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SUMMARY OF THE 1996 HOWARD COUNTY FALL COUNT 
sv MIKE McCLURE AND CHUCK S11RRAT 

T he third annual Howard 
County Fall Cowit was con 
ducted on September 21, 

1996. The impressions many had of a very 
slow day are borne out by the low tally 
results. The nwnber of field counters and 
parties was slightly less than last year (51 
participants in 24 field parties). The totals 
for party miles and hours are shown on the 
ac.companying tally sheet, with the party 
hours and miles being roughly 20% less 
than last year. The days efforts recorded a 
total of 130 species, down from the prior 
two years (133 and 135). The total of 
individual birds tallied ro-21,615 oown 
from 26,643 on last year's count. The 
weather was good, with the day basically 
clear with temperatures in the high-70's. 
Just as last year, the rain held off until 
evening, just in time for the tally rally. 

The acoompanying table presents the 
count data for the county and the 7 areas 
that are now used for all three of the county 
counts. The confusing full warblers were 
present in good nwnbers with 28 species of 
warbler identified. These again included a 
Connedirut Warbler. New warblers this 
year were Golden-winged, Orange 
crowned, and a Brewster's hybrid. Also 
new were Black-billed Cuckoo, Homed 
Larlc, Marsh Wren, American Pipit, Sofi.. 
tary Vu-eo, and Lincoln's, and Savmmah 
Sparrow and Dark-eyed J1D1CO. Other 
species of note were Least Sandpiper, 
Caspian Tern, Acadian Flycatrher, Emt 
em Kingbird, Tree Swalow, Ruby 
crowned Kinglet, and Philadelphia Vu-eo. 
Eight migrant warblers observed on at least 
one of the previous two Fall Counts were 
absent this year: Cape May, Yellow 
nunped, BlackpoD, Cerulean, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Mourning, and Hooded 

This year the individual bird totals 

were dominated by four species: Broad 
winged Hawk (3812 sightings), Blue Jay 
(1189), European Starling (2466) and 
Common Grackle (2597). These four 
species accounted for nearly half of the 
total birds observed. 

The field checklist continues to be 
developed and tailored to Howard County 
in the Fall, identifying species that require 
differing levels of support based on the 
historical database for the frequency of 
occurrence at this time in the county. As a 
result some species not nonnally requiring 
write-ups were identified for documenta 
tion or extra support. Thanks to all those 
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who provided written or additional details 
for these species. Our hope is to refine this 
checklist as additional data becomes avail 
able. Your feedback on this approach and 
interest in similar modifications to the lists 
for May and Winter counts would be ap 
preciated by the authors. 

Thanks to all participants and those 
who acted as area coordinators for the 
count: Maud Banks, Lorraine Baugher 
Mary-Jo Betts, Bil and Karan Blum (Ana& 4), 
Marty Chestem (Ana& 5), T. Dennis Coskren, 
Randy Crook (Ana& 3), Want Ebert, Darius 
and Paula Ecker, Jane FamJ/1, Ed Gould, 
Daw and lfaul8e,J Harvey, Alb Kerwin, 
Mike Leumas, Brigitte Lund, Nancy Mag 
nusson, Grazina and Mike McClure (County 
Co-coorrlinato,j, Elayne and Jeff Metter, 
Carol Newman, Paul Newman, Chris, Nick 
and Bonnie Ott (Ana& 6), Joe Pican:I, Anita 
Picco, Ann Marie Raterman, Frank � 
Chan Robbins, Clyde Robinette, Munay 
Schrounboer, Susan Setterberg, Romayne 
Smith, Bob and Jo Solem, Hank Stanton, 
Chuck Stinat (County Co-coorrlinato,j, Tom 
Stlflcwerda, Paul Stunn, Eva Sune/1 (.Al8a 7), 
Marilyn Veelc, Marie Wallace (Ana& 1), Don 
and Martha Waugh, Jim Wilkinson, ,..,_,, 
Zeichner, and Paul Zucker (.A18a 2). A very 
special � to Don and Martha Waugh 
who hosted the evening taDy raDy. 

Previous years we have had help from 
Georgia and Tennessee. Our only out-of 
state visitor was Sue Setterberg, who for 
the last two years has come from New 
Jersey, her new home. This third Fall count 
was a great success with many "birding" 
tales related at the tally rally. Most com 
monly heard was "it's 3:00PM and I 
haven't fomd a House Sparrow". (How 
low have we stooped?) 

