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PRESIDENT'S WELCOME 
BY MAUD J. BANKS 

W eloome to the 24th year of the Howard County Bird Club. This issue of our newsletter, September - October 1996, initiates 
it's new name. 
As we begin, we note the loss of Roger Tory Peterson to the birding world and celebrate his legacy, "A Field Guide to the 

Birds," which changed the study of birds by killing them with shotguns to the study and sport of birding by observing them 
with binocuJars and learning their songs. 

We celebrate this legacy because birding is a repeated observation of our ecological system. It leads to a greater lUlderstanding of� 
entire natural world, which helps us all make better decisions in our personal lives regarding our work, our play, and our commuruty. 
That's what the Howard County Bird Club is all about. Birders from novice to expert are learning and sharing from monthly programs, 
field trips, the bird club bookstore and full, winter, and spring counts with their tally rallies. So bring your curiosity, your fascination, your 
joy in nature and join us this year! \ ;\ 6... r-,> n 
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The Howard County Bird Club's beennamed: 1.NIAMWAUAC:E(301)725-6370; 
amrual Fall Count, scheduled to be 2. PAIA.Zuaa{301) 279-7896 {HJ, (410) 792- soon-to-be-published Columbia lakes 

held each y� on the third Saturday of � f.:;014:J/1:J, :.·:::: � n::; checklists. The checklists will be for lake 
September, will be held on September 21. (301) 77U311; 5. MAR7Y CIEsraf (410) 730- Elkhorn, Wilde Lake, and lake 
Mike McClure (410) 5.11-2780 and Omck 1527; 6. 8otftE Orr (410) 461..3361; 7. EvA Kittarnaqundi. 
Stirrat (410) 5.11-2417 are the county co- SuNEu.(410) 995-0029. You may call an area If you would like the honor of having 
coordinators. In prior years 133 and 135 or county coordinator to vohmteer, or check your talents displayed for all to see and 
species of birds were identified on the count at the September meeting. envy, please contact any board member, or 
and our goal is to exceed these totals this Martha and Don Waugh will host the Paula and Darius Ecker (410) 312-916.5. 
year. Birders of all skill levels are welcome tally rally at 9522 Angelina Circle, 
and invited to participate. Askto be put with Columbia, MD, (410) 381-8841. The pot 1996-1997 
an experienced individual if you do not wish luck dinner will be served at approximately 
to have your mm territory. Counts are a 7:00 pm, call them by September 17 to CLUB BOARD MEMBERS 
good way to learn and are great fim. The reserve space, choose a food to bring, and if President: 
county is divided into seven sectors with the necessary obtain directioos. Maud J. Banks 
same areas used for the other annual counts i------------� Vice President: 
as well. A new tally sheet tailored to the full / NS/DE THIS ISSUE PAGE Mike Kerwin 
season and Howard County is included in Secretary: 
this newsletter. Species that require a write- SPRING BIRD RECORDS 2 Chuck Stirrat 
up include those identified with a double Treasurer: 
asterisk (**), as well as any write-ins. Others Shiras Guion 
that may require a write-up or oral MEMBERSHIP APPUCATION 4 Chapter Directors (two year term): 
amplification (*), as well as those that are Mary-Jo Betts (first year) 
early or late dates(@), are indicated. � CHECKUST FOR FALL COUNT 5 Elayne Metter (second year) 
note that as for the spring count, a separate State Directors: 
sheet is to be used for each type of count, i.e, PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS 7 Jane Farrell 
regular, "owling'', feeder, or stationary (e.g. Carol Newman 
hawk watches). CONSERVATION COLUMN 8 Donald Waugh 

The following area coordinators have Paul Zucker 

THIRD ANNUAL FALL COUNT 
BY M1KE McCLURE & CHUCK S11RRAT 
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SPRING BIRD RECORDS: MARCH 110 MAY 31, 1996 
BY JOANNE 5oLEM r: Common Loon flight was not EAOi SEA.':O'J 1-bNARO Ca.MY BIRD SIGHTll'-GS ARE COMPII.B) IW) SLBMITIID TO NiARYr.AMJ 8RJt.l:E IW) FELD 

widely detected. Last bird reported NoTES. 8EcAuse OOTH PlRJCATI0'45 PROJICE CJ.Jf:R./18NS FOR LARGE AAEAS, CN..Y A FRACTION OF 1-bNARO 
was from Lake Elkhorn (LKELK) Ca.MY SIGHTN3S ARE P\.8-ISI-ED. TI-E RECORDS ARE IIOT LOST, IO.I\IE\1:R, FOR Tl-EV ARE TI-E BbSIS FOR caMY 
5/31 (DE). Small numbers of RECORDS. Au. RECORDS ARE WE3...COM8) 1WJ Af'l'RECIATB). fll.N lf'OIVICU\L. IIVI-D lIBNS IN SE.A.'DW.. SIGHTll'-GS 

