally arrived 
appearance 11/14 at Centennial Park mid to late November was a small race bird with 30 at Triadelphia Reservoir (TRIRS) 
(CENPK) (HZ). A flock of 20t Double- well descnbed by NM, also seen by JC; MK+. 11/25 (NM)S). The eight Ruddy Ducks on 
crested Cormorants flew over the intersection Ai WILLK. an UllUSllajly 4u"ge lllll!!l?er of . LKELK 10/23 to 10/25 were the seasonal 
ofRts 29 & 108 on 8/12 (KS); the last one was Canadas was reporteo Tf727 T,oo+-CN). · All rugli-(JC). 
reported 11/18 at Wilde Lake (WILLK) 'Iuadra Swanflocks were notedbetween 11/4 The last Osprey was at CENPK 10/22 
(DOd;CN). Are all yoong connorants slow HAMVL & 11/18 Rt 175/AA county line (BO).RChadatleastoneonsixclaysbemeen 
learners or was the one which was engaging in (POs). 9/10 and 9/22 with three on 9/17 over Wyn 
courtship activity with an orange buoy at the Duck migration seemed to be both late field Dr (WYNFD). Possible migrating Bald 
rend on Stanford Blvd 10/12 (JC) an excep- and sparse. One long-time chserver character- Eagles were reported from 9/4 WYNFD (RC) 
non? ized 1t as the poorest full for walerfowl in 25 to 11/18 Daniels, Patapsco Valley State Parle 

The only American Bittern reported was years (MW). There were just two reports of (DANPV) (Gownys fide BO). The TRIRS 
at the University of Maryland Central Fann American Wigeons: 10/9 LKELK (1-JC) & ]EC was seen near the nest 11/25 (NM.JS). 
(UMDCF) 10/5 to 10122 (BO,JS+ ). Most of the 11/13 Union Chapel Rd pond (UNCHP) (14- The high count of 17 Shaip-shinned Hames 
young Great Blue Herons at Lake Kitta- K1). B!ue-winged Teal observations clustered was tallied 10/14atMeadm\brook(MDBRK) 
maqundi were out of the nest by 8/16. On that mostly in Octcber from foo.r on 10/5 UMDCF (RG+). Although no major Broad-winged 
datetherewasjustonenearanest(MC). Great (BO,JS,GF) to one 11/4 at WILLK (DOd). Hawk flights were detected over the county, 
Egrets again lingered into November with the Too female (f) Northern Pintails frequented there were some good numbers posted: 9/17 
last one reported at CENPK 11/19 (J&cW). tbe UMDCF �0/8 (BO,Js+) to 11/18 when Hallmark (HALMK) (110-WEb); 9/16 MD 
Little Blue Herons were at Fore Bay Pond jUStonef remained(NM,JS). Amale(m)was BRK (189-BO) & Rockbum Branch Parle 
(FO�Y) from 8/8 (JW) to 8/30 (SN), with seen 11/23 at WILLK (DOd), a fine bird for (RKBRP) (170-BO); 9/20 Triadelphia Mill & 
two u:nmatures present 8/16 (KS). Black- that lake. Green-winged Teal peaked on TriadelphiaRds (128-WE);&9/28MDBRK 
crowned N'tght-Herons Mm consistent at 10/30 with 24 at Clark's on Roxbury Rd (177-BO). Consistent watching by RC pro 
WILLK with reports from 8/2 (2-HZ) to 10/15 (MW). The first three Canvasbacks arrived duced the follmwig at WYNFD: 9/17-603, 
(1-DOd).LKELK.isaprimelocationforeither 11/22 at WILLK (CN). Ring-necked Duck 9/18-405, 9/22-297, & 9/24-134. The same 
of the night-herons. Black� were seen numbers were low with the flock at LKELK observer foond a Rough-legged Hawk over 
there from 9/6 on (JC). yellow-crowned reaching 22 on 11/9 (JC). Bufflehead num- Alpha Ridge landfill (ALRGL) 11n. Mertins 
N'tght-Herons'Mresporadicfrom8/19to9/22 1--------------1 Mre reported from 9/21 at Mt Pleasant r�����:d:� NSIDETHJS/SSUE PAGE =���:1:1���� 

favorite hangout. Q C was seen 10/9 at MTPLT (BO,NM)S). Fif- 
A Greater White-fronted Goose ap- CEAN /TY TRIP REPORT 3 teen minutes in the early afternoon of 9/24 

peared initially at WILLK 11/13 (SPe,KBo; prodeced five species of hmws in western 
HZ). It was reported. too late in the day for EWCHECKLIST PUBLISHED 3 HowardCounty(HOWCO)(WE,MW). 
others to see it, but the next morning local lakes Wild Turkeys Mm reported three 
and reservoirs were searched. It was relocated 0DONATE UPDATE 4 ti.mes: 9/16 from western HOWCO (WE); 
at CENPK (BO) and reappeared almost daily at ion MTPLT (BO,.RSt); and 11n east of Rt 
that lake until 11/26. It was last reoorcled on ROG RAMS AND FJELD TRIPS 5 27 & Wtndsor Forest Rd (WE). A Sora was 
11/28havingretumedagaintoWILLK(DOd). present 10/4 UMDCF (J&RS) to 10/8 
Fortunately, it was well phcxographed at C C 6 CENPK (RG). Snow Geese were few this sea- ONSERVATION OLUMN (Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued on page 4) 

Great Black-backed Gulls 11n ALRGL 
(RC) constituted the lone seasonal record 
Three Caspian Terns 9/13 on TRIRS (JS,KT) 
were the only terns of any species reported. 