Plan now to join us next year when the 
count wil again be held on the third Satur 
day of September, the 20dl, which is the 
second latest date the count can ocrur. 
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HOWARD COUNTY FALL BIRD COUNT· September 21, 1996 
�&c:o.. I -No.: 2 3 4 5 6 7 Totals --.....&c:o.. I -No.: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Totals 

2 
5 

14 5 1 
5 15 26 11 
2 4 5 4 

22 14 5 
4 2 

4 
2 

1 
8 14 9 
9 4 3 

1 
1 

ann ,...,....., A 8 15 8 14 11 29 � 
...,.,.,. •• ,...,..rrow c 3 � eel- a A 1 1 

4 7 
43 186 48!i 

2 8 1� 
9 21 

21 34 1:x: 
1 1 

23 17 131 
4 5 21 

27 27 12• 
7 4 21 
5 2 31 
1 2 

2 
1 
4 
� 
2 

68 118 
4 

1 4 
16 26 

20 29 
1 3 

17 22 
2 

6 

Pied-billed Grebe Q B 1 1 Eumoean starling 35 305 119 310 110 1,092 2,466 
Double-crest'd Corrnoran B 2 1 2 5 1 o vvnite-evea Vireo 2 1 4 3 1 c 
Great Blue Heron A 3 2 2 5 10 24 Solitarv Vireo 2 1 1 4 
Great Egret B 3 3 Yellow-throated Vireo 1 1 4 
K,reen Heron A 2 6 ! Philadelonia Vireo 1 1 2 
Brk-crowned Niaht·Hero * C 1 2 Red_,ed Vireo 9 10 2 5 16 12 62 
Mute SWan A 2 2 Blue-winoea Warbler 1 

1,.;11nada Goose A 253 7 95 46 192 84 181 858 uOKJen-winaea Warbler 1 1 
IVVood Duck B 2 3 3 I .. . ..:,.....,§.tj .'.'.'..' .. : .• · • .' .. /.\ •• 7 ·:: :: .' ;(;'..:'.. :.:.' •• ·.·'.···.·�- •••••• ::-:. •••• ••••• ':'.'::·.- ••• :( •• � 
Arnelican Black Duck B 5 Tenneaee Warbler B 2 
Mallard A 42 5 87 32 14 111 291 Warbler - C 1 
:C�'.:i°reTeal ! 1! 

85 2 3 1 
1i: m;=:m .;;:=:.;; ·ic:.:1ec..'(!;.;.aruta .::;arb=ler'------!..._-�3+--.,,. 2+---3=+---,,.+--=+---+---+---.1"" 4 

Turkev Vulture A 30 8 151 36 13 4 16 2:,i "y.,..e1-=1ow----""w.,..a..,rbfer...,...-----=- a--=Ac+---=2,1----t----1i----t---1----;i----r---;<1 "• 
usorev B 3 3 1 3 1( �!!!i�-sided �· �W� arbler �L==�Aq:=:J=:l=� 4t==;X:����=�r=�2� 4 
Bald E.aale ,_1 B 1 1 Mannnlill Warbler A 5 6 5 73 
Northern Harrier B 1 li,..�,k.i:'-thrtd T-� . 'ai91i:':ue�wi'.::a::::.rbler =:----.....:,A:+--�2;t---"t--,5rr---iit--"1t----=;rr--'-;rt--i2� 2 
SMrn.&hlnned Hawk B 2 13 2 1 3 2 23 :HK.-thrtd. Green Warbler B 8 4 19 7 
� B 1 .1 1 1 4 F.� �7i'::': 1m'='ian�W:7i:a"'rbfer :i�"'---,,B<t---a2ct---. 1 t--1.t---.t--.t------..,t---t--;1;71 1 
� ·.·.·.· / .. , '. · _;..-:., .. ,.·A··:::.· � . .'·'·'·'- , � LY.,:ellow-throat :.c.:;;�r.='c'ed=--Wc.:.a.:::rbler ='----,,B<t-- 1+---+--1"-t---.t--t---+--.t-� 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk A 2 3 2 2 6 3 8 2E "f>ine Warbler B I 

Hawk B 6 2018 128 16 527 1 1116 3,812 F.Pralrie .,::.::;::.,: • ..:,W:;:,=.:arbler .:;::,..-----..:;A+--+--+----.t--+--.,.+---+---,1----;:;t 
Red-tailed Hawk A 1 1 2 4 8 .... Im Warbler a A 2 2 
O\llll!ricanl<estret A 2 7 1 1 8 � ����ed�W�arbler �c==::::�Btt==:t=:t==::t=�1==::t=;:j=:::rJl==� 1 
Killdeer A 51 8 23 4 5 91 Black-&-white Warbler A 2 3 4 41 

SolitarvSannninoir B 1 1 
����R�•5dlta�rt�C::==:ii:}Ati===� 3E=�3�==� 6E===�==�==�===!lc:=�2� !9 

Least .,..,.,..,.,._ B 1 1 t . Warbler a B 1 
L8UOhing Gull B 42 5 16 � M!llllira A 2 
Rina-billed Gull A 639 12 4 11 4 67c F.onnern �c::.::.w=aterthrush =,---a------;:B,t---+--+--t---..+---+--+---,-� 1 

Herrina Gull A 71 1 1 t: 
,gii�W� arbler l��=:==! aiAt=;=:==:E�f=:=3=:=�E�l=:=j==:31 1 

