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SATURDAY, MAv9, 1998 
BY PAUL ZUCKER 

S
ince 1948, the Maryland flight, and location. The sighting can be Plover, Upland Sandpiper, Sanderling, 
Ornithological Society has reported to the area coordinator for that White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral 
conducted an annual May Count sector at the tally; and the bird may be Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, 

Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's 
Eveiyoneisurgedtojoinin;nomatteryoursk:ill added to the count if we are assured Phalarope, Bonaparte's Gull, He"ing 
level. Identification is only part of being double counting did not take place. Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster's Tern, Barn 
successful; you have to spot the bird first, so Separate tally sheets and hours need to Owl, Chuck-will's-widow, Yellow-bellied 
everypair cf'eyes helps. And, itis greatfun. The be kept for feeders and for owling. Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, 
oompiler for Howard County is Paul Zucker. UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS: Any Olive-sided Flycatcher, Alder 
Call him at 301-279-7896 (Horne) or 443-778- species not previously recorded in the J=tycatcher, Horned Lark, Black-capped 
4971 (Office), &-mail pau/.zucker@jhuapl.edu county or listed on the enclosed checklist Chickadee, Winter Wren, Marsh · Wren, 
to participate in the oount. Paul will pair you up needs to be documented. Acceptable Go/den-crowned Kinglet, Gray-cheeked 

ith lse if 'd like based documentation includes the name of the Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike, 
WI someone e you , on your Philadelphia Vireo, Go/den-winged 
skill level, and assign you an area to cover. person making the identification, names Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Summer 
Special�iµehqtlQ@w�e, of all others who saw the bird, when and Tanager, Pine Siskin, Dickcissel, 
Or, if you prefer, you may contact one of the where it was seen, lighting conditions, American Tree Sparrow, Henslow's 
following area coordinators: MikeMcC/ure410 optics used, behavior of the bird, time Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Dark-eyed 
531-2780, Bonnie Ott 410 461-3361, Jo Solem period observed, field marks, etc. Junco, or Rusty Blackbird. 
301 725-5037, or Chuck Stirrat 410 531-2417. Sometimes sketches help. Some examples THE TALLY DINNER!! 
If you are interested in being an area of what is considered unusual are: Pied- Everyone who participates in the count is 
coordinator, please oontad Paul Zucker. billed Grebe, Homed Grebe, Great welcome to attend the tally pot luck. If you 

HOW IT WORKS: The county has Egret, Snowy Egret, Yellow-crowned are unable to attend, please make 
been divided into seven areas (as for the Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Tundra Swan, arrangements with your area leader or the 
Winter Count), each with an area Snow Goose, Green-winged Teal, compiler to turn in or phone in results 

American Black Duck, Northern Pintail, coordinator. The area coordinators will during the count day or early that evening: Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, · American 
assemble the parties and combine their Wigeon, Canvasback, Ring-necked Call Jan Randle at 410 531-6296 to let 
results after the count. All parties however Duck, Greater or Lesser Scaup, her know the number of people coming 
must make sure their day lists are Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted from your party and your choice of food to 
delivered to the tally rally. Leaders are Merganser, Hooded Merganser, Ruddy share. Non-cooks and all day counters can 
responsible for tracking party miles and Duck, Merlin, Wild Turkey, Virginia Rail, ask Jan for alternative suggestions. 
time, names and addresses of the Sora, American Coot, Semipalmated Dinner usually begins between 6:30 and 
participants, and documentation for i-,---T--1-------p---, 7:00 pm. The tally will begin at 8 pm. The 
unusual sightings. Observers within ,NS/DE I HIS SSUE �GE Randles live in Braebum which is on the 
talking or shouting distance of each other 199 7 HOWARD COUNTY LIST 2 west side of Cedar Lane in the section 
are considered one party. If two or more north of MD 32 and south of the 
birders spend an hour together on foot, POTLUCK THANKS 2 stoplights at Owen Brown and Freetown 
that constitute� one party hour; however, if WINTER BIRD RECORDS 3 Roads. The entrance road to the area is 
one member is separated from the other Braebum Road, tum right on Lochridge 

.for Vi hour, then the total is 1\/i party !ATLAS PRESENTATION 4 and continue to first house on left after 
hours. All birds (including, ugh, Starlings, Hiltbrook Drive; 6424 Lochridge Road. 
and House Sparrows) must be counted. "25TH YEAR PICNIC ANNOUNCED 5 

Large flocks can be estimated. If you see Ip MS t: TR''PS 5 
thi . . id . d ROGRA AND r/ELD I I I some ng exciting outsi e your assigne 

area, make a note of the time, direction of 'CONSERVATION COLUMN 6 
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POTLUCK THANKS 
BY MARY-Jo Bms 

O ur zs" anniversary potluck dinner 
was a great success. Thanks to 

everyone who brought such delicious dishes 
and to those who presented the really 
outstaooing slide programs. This year's 
event was especially fun. With the thoughtful 
planning of Marty Chestem, each of us was 
able to have our own history of the club in a 
beautifully infonnative placemat Marty 
made all 60 of these by hand She actually 
started working on them last summer. Other 
events included door priz.es ( donated by 
Marty and myself), bouquets of appreciation 
for Marty Chestem andJo Solem (two of our 
hardest working club members), and our 
club's founder, Nanine Rhinelander. Nanine 
spcice to us about the eady years of our club, 
recognizing the early mermers who 1rere 
due, noting their hard fflllk that helpoo 
make the club what it is today. 