Pied-billed Grebes were reported throughout RECEl\,5 A (Xp'( OF TI-E caMY OOMPILATION. To RECU:ST A FORM oo INHICH TO LOO DATES, PLEASE CALL (301) 
the period with the last on Wilde Lake (WII.LK) 7�7. TI-E � � REa.ES1ED THAT A DIGEST OF TI-E SEA.':O'JAL HIGLIGHTS APPEAR IN TI-E l'EINS.Ell'ffi. 
5/31 (C&PN). One Homed Grebe was seen OsseRv1::RsARERB-�TOBYTI-EIR INITIAL.S(SEETI-EUSf ATTI-E8'00FTI-EARTICI.E). locATIONSAREWRITIBJ 
3/9 at Centennial (HZ); the last 2 were at OJTTI-EFIRSTTIMECITED, TI-EREAFTER, ABIR:VIATIO\\SAREUSED. 

LKELK 4/12 (JW). The high came on one Tundra Swans moved north from 3/10 ing at least 1 eaglet On 4/14 an adult was seen 
spectacu1ar day between those dates. On 4/5 JS 1RIRS · (JW) to 4/6 1RIRS (NS). The peak in the eastern part of the county (RG). North 
birded CENPK and was elated to find a flock of period was 3/14-3!14 with flocks reported by emHanierswerenotedfrom3!13atGateway 
14 Homeds resting on the lake along with 2 HZ, J&RS, KS, DN, M&GM. Snow Geese (GA1WY)(JW) to 5/11 at Alpha Ridge Parle 
Red-necked Grebes. While this constituted a were _reported only twice. A blue phase showed (ALRGP)(DE). A Sharp-shinned Hawk was 
good flight day for the county it was merely a up with Canada Geese at CENPL 3!1 (KS) and observed 3/3 in the Fulton area catching an 
small sample of what was in� area late in the a white phase was at a pond on Brown's Bridge American Tree Spanow (JB). Broad-winged 
day JF called from Brighton Dam (BRDAM). � 3!1 & 23 (JF, JS). Canada Geese con- Hawks were not widely reported. A small ket 
She and 10C had spent the afternoon viewing � to be seen by the lnmdreds. JF counted 45 tie of 7 Broad-winged Hawks was seen high 
Triadelphia Reservoir (IRIRS) from several lo- goslings at CENPK 5/28-and not all egg, had over CENPK 3/30 (HZ, MC), several weeks 
cations and had caught what could only be de- yet hatched. ahead of !cltedule. The high was a modest 21 at 
scnbed as a spectacu1ar waterfowl flight In sev- The only Green-winged Teal reports came JHAPL (DH). The only Merlin was a late bird 
eral compact flocks they counted a mininnnn of from CENPK 3/9 (IM-JS) & 4/8-10 (IM- south of Ellicott City 5/11 (HS). A Peregrine 
225 Homed Grebes and 1 Red-necked JF). American Black Duck nmnbers were low Falcon was seen twice (4n & 4/12) atLKELK 
Grebe. (As many as 8 Red-nedceds had been with 7 at CENPK 3/10 (JW) and a pair at (JW) 
seen 3/14 JW; HZ, J�; last was 1 JF had at Daniels (D�V) 5/11 (CS, R&RyC, FR). One American Coot continued to stay at 
CENPK 4/11.) In addition to the grebes on 4/5, Northern Pintails were, as usual, few: IM on CENPK until 5!18 (JF). As many as 15 were 
JF enumerated other species on 1RIRS: Com- 3/9 CENPK (JS), lM 3/19 � (JW), and counted on 3/9 (JS) and 3/15 (JB). Sightings 

· moo Loon 30, Double-crested Cormorant 31, 2M, IF on 3/21 on the Daisy Road _pond were also made at LKELK 4/17 (JW) and at 
WO!)() _l!uckJ, _Ame� Bl� Duck 2� @SYR.Pl{l:!Z, �C;}._ 1J)t: o_nly Blue:-� WlblK 4/13 (2-C&PN). Northern Bob 
Northem Shoveler 7 Greater and Lesser Teals were a pair at CENPK 4/10 (JF, JS). wbiteswerereportedonMayC.ountfromwest 
Scaup 150, Oldsqu� 5, White-winged American Wigmo numbers were rather low em How. Co. (2-PD). A bobwhite walked 
Sooter 5, Bufflehead 15, Common Merganser with a high of 10 on 3!11 D_SYRP (HZ, MC). eeross a yard in the Fulton area 5!12, soon after 
17, Red-breasted Merganser 12, Ruddy �anvasback munbers, likewise, were low. The a large field in the vicinity was mowed (RM). 
Duck 30, plus 1 adult Lesser Black-backed high was 10 CENPK 3/4 (JF). _Three Redheads Wdd Turkeys made themselves conspicuous 
Gull and 30 Herriag Gulls. Days like that showed up 3!1 at the Elliott Road Pond on several occasions in March. HS had 1 cross 
come seldom to Piedmont birders. (EILRPXJF, JS). and 2 at CENPK 3/20 Folly Quarter Road south of MD 144 on 3/9. A 