Common Nighthawks were � 8/25 
WYNFD (1-RC) to 9/16 Waterforcf (W ATFD) 
(1-MW). Strangely low was the seasonal maxi 
mum of three on 8/26 Gwynn Acres Path 
(GWACP) (BO) & 9/13 :Manahan (MANHN 
(BO). Three Red-headed Woodpeckers were 
noted: 9/16 CENPK (K&BB,JL), RKBRP 
(BO,MJB,EH), & ion MI'PLT (BO,JMe+). 
The first two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were 
spotted 9/29 at Font Hill Wetland Parle 
(FHWLP) (BO). A movement of Northern 
Flickers was tallied 9/14 at David Force 
Wtldlife Management Area where 15 were 
counted (BO,JS,MJB,HZ). 

Olive-sided Flycatchers were seen at 
MANHN 8/24 & 9/5 (BO). Four Philadelphia 
Vireo reports \\ere nice: 9/6 & 9/11 MANHN 
(BO), 9716 TRIRS (PZ+) & 9/16 UMDCF 
(GM,.RSM,CR). No swallows stayed late. The 
first Red-breasted Nuthatch arrived on 9/16 
WATFD (MW), rut no large flight developed 
The only ether records were 10/29 HALMK 
(1-WEb) & 10/31 Scott's Cove, Rocky Gorge 
Reservoir (2-ES,MWr). The first Brown 
Creeper was spotted 9/25 at HALMK (JEb). A 
fluffed up Carolina Wren spent several nights 
beginning 9/19 on the tq> of a porch column 
beneath a I'CXJf: prctectedfrom predators and the 
elements in southern HOWCd (BN). HALMK 
held a lingering House Wren 11/19 (WEb). 
October is generally the time to search for 
Mai:sh Wrens. The first one appeared 10/3 at 

FHWI.P(BO,HZ+) and one was glimpsed 10/9 species was usually low, rut on 10/9 atMfPLT 
(Continued from page 1) . at Alpha Ridge Parle (ALRGP) (JS). Between the six Palms included three westerns (KS); on 
(BO)S+). The shallow wetland habitat at.the 10/5 & 10/17 from one to frur (10/5) birds the same date at ALRGP, one of two was a 
farm was excellent this year, so it was no sur- were spotted at UMDCF (BO, mcos) The western (J&CW). Bay-breasted Warblers ar 
prise to have this species appear both spring latest Marsh Wren was at the farm 11/4 (BO). rived early with one at Hipsley Mill Rd 9/16 
and fall. Af Northern Bobwhite was an inter- Golden-crowned Kinglet numbers were low (K&IJT ,LC). For a bird that is primarily an 
mittent visitor 8/18 to 9/11 at WYNFD (RC). except for the 20 on 10/9 at I.KELK (JC). All Octooer migrant, it was odd that the last two 
The first American Coot appeared at CENPK fall reports of Ruby-crowned Kinglets were Blackpoll Warblers were seen on 10/3 at 
9/17 (NP). Numbers of CO<XS remained low singles. Dunloggin (KS) & FHWI.P (BO). Fourteen 
throughout the season. Few thrushes were detected, none on un- American Redstarts were tallied 9/10 at 

Autumn is eagerly anticipated by shore- usually early or late dates. A gray-cheeked GWACP (BO.HZ). One Prothonotary War 
birds enthusiasts, Unfortunately, this was not a thrush sp. (net possble to determine whether it bier 9/6 MANHN (BO) was a fine sighting 
good season locally. Howard Camty has not was a Gray-cheeked or a Bidrnell' s) was ooted the only one of the season. Two Northern 
seen an autumn prcxlucing so :fuw shorebirds in at Heruyton, PVSP 9/16 (DE). A Gray Cat- Waterthrushes were foond 9/10 at GWACP 
more than 20 years. Killdeer numbers were bird lingered at least until 11/16 CENPK (BO.HZ), a usual spot for them, while the last 
abnormally low. The only moderately good (BO), while a Brown Thrasher was still pre- Louisiana Wate� was spotted 9/16 in 
count for that species was 30 on 9/2 (BO.HZ), sent on Ilchester Rd 11/28 (JL). American so. HOWCO (JC,JS). · One final Kentucky 
rut in order to reach that number it was neces- Pipits were seen at UMDCF from 10/10, with a Warbler was noted 9/4 at DANPV (RC). T'\W 
sary to combine totals from several turffarms, high of 50 on 10/31 (BO,JS,EH). The largest Connecticut Warblers were excellent sight 
There were no yellowlegll reports; one Solitary Cedar Waxwing flock was 60 on 9(16 ings, One was spotted 9/16 in the Nichols Cove 
Sandpiper (9/16 JWt,.KSa); a mere six reports WATFD (MW). area of TR.IRS (WEb,R&SPo); the ether was 
of Spotted Sandpipers (all singles); no Semi- Although most observers complained near the end of their normal migration on 
palmated or Pectoral �pers; and just two aboot having to \\Olk hard to see warblers, there 10/21 at FHWLP (RB,DP). Common Yel 
sightings of Least Sandpipers (8/19 FULPD were a few good days and most species were lowthroats sometimes linger late. One was 
3-J&IDC and 9/16 Howard Camty Fall Count tallied On 9T5 HZ at WIUK had nine warbler foond 11/29 at CENFK (DOI). Wiison's War 
[HCFq JWt,.KSa). One American Woodcock species plus an adult Bald Eagle and a Rose- biers have also been known to stay well past 
10/19 at Mf.PLT (BO) was a pleasant surprise. breasted Grosbeak; at MANHN the same day_ initial cold waves. A f was seen in the autumn 