Again this year we must note how many 
members helped to make the dinner 1he great 
� that is was. l\.fany !has to Monnm- ·-- 

fCiJ#li,rued on page 4) 

We again had no Barn Owl and no 
Black Tern. 

Will 1998 be a good year? Get out 
there and find some birds! Have some 
fun! Share your finds by activating the 
Howard County Rare Bird Alert; call Bea 
Newkirl< on (301) 411-1902. 

Thanks to the following members 
who submitted their complete 1997 lists: 
Qennls Coskren, Jane Coskren, Darius Ecker, 
Marcus James, Michael Kerwin, Brigitte Lund, 
Jo Solem, and Chuck Stlm1t. Jo So/em's sea 
son reports and special counts compiled 
by David Holmes and Jo Solem, Paul Zucker, 
and Mike McClure and Chuck Stlnatcaptured 
species not reported by individual contrib 
utors. Bob Solem provided computer ex 
pertise. Individuals who submitted their 
1997 annual lists will receive this compi 
lation. Others may obtain it by sending a 
stamped, self-addressed long envelope to 
Jane Coskren, 6324 Sandchain Road, 
Columbia, MD 21045. 

ADDENDUM: 1996, remove Forster's 
Tem and add Dickeisser. - -- �- · - - 

- A 1 YEAR Low 
BY JANE H. COSKREN 

1 

I knew it had to happen. We were 
bound to have a dismal annual 
list, but I diet not expect it to be 

this dismal. The 1997 Howard County Year 
List of 216 species is not a record low, but it 
is our lowest total since 1987. The 1997 
birding year certainly was lackluster; our 
telephones were not ringing off the hook 
with alerts from our faithful rare bird callers. 
Significant misses are Cattle Egret, Snowy 
Egret, non-breeding owls, Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, Marsh Wren, and Mourning 
Warbler. We missed Vesper Sparrow for the 
first time in 19 years. 

There are some highlights: Whip-poor 
will (missed the three previous years), 
White-rumped Sandpiper, Stilt Sandpiper, 
and Red Crossbill. These unusual species 
were seen by very few people. In fact, most 
Howard County birders had to trek to neigh 
boring Carroll County to see a Red Crossbill. 
White-winged Crossbills were not located in 
Howard County, but were present for months 
in Carroll County. 

1997 HOWARD COUNTY List 
- COMMON LOON - REo-sHOULDERED HAWK -WHIP-POOR-will -SWAINSON'S THRUSH - NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH 
- P1ED-81LLED GREBE - BROAD-wiMOED HAWK - CHIMNEY Swnrr '"'HERMIT THRUSH - Lou1S1AHA WATBffiffnfSH 
- HORNED GREBE - REo·TAILED HAWK - RUl!IY·THIWATl!O HUMMINGBIRD-WOOD THRUSH - KENTUCKY WAftl!ILER 
- DouBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT-- ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK - BEL TED KINGFISHER - AMERICAN ROl!IIN - CONNECTICUT WARBLEII 
-AMERICAN BITTERN - AMERICAN KESTREL -RED-HEADED WOODPECKER -GRAY CATBIRD -COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 
- GREAT BLUE HERON - MERLIN � RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER - NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD - HOODED WAlll!ILE!R 
- GREAT EGRET - PEREGRINE FALCON - YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER � BROWN THRASHl!R r Wu.SON'S WARBLER 

-- LITILE BLUE HERON - RING-NECKED PHEASANT '- Dofflly WOODP£CKER - AMERICAN PIPIT - CANADA WAMlEII 
- GREEN HERON - WILD TURKEY - HAIRY WOODPl!CKEl'I -CEDAR WAXWING ·- YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 
- BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT·HEROJ,INORTHERN 8oBWHITE - NORTHERN FUCKER -EUROPEAN STAl'ILING ,.. SUMMER TANAGER 
- TUNDRA SWAN - AMERICAN Coor - PILEATED WOODPECKER -WHITE-EYED VIREO - SCARLET TANAGER 
- MUTE SWAN -AMERICAN GoLDEN·PLOVER - 0UVE-61DED FLYCATCHER � BLUE-HEADED VIREO - NORTHERN CNIDINAL 
- SNOW Goose - SEMIPALMATED Pt.OVER - EAsTERN Wooo-PEWEE - YELLOW-THROATED VIREO - ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 
-CANADA Goose - KILLDEER - AcAolAH FLYCATCHER - WARBLING Vll'IEO - BLUE GROSBEAK 
- Wooo DucK -GREATER YELLOWLEGS - WILLOW FLYCATCHER - Ptm.ADELPHIA VIREO -- INDIGO BUNTINO 