There were mo American Bittern reports: (C&PN) w� the last �- Ring-necked flock numbering from 4 (RG) to 20 (BK) hung 
513 CENPK(JF)and5/11 flyingoverthePatux- � so� are seen m the hundreds, but around I-70 from 3!12-3/31 and was seen be 
ent River in s.e. How Co (POs). Even more thisyearthehighwasamodest42atCENPK tweenManiottsvilleRoadandMD97.D&MH 
exciting was a Least Bittern flying up from a 3/10 (POs). A G�r � at CENPK 4n also had 1 on4/15 on Pfefferkorn Road. 
heavily vegetated pond n w. ofUS29 & MD108 (� � well seen mcluding the extent of the The only spring Homed Lark report was 
on 5/20 (RC). Great Egrets were seen from wing stnpe. Several other scaup at CENPK & from the UMDCF field trip 4/6 (DHo+). DE 
5/10 CENPK (JF) to 5/15 LKELK (DE). The LKELK were the subject of debate. The high for had the first Tree Swallows at LKELK 3/16. It 
only Snowy Egret appeared at CENPK 5!1 Oldsquaws was 9 on 4/14 CENPK took almost a month before the high of 125 at 
(J&RS) and stayed overnight The lone little � +).which appropriately turned up for a field CENPK (JF). Although JW had 4 Northern 
Blue Heron, an adult, was at LKELK 4/10 (JS). tnp. Common Goldeneyes were reported be- Rough-winged Swallows at LKELK 3!18, 12 
Cattle Egrets were detected only twice. Two tween 3/2 1RIRS 1 pair (JF, JS) and 3/20 still seemed to be migrating 5/30 WILLK 
were in a pasture on Sand Hill Road 4!10 (CS) CENPK IF �JF). H� Merganser numbers (C&PN). This is consistent with a report of all 
and a single was at the Fulton turlrey farm 4/28 were low With the high on 3/9 when HZ & swallow species noted on 5!16 over the Fulton 
(JF) where it was seen by a munber of birders. C&PN reported 6 at WILLK; a pair was also at Pond (FULPD) (JF, 1DC) where only Barn 
Black-crowned Night-Herons turned up 5!1 at LKELK (JB) that day. Common Mergansers Swallows and possbly Purple Martins nest in 
WIUK (1 ad-HZ, MC) and were last reported peak� on � at 224 on 3!1 (JF, JS); the the vicinity. 
5/31 LKELK (DE). Yellow-crowned Night- latest lingered till 5/15 at LKELK (DE). Peak NomajorflightsofBlueJayswerenoted; 
Herons are nonnally very scarce. They showed numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers were JW reported 40 on 5/4 Fore Bay Pond 
up twice: an adult 5/3 at CENPK (MC) and a reported on 3!14 when JF had 12M at CENPK (FORBY). 
gray first spring bird on the pond at the Johns & 80 on 1RIRS. Spring is usually an uninteresting season 
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory (JHAPL) An Osprey was detected on the early date for shorebinls, and this spring was no excep- 
5/20-5/22 (NM). It stayed long enough to be of3/1401:11RIRS(ny). Thenextoneswerenot tion, Aflockof30KilldeerseenonMilk:Plant 
seen by numerous birders. Perhaps the most seen until �/5 at Big Branch (BIGBR) and property along Gonnan Road was the season 
bizarre sighting of the season was a flock of 11 Brown's Bridge (B�RXJF, 1DC). The Bald high (JW). FULPD had the greatest diversity of 
GI� Ibis flying over Mt Pleasant (MIPL 1) Eagle pair nested agam at 1RIRS and was seen 
on MD 99 on 5/11 (R&RyC, CS, FR). throughout the spring. By April they were feed- (Continued on page 3) 



PAoe3 
(Conli"'4Mlfrom page 2) some, such as Bay-breasted Warbler, in 
shorebirds with Greater and l...eS8er Yel- laiger llllillbcD than um ooseivers have come 
lowlep,Solitary, Spotted, Least and Pectoral to expect Goldm-winged Warblen were re- 
Sandpipen, and Common Snipe. Wlfh a new ported in a relatively short window from 5/2 so. 
school being� on aqjoining property, How Co (WEb) to 5/9 CENPK (JF). Tennessee 
soon birders should be able to.soq,e this pond Warblers came in 518 in so. How Co {JS) and 
without danger ftom traffic on MD 216. The left 5118 SLMLP (2-JF, JS). Nlllhville War- 
high for snipe WM 54 on a elm trip to UMOCF blen anived 4/27 SLMLP (JW) and were last 
416(0Ho+).Sewa\AmericaWoodcod<were seen .5114· I.KELK (DE). Yellow Warblers 
still pem,nning courtship flights 51.31 at wel'e singing 4/21 at GA'IWY (J&RS). A 
GA1WY ())&PE). prime $IXlt to observe them is CENPK; 14 were 