Since ALRGL receives a limited amount BO had five \Vcll'blers species and an Olive- olive hedgerow at the OKMGP 11/18 & 11/28 
ottrash, county gull numbers are clown dramat- sided Flycatcher. The following day at (JW). Canada Warblers made a nice showing 
ically. A few Ring-billed Gulls and even fe\\ef MANHN BO & MJB had a doz.en warblers with three on 8/26 at SNOCN (J&TDC) and 
Herring Gulls are the only species regularly species plus two hybrid Brewster's Warblers one on the same date at WIUK (HZ). Birders 
seen. One Laughing Gull 8/21 Tollhoose Rd along with a Philadelphia Vireo, then BO on 9/16 found a total of six coontywide. The 
(TOLHS) (BO) and one 11n ALRGL (RC) ackled two more warbler species at CENPK in . final Yellow-breasted Cb.at was noted 9/16 in 
MTe tbe oo1y ones spot1ed this � Th...... • .. _ - r\... o ""-= i'o.rrt"V"' -� ., "'-·- � �· , "'...,, ....,," =� . ., - _,, 

.. -- -c - --· '": /• ., - ·-J - 

warbler species in their yard on Sandchain interest Two Brewster's Warblers on 9/6 
(SNDCH); the same day BO tallied seven war- MANHN (BO,MJB) were seen together. 
bier species at MANHN, plus an additional six The only Summer Tanager record was 
speciesthefullCMingday. 9/13 on MANHN (BO). RC caught a small 

The two reports of Golden-winged War- wave of six Scarlet Tanagers 9/18 at 
biers were both from August 8/20 Woodstock, WYNFD. Two f Eastern Towhees were at 
PVSP (JMr) and 8/26 TOLHS (BO). The lone I.KELK 10/10 (SN). 
Orange-crowned Warbler was seen 10/8 October's featured buds are sparrows, 
UMDCF (BO,JS,NM). Nashville Warblers Some cf the eli> and flow is caught at feeders, 
arrived early and sta}m late with the first seen rut walking fields is usually necessary to locate 
8/26 TOLHS (BO) and the last 11/10 WIUK some species. Chipping Sparrows hit a peak 
(DOcl). A Yellow Warbler lingered until 9/29 of 100 on 10/16 at Johns Hqicins .Awlied 
at CENPK. (BO). The first Chestnut-sided Physi�Loo(JHAFL)(JWi). RChad35+ at his 
Warbler appeared 8/10 at WIUK (HZ); the feeders at WYNFD on 10/15 with five remain 
last was detected 9/28 at MANHN (BO). A f ing on 11/23. One was spotted 11/30 in the 
Magnolia Warbler lingered at the Oakland Longfellow section of \WSt Cohnnbia (DOd). 
Mills g;Mden plru (OKMGP) until 11n .(JW). Field Sparrow numbers at MI'PLT rose from 
The high count of that species was 10 on 9/27 three 10/4, to 32 on 10/12, � oot at 69 on 
at GWACP (BO). The first Cape May War- 10/19 (BO+). Despite searching, the onlyVes 
bler was present 8/30 along Treder Rd (MW). per Sparrows ooted were 10/21 at ALRGP 
Black-throated Blue Warblers peaked at (2-RC). Savannah Sparrow migration at the 
I.KELK 10/9 with 10 (JC). An early Yellow- UMDCF always produces good numbers. 
rumped Warbler appeared 9/4 at DANPV Peaks were reached on 10/22-194 & 10/24-208 
(RC) with a peak on 10/20 of 5o+- at UMDCF (BO,JS+). On 11n ALRGL had 18 Savannahs 
(BO,JS). A high of 22 Black-throated Green (RC). The last Gr�bopper Sparrow was 
Warblers was at MANHN 9/27 (BO). Black- spotted at UMDCF 10/22 (BO). A Nelson's 
bumian Warblers were well reported from Sharp-tailed Sparrow, certainly a highlight of 
8/19 DANPV (JS) to 9/30 HALMK (WEb). A the season, was present 10/15 UMDCF 
final Yellow-throated Warbler was noticed (BO,JS,KL). This bird was watched at close 
9/20 at FHWLP (BO). Palm Warblers range for several minutes while it methodically 
shm\edup9nCENPK(JC)withthelasttwoat ate seeds ofKanlow switch grass (one of the 
the OKMGP 11/11 (JW). There were several warm-season grasses planted in the last few 
nice counts of Palms: 10/10 UMDCF (60- years). It then dove into heavy vegetation in the 
BO,JS) & 10/21 MDBRK (30-RB,DP). The SWclleandwasnotseen�clespitesearching. 
relatively drab "western" was tallied on at least 
four occasions. The percentage of that sub- 
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BALMY DAYS PLEASE OCEAN Orv BIRDERS 
BY l<ATETUFTS 

PELAGICS At.NONE? 
BY 8oNN1E Orr 

W e are considering putting together a 
pelagic boat trip if \\e � enough 

interested parties. Craig Sholley ha! volunteered 
his services as a ooordinator. This trip \\QJJd 
involve plYing a boat and or leooer fee and 
spending the night at the shore before the trip. 
Please call or e-meil Bonnie Ott if :yoo are inter 
ested. 