':::.:.:·: ... r:.;:.:.: ••• ·.?.� •• ,.;:::::.;.?-:.: •• ...: •• :·:.:t ...... :.::.:·::.:;;:: •. :·i."'°•:.:,11-�::.?-.,� -�.-�;;;:11 &: • .w •• :::.- f. w..ti1er - c 2 2 
�n Tern B 3 � l :ommon Yellowthroat A 5 2 19 4 24 9 8 71 
Rock Dove A 125 171 28 4 21 63 412 li'Wll&On ;.;;;.:::=. ,,s'-':W�arbler ;;;.;:.===-----;:B;t---"t----=+-...c..,- 1 t--+---=+-..c+--'-1-� 1 
MourninaDove A 31 6 112 23 66 49 75 362 m;·.;:;;"""'"""' =;.;Wc.:= arbler :.;::::�----.:;B'-1----+--l--1:+----:+-......:.1---=2:+---+-....;t 4 
Black-billed Cuckoo B 2 1 � Yellow-breasted Chat A 1 
Yellolv-bilfed Cuckoo A 3 5 1 11 . .• ·;., ::: ·.·.·.· .' ,-, : ;i� : ·,""' _,., .· .• : ·.·.··""···!,ii -. •••••• • ••••• ,.. 
Eastern Screech-Owl B 1 ::.cane1 Tanaaer A 1 6 1 1 ! 
Great Homed Owt B Northern cardinal A 35 15 52 86 78 81 135 482 

-� 7 HaITe(J ""' R 1 ., 
Common Niallthawk B 1 
Chimney Swift A 28 6 40 
Ruby-thl'ted Hummil'IQbir B 
BeltedKiMIIIIIW A 3 2 2 
Red-bellied • A 21 13 24 
Yellow-bellied CIB 
OownyW A 12 8 21 
HairvWood....-.r A 5 3 5 
Northern Flicker A 3 7 21 
Pileated Woodlll!CKel' A 1 2 5 
t:mtem Wood-Pewee A 5 4 8 
IAcadiari FIVC8tllMr • A 

''.. · :.·:.:... .. ., .......• ·: ·. :.:.·: ·.·: .. : .. : ;:.:..:t.? :: .:.·::.:· ..•. : .• ::: •• � · ••.•.• ·:.·: .. '.l 
�- _ __, Junco Q A 1 1 
Red-wirxmo Blackbird A 1 22 8 321 352 liiijM . [ · -, fill .. f ... fill .. f ... fill .• � .•. � . �x[l ·.� ·-··"�p - .. ] .... ] . .1ifl · .. § ... ,. ... � ·· J_;.j ., .. ; .. ffj ··.·fill .··� -�ff] .... ffi ... ���·[l .. � ... ���-] ... [ ... � +:.g ..ommon Gnlckle A 1,511 4 4 72 106 900 2,597 

�em Phoebe A 5 11 12 4 10 4 �Cowbird A 35 2 9 2 1 4 :>J 

Great ereatec:1 t-lYC8tClle a A , 2 1 " �.- ••• , •••• ·.··'·"''''·'·'····=··'·'·'·'···· •·•·•·.·.·.·•···•••· .• �·-·.·.·.········ •·•·•·········•······ .x.?---�·-·-"'· , -:-::o:.M-.· -: •••• •• AiHa Eastern KinnbirG Q A 1 . Oriole B 4 • 
Homedlark * C 11 11 .,._Finch A 45 7 6 19 117 72 82 341 
Tree SWallow A . 20 1 21 Goldllnch A 14 2 50 90 51 40 61 ;xii 

Barn SWallolv A 6 5 15 Sparrow A 25 27 8 76 16 15 167 
Blue Jav A 68 66 260 157 248 129 261 1, 11111 Alu Total Birds: 3 -""' 7....., 3-""' 1 ,.._.,. 2 ,.:.,. 1 """" 6.080 21 61: 
American crow A 48 31 210 114 148 121 116 /IHI Arn·- spec-: 76 ::x; 80 Ol:11 IM 67 89 1.x 

;;.,;;� :· ::· �· ·•· •• �-� · .'.j ·-\� ·· .. ·;;;'"\: · .. /.: .. (.;\� .•• , t,----..;.;;..;;...;..;,;;;;T.:,.._:=..Nir. ,o:.- .:t : �,r-'t--,zF+-sr3oat�--4�;+ l--,:t,.;-,;+-._.;;. 1+""7r+ .. ,.,...=ci,i=l s 

Carolina Chickadee A 41 31 52 48 60 59 87 371 Time l51:art: 1 ti:JU a 1:00 a 4:w a 6:4:> a 4:JO a 11:45 a ti:JU a 4:00 a 
Tufted Trtmou&e A 27 24 47 38 40 48 75 ""' Time-: 7:50 o 3:00 o 6:00 o 5:00 o 6:00 o 3:00 o 6:00 D 7:50 t 

ed Nuthatch A 11 8 7 8 11 7 12 ti< Hours on Foot: 15.0 7.6 16.0 19.3 31.0 18.5 30.5 137.! 
Carolina Wren A 4 9 16 18 13 22 38 121 Hours bV c.r: 5.0 .4 6.5 1.0 .5 1.3 7.5 22.2 
HouseWren A 1 3 4 7 6 7 21 HoursOther: 1.9 1.9 
Marsh Wren • C 1 1 2 ..,_ on Foot: 12.0 6.0 16.5 11.0 22.5 12.0 20.6 100.E 
Ruov-crowned Kinalet a A 2 1 2 E ..... IIVC.r: 29.0 15.0 50.0 17.0 12.0 27.5 53.0 203.� 

IBlue-oray Gnatcatcher A 1 5 5 2 13 •i.s Other: 2.5 2.� 
Eastern Bluebird A 16 8 13 2 22 9 11 81 Hours 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 8.0 

,u ... , .. 