The only spring J •a&hing Gull was I at sel;2l there 4/29 (JF). Cbeatnut-sided Warblen 
ALRGP SIS (CS). 'Bonlpane's Gulls were arrived 4/29 WllLK (HZ); 2 were at the same 
secnfiom3/.31 CENPK(l3-HZ,MC)to4118 location 5/31 (C&PN). Magnolia Warblen 
CENPK (4-JF). An adult 1..a1er BIICk- arrived · 514 in Patu.� River State Park 
bac:ked Gull was on (PA1RP)(CS) am left 5125 in so. How Co 
TRlRS 415 (JF. TOC) and 4/6 NS� HZ; on 4n, "n-,..mxthe . - ... .. 1.: ·-- >A. c,;a1.t1.,.,. . . (WEb). On May Count BO had• 12 at RKBRP. 3 adults were naing on WILLK (JS). Sinste .n:rn-,- ,,_,. �T ... �,. ... "6 Cape May W...«,len arrived 51.3 · CENPK (JF): 
Great Black� Qllls were lq>Ol1al be- .. of the....,,. ·MUS il flock of 11 last I WM seen on May Count Yellow-rumped 
tween 3n. 1RIRS (JF, JS) and 4/6 WJl.UC Glo&fy.lbisflYilw overM� .Plt!astmt Warbler migration .peakfd 4122 with a mini- 
(C&PN). C..... Terns were caught during MD 99 � /Il" mmn cl ISO seen at LKELK. (MC, JS) and 35 
an � period 1i'om 416 FULPo (3- on on J/ � the same day· at CENPK (JF). Blackbumian 
JW) to 4/28 DANPV (l..--OS). The high was Warblers aniveclin several� 515 and 
2J at FULPD 4/9 (JS). .. . exi,ected period. One was obselved at Pigtail lingered until . 5/30 at . LKELK. (DE). The 

Cuckoos armed in low nwmers. The first. (PlG'IL) 5/11 (PZ, WEb) and the. other at Yellow-throated Warblen were· on their pre 
Black-bllled >Olda,o was noted on 4/27 GA1WY 5118 (JF, JS). Kinglets were not seen dictable breeding grounds on time 4/13 at 
c»IPK. (1--HZ. MC) while l was rqx>Jted in large concmtrations: The last Golden- HENPV (CS) while Pine Warblen were a 
from WILLKon5/.30(c.&PN). Theonlyl'fX>lt crowned .Kiaglea (and.the high) were 10 in little late this year-detected on both major 
oftmredlan l Yclluw-blled Cuckoowas2on ,east Coluni>ia (JW) & l at MIPLT (CS, reservoirs 31.30 (JW). Bay-bmuted Warblers 
5/11.� Braooh �J:e.· �C) 4113, while the last Ruby-crowned were a pleasant surprise. This species is usually 
- . . • N� . 

. .. .· �. arm � S/lQ. on . � .. · 
.'1ayed ·· 

· ... 

till ... s112 in � How · Co. (WEb) m,re • common ill the :mll. MO&t regular � Sandcbain.(t- . ·JF) through. sn.2·Fi:Jpewel ., ne .. ·•lqh · • . s.on.4/15( .)F) 
Gnat . 

..".' 

.. 

·. �·�.ona,eg.&eYC131.DEhadI2 
O-.JIW}.··� ocx:wredar Sll8 annc m o•ncbeduleat C6NPK 4/18 in a aq,je � yan:w .. U(EU{ .?1�4-6 
when 31 were aunted in ae; How Co. (P()s). (JF). . in his bir10Cu1ars at onoet 1llckpoll Warblers 
HZ· noted the early arrival of Cbimney Swifts Veeries were a bit late with the first on 514 waited till the vesy e.nd cl May for their major 
with 5 on Wll.LK on 4116 .. The only Red- in sootheln How Co (WEb). Tbree Gray- push. On S/.30 DE had 8 at LKFLK while on �-=a:������s= �*��iRt7:. LKELK 4fll (JW). �� are Sw.._.'•. 'Dll1llhes could be seen for three lowing day the� was deafening. although 
rather' late migrants. May Count on S/ll '1ilrlm .·'weelrs •from 5/l in nordH:lentral How Co (KS) a few � Protbonotary Warblen were 
up jmt 1 (Milk Plart)(JF. JS). blJt by SIIS tlm to. ,122 (JclRS). Wood 'lbnllbes anived at almost missed .with a lone report on May Count 
wereatleast4at.CBNPK(JS).Lealtl1yatdl- two.sia m the northern half of How Co. on ftom WRLK (EN, RL). Oddly .the wa- 
ers were well l'Cl)()la.l . • . tlm &ping all within.a 4122 (ON; BO . ·.�· The filst .· .•. B . rown .... 

'nanmer .·· 

.. 