Brants thrwgh � proved challenging to 
some, b.It in the end, eveiyone care aW'ifJ 
'M.th a smile. It was prdmlythe extraordinaiy 
views of the harlequin ducks that truly de 
ligbted the troqll. State birds v.ere jumpng 
onto 1i&ts left and right 

Mat ex day mo w.1S spent at Ame.ague 
State Park � an American bittern was 
thwgbtfu1 enoogh to hang around the edge of. 
the rood so all coold get increchble views of. 
this normally secretive bird. A very coopera 
tive· merlin loitered long enough to hold a 
\\akshq>. l\1ysteriws chip naes emerging 
from high grass keix the groop riveted for 
many minutes; a � wren wa\l the ooosen 
ses, b.It the raical never sho\\ed himself fur 
veri:fi.caticn 

A tired yet pnnped up grwp met at the 
Kitty Hm>Ac Grille that night for dinner and 
unexpected Ravem sighri1WJ; Qidly enough, . 
dinner did net appear until the last of the 
Ravens disappeared from view in a wave d. 
gloty and the odd calls of''v.oo( mo(" 

Day three came in with a ta:al chapge of 
vwather. Predi,�� d. 50 � fwnd hi!d 
ers ill pq:med fur reality. How mn· foggy 
and damp and 40 degrees at best. Back to the 
car trunks for warmer gear. 

The first destination, the Burton Island 
Trail w.iS closed fur hunting and the Indian 
River Inlet had such JlOCf' visibility that the 
groep soon pve up trying. Silver Lake in 
RehdJeth was a fruitful stq, hmwver, with 
many piddle ducks including a couple that 
had net been added to the list p-eviwsly. It 
was also close to l1't � and warm pizza 

AbaJt 105 birds v.ere reported for the trip 
and mo wt of. three days produced gloriws 
vwather. Not bad for January. 

ScHOOLEY MILL PARK CHECKLIST 
PuBLISHED 

I he Howard� Bird Oub has ?Jb. 
1ished a Bird Cneddist for School 

Mill P.uk. A ative effort. the c� was<Xmlpjled=BirdOub� ·· 
and dislnruted by die Howard 

d. Recrea1ioo and Parlcs. This c is the 
fwrth in a series d. checklists � for ����:= fur Centennial Pdik, Rockbum Parle and the 
Columbial..akes. 

This checklist provides data on the 180 
soecies ooserved at Schooley Mill between the 
�1980's and 2000. The data include the 
status (resident, migrant, visitor, or accidental) 
of � ies fur · · summer; m11 · and 
winter S1a1so indi� ies that have 
bred in the pnk. speC1 

The current Schooley Mill Pcuk coordina 
tor is N� Magnusson, \\ho can be reached 
at 410480-0.342 'M.th additional d:r;ervations 
for use in future revisions. The first � coor 
dinator, George Owe, instituted v.eek1v sur 
veys in 1988, which funned the basis :for the 
�list. 
I"'"'- The full · birders contributed their 
� li6'ls, si= and/or � skills in 
this effixt: Scott AtlctJsa1, .Johi1 Blabidel,. Jon 
� � a;::��JaJeDarfa: 
EdaJr, Gerald Elgett,_ David Hotnes, Mite Ketwln, =�-=�Bd>��� 
� Jo Solem .-Id Lisa StlMlfJs. RI.Ith Pacheco� 
;-� the � d the :Prairie Watblef .fur __ .. 
the rover. Thanks also to all cxher members 
\\ho coirtnooted by� trips or pnticipt- . . counls. the� mg�e alsom . . the � 0- videdbythefull�HowardCrunty 

Pf mentand�ofRecreation� �����= 
fur �cati . Gary � Director d. 
Recreation and� and John Bird, Chief of. 
the Bureau of.Parlcs. 

Checklists will be available at scheduled 
meet:i1WJ; and events. To reoeive a cq:J}1 in the 

send a stamped �tt:addressed envelope 
M@IS'lOD, 8589-F Falls Rnn sa, 

Ellicott ity, MD 21043. 

A birding trip to Ocean City in JamJaly 
usually means long underwear, 

heavy boots and warm gloves. Thus prep:ued, 
tv.enty members of the Howard County Bird 
Oub headed east on Januacy 13th for three 
days d. cold lWather birding on Matyland' s 
eastern shore. Boy, were they SUiprised. The 
\Wather turned pagitivelyoolmy. Jockets were 
unzipped, gloves discarded and by the end of. 
the first day, ooter layers were stowed in car 
tnmks. Vests and shirts were enwgb. The 
only thing missing was the sunscreen. 

The first stq, d. the day was the beautifhl 
Pickering Creek Environmental Center in 
Talbct County. Bald eagles immediately "Ml 
oomed the groop to this.400-acre preserve of. 
diverse lmtat ranging from opea fields to 
bard\\OOClfurest and nontidal \\etJaruis. It was 
a great way to start the day as numeroos birdc; 
were immediately added to the trip list. Spar 
rrm ptXeiltial here is high and odds are that a 
return trip in the full might be a high priority. 

After a quick stq, for lunch, the groop 
drove to the Emton Waste Wat.er Treatment 
Plant for more . bald eagl� harriers, many 
gulls and too many Canada geese. . - . - . -- 

The stq:> at the Chcpank Bridge was an 
unusual treat because there WdS 110 wind 
Ducks were varied b.It few due to the presence 
of. hunters cruising around in their fearsome 
camo-boot. However, once the hunters � 
the � birders and their arsenal d. sp<t 
ting scopes and high-powered binocs, they 
turned tail and headed for shallow water. 