,.o 
9 1 II 11 
a 4 4 7 

20.3 31.5 19.8 39.9 
2.0 2.0 2.0 
1.5 

20.:i 35.U 21.11 41Jj 
4 :) Ii I 

2 ;i ,, 
2 1 3 

20.0 8.0 22.5 
2.0 
2.0 

20.0 11.U ze.e , z � 

r.teerv B 1 1 2 Hours •DWllnn"': 2.0 1.5 3.1 
SWainsor,'s Thrush 1:1 6 1 � l-----..:.im .-=i • .; _uwu �2naC..: .:;t---+--lf--'.i4;:.; _o.t---+�oraf--+--+-. 1:r' 1.isl c 

IVVood Thrush A 4 2 4 1 1 5 17 ,...,., ,-In-: :>1 
�n Robin A 15 17 47 32 111 72 146 4'I(; Tolal Puties In Arn: 24 
Gray Catbird A 16 24 48 97 100 42 58 385 Total Pllrty.Hours nuo. : 162.0 
Northern Mockillllllird A 15 10 11 28 57 34 79 234 .. T=ota=-,,...,,.� .- �r'"' 1rs.:......, ,,Stat1 �;..-� ,&:f' n:+-='.a+-'�l-'Ti.+---"'+--.a,,;;,.,;.1-Ti.+--"='*...:c.:.8"' .� c 
BRMl1 Thrasher A 2 1 3 1 1 � Total Panv-nours 1 ·uwilna· : 3.1 
�merican t'ipit • C 3 :i Total f'arty"ftOUl'l : 1 t3.5 
Cedar Waxwing A 8 3 28 69 17 86 211 ,.._ -,.: 
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SUMMARY OF THE 1996 HOWARD COUNTY MAY COUNT 
BY PAUL A. ZUCKER 

T he 1996 Howard County May 
Count was held on May 11, 1996 
from 5 AM to 8:45 PM There were 

66 obavers (seam on1y to 1994) in 34 par 
ties (seam oo1y to 1995) who tallied slightly 
O'.'CI' 19000 individual buds (surpmoo only in 
1994 and 1995). The total species count was an 
� 151 which plaa:s this year in a tie 
for the thud highes total with 1992. The 
record was 154 reached in .1 m and 1984. 
This year's tofal was attained in spite of miss 
ing both kinm of Yellowlegs and Palm War 
bler. 

The nnt notable sigh� were: Yellow 
bellied F1ycatcher seen for the first time on the 
OOllllt (that is. since the beginning of my 
recook in 1974). Great Egret and Ring-nedred 
Dude, each seen for the socond time, Other 
signifiamt sightings .. included:. GI� Ibis. 
Marsh Wren.. Gray-dleeked 'Ibnwl. Philadel- 

phia Vireo, Mourning Warbler, Summer Tan 
ager, and Rusty Blackbird. Bald Eagles have 
been seen now for five years in a row. 

A record low count of 3 was obtained for 
the Barred Owl, and 81 for the Carolina Wren 
was the lowest in 8 years. Fourtet'll species had 
high oounts as oompared to the last fifteen 
years: Double-crested Connorant, Blade Vul 
ture, Turlcey Vulture, Red-tailed Ha'M(, Rmy 
throated Hwnmingbird, :Eastern Kingbird, 
Cedar Waxwing, Tennessee Warbler, 
Nashville Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Bay 
breast.ed Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, 
Louisiana Watertlumh, and Canada Warbler. 
Our total party hours were slightly less than the 
PJQ two years, which had even more high 
c:oonts. . 

Special thanks go to the llwdas for Int-. 
ing yet another great tally rally and to Chuck 
_,., for helping with the nwnerical tabula- 

HOWARD COUNTY MAY COUNT RESULTS - MAY 11 1996 

1 ACADIAN FLYCAYCHER 

26 DOWNY WOODPECltU 

COUNT SPECIES COUNT SPECIES COUNT 
32 AMERICAN PIPIT 10 SCARLET TANAGER 194 
IS CEDAR WAXWING 749 NORTHERN CARDINAL 834 

223 EUROPEAN STARLING II 71 RosE-aREASTED GROSBEAK 32 
112 WHITE•EYED VIREO 166 BLUE G ROSIEAK 7 
23 SoLITARY VIREO 3 INDIGO BUNTING 253 
89 Y1t.1.0W-THROA11D VllEO ,29 EASTHlt TOWHU 210 
36 WAULING VIREO 8 CH"'PING SPAUOW 116 