·- GREEN-wlNGEO TEAL - LESSER YELLOWLEGS - WST FLYCATCHER - REo-EYED VIREO ..- EASTERN TOWHEE 
- AMERICAN BLAcK DucK - SOLITARY SANDPIPER - l:AsTERN PHOEBE - BLUE-wlNGEO WARBLER - �AN TREE 9H.RROW 
- MALLARD - SPOTIED SANDPIPER - Gl'IEAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER -Gol..DEN-wlNGED WARBLER -CHIPPING SPARROW 
- NORTHERN PINTAIL - SEMIPALMATEO SANDPIPER - WTERN KINGBIRD - TENNESSEE WARBLER - FIELD SPARROW 

BLUE-w!NGEO TEAL -WESTERN SANDPIPER -HORNED LARK - 0RANoE-cROWNED WARBLER ,-SAVANNAH SPARROW 
- NORTHERN SHOVELER - lEAsT SANDPIPER - PutlPLE MARTIN - NASHVILLE WARBLER � GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 
- GADWALL - WHITE-ftUMPED SANDPIPER -TREE SWALLOW - NORTHERN PARULA - Fox SPARROW 
- AMERICAN WIGEON - PECTOl'IAL SANDPIPER - NORTHERN RoUGH-wlNGED -YELLOW WARBLER - SONG SPARROW 
- CANVASBACK - STILT 8ANl)PIPER SWALLOW - CHESTNUT-slDED WARBLER - LINCOLN'S SPARROW 
- REDHEAD -COMMON SNIPE ,- BANK SWALLOW - MAGNOLIA WARBLER - SWAMP SPARROW 
- RINo-NB:KmlJucK - AMERICAN WooococK -CUFF SWALLOW - CAPE MAY WARBLER - WHITE-THROATED SPAtll'IOW 
- GREATER SCAUP - LAUGHING GULL - BARN SWALLOW - BLACK-THROATED BLUE - WHITE-CROWNED S,,MMOilf 
- LESSER SCAUP - 8oNAPARTE's GULL -'BLUE JAY WARBLER - DARK-EYED JUNCl!J 
- 0LDSQUAW - RING-BILLED GULL - AMERICAN CROW - YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER - BOBOLINK 
- BLACK ScOTER - HERRING GULL - FISH CROW - BLACK-THROATED GREEN - RED-wtNGED BLACKBIRD 
- SURF ScOTER - lcELAND GULL -CAROLINA CHICKADEE WARBLER - EASTERN MEADOWLARK 
- COMMON GOLDENEYE - LESSER 8LAcK-eACKED GULL ""1'UFTEO TITMOUSE - 8LAcKBURNIAN WARBLER - RUSTY BLACKBIRD 
_ 8uFFLEHEAO - GLAUCOUS GULL - RED-eREASTED NUTHATCH - YElLOW·THROATED WARBLER - COMMON GRACKLE 
- HoooeD MERGANSER - GREAT 81.AcK-eACKED GULL - WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH - PINE WARBLER - BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 
·'COMMON MERGANSER - CASPIAN TERN - BROWN CREEPER - PRAIRIE WARBLER -ORCHARD ORIOLE 
-RED-BREASTED MERGANSER -COMMON TERN -CAROLINA WREN - PALMWARBLER -8ALTIMORE0RIOLE 
- RUDDY DucK - RocK[)ove - HOUSE WREN - BAY-BREASTED WARBLER - PURPLE FINCH 

-·BLACK VULTURE 'MOURNING Dove -WINTER WREN - BLAcKPOLL WARBLER - House FINCH 
-TURKEY VULTURE - BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO - GoLDEN-CROWNEiD KINGLET -CERULEAN WARBLER n- RED CROSSBILL 
- OSPREY - YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO � RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET - BLACK·AND-wHITE WARBLER - PINE SISKIN 
- BALD EAGLE -EASTERN SCREECH-Owl - BLUE-GRAY GlllATCATCHER .-- AMERICAN REDSTART _. AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 
--· NORTHERN HARRIER -GREAT HORNED Owl. - EASTERN BLUEBIRD - PROTHONOTARY WARBLER -· EVENING GROSBEAK 
-SHARP-SHINNED HAWK - BARRED Owl. -VEERY - WORM-EATING WARBLER -House SPARROW 
- COOPER'S HAWK - COMMON NIGHTHAWK --' GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH - OVENBIRD 



THE GOLDFINCH 

WINTER BIRD RECORDS: DECEMBER 1, 1997 
TO FEBRUARY 28, 1998 BY JOANNE SOLEM 
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T he mild .· wina . brwgbt tdativdy few unexpected . s. Despite 
open waw, � !ICelllOO to 
be no nut slmdant than in many 

� years. Gull tllllm'S were at a low point. 
The mca dnunabc drup in their mmmers was 
at Alpha .Ridge lamlfilf (ALRGL) because the 
non-n,cyclable "11.\'le is being shiAm oot of the 
ooonty. Finally, northern speaes (with the ex 
cq,tion of Rccl-breaJd Nuthatches) did not 
1naleriali2e in mnmers-« at all. 
' No . loons were rep:,rted. Pied-billed 
Grebes were seen thrwichoot� · at O:olcamial Pmk (CENA{) <m obs. with a 
hiJdt of 4 al Lake Elkhorn ) 2/4 & 
Mi tin. The only 8ol"Ded Grebe wm seen 
elf � (PIG'IL) on Triadelphia R.esem>ir 
(1RIRS) 12/1 (MW), 