· 

. 

. . . te111lrushc$• arrived. simultaneously, with the 10 clay 'Window from 1 on Sl')blth ofFORBY appeaied at the David Foroe Wddlife Mana&e:- Northern Wafertbnubes early, 4/21 SLMPL 
(DE) to 1 on S/19 along the Middle Pa1uxmt at om Area 31.31 (BO). � Pipit rq,orts (DO) & 4/23 GA1WY & PORBY (JW), and 
Kindler Road (JF. 'JS).1\w Alder�· were low despite sean:hes of plowed fielm. JW thel.aJiliana WIICel1brtashea late, 4/20 central 
on S/18 intheSCNJby mcaoow ed&eat SLMLP had l atGA1WY 3/.30and lOlllmeduponthe How Co (CS). The only Meuming Warbler 
called so� CIOUld be idoulified.(JF, JS, NM). fiJnner FRa1ate Raceway property in Savage was seen & beard along the powedine south of 

A few scared� Nududdt Sill �) .. ' Cedar Wuwinp were FORBYS/13 (DE). Willon's Warblers were 
tq>orts were recdved from late March to late wicblnadandnumerousfiomthe20m4113 noted in sman·numbers between 5111 (May 
Ap;l. The last wauicen 4119 in oentral How at WfiJ..K (Qt.PN) to the 7 on S/.31 FORBY Coobt) and 5119 MPR-l<indler (JF, JS). The 
Co. . (CS). Brown Crtepen• were tq>bfted in. (JW). Single observer high was 150 on S/23 . last Canada Warbler . · was .• . presen.t at Mar 
the same period. the latt6t 1 in north cemaa• LKELK (DB) .. � cnmtywide tDlals rioUmlle S/25 (IDC. JF, JS). 
How Co 4120 (KS . ). (Theoretically, Brown filr . May .. 

a.mt . 

. . 

. 

. . 

( . 

:Sil I) showed a minimum of . Two Summer .. T� . were reported: a Creepers llCl.\1 in the county, but no ·evideooe of 665. . , .• . . , . male at DANPV 4128 (DS) and a female 5/11 
adive brmding ba.ic:YCl'been foutn If)'Ollewt. . ... 'Ille tint� Vireo anived 4/21 at RKBRP (BO). The lengthy period ex' rain 
oh9ervc a acc:per during the breeding season, at� (JW); Yellow-throaiecl Vareo 4/25 during migration prodlad a mllout of Rose 
plc:ase arMte die author at the time the bud is I..K1!LK rswy and Savage Mill Trail breuted GrosbeN similar to that in t 984 
seen) KS *> !p)Ued the first S... Wnn . (SVMLT)(JW)� and Reef.eyed Vareo 4/22 so. during the idenlic:al period S/6-S/lO. No high 
4/20 in the same area while the i.t· Winter· How Co .• � . · .· . �. Solitary Vil'eOI anived 4124 llbDDD were n:pormd . but 1-3.binfs in y.um 
Wren lingered alOng the Middle •Pabaxent· . in.no. cmtal How Co (KS); the last ones were and at feedets was an exciting phenomenon to 
River (Eden Brodt) until 5110 (JS). �. si&llted(lll�Coont Sill. The earliestWar- lllQSt ·:ftleder. watchers tired c-L House Finches. 
Wrens are difficult to C*1 in this � •. bUlag� � mten pi(ml up bd'ore the e.nd bladcbink, and a few cavitynesters. 
where they do ra breed; some years they •. are cf April'.. '.lliis year the anival date was aim the .t\nlerican Tree Sparrows · were SC3fCC 
not seen at au. This year the two sightings were• .· high: At•the UMDCF on 4127 M&GM.had 6.• . . 
in the same week and near the end of the Most W8lblels were seen this spring- (Colflinun on page 8) 
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HOWARD COUNTY BIRD CLUB 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1996 - AUGUST 31, 1997 MEMBERSHIP 

$ 5.00 

$ 15.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 45.00 
$400.00 

NAME�)�---,��----�--�----____,.. 
ADDRESS-----------..;.......------�� 

CITY STATE_...;.._ZlP�-- 

PHONE NUMBER < 
O ABOVE INFORMATION CHANGED FROM LAST YEAR 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABt.E TO: HoWARO COVNTYCHAl¥1R • MOS 

IMPORTANT: (CHECK ONE) 
O I WISH MY ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER TO APPEAR IN THE STATEWIDE 

MOS DIRECTORY. 
O I WISH MV ADDRESS, BUT NOT MY PHONE NUMBER TO APPEAR IN 

THE STATEWIDE MOS DIRECTORY. 