A spur-of-the-moment side trip to the 
Fishing Bay Wtldlife Management Area 
proved to be the perfect ending to a perfect day 
ofbirding. It was that magical boor just before 
sunset and the birders were surrounded by 
25,000 acres of. tidal v.etlands with an oeca- 1----------- 
sional lcblolly pine to provide perching ix- 
bilities. The nnnor w.1S this was a good sp<t to 
find short-eared <Mis. It was a good rumor. A 
short-eared owl appeared almost immediately, 
as did a twgh-legged ha\\k Excited birders 
quicldy ticked aft' more lire birm. To add to the 
enchantment of the manent, a formatioo. d. 
tundra swans flew over and called to the bird 
ers that the day was done. All were reluctant to 
leave that special�- 

The second day started with a stq:> at the 
4th Street mud flats and then D11e extended 
vieMng at the Ocean City Inlet S� d. 
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T 11e fifth )'?31" of the HoWcud Coonty 
odonate (dragonfly and damselfly) 

survey produced just one new species, but 
added many new locations for dozens of 
species. 

A Springtime Darner (Basiaeschna 
janata) was fumd over riffles on the Little 
Patuxent River at David Force Park It raises 
the cwnty list to 88 species. Monitoring con 
tinued at established cwnty, state, Washington 
Sub.uhm Sanitu.y Commission (WSSC), and 
Columbia Association sites as well as some 
new ones. Howard County Department of 
Recreation and Parks (HCDR&P) personnel 
(especially Sue Muller who has become an 
odonate enthusiast) are providing good data 

Receiving special attention in 2000 was 
the Middle Patuxent Restoration Pttject at the 
University ofMaryland Central Farm. Reports 
were made to the Natural Resoortes Conser 
vation Service to help them � the effeo. 
tiveness of the prqject (members of the bird 
club also provide bird � for this site). 
Like\we. the Middle PdttJxentEnvtroiiniei 
Area (MPEA) was a major:fucus in 2000. 

The ™'· cwnty pID(S for much species 
have been tallied on a continuing basis are 
Centennial Park (since 1996) and Font Hill 
Wetland Park (since 1996-before the current 
wetland pttject was completed). A Yellow 
sided Skimmer was spdtted on the August 
odonate trip at Centennial bringing that parlc' s 
total to 49. Dragonhwrter and· Stream Bluet 
were added to the Font Hill list raising that 
total to 51-a fine testament to the variety of 
wetland habitats at this relatively small park 
At the MPEA. the Middle Patuxent River and 
ponds yielded 42 species in its second census 
)'?31". The list for the Washington Sub.uhm 
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) land is 41. 

Although cwnty vvater levels were closer 
to normal after 1'W )'9"S of drought, there 
seemed to be fe\\e1' odonates in many locations 
which may have been directly related to the 
mo previoas chy )'9"S. Every breeding season 
is diflerent and� surprises. 

Each )'?31" an increasing munber a. peo 
ple provide � phctograplls, specimens 
foond dead, exuviae (cag; skins), land pennis 
sion, or time in the field Special thanks to 
mentor Richard Orr, keeper of the Maryland 
list, who aI1S\W1'S so many questions; to Sue 
Muller, who provided doz.ens of records and 
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(Continued from page :Z) 
Fox Sparrows were not detected until 11n 
ALRGL (RC). The first migrant Song Spar- 
rows were 20 at FHWIP 9720 (BO). Crunty 

enca.uaged cwnty 6'lrea1n monitors to be alert numbers rose steadily with more than 100 birds 
for Jarvae and exuviae� to Nancy Magnusson. on five dates� the highs were 402 on 10/22 at 
atreasuredfield comcanion; andtoJ1'1VShep- UMDCF (BO) & 420 on 10/12 at MTPLT 

u�� -·.._-....., -J (BO). Even experienced birders sometimes find 
pan:!, who arranged visits and aux:,1, ipanied us it difficult to locate Lincoln's Sparrows. Oeto 
to a jewel of. a \wocled pond on state park ber in Howard Coonty is the time and phK:e to 
property. Others who provided help include find this subtly attractive bird The first anival 
Sue Neri, n.....,1·01son, Kurt Schwarz, n.-.,1 was 10/2 at ALRGP (BO). Several of the high 

>JQJ.:,• ._ ...... ,. ro.mts shattered previC11S records with 10 seen 
F� Marlee Lindon, Kate Tufts, Lynn on both 10/9 at MTPLT (BO) & 10/14 MD 
Moore, Jane Geuder, and Laurie Alexander. BRK (BO). The a9tonishi.ng all-time high was 
Carol Newman and George Theodoris passed 20 on 10/12 MTPLT (BO). Two were also 
along larvae fi:om mo 6'lrea1n monitorieg sites naed 10/16 JHAPL (JWi). The last Lincoln's 

was spdtted 10/31 at UMDCF (BO). Swamp 
(all specimens were retwned to their � Sparrows came in on time with one at Savage 
lmtat after identification). We continue to be 9/16 (.ROr). N\Ullbers rose at UMDCF from 58 