144 PHILADEL,HIA V1Rto I FIELD S,ARROW 101 
170 RED·EYED VIREO 526 SAVANNAH SPARROW 3 
2 BLUE·WINGED WARBLER 22 GRASS HOPPER SPARROW 11 
2 TINNUSU WARBLER 7 SoNG SflARROW 167 
4 NASHVILLE WAHLER s LINCOLN'S S,ARlOW s 

41 NORTHERN PARULA 169 SWAMP SPARROW s 
49 YELLOW WAHLER 174 WHITE-THROATED SPARROW 29 

174 CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 38 WHITE·CROWNED SPARROW 16 
52 MAGNOUA WAHLER 61 BOBOLINK 161 
74 CAP£ MAY WAHLER I RED•WINGED BLACKBIRD 726 
52 BLK,·THRTD, BLUE WARILEI 29 EASTERN MEADOWLARK 12 
3 YEL,•RUM'lD(MYmE) WAULER 139 RUSTY BLACKBIRD 2 

81 BLK..·THRTD, GREEN WAULER 27 COMMON GRACKLE 777 
302 BLACKIURNlAN WAULER 14 BROWN·HEADED COWBIRD 257 
1147 Ymow·THROAllD WARBLER 3 ORCHARD ORIOLE 63 
621 PINEWAULER 3 BALTIMORE ORIOLE 131 
59 PRAIRI£ WARBLER 49 HOUSE FINCH 272 

402 BAY·llEASTED WAULER 26 AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 429 
268 BLACKPOLL WARBLER 70 HOUSE SPARROW 207 
397 CERULEAN WARBLER 8 WRITE·IN SPECIES 
58 BLAa el: WHITE WARBLER 40 Y ELLOW·IELL IED FL YCA TC HER I 
81 AMERICAN REDSTART 106 TOTA 19039 

124 PROTHONOTARY WAHLER 2 START S:0011M 
1 WORM•EATING WAHLER 27 STOP 8:45PM 
4 OVENBIRD 211 195.9 

289 NORTHERN WAllRTHRUSH 18 20.6 
92 LOUISIANA WA TERTHRUSH 39 s.s 
33 KENTUCKY WARBLER 52 160.4 

1 MOURNING WARILll 2 255.2 
39 COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 348 10.0 

421 HOODED WARBLER 33 2.0 
527 WILSON'S WAllLEl 7 3.0 
652 CANADA WAHLER 36 0.8 
184 YELLOW·llEASllD CHAT 34 PARTICIPANTS 66 
24 SUMMER T ANAGlil PARTIES REG OWL FEED 34 

EASTERN WOOD·PEWlt 

EAsmN PHOm 

HERICAN CROW 

GRIA T CUSTED FLYCA YCHER 

MUICAN ROIIN 

WllRN K1NGIIRD 

MARSH WREN 

Pum, MARTIN 

TumD TITMOUSE 

CAROLINA WREN 

TREE SWALLOW 

WHlll•llEASTED NUTHATCH 

N. ROUGH•WINGED SWALLOW 

F1sHCtow 

BANK SWALLOW 

l}AY 

CLIFF SWALLOW 

GRA Y-CHElKlD THRUSH 

CAROLINA CHICKADEE 

VURY 

Run-CROWNED KINGLET 
BLUE-GRAY GNA TCA YCHER 

HouSIWRSN 

WOOD THRUSH 

EAsllRN BLUUIRD 

SWAINSON'S THRUSH 

IIROWN THRASHER 

GRAYCATltRD 
NORTHERN MOCltlNGIIRD 

. IIARN SWALLOW 

II 

3 

90 BEL TED KINGFISHER 

s 

s 

1 RED·IELLliD WOODPECKER 

44 
15 

s 
s 

I HAIRY WOODPECltEl 
31 NORTHERN fLICUR 

7 

7 

s 

12 

13 RuBY·THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 

7 
3 

2 

3 
23 

59 

SS ., 

36 
28 

32 

187 

197 

445 WILLOW FLYCAYCHU 

381 
350 

316 

COUNT SPECIES S,scits 



PAGE4 

SUMMER BIRD RECORDS: JUNE 1 - JULY 31, 1996 
BY JOANNE SOLEM 

THE GOLDFINCH 

R elati\'ely moderate . sununer tempera- EAcH � 1-toNARD Ca.MY BIRD SIGHTtGS ARE COMPl.ID N>D SLeMIT113) TO AIMYlN.I> 8RJI.R HO 
tures did not tramJate into unusual FED� 8EcAl.a:OOTHPLQJCATOlSPRCM!l:CMRv'IEWSFCRI.ARGEAREAS, CH.YAFRACTIOOCFl-loNAAD 

sightingR partly perhaps because frequent rain Ca.MYSIGHTlt..GSAREP\B..19£). TI-ERE<XHlSAREOOTLOST, �. FCRTl-EYARETI-EBASISFCRca.MY 
kepi lakes and reservoirs full. REOXS. f"U RECCRO:l ARE 'M:1..COMB) N>0 Af'F'RECIATB). hr( Nl\lOJflL Wl-0 � IN� SIGHTll'.GS 