After� nemog bm year at Van 
tage � three Grall Blue Beromwere bEd near the nests in la1e January (MC). There were 
$CllllCnid single Tundra Sw1111 rq>orlfd in Dec 
(MW: MK) . and . early Jan (JC; . DN; DOd; 
J&RS). Midwn:r' Count (MWCT-2.fT) 1allied 
44 countywide. F.ighty were migmting over 
Wilde Lake (WIUK) 2128 (HZ). As usual a 
few Snow Geese wintenid in company with 

· .. � .hi&h W8S 2 (1 bloc)iri 1rfteld in 
Fulton (DOd). � nunm of Canada Geese 
climbs CVCI)' year. CENPI< hosled 2,000 on 
12/17 (JC). while the total for MWCT ex 
ca:ded 8.<XX>I It's an incrca.gng chaUengc to 
pick oot those that arc migrating. Good candi 
d!� '* the JOO in :i high Ood<s headed 
north on 2/27 over Burteiah Manor (MK). 
One �- (f) Wood 11uck was &plltod at l.KELK 1112 (1&.RS) & 2122 (JC), \Wile a 
male (m) Green-winaed Teal made a brief �·aa WlllJ{l/4 (}£ DOd). High 
OOlmlS of Mllllrds were on mm oonds in ilie 
WC§:. t/8 Clalk's 200 & 211 Wata"ford 
(WA'IFD) l� (MW). One hwmed � 
can Black Ducks were on the Quarry Pond 
(QlJARY) on Brighton Dam Rd. 12/20 (MC; 
HZ). A� · of Nonbem 

Plnaails . 

' at WA'IFO 
on 2n hin-'e been early migranCs 
oomicb"ing the ":ics winter. Thn,e Noribern 
Shovelers were spptted at CBNPK 12n {l(S). 
On the same dase & on 12/13 KS had 3 m 
Gadwalls at CENPK. One was seen on 
MWCT on a pond on Old Frederick Road 
between Underwood & Forsythe Roads 
(D&MH). Al"'ICrican Wipn taaled 92 on 
MWCT: 89 � in wcsern Howard County 
(HOWCO). 

Once again. C8IMllbM:k numbels \\CC 
n�: 8 at CENPK 2/lS (MK) & 6 at 
Wlll..K I /J (D()d) were ha The Redhead 
lugh was 7 ac the QUAR\' 1/14 (HZ.MC). 
Rbag,ac,dcal Ducks were seen in scaaercd lo 
� all winla' with a high of 2.� al the FJ1iott 
Rd. .. Pend. 1124 (KS). A sinale Okllquaw . was . 
� bridly at CENPI( 1/10 (MK). Com- 
lllCII �were seen at CENPI< 12128 5 

f (KS) & 1/1 at LKELK 5 (4 t)) (DE, JS, 
mobs.) Bufflebeam were present at CENPI< 
through the period with · a high of 34 

. 
on I /2 

(MK). Most hooded Merg1111er records were 
in Dec. MWCT turned up 33. Genernlly mun 
bers of watmowl on 1RlRS were low, perhaps 
partly due to the extraordinarily low waler lev 
els needed for dam 1118iimlana:. Despite that 
situation, one species set a new record Sm 
1990, 100 to 225 Common Merpmen have 
been found almost every winter on 1RlRS with 
a previws high of 244 in 1993 (NM). On 11-' 
near PIGIL, 447 were <nD1led (JS, MW) of 
which ,00/o were estimated to be males. On 
1/11, 268 were 1ee11 from Brightop 0arn (JS). 
In�. no RecM,re&Wed Ma'pdllen 
were seen an the flock on l /5. By the third week �=���f��� 
(JC) & Slanfonl Rd. Pond 2 on 2/26 (JC). 
Ruddy Ducks were pn:sent tluoo&h the period 
with a high of (i() on 12/6 at CENA< (JC). 

The wlt&R roost in the village of Wilde 
Lake was used throoghoot the winter. During 
much of Jan & Feb 225 to 230 birds could be 
!lX21 each evening (MC). The hiJdt oount was 
close to 300 on &iWCT �H). flle Bald Ea 
_. were sighted in the vicinaty of the nest on 
1RIRS durina Dec& over the dam area in Feb 
(sev. obs.) WSSC pmonnel repor!ed that the 
buds were on the nest. Two a&J1t Bald F.agles 
in a field abl2 Old � Rd. in souah 
easrirrn HOWCO 1/25 (BN) were� 
::,����� 
Pufttxt were oourting and � mt yair's , . the 6r&t week m Jan (RM). A ligh.t phase 

Hawk wm a treat at the AL 
RC. � It ffllS still presr.o.t a 

week latet during a trip to that location 
(m.oos.). An imin. No...,_ Gcllba,vk WU 
SDOttlld hunting alona Stanfold M 2/3 (IC). 

the cw.:= =':.e � twice along 
'IRlRS: 115 Picnt: s (MW) & the 1lrst � of 

��J=�� 
on 12/ll (JC) & - on 2/21 (KS). A hi&h 
� cl 24 Killdeer were � at the milk 
�) an Leishear M 12/20 . (JC, 

. 
.JS). 