�byWSSCto on 10/15 to 127 on 10/22 and dropped back to �.:-.� .. &'�reservoirs= 30 by 11/4 (BO)S+). The first mo Wbite- 
ld.ll.U':S ""'"VU,l ...... 'f:> throated Sparrows arrived 9/29 at FHWLP 
pennission to cover cwnty rand.9 W1der the (BO). A Wbite-crowned Sparrow mare an 
jurisdiction ofHCDR&P. appea1ance 10/8 UMDCF (BO) with a C All county � and locations are . 35 on 10/22 UMDCF (BO). Daik-eyed 
mapped and have been compJterized. The list were net detected until 10/12 at MT.PL T (2- 

. BO). 
a.Howard Coonty and Mary)and odooates JS Rose-breasted Grosbeaks came through 
availitie on the Howard Coonty Bird Oub in a mo \\eek period fi:om one on 9/5 � 
-....i. http:'lwww.howarcbirds.org (HZ) to too on 9/19 WYNFD (.RC). The indi- 
wa1 � • 

1
• • • • • vidual high coont was five on 9/17 along the 

__ . An ar!!clLl!J the.� Sun m late :Middle P.mtcm; Eden Bude (J&'IDC). · The 
July featured the increasingly popu1ar study of. Jag; Blue Grosbeak was found 10/8 UMDCF 
odonates (including the Howard Camty ef- (BOt). Indigo Buntings hit a high of 20 on 
fort) p:iblicizing the new field guide Dragon- 9/21 at �T (BO). The Bobolink peak was 

. . . W Dun- a modest eight on 10/8 UMDCF (B()t). jlzes through Binoculars by Sidney · Eutem Meadomark numbers are 
lde. This is the ooly guide covering all of watched carefully for this declining grassland 
North America. If yoo have an interest in species. This season they were frurid at the 
these :fuscinating insects, it is \\Orth checking. UMDCF, MTPLT, andMDBRK with a high of 

u:1 · individuals to M.......... 11 on 11n at ALRGL (RC). The three Rusty 
ne encourage iXIIY<IEP Blackbird sigb.ting9 were singles beginning 

dead dragonflies Ja:,eJing them with date and with 10/20 at UMDCF (BO,JS). The last Or 
location These specimens may provide useful chard Oriole was naed 9/3 � c_ENPK (KS+). 
data did the S n..-- that Marlee All Purple Finch sightings were m as w . w.nnp JJCllllQ • . Novemberwithahighoffu.Jr:t: ll/5atCENPK 
Lindon fumd in her �- If yw � to (RC+). What a treat fur MW to see at least 160 
learn more mu dragonflies and damselflies, American Goldfinches feeding in a field of 
watch for details of. the amrua1 club odooate sunflOMl'S at W ATFD. 
trip led by iuchard Orr on Saturday, August ��M= ��:.,:: � 
18, 2001. KBBB. Kaan & Bii Bun, KBo • Ken Board, RB - 

If u,11 observe or collect contact Rod Eb1eV. MC • Ma/tha Chestem, JC ·,..::}!!! J- a,.,:,uuue,, Coslnn, 7DC. T. o.J11is Cosfnn, LC· Lisa.,.._,. 
Bob or Jo Solem at 301-725-5037 or at ode- gelo,RC-RaldrQJllson, WE-Wes�..Eb-Jaie 
nat@msn.oom. =-�:=�iH°'1::;�':t� 

• Mllce KMm, 1<L • Kathleen L.aGrilca, JL • Janet 
L\dm, NM· Nancy M� JMr • Joel Martin, 
GM - Gr.mJa AfcCb&, Me • .Jf/lf MellBr, SN· Sue 
Nett, SN. Bea NaNldrk, DOI � CN • 9::!. NaMnan, ROr � 
DaJfl .Odennalt, • .........., - ,....,_ ... 
On; Jl()s. Pnrasentm, - Bonnie Ott DP· Daw 
� SPe • Sheny PemJzl, ,., • Norma Petetsen, 
R&SPo • Ron & Srisan PoHaszek. CR· Cl}.te Roi> 
nett&, KSa • Katan &iM1' KS· Kl.ft SchNirz, RSm - 

Smith, JS. Jo So1sm, RS - Robelt Solem, 
Stok8s, ES· Eva� DT -Dick Ttdi, 

Tld\ MW· Mal< walace, CW· Carole 
w.ctJsaJ, JW. Jim Wlrchsa1. .NII- Jim Wh,saJ, 
AfWt. Michele� HZ -Helen Zelcmer, PZ • Paul 
Zuclcer 

) 

HOWARD COUNTY 0DONATE UPDATE 
BY JOANNE AND Bos SOLEM 
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Proeams are held at �Ilow El� Schooi 5470 Hesperus Dr� Cohmbia. Meeting is canceled if schools are closed for any reason, Hospitality session at 
7:3CJ pm. Meeting'program begins at 8:00 pm. Club bookstore opens at 7:.,Q pm. 

<, Thursday, March 8 ''Birding the Other Aleutians," by Scott Crabtree. 

Thursday, April 5 ''Birds and Mammals of Northern Tanzania," by Craig Sholley. 
Field trips meet as described for each !fip. CarpooJiru! is encoural!ell: riders share the cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field trip with stout, reasooably waterproof 
foot:2eai and la_yers of clothes. _Trips do not afways follow pa1hi NO pets, Leaders mqy cancel due to inclement weather or fewer than three participams. FOR 
INFORMATION, CAIL BONNIE OO'T, at 41().:461-3361 or e-mail bott@erols.mm 

-- March 8, Thursday- Lake Elkhorn Weekday Walk (8:30 am 2 hours) Leader: Bonnie Ott Meet at BrokenLandPalkwav lot. Walk the pa'{ed 
� around the lake in search ofwatetf<J\\1, \\OOdpeckers and, Wmter Wren. Great walk for new birders. No :fucilities. Pg. 43. tall Bonnie for info 
:zn0-461-3361. · · 

' March 10, Saturday-Annual Pot Luck Dinner See details in January-Februazy 2001 Goldfinch or call Mary-Jo Betts , 301-596-5859, for details. 