MJut ro TREASuRER: SHJRAs GutoN 
8007 MARTOWN RoAD 
1.Autlet, MO 20723 
(301) 490-0444 

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS: 
O NEw MEMSEi OR O RENEWAl. 
HOUSEHOLD (ONE ADDRESS) •••••••••••••••••••••••• : ••••• 0 $ 2 2 • 5 0 

NUMBER OF: ADULTS _ 
JUNIORS (UNDER ACE 18) _ 

, � , , •.•• i, ••••• o 
JuN10R (UNDER AGE 18, NO ADULT IS MEMBER) •••••••• 0 
SosfAIN1NC (PER PERSON) 0 
LIFE (PLUS ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES) 0 
HowARi> Co. uw>TER DUES (IF LlfE, OR MEMBER 

OF ANOTHER MOS CHAPTER} ; 0 
NAME OF PRIMARY CHAPTER: 

QUESTIONNAIRE • (PLEASE COMPLETE EACH YEAR) I WOULD SE WllllNC TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS: 

WHAT LOCATIONS WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED IN COIN<i ON OUR FIElD 
TRIP5? 

SuRvevs ANP COUNTS 
O MAY BIRD CouNT O WtLDFLOWERS & PLANTS 
O FALL BIRD COUNT O BUTTERFLIES 
O MtD-WttTER 81Ro CouNT 

HELP COMPILE BIRO LISTS FOR PARKS & OPEN SPACE 

�---'--------------------------------------......;� ...... � .. -litMtu.-.JIJhtJCH? - O COLUMBIA I.AKES. WHICH? ____._ 
O OTHER?---'----..-------------� 

MEMBERSH1PSERvttB 
O Hosr/HOSTEss AT A MEETING 

·o PaovlDE BMCB> COODS 
O HELP W1TH POTLUCK OR SPECIAL �lS 
O STAFF CLUB EXHIBITS AT SHOWS & FAIRS 
O WORKON PUIUClTY & INFORMATl()N DISPLAYS 
O PtleMRE SPEOAL MAtl.lNCS FOR STATE. MOS 

CLUB ACTMTIES 
FIELD TRIP5: 
O Hflp A.AN Q 5aM AS TRfP LEADER 
EoocATION COMMITTEE: 
C} OfllE TAUCS IN SCHOOLS OR TO OllOUPS 
'�: 
O HELPPLAN 
O I AAVE SUCCESTIONS, Pl.EASE CALL ME 
�TORE: 

. 0 AsslsT WITH SALES OR INVENTORY 
NEWSLETTER: 
Q CoNm&UT! ARTICLES O HELP WITH MAILING 
CoNsl:RvATION: 
CJ f>HC>NEOltWRITE LETTERS TO PUBLIC OFFICIALS 
a WORKWffH a.oe fllMll5RS AS mues ARISE 
800$1' Sl.UE81RDS (AND OTHER CAVITVNES'Jffl): 
O MoNITOR A80X 

. ti. STMT A 1'RAI. 
O I. HAYE A &Ox/TRAIL 'PRINTED ON RECYCLED �PER 

WHAT PAST TRlpS HAVE YOU ENJOYED MOST? 

WHICH HowARD COUNTY 8lRDS WOULD \'OU UICE TO see? 

O WORK( )--------'--- 
BEST TIME OF THE DAY TO CALL. _ 
O J CAN TELEl'tiONE OTHERS 
D OeLE� MY NAME fROM THE RARE BIRO Al.ERT LIST 

O WOULD YOU LltcE TO 8E PART Of THE RAE aRD Al.EIT 
NETWORK? (PLEASE CHECK ONLY IF THERE IS A REASONABLE CHANCE YOU 
WILL ATTEMPT TO FIND 81RDS WHEN NOTIFIED) lOCAL CALLS 0Nt.v. 
CONTACT ME AT [J HOME ( ) ....._ _ 

NAME -----------------.---,.- 

ADDRESS ----- 

PLEASE SEND INFORMATION ABOUT THE BIRD CLUB TO: 

CITY . STATE ZIP·---- 



Howard County Fall Count Date Area Number S11b-Area _ Party Leader Area .Coord, _ 

American Redstart _ 
Prothonotary Warbler • . 
Worm-eating Warbler@ _ 
Ovenbird·---··----·· ... ·--·· ... 
Northern Waterthrush 
Louisiana Watcrthrnsh@ 
Kentucky Warbler @ .. 
Connecticut Warbler•• 
Mourning Warbler•• 
Common Y ellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 
Wilson's Warbler 
Canada Warbler 
Yellow-breasted Chat 
warbler species ·-····--- _ 
Summer Tanager •• 
Scarlet Tanager -·· ... _ 
Northern Cardinal _ 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting _ .. 
Eastern Towhee 

Yellow-throated Warbler ···--- _ 
Pine Warbler ... __ . -'··-----·-··-·· 
Prairie Warbler .------ __ .... 
Palm Warbler@ _ 
Bay-breasted Warbler _ 
Blackpoll Warbler _ 
Cerulean Warbler@_ · _ 
Black-&-white Warbler 