Double-crested Cormorants were seen in RECEll.5 A <XPY a= TI-E COLMY COMl'l.ATIOO. To REa.EST A FOOM a-1 VIHCH TO LOO Qt.TES, PLEASE CALL (301) 
early .hme with l flying over Gateway 725-S037. T1-E8o6.RDHASREO.J:STEDn+\TAOOES:rCFTI-E�HGH..lGHTSAPPEARt.JTI-EN?Mi.ETTER. 
(GA TWY) 6/6 (J&RS) & 7 over Daniels 0sseMRs ARE REftff(8) TO BY TI-ER NTIALS (SEE TI-E LI& AT TI-E e..o a= TI-E ARTia.E). l...ocATOlS ARE 
(DANPV) on an MOS convention trip lead by �rrT8'JOOTTI-EARSTTIMEaT8); 1l-EREAFTER, ABSREW.TOISARE'-'H). 

BO & JS (1nobs.). A Great Blue Heron was The same observer had 5 American Kestrels Cedar Waxwings seemed to be more 
prms at Lake FJkhom (LKELK) from 6n.5 atGATWY7/14. widespread than mual with reports from many 
thru 7 !31 (JF). A Great Egret was noted al Shorebird reports were limited. mostly due localiom. A nest was localed al CENPI( which 
Brown's Bridge (BRNBR) 7n.6 (JW); 2 were . to .lack of suitable habitat-for example, 7 was seen by a convention field trip 6/9 (BO, 
on Fore Bay Pond (FRBYP) at the !Wdast Laser Yellowlegs circled CENPK 7n.I & fi- mobs.). Near the end of July M&GM reported 
end of LKELK 7 n.6 (J&RS). Black-crowned na11y left without finding a place to lam (JF). a fiunily of wa:xwing1, on Mt Albert Road with 
Night-Herons were spotted throughout the pe- Three Solitary Sandpipen were COUilte(l al· the adults feeding fledged young ripe wineber- 
riod: I ad 6n PalaplX> River & 1-95 (BL); FULPD 7 n.1 (JF) & 7 n.6 (JW}. A Spotted ries, 

Spring •• -...a.,- rru·Clnlhnn �.....:-.......1 to the others \\UC at LKElK including I ad 7/17 SandpiperwaspresentalFULPD7n.I (JF)& WWUIQ e,ouuv \AIIIWIUO.U 

(JW: JS) & 1 imm (JF): 7 n.3-24 1 ad & l imm 1 at FORBY 7 n.6 (JW). A ua.w Sandpiper at veJY end of ·May. On 5!31 al least a dozen 
& 7!30 1 ad (JF). Green Heron young were FULPD 1n.1 (JF) and 3 there 1n.6 (JW) were Blackpoll Warblen were heard at 3 sites 
noted at US-2.9 & MD 100 in early July (BL) & the only reports of that species. One Pectoral (J&RS, NM); on 6/1 the same olB:lvers heard 
on 7 n.2 at Wilde Lake (Wlll.KXC&PN). Sandpiper, also at FULPD, 7 n.1 (JF) was none. A nesting pair of Blue Gromeaks was 

A pair of Mute Swam was reported from probably the highlight of the shorebird re- located by JSt 6/9 at ALRGP (mobs.); a pair 
several ponds in the !Wlltem part of the county pol1S-definitely lackluster shorebirdingl was seen at BRNBR 7 n.1 (JF); and a pair was 
in early July (RM). They continue to frequent The fim Lau2bing GuU of the season was noted at Undelwood Road & MD 99 on 7 /16 
Fulton Pond (FULPD). Canada Geese had a reported from STFBD 7/29 (JF). The only (JW). The same-. had a Vesper Spar 
productive season and coold be seen in most Forster's Tern so far this year was watched row 6n.6 on AE. Mullinix Road He also had 2 
JW15ofthero.u1ty. By6/9 there were at least 25 early in the morning of6/17 at LKELK (DE). to 4 Gl'Bllbopper Spanvws at GA1WYthru 

___l:Q! on Cent ·a1 · • -the period A Swamp-Spamrw on 6/5 al'l'lollg 
-- 'W Ducb were reported froin two locations Cuckoos and only a handful of Yellow-billed a tlock of HOU8C Spamnvs beneath a feeder in 

6/8 DANPV 1 female (F) with 12 young (BO, Cuckoosreported. Summersi�ofBeJted Wil.LK wm reported by C&PN. This is an 
JS, mobs.) and CENPK: 6n.9 1 F (JF), 7/14 2 Kingfishers were low. Was this a resultofla5t �datefordtis� 
F with 5 young (JF, JS), 7 n.9 7 ad & 1 F widt 4 winter's severe Wl'ather? Bamd Owls were A fiunily of Ortbanl Orioles (2 ad with 
young (JF). The pair of Ring-necked Duck.1 the �c of conversation in the Timbedeigh 2 yoong) were watched at US-29 & MD 100 on 
'&� 6n.still 6. (JF)� . 

the Fononly 6/9on(B0 6n.·9JS& , m 7n.obs. l (JF) ), 6./19 neiglix>rllood. During much of July, 2 birds 7 n.4 (BL, J&RS). Fifty American Goldfinches 
attracted attention with hissing sounds. The were cwnted at CENPI( 6n.9 (JF). 