March 17, Saturday- Waterfowl Search (8:00 am 1/2 �) Leader: Jane Coskren. Meet at the concession stand of Centennial Parle We will 
carpool to various locations in Howard County to lode for migrating watetfowl. Scopes helpful. Pg. 5. Call Jane for info 410-381- 7344. 

March 18, Sunday - Centennial Lake (8: 00 am 3 hours) Leader: John Malonev. Meet at west end lot on Centennial Lane. Walk around the lake 
on paved pathlOOkingforwatetfowl. Fox Sparrows expected Greatforbeginnersl Facilities available. Pg. 5. Call John for info 301-317-4961. 

' March 20, Tuesday- Wiide Lake First Dax of Sp� Walk! (8:30 am 2 hours) Leader: Bonnie Ott Meet at boat clock Walk along the lake on 
roved path and possible muddy woodland patn. Waterfowl likely and variety of woodland birds. No :fucilities. Pg. 47. Call Bonnie for info 410-461- 
3361. 

March 24, Saturday- Mount Pleasant Fox Sparrow Search (8: 00 am 1/2 dc!Y) Leader: Kurt Schwarz. Meet at shed Moderate to difficult 
walking over hilly mown grass areas in search of'Fox Sparrows and otherwintenng species. Facilities available. Call Kurt for info 410-461-1643. 

March 25, Sunday- Centennial Pam (8:00 am 1/2 �) Leader: Mike Kerwin. Meet at \\eSt end lot off Centennial Lane. Walk around lake on 
paved path toviewwatetfowl and early migrants. Great:ffiinewbirders. Facilities available. Pg. 5. Call Mike for info 410-461-2408. 

March 31, Saturday-� Acres Birding by Ear for �ers (8:00 am 3 hours) Leader: Bonnie Ott Meet on Old Columbia and Rams 
Hom Row. Learn tips and techniques to identify birds by their voices. Easy walking on paved path through woodlands. No facilities, Pg. 24. Call 
Bonnie for info 410461-3361. 

April 1, Sunda}'. - Centennial Park (8: 00 am 3 hours) Leader: Karen Darcy. Meet at west end lot off CenteanialI ... ane, Walk the InVed path 
around the lake for a variety ofbirds. Woodland and wai:etbirds. Possible Boriatmfes Gulls. Facilities available. Great for new birders. Pg. 3. 

�P� 7, Saturday- Wilde Lake �er Walk (9:00 am 1-1/2 hours) Leader: Mike McClure. Meet at boat clock Learn the basics ofbird 
identification; how to use binoculars and field guides. Easy walking on paved path along lake and in woodlands, No facilities, Pg. 47. Call Bonnie 
for info 410-461-3361. 

April 8, Sunday-Centennia1Pam(8:00 am 3 hours)Leacler: RalP.hCullison. Meetat\\eStendlotoffCentennialLane. Walk the paved path 
around the lake; early spring migrants� be arriving. Lode for Caspian Terns. Facilities available. Excellent walk for novices. Pg. 5. 

Anril 11, Wednesday- Weekday Walk Font Hill Wetlands Pam (8:00 am 1-1/2-2 hours) Leader: Bonnie Ott Meet at sign on Font Hill Drive. 
Walk the paved path around ponds and wetlands for early spring migrants. Easy wa1king. No facilities, Call Bonnie for info 4 f0-461-3361. 

...._ April 14, Saturday- University of MD Central Fann (7:00 am 1/2 �) Leader: Bonnie Ott Trip will be limited to 15 pe<£Ie, Howard 
members given P-J.1ority. S� and other goodies with �ble shorebirds. Waders or high boots a must for first half oftri�·- cnange into dry 
terrainf<Xlt\war for the second half Very long hard walking involved No facilities, Call Bonnie to reserve a spot 410-461-3:f61. 

April 21, Saturday-Meadowbrook (8:00 am 1/2 �) Leader: Kurt Schwarz. Boots a must for a walk through this \\etland-dottedfieldarea 
Many migrants amving! Great for flyovers. No :racilities. Call Kurt for info 410-461-1643. 

�ril 22, Sunday- Mount Pleasant Bir_ding for �ers (9:00 am 1-1/2 hours) Leader: Mike Kerwin/Dave Holvoke. Celebrate Earth Dav! 
Learn the basics of how to identify birds; how to use binoculars and field guides. Meet at shed Facilities available. Calf Mike for info 410-461-2"408 . 

...... 
April 26, Thursday- G� Acres Weekday Walk (8:30 am 2 hours) Leader: TBA Meet at Rams Hom and ColwnbiaRd Walk this oaved 
path through \WOCl!ands along the Little Pcttuxent River. Migrants of all kinds possible, No :fucilities. Pg. 24. Call Bonnie for info 410-461-3361. 