- 
Chipping Sparrow 
Field Sparrow . 
Vesper Sparrow • 
Savannah Sparrow • 
Grasshopper Sparrow@ .. 
Song Sparrow --�- _ . 
Lincoln's Sparrow •• 
Swamp Sparrow @ _ 
White-throated Sparrow @ 
sparrow species -------·-"· __ , __ , 
Dark-eyed Junco@ .,---"-;.- _ 
Bobolink _ · 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Eastern Meadowlark 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
blackbird species . 
Baltimore Oriole 
Purple Finch• ..... 
House Finch 
American Goldfinch 
House Sparrow . . . . .; .. 
Write-irul: •• (use back if necessary) 
-�--------·---·-···--· 

• May require write-up or oral amplification 
•• Will require write-up 
@ Early or late date, be sure of observation. 
Put.party names, addresses, phone nos. on back. 
Time Start: _ 
Time Stop: ----,--'- 
Hours on Foot:·------· 
Hours by Car: _ 
Miles on Foot: _ 
Miles by Car:____ _ ···-· 
Type (circle): Regular "Owling" Feeder "Stationary 

FALLLIST.IX>C 7/2M 

Common Nighthawk --�---,-c.-,--- 
Chimney · Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher _ 
Red-headed Woodpecker " --·- ·- --� 
Red-bellied Woodpecker ------- 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker@ ---------· 
Downy Woodpecker ------------· 
Hairy Woodpecker ·- ... 1 ·-- 

Northern Flicker --·-·· _ '·--··· ·-·-- ·-·- ... 
PileatedWoodpecker , -·-·------ __ 
Olive-sided Flycatcher •. _ _ _ 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 
Yellow-bellied Flycatch��-·· --- 
Acadien Flycatcher • --- - 
Least Flycatcher• ---�-� . .... 
Empidonax species __ .... . . ·----- _ . 
Eastern Phoebe ·-·-- -· _ -----·· 
Great Crested Flycatcher @ _ .-- _ 
Eastern Kingbird®� ···- 
Horned Lark • . . . · 
Purple Martin@ _ 
Tree Swallow --·--·-···-·· ···- -··- 
N, Rough-winged Swallow 
Bank Swallow@. 
Cliff Swallow (a1 __ 
Barn Swallow 
Blue Jay _ 
American Crow 
Fish Crow 
crow species 
Camlina Chick�ee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Ntftk;t�h-,. 
Wmtc-broastcd Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper @ . _ .... 
Carolina Wren 
House Wren 
Marsh Wren 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet@ · ---·----- 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher -·-·------·--'--····- 
Eastern Bluebird 
V�ry -- -- -- , 
Gray-checked Thrush • ----·--- __ 
Swainson's Thrush 
Hermit Thrush • 
Wood Thrush 
American RObi;;----- - - .. .. .. ,-··--·-·-------------- 
Gray Catbird ·_:�·- · · . ·· ·-···· ··-· .. ----. 
Northern Mockingbird 
Brown Thrasher 
American Pipit• 
Cedar Wa.,'wing .. 
Iluropean Starling .. 
White-eyed Vireo --·- _ 
Solitary Vireo ... ----·· ... ----···· 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Warbling Vireo@ __ _ _ _ . . _ 
Philadelphia Vireo• -·--- -·--- . ---· 
Red-eyed Vireo----------- .. _ 
Blue-winged Warbler@ ---·--· --· _ 
Tennessee Warbler -------------- 
Nashvillo Warbler --------- 
Northern Parula 
Yellow Warbler@ 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler------------ 
Cape May Warbler _ 
Blk.·thrtd. Blue Warbler 
Yet.- rumped (Myrtle) Warbler@ .... _ 
Blk.-thrtd. G.-eon.Warbler ·.·,---.-·.·---·· ... 
Blackburnian Warbler---------. 

Osprev 
Halli Fattle f11d1in1'unkf 
Northern Harrier 
Sh11rp-shi11nc,tl I lawk 
l \"'Ile r's Hawk 
,i,,·lpltl"r .f/¥t'l1•s 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Hn>i1d-w111gcd I lawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Amcrt\�D Kosin-I 
Merlin• 
Peregrine Falcon • 
Ring-nocked Phea..,ant • 
Wild Turkey • ... . . 
Northern Bobwhite • 
s,,rn • ... 
American Coot @ 
Black-bellied Plover 
American Golden-Plow"�-···-�. -----·-· ·-- �=�·-�-.�-�-= 
Semipwmated Plover • 
Killdeer . . ... _ __ _ __ 
Gl'eater Yellowlegs_ 
Lesser Yellowlegs .... 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Sandcrlina •• -- . . . 
Semip11lmatcd Sandpiper • 
l eHI S11ndpiper 
P�·hm1l S1111Jpiper 
l)unlin •• 
Sht,rt-billcd t>i.,witcher • 
C\"""""' Snipe• , __ 
."\.n1on\·aa Woodcock• 
l.•ullhifti (lull . 
lbnJ-billed Gull 
Hcffint Oult , . . , . . . • ... 
Groat•Ul•tk·becl:ed Oull@ 
gull spc,cl�s 
Caspian Tern 
Forstor'R Tern •• 
Hl•ck Tern " . 
Rock Dove 