An Osprey flew over Alpha Ridge Parle typical call was heard only oa:asionally. � . Special thanks to.,.,,. H. _Awnllwoo oom- 
(ALRGP) 6/8 (BO, JS, mobs.). On 6/1 a Bald counted as many as 6 birds (ON). piled the summer records 10 my absence. 
Eagle was spotted at Belmont in eestem A Pileated Woodpecker in Hopewell, Thanks to all birders who soomitted records. 
Howard County (HOWCO)(DK. SP). A east Colwnbia 7/19 was the fim JW had seen Observers cited by initials: DftlS Eclw IDEJ, 
���son� 

�of�= in diat location since � there in 199_1. ::. ="" .rc/eF�&.� .·.·"= 
lion trip 618_ A �s Hawk was 1allied Wallow F1ycatcben oonttnue to do well m e1n IIM&GAI Alna .Diane,.. 
7/17 over Stanford lvd. (C"T"C'DD) 1 •11 east HOWCOwithbirdsduringthebreedingseason f18ffllllllltlf.:=&PmNtwtmM � 

'u o 1 ra at CENPK. LKELK, ALRGP and US-29 & OU 1BOJ, • Prob« � .-rne & "'-1 

Colwtna & I at 1-95 & MD 100 on 7 ns (JW). MD 100. as well as other locati�ns (JS). =� �= (JStJ, Am KWJSCn t:JWJ. 

BIRD CLUB DISPLAY AT HOWARD COUNTY FAIR 
BY DARIUS ECKER 

T he Howard CO\m{)· Bird Club had a 
display in Exhibit Hall 2 at the 

Howard C<Xully Fair during the week of 
Augwit 10-17. Tam Slla..wm coordinated the 
event with the Fair Board of Directors. and °"*" Eds coordinated prime-time booth 
coverage with voltmtccrs from the elm. °"*" 
a ,_. Edw set up d1e di.splay on Friday 
night before the fair. and dismantled the display 
on the wt day of the fair. 

Thanks to the following volunteers woo 

worked the booth; Jane Ame o.w. and 
..... � Liz� ev. s..-c.,.,, _ 
a.,,. Mlaw, RlchMI ,nd Rllndy � Cludc 
.... ,..,, Zlllchrw, Mmty °**"' ,nd Don 
,nd,....,....,. 

MmfY a....... unveiled her newest 
creation, a trifold di.splay of a variety of general 
infonnation about the Howard Coonty Bird 
Chm. In addition. the always � pictures 
of oonunon Howard County birds and a box of 
fishing line. books, and other mhing mab:rials 
was di.splayed. These iterm, potentially lethal 

to birds, had been picked up by bird club 
members along the shores of local resetVOirs 
and· lakes during the pl& year. If yru oollect 
materiaJs of dtis type, bring them to a meding 
and we will add them to the display. 

The touchable display, which included an 
intact box turtle shdl was a hit with children 
Anyone who has touchable items to grab 
children's interest is welcome to contribute 
them to next year's display. 
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CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS 
Programs are held at Longfellow Elementary School, 5470 Hesperus Dr., Columbia. Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for 
any reason. Hospitality session at 7:30 pm. Meeting/program begins at 8:00 pm. Club bookstore opens at 7:30 pm. 

v"November 14, Thursday "Breeding Bird Atlas Findings: Surprises and Confirmations," by Kathy Klimkiewicz. Kathy 
is with the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, and she will share her knowledge of this interesting 
research . 

.....,..-December 12, Thursday "The Bald Eagle's Status in Maryland," by Glenn Therres. Glenn, of the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources, will present us with a history of the recovery of the Bald Eagle population in 
Maryland. 

Field Trips meet as described for each trip. Carpooling is encouraged; riders share the cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field trip 
with stout, reasonably waterprooffootgear and layers of clothes. Trips do not always follow paths. NO pets. Leaders may cancel due 
to inclement weather or fewer than three participants. FOR INFORMATION, CALL BONNIE OTT, at (410) 461-3361. 
November 3, 10, 17, and 24 
Sundays 

/ 
\/November 16, Saturday 

December 3, Tuesday 

/ December 21, Saturday 

febl"lla:ry 1, San.rday .· 

November Sundays at Centennial Park - Meet at 8:00 am at the west end parking lot to walk 
around the lake. Leaders: 11/3 - Mike Kerwin, 11/10- Burton Alexander, 11/17 -Maud Banks, 
11/24 - Bonnie Ott. Many different birds - ducks, gulls and woodland species possible. Call Bonnie 
if more information is needed. 

Howard County Waterfowl - Meet at 8:00 am at the Centennial Park concession stand for this 
half-day trip. Leader: Jane Farrell. Will carpool to other ponds and lakes to search for ducks, 
mergansers and grebes. Call leader at (410) 381-7344 if more information is needed. 

Autumn Bird Records Due - Mail to Jo Solem, 10617 Graeloch Road, Laurel, MD 20723. 