<, 
Anril 28..l. Saturday- Daniels, Patapsco Valley State Pam Wildflowers and Butterflies (9:00 am 1/2 �) Leaders: Bob Solem and Dick Smith. 
Meet at Camels Den lot. Walk along the river to lode at the 9!.S})!ay of Dutchman's Breeches along with earlv spring butterflies. Possible spring 
azures, dusky-wings and swallowtails. Path may be muddy. No :fucilities. Pg. 32. Call Dick for info 410-997.:7439 or Bob 301- 725-5037. 

Anril 29, Sun�y-Audrey-Carroll Sanctuary, Frederick County (7:30 am 1/2 dav) Leaders: Ron and Sue Polniasz.ek. Meet at the MD 32 and 
I- iO oark-and-ncle. Walk tfiis mixed habitat of fields, woodlands and pond at the Audu6on sanctuary to lode for spring migrants. No facilities. Call 
Ronforinfo410-531-6658. 

Boardrequired, : of Directors m� are held the fuurih Thursday of the mooih at 7:30 pm, mless othelWISe noted, at the home of the board member listed H directions are 
please call the hosting board member. 

-March 22, Thursday Don Waugh, 9522AngelinaCircle, Columbia,MD21045,410-381-8841. 

- April 26, Thursday Kurt Schwarz, 9045 Dunloggin Ct, EllicottCity,MD 21042, 410-461-1643. 
MAY-JONE 2001 NEWSLEl'l'ER MATE.RIAL IS DUE MARCH 231,. 2001. Anyone ts welcome to contn'bute articles or ideas vJiich you 1hink will be of 
interest to other birders. Call or mail to Paula and Darius Ecket-1.,,�u �quilt Court, Columbia, MD 21045, Phone 41�3U:.916.5 or e-mail to 
Paulae2156@aoLmm. Also, please visit the club's site on the World wide Web at http://www.howanlbirds.org. 
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local goeemmeets; the local governments 
\\O.lld have oontrol over its own programs that 
will be designed to manage development and 
a:ber hwnan activities in the critical Area so as 
to protect areas of special environmental con 
cern and improve the quality of runoff into the 
bays. 

Worcester Coonty is the fastest growing 
oounty in Maryland; this is a way to insure 
smart groMll and to help protect coastal bay 
health. T\\0-thirm of Worcester Coonty is al 
rea:ly included in the Critical Areas Law, only 
the coastal bays watershed is rurrently ex 
cluded. 

Individual property owners \\O.lld still be 
oole to build a single family home on an indi 
vidual l<X, transfer a parcel of land to a fumily 
members, and build a private pier. Most farms 
in the � bays Wdtershed alrea:ly use Best 
Management Practices to prevent run-off of 
sediment and nutrients and have vegetated 
buffers. The change to the law allows continued 
harvesting of timber, as loog as it is done in a 
manner that follows the criteria to protect water 
quality and wildlife lmitat. and provides for 
1efotestation of timbered™ For more infor 
mation on Critical Areas, see http:// 
www.dnr.state.md.u&'criticalarea'. 

W hat a diflerence six 'OOI'ds make ... 

In the Maryland - legislature this year, 
House Bill 99, ''Entitled: Chesapeake Bay Crit 
ical Areas - Addition of Coastal Bays," is a 
simple bill that amends Section 8-1807(a) by 
adding a third sua;ection: 

(3) ALL COASTAL BAYS OF THE 
STATE. 

So w.hy is that important? Section 8- 
1807( a) defines the planning area of the Cbesa 
peake Bay Critical Area The law is designed to 
protect vitally imporlant land and water re 
sources. The "Critical Area" is all land within 
1000 feet of the mean high water line of tidal 
waters of the landward edge of tidal 'Wetlands 
or tributary streams, including the tidal waters 
themselves: The change to the law would pri 
marily affect Worcester County and Ocean 
City. The change \\O.lld include the coastal 
bays Wcl1:ershed--th areas that drain into the 
bays that are part of the Atlantic Ocean 
(�Bay, Isle of Wight Bay, Sinep.vc 
ent Bay, Chinaxeague Bay). Some of the best 
birding areas. Crucial haoitat for terrestrial 
wildlife, plants, shellfish, and many species of 
fish is pnxected under the Critical Areas law. 

The Critical Areas Law is implemented 
on a cooperative basis between the state and 
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CONSERVATION COLUMN Scour NATURALIST PRCX:iRAM IN 

BY Bos SoLEM New YORK 
BY MARTY BRAZEAU 

S coots 14 and oloor and adult leaders 
can enroll in the mo week ''Scout Nat 

uralist Program" this summer at Massawepie 
Scoot Reservation in the New Yark Adiron 
dack Mountains. Director Marty Brazeau, is 
funning a group afMaiyland scouts to partici 
ptte in the programl Graduates will be able to 
teach scouts abrut ecology and conservation 
during troop meetings and on camping trip; 
that explore natural areas. They will receive a 
handsome scoot naturalist oodge. Scoots will 
shaipen their "self-taught naturalist" skills as 
we explore forest, lakes, and streams. Instruc 
tion on nature hike and conservation project 
leading will be given. There will be an empha 
sis on bird study throughoot the prcgram, Dur 
ing week mo, canoe and ooclqmc through the 
Cranbeny Lakes Wtldemess Area The $450 
program fee includes all expenses except travel 
to camp. Scholarships may become available. 
For more information call Marty at 410-665- 
7462 or e-mail him at scootna 
ture200l@rol.com. More delailed program in 
formation given on the v.eb at: http:// 
M.mStaffAlwnni.mg/Naturlsthtm. 
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