Commoa ...iuuu- Snipe were found in two locatiml8 on 
MWCT: 2 atMLKPI' (JC JS) & 3 at Univ. Md 
Cent. Fann (M&CM, CR. RSm). Thn,e or 4 
Americal Woodcock were making OOlDtShip 

flight at Gateway 2126 (J&IDC). Gulls were a major disaR>ointment this 
season. With most of the �·s non 
recyclable trash now being shi� fo Vuginia, 
the gull numbers at ALRG.. · dramati- 
allly. On MWCT, GS, RC, cwnted 210 
Rinled-billed Gulls, 387 Herring.Gulls, and 
6 Great Black-backed Gulls. This � 
with the 5,000 to 10,000 

.. 
· � · seen in previ 

ous years Often a group that COlllained 
whib:).� . ·. . and� ladc.-badced 
Gulls. Jutt· one� later; on the chi> field t:rn> . 

·• 

to the landfill. the situation was even moit 
�·Ttic,� '· forthethree . 

. 
� ... ·�·.iMilJ .' . �� hit... • "belowm lw ' � 

nolfd at . a . .. on ru. 1Qt · 
.. 

·.-. . MU1 Park ( . · olt I/3t� .. , : � 
bdied�were-� , ! ·. e. . . IID1 �-����·..,. PbodJCI . One� spottoo at AM 
1/1 on the chi,. 6dd trip (DOI) & MS still 
present on 1125 (DE). One also appeared on 
New Year's Day in Timberieigh (DN). With 
the lade. of soow, Homed Larks were not easy 
to come by. One was found in western 
HOWCO on MWCT (PJ, BW+). 

Red-breuted Nuthatches were the most 
widespread. northern species. They ·were JX)ted 
all winier in m<B large pine Slands (and some 
small ones) and oa:a.gona}}y at feeders. Good 
l1Uimets included 16 on 12/28 Patuxent River 
&ate Pai1c. (PA 1RP) Rt. 97 and 6 the same day 
on Jennin,rJ Chapel Rd (PA1RP-JC) (DE); 4 
at Hugg-'I'hona WMA on 12/14 (D&MH); & 
10 near T. Duckett Res. in (JC, JS). the 
MWct 4181 � 93. Few Golden-crowned 
Kingletl were spotted and the on1y Rub)'- 
crowned . lad� were all see� · . . 

1/1·4.: 
C8NPK !_<l& flEl)GEROW . W} � (HZ.Ma� .·.· 

sam.;mtwo�A'"· �ff� 
mft 'lbndlb. SLMLP.... . �iua- 

• ·.. t ; ' 
. 

' .. ��-. 04 ' tiOrl of s<HP., . , � . . . m :� .a=.£P a Gl'lfl � a Brown . . on 
n.o J� . 

• ' 

. 

;.Tsar . A c:albird was � 
at . 

1/3 eating nrultiflora rose hips (D()d). 
ooscner'S found 2 lingering �: 

Ridac Paik (D&PE. J&.FM) & Rodc oom Braid Parle (BO, CG). The only Ameri- 

(Continued on p11ge ") 

EACH SEASON HOWARD COUNTY BIRD SIGHTINGS ARE COMPILED AND SUBMITTED TO MAtYUND 
8MDLJFE AND FE.D Norn. BECAUSE BOTH PUBLICATIONS PROVIDE OVERVIEWS FOR LARGE AREAS, 
ONLY A FRACTION OF HOWARD CouNTY SIGHTINGS ARE PUBLISHED. THE RECORDS ARE NOT LOST, 
HOWEVER FOR THEY ARE THE BASIS FOR COUNTY RECORDS. ALL RECORDS ARE WELCOMED AND 
APPRECIATED. AAY INDIVIDUAL WHO TURNS IN SEASONAL SIGHTINGS �ECEIVES A COPY OF THE COUNTY 
COMPILATION. To REQUEST A FORM ON WHICH TO LOG DATES, PLEASE CALL (301) 725-5037. THE 
BOARD HAS REQUESTED THAT A DIGEST OF THE SEASONAL HIGHLIGHTS APPEAR IN THE NEWSLETTER. 
OBSERVERS ARE REFERRED TO BY THEIR INITIALS (SEE THE LIST AT THE END OF THE ARTICLE). 
LOCATIONS ARE WRITTEN OUT THE FIRST TIME CITED; THEREAFTER, ABBREVIATIONS ARE' USED. 
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(Continued from page 2) 
(Cmatitiuedfrom page 3) and Rod Botsai who ,umin as they have in all can Pipiu were 2 CXlUllted at the landfill on 2n �· 
(GS. RC. Bol). Cedar Waxwing., were found pass years brought the sodas and ice. Thanks 
throu� the winter. MWCT tallied 863. also go to Maureen Harvey who greeted each 