Triadelphia Reservoir Christmas Bird Count - See details elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Midwinter Count- Mark your calendar. Details will be in the next issue of the newsletter. 

Board of Directors meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm, unless otherwise noted, at the home of the board 
member listed. If directions are required, please call the hosting board member. 
I. 

'YNovember 21, Thursday Mike Kerwin, 10257 Bristol Channel, Ellicott City, MD 21042, phone (410) 461-2408. 

December - NONE 

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1997 NEWSLETTER MATERIAL is due NOVEMBER 29, 1996. Anyone is welcome to contribute 
articles or ideas which you think will be of interest to other birders. Call or mail to Paula and Darius Ecker, 9270 Crazyquilt 
Court, Columbia, MD 21045, Phone (410) 312-9165 or upload to the Electronic Goldfinch at (301) 596-2167. Also, please visit 
the club's site on the World Wide Web at http://www.abs.net/-dariuse/birding.html. 

Call Carolyn at (410) 730-7818 for an 
itinerary and more information. 

T he Maryland Ornithological Soci 
ety annually awards ecology and 

ornithology tuition scholarships to 
Audubon camps. If you work with young 
people, you may wish to apply for a 
scholarship. Contact President Maud 
Banks (410) 381-3240 for additional infor 
mation. 

RENEW, RENEW, THE ULTIMATE FIELD TRIP 
RENEW BY JANE GEUDER 

Don't forget, if you have not al- A ready done so, it is time to renew s requested, we have more 
your membership. Please complete and information on the proposed 
return the membership application that Galapagos trip mentioned at several 
was included in the last issue of the recent club meetings. Jane and Carolyn 
newsletter. If you need another copy of Cradler, another club member and 
the application, contact Paula and Darius biology teacher, have booked a 20 day Ecker, (410) 312-9186. 
--:...:---=M�O'""'S.,---:S-c- HO_LA_R_S_H_ IPS , tour for about $2, 700 from June 21 to July 

AVAILABLE 10, 1997. Price includes transportation 
from BWI, all accommodations and most 
meals. In addition, to the one-week boat 
trip to the islands and a few cultural trips 
in and around Quito, included are five 
days at a private reserve in an 
undisturbed cloud forest. An optional 
Amazon extension of five days at $465 
could be arranged for anyone interested. 
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T he following is a press release 
from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

Service: 
"President Clinton has formally sub 

mitted amendments to the U.S.-Canada 
Migratory Bird Convention to the U.S. 
Senate for ratification. The amendments, 
signed by the U.S. and Canada in Decem 
ber 1995, would provide fairness in the 
regulation of waterfowl harvests to 
Alaskan natives and Canada's Aboriginal 
peoples, and improve the management of 
birds that migrate between the two coun 
tries. 

"In barring migratory bird hunting 
between March 10 and September 1, the 
original treaty failed to recognize the tra 
ditional harvests of migratory birds by 
northern peoples during spring and sum 
mer months. These harvests have gone on 
unabated for centuries and continue to 
this day, despite the 1916 treaty. In many 
cases, they are vital as a food source for 
northern people and an important part of 
their cultural tradition. These amend 
ments recognize these ongoing harvests 
as legal and provide a process to establish 
a management regime through appropri- 

ate regulations. Because no new harvests 
are being established, the Service expects 
the amendments to have little or no im 
pact on the number of birds flying south. 
Under the amendments, exchanges and 
data collection among the United States, 
Canada, and Aboriginal and indigenous 
peoples will be increased, expanding the 
scientific base for migratory bird manage 
ment. Were the migratory bird conven 
tion not amended, the U.S.-Canada treaty 
would probably have to be abroated be 
cause the Canadian constitution guaran 
tees a legal harvest for Canadian aborigi 
nal people. 

"While the amendments provide for 
a legal spring and summer harvest for 
some far northern peoples, the Canadian 
and American Federal governments can 
in some circumstances require restric 
tions on this migratory bird harvest when 
appropriate to do so. In addition, the two 
countries will work with Aboriginal and 
indigenous peoples to manage their har 
vest of waterfowl using cooperative man 
agement bodies, an approach that has 
been successful with big game and other 
species in Canada." 

TRIADELPHIA RESERVOIR 
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

BY RICK SUSSMAN 

The Triadelphia Reservoir Christ 
mas Bird Count is being held 

from dawn to dusk this year on Saturday, 
December 21. The count circle straddles 
the Triadelphia and Rocky Gorge Reser 
voirs and covers southern Howard County 
and eastern Montgomery County, as well 
as small portion of Prince George's 
County. We will meet after the count at 
the Brookside Nature Center (Wheaton 
Regional Park) for a tally of the birds seen 
during the day. Birders of all levels of 
experience are welcome and encouraged 
to participate. For information on count 
ing in Howard County contact Jo Solem 
(301) 725-5037 or Marie Wallace (301) 
725-6370. For information on this count 
or on the topic of Christmas Bird Counts, 

· contact the count compiler, Rick Suss 
man, at (301) 774-1185 (Ashton - 
Home). 
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