One of the nicest records of the season of 'th bad e( hi h by the was a late Blue-headed Vll"OO at PA1RP-JC us WI a name g w c way, 
(12128) (DE). The observer documented this Marty dressed up with a bird on each badge), 
sighting with a careful description and a Kurt Schwarz for bringing and Dave Harvey 
sketch. Yellow-nnnped Warblers were not for running the slide projector, Bob Solem for 
seen in any munbers or particular abundance making up a poster for the wall with our club's 
with a high of 3 on 2/18 at CENPK (J&TDC). time line, Brigette Lund for coming early and The most intriguing warbler sighting was a 
Yellow-breasted Cbat which appeared in a arranging our forsythias in the bottles for our 
protcctod yard in � Colwnbia during mild table cemerpieoes, Mike Kerwin for taking 
Fcbwcather(2/15)(MIB). over Maud's responsibilities as president. 

Eastern Towlk>a wintered SUC<lC.�sfully 
judging from the 12 on 12120 & 10 on 2n in Helen Zeichncr. Dianne Johns. Bob Lund. and 
O\'Criappi� but not idcntiad OOWlt territories all others mentioned above and anyone after 
in Q!ffiatstcrn HOWCO (JC JS). whom I might have missed for coming �ly 

On MWCT Savannah Sparrow8 were and setting up the � and staying later to 
fotllld at 3 � in good nwnbers: ALRGL 16 clean. A special thanks goes to Maud Banks. (GS. RC. BOl). Mt. Pleasant 14 (KS). & ..L MLKPT 6 (JC. JS). While Fox Sparrows lin- who unfortunately was wwle to come due to 
ga't'(j into Dec 112120. 5 in s.e. HOWC'O (JC. a previous commitment. ,Maud still made sure 
JS)). there were only 2 foond on MWCT: to mnn off all the �-' filled 'th 0&rS' Mill Rd.(MK) & e. Colwnbia (MJB). -"I'· co111a1ners WI our 
By mid-Feb, they were probably migrating plates. uteM1s. etc. H6wever, more importattt, 
wid1 I on 2/13 at Tal:Jot's Landing (T ALLG) Maud is the reasoo we were able to leve the 
(RG). By 2128 there were 2 at SLMLP dinner at the Owen Brown C6mmunily 
(HZ.MC). Akhowdl some feeder watchers Center. This ceRler could lxd our date well in 
complainc:d ma few Whbe-dlro.cect Spar- 
ffl"1l. a lack of snow along. with ample natural advance . so � could site .every · one plenfy . of 
food mav have � t&m in fields � to Id: the daltaside (this WdS somedting 
�rows:-00 12� ae, count area 169 wcwe* nevefabfe to doat our previous site). 
Wluto-th�tcds (JC. JS). On zn Clark's & Yet �-6est pa,t of all. because Maud is . a 
WA TFD m western HOWCO produced a · . . 
combined total of more than 80 � . wember of the Owen Brown C0tmcd. the club 
crowned SpatTOWS (MW). . . I was able to gef. file racility free of charge! You 

A flock of a dozen Ealrem Mad- carmot get any better tlwr that Everyone's 
cnvlalils was � at. Belmont 2(1 �DK. U). . .._ mid, this night grail ftm for all. 
Pu'l)lc liinch S1Khtings were lomted: 1211 
(TALLG) I (RG)& 1/2 &2/10 inc. Colwnbia 
(MIB). nae onty flock of ac:Jl!R>ills of any color 
were Red Crossbills at HEGRW on 1 /12 
when 20 were ota:rvcd (HZ). 

The one oddity reported was a Mallard/ 
Wood Duck hvbridwhich this winter was seen 
at WILLK l /i 7 (JB). Previous rqx,ns of .this 
bird (sinoc Oct 1994) had been at CENPI<. 

Cbavers: All �lting; are appreciatoo. 
11\0SC cited by initial m the above article are 

='A�j� �EdW�� =-� ��a..���& r:..��1:14:S,rt::_;. 
a.i,e'�'l�,.,.,� .. ,-... . 
mond llbrw � � a.a. . B«i 
NfMtldlfc � OdlmllS • a.,, a���� .ix .r � .(SPA a..- RGlt.. Kat Sclrftn 

fKSJ, Ga,o :=� � 
���.£-=-�1£�"'= rffllll}'� •• � 

BIRD CLUB PRESENTS COPY OF 
BREEDING BIRD ATLAS TO 

wssc 
Q n Friday, March 6. 1998 mem- 

bers of the Howard County Bird 
Club presented a copy of the Atlas of the 
Breeding Birds of Maryland and the 
District of Columbia to representatives 
of the Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission (WSSC). Jane Coskrcn. co 
chair of the Howard County Atlas effort, 
presented the book to Larry lager. Water 
shed Protection Supervisor and Corporal 
Bart Pitts. Also present for WSSC was 
Dave Faison. Director of Security. In 
addition to Jane; the Bird Club was rep 
resented by President Maud Bank, Vice 
President Mike Kerwin, Bob and Jo 
Solem. and Martha Chestem. See photo 
below. 

The completed statewide Atlas re 
sults were given in appreciation for per 
mission to survey the land adjoining Tri 
adelphia and T. Duckett reservoirs dur 
ing the 1983-198'7 pertod of field work. 
Thecooperation-and courtesy of the wa 
tershed enforcement officers was much 
appreciated by members of the Howard. 
Montgomery, and Prince George's chap 
ters of the Maryland Ornithological Soci 
ety engaged in the project. 
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Programs are held at Longfellow Elernentaiy School, 5470 Hesperus Dr., Columbia Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for any reason. 
Hospitality session at 7:30 pm �feetiJlWrogram begins at 8:00 pm. ChJb bookstore opens at 7:30 pm. 
May 14, Thursday "Birding in England," by Larry Hood. I..any remms to join us for our 25th year oolebration Larry was an organiz.er of 

our chapter and was a local and state-wide field trip leader. He and his wife, Peg, will introduce us to hiking the English 
canal towpaths, a good way to see the English country side and the birds to be found there. 

Field Trips meet as described for each trip. Caipooling is encouragiil; riders share the cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field trip with stout, 
reasonably waterproof foot:gear and layers of clothes. Trips do not always follow paths. NO pets. Leaders may cancel due to inclement weather or 
fewer than three participants. FOR INFORMATION, CAI.LBONNIE OTI, at410461-3361. 
May 3, Sunday Lake Elkhorn - Meet at 8:00 am at the Broken Land� parldng lot Leaders: Darius and Paula Ecker. Walk 

around the lake on a n<n!M path in search of warblers, waterlowl and sparrows. Call leaders at 410-312-9165 for more infonnation tJ<'•-..u 

May 6, Wednesday 

- May 9, Sa&urday 

- MaylS-17,Friday- 
Suriday 

MaJ 24, Sunday 

June 7,Sunday 

June 27, Saturday 

July 11, Saturday 

Gwynn Acres - Meet at 8:30 am at Old Columbia Road and Rams Horn� Leader will be present Join us on this 
easy walk on a JBVec1 path. Call Bonnie for more infonnation :J"0 _ l e. -- � 

May Count - Details are on the front page of this newsletter. 
Mityland Ornithological Society 19'J8 Annual Cooference - Details were mailed to you by the MOS. 

Middle Patment Environmental Area- Meet:at 7:30 am at the Howaid � Board ofEducationBuilqing on Route 
lOS to carpool to the site. Leader: Tom Franklin. Tom is a wildlife biologist who will introduce us to this unique and 
spcial im£"ean Bonnie for more infonnation 

Rockhum Branch Park for Breedine Birds - Meet at 7:30 am at the� office off� Road l.eader: Botnie 
Ott Hooded and Kentucky Warl>lers, liidigo Bunting and more possble, Paths may be nruddy. ,�, 

25th Year Picnic Brunch - See article below. 
� Walk at� Acres - Meet: at 7:00 pm at Old Colmnbia Rd. and Rams Hom Row. Leader: Bon.* Ott 
Walk diwn a -IM owitJ.o to listen am look for tlimsbes, Barred Owls and other birds. Wear bug repellant and bring a 
flashli� �·��· . . 

-.· ·.�•.,;,-c-'""""" - - - - 

August 8, Saturday Draeonfl;r and Butterfly Walk at Centennial Park - Meet at 9:00 am at the west eJd nadting lot Leader: Rithard 
Olt :-Dori t forget yoW' �-, ebseJve these beauties. Call leader at 410- 730- 7290 for tnore infonnation 

September 19, Saturday llmranl CfJlllity Fall Co1llt - ruitln'e this date on yoor calmlar. De1ails will be in the next iSUl of the newsletter. . 
September 26, Saturday AD Day Trip to Cape May .. Rescne this date on your calendar. Details will be in the next iBJe of the newsletter. 
Board ofDirectors meetings are held the fourth Tliursday of the month at 7:30 pm, unless otherwise noted, at the home of the board 
member listed. If directions are required. please call the hosting board member. 

- May 28, Thursday Sliiras Guioo, 8001 Martown Rd, Laurel, MD 20723, phone 301-490-0444. This will be a joint meeting 
of the incominfv and outgoing board members. 

OLUNTEERSNEEDEDTO ifAffTHE £:ETERS NEEDED 25TH YEAR 
81RDCLUB BOOTHATTHE HOtVARD FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS PICNIC BRUNCH 

CouNlYFAIR 

T he Howard County Bird Club. nfds _· · D o you want to get to know eveiyone 
volunteers to staff our booth at frt who attends too bird club monthly 
Howard County Fair in Augast. .._ all� the � : ?���news to?be . Orthedofustyouto 

This is an opportunity to meet and greet - uuu 
many neighbors who stop b_y our booffi to · jlll� . to be the to hear all the latest 
find out what the Howard Co .. - :Bid . 

. 
. 1f your answer to one or all of these 

Club is all about. You hear many'"� is '�' comider volunteering to be 
ing stories from people, and everyone is -� - 

.·. ·biid� ·· clubmeet��-� 
impressed with our many informative dis- - v.1,xwu, 
plays. at · cm: them a name � and ask 

If you have a few hours during the dav them . . to-a' itoot, and be first to hear all the 
or evening that you can donate to this � mtbmlation that � has to share. 
worthy cause, please call Karla Pearce at You can volunteer to take as ltJa!lY or as few 
410-740-8381 or e-mail her at kar- monthly meetings as you wish. To volunteer, 
lap@altavlsta.net. call Palm Eclw at .f'fo.312-9185. 

T he Howard County Bird Club will con 
tinue it's 25th year celebration �. 

June 27, from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm at a picnic 
brooch on the grounds of the Applied PllySics 
Lab. Tables have been reserved in area C, 
which is next to the Middle Patnxent River. 
Meet at the ballfield at 8:00 am to bird our way 
down to the site. Parlcing is limited and later 
arrivals shoold follow the dirt road� the oavil 
ion towards the woods down to the nver. There 
are no grills or cover at the site, so consider that 
when planning your meal. Beer and wine, 
however, are allowed . _ 

Featured birds from the last picnic include 
YeflaN.blled QIClcoo, PleiDd Woodpeclce,; Aca 
*1 � Gna C18stBd � � 
throalliil Blle WabJer; Slacldunlan WarfJllr, Scar 
let T.nager, Blle Grosbeak, and Northern Or1ole. 

Call � Betts at301-696-6859 if you are 
interested in attending. 
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THANK You 
M any thanks to the following club mem 

bers who assisted in the labeling and 
mailing of Marv1and Birdlife: Bill & Karan 
Blum, Marty chestem, Fred & Joanne Rr 
man, Ma,y Gold, Shiras Guion (our gracious 
hostess), Dave & Maureen Harvey, Nancy 
Magnusson, Nonna Petersen, Bob & Jo 
Solem, and Don & Martha Waugh. 

Thanks also to Lisa Colangelo for provid 
ing the refre.shments for our March monthly 
meeting. 

LIK,..il. n. nvr,"'( AN00AfflSEUtY 
SURVEY 

T his is the third year of an ongoing Bini 
Club project swveying the dragonflies 

and damselflies (odonates) of Howard County 
to create a body of baseline data. If you have 
participated in any of the Bini Chib's odonate 
field trips led by Richard Orr or attended any of 
his classes, � aware of the attraction these 
insects can birders. 

For wish to pursue this interest, 
an · sheet is available. It includes a 
list of 'County sites, references, and the 
current Howard County list with early and late 
sighting dates in Howard County. 

For a oopy, send a stunped, self-addressed 
envelq,e to Jo SolEm, 10617 Graeloch ROie( � 
n!( lltE 2'l123, or see her at meetings. 

• Fundinafbr Water Quality: Stream Conidor �·� 

C�Science 
• Predi . Richness of Area- Sensitive 

Birds �orests of Prince George's Co., MD 
• �tatus and Trends ofBiodiversfty Protedion 

Benthi m � B·-..1;.. · Hotspots · the Chesa • c luwverstty m - 

• � BiodiverSity u� in Mary- 
land ,.� 
l"\nn-ninnPro" toCo •... � 

• ��onsin�aoo 
Other &stein U.S. States 

• Wetland Losses in Mmyfand's Coastal Bays 
Watershed 

• Diversity ofMaJyland State Rare. Threat 
ened, arid� Vascular Plants in 
Non-tidal Barner "'Wetlands along the 

• � 1r:wetlandMitir;nion to In 
crease andPreserve Rare Species and 

• � Island: An C)RX>Itunity for En 
� ofBiologicalDiversity in the 

• � �ore.stand its Role in the 
��Riwd�.cc�\ystem 

• � Land Covert.,fon ofMap: Mid 
AtlantiC Gao ��;a 

• Examples mWetland Crealio� · · 
ment m Malyland for BiodiverSity 

UMN� 
BYBOBSoL.EM 

Maryland Department ofNatural Re- 
sources is� · "A Conference on 

the nsetVation ormca1 Diversi : A 
Key to the Restoration of the �f: Bay 
F.cosvstem andBeyom'' in� 
10-13, 1998. There is more information avail 
able on the Web site <http:// 
www.bi�oom> Here are some of 
� that will be presented: 
• �ildlife 

M-,n.,.......,....t and 
Agricultufe: Co ,.: ..... if�ty 
'ffirQughLo � 

• An�=of�GapAnal- 
. for BiodiverSi Conservation 

• �dlife Mappinj?Linkin Resource Man 
ement witKthe '""Public g 

• =landPartnersinF1ig!rt: A Team An... h to Co . Biros c-.y- 
• C,mic and�nmental Benefits of 

Natural Biota to Society 
• BiodiverSity Projects 
Public Policy 
• Maxvland's Endanger¢ Species Law as a 

Toof for BiodiverSity Conservation 
• Maryland's� Natural Resources 
�: Estal,li.,hinn the Context for 
BiodiverSity Co�ciii in Malyland 

• �ent Forest and Modem Day Perspec- 
trves · 

• Maryland's Heri!age Conservation Fund: 
An overview ofBiodiversity Protected 
!}:lrough a Targeted Acxpnsrtion Approach 

• Using Volunteers to Monitor Biodiversity in 
Central Maryland 
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