Common Loon @ 
Pied-billed Grebe@ _ 
boublc-crcstcd Cormorant _ 
American Bittern •--·-·---· 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret __ . _ 
Snowy Egret• -·------ ... ·------------ 
Little Blue Heron ·-·-- -·· ---··----- 
CauJe Egret• _ .. _ _ ..... _ --· __ ..... _ 
Gruen Heron 
Btack-croweed Night-llerOn- -. . - ·- -- ·-···---······-- 
Gloss�· Ibis • 
Mute Swan 
t'111111d11 Goose 
w,,,id Duck 
Green-winged Toal 
Ameri.:an Bluck I )uck 
Mallard 
Northern Pi��I • 
Blae-winged Tew 
Northern Shoveler (al 
Gadwwl• 
Amoricun Wigeon 
Ruddy Duck• 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 

Mouming Dove 
Black-billed Cuckoo .. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great llorncd Owl 



HowanJ County Fall Count - (Back) Date: __ ......... __ Area No. · ·Salt-Area Area Coord,...,._ _ 

Supplemental illformation: 

Time Start: _ 
Time Stop: _ 
Hours on foot: _ 
Hours by Car: -------- 
Houts by Boat: --------- 
Hours by Odaer: -------- 
Hours Feeder Watching: ----- 

Hours Stationary: ------------ 

Hour9 '"Owlial": _ 

\ ' 
List ·Type (cirdeg 

Regular Night-birds 
Feeder StatioQly 

Miles on li'oot: __ --------- 
Miles by Car: --------- 
Miles by Boat: ---"""--'-------- Miles other: _ 

Miles "Owling": _ 

Weather: 
Temp. %Cloods Wind# Precip. 

Dawn 
AM 
Noon _ 
PM 
Dutk ---- 
#Speed and Direction (e.g. NW 10, S5) 
Geaenl Remarks oa Weather: 

Party Leader:--------------------------------------------------------� Address: ...;._ � 
Pboae No.:. ..,....;. __, _ 

Other Party Members (alphabetic.ily): 
� Address Pllone No. 

NiptBinb: 
Pied-billed Gnbe(,C. _ 
American Blue"' • ------ Sora. -------------- E ute rn Sc1-eecl1 Owl _ 
Great Horaed Owl ______ 
Barr-ed OM-------- 
Veecy ---------- 
Swainson's Thmsb ------ Wood Thrush _ 
Nor.them·Mockiqbird _ 
Yellow-breute4·Ctlat . 
NJ4t-blrd Wrjk::ips; 

. Comments and Extra Write-int •• fn«d to be docrunetrted): 

. __ ,,.,.. 

.:""-,. 
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THE GOLDFINCH 

CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS 
PAGE7 

Programs are held at Longfellow Elementaiy Sebool, 5470 Besperus Dr, Columbia Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for any reason. 
�itality �on at 7:30 pm MeetinwJJrogram begins at 8:00 pm Club bookstore opens at 7:30 pm 
September12, Thursday "Lile and Tmes of1he Golden Swamp Warbler," by Ia Peat of the Smithsooian Migratory Bird Center. 

NOI'E: For this first fall meeting, wear a T-shirt or a sweatshirt showing where you've birded or a fu.vorite 
cooservatioo cause . 

.J October 10, Thursday "Wild Turl(eys in Maryland," by Stere Bitner of the MarylaRl Department ofNatural Resources. 
Field Trips meet as des::nbed for each trip. Catpooling is encxiurage¢ riders share t& 0061 of gas and tolls. Dr5 for t& fie1d trip with stout, 
reasonably waterproof footgear and layers of clothes. Trips do not always follow paths. NO pets. Leaders may cancel due to inclement weather or 
fewer than three participants FOR INFORMATION, CAIL BONNIE OTI, at (410) 461-3361. 

..J September 1, Sunday BuUerOies at Cmtmnial Park- Meet at 9:30 am at the west encl lot. Leader: Richard SmiCh. Bring binoculars if 
you have them Might find swallowtails, skippers, fritillaries, and more. Trip cancelled if rainy or overcast. Call 
leader at (410) 997-7439 if more infonnatioo is needed. 

September 10, Tuesday Weekday Walk at Lake Elkhorn - Meet at 9:00 am at the lot off Broken Land Parkway. uaderless Walk. 
Walk around the lake to find a wide variety of species on the water, in the woods, and at the marshy encl. Call 
Bormie if more infonnatioo is needed. 

September 14, Saturday McKeldin Area of Patapsco State Park- Meet at 8:00 am on the Howard County side of the railroad tracks on 
Marriottsville Road. Leader: Dave Harvey. Join us for a walk through this interesting area. Call leader at (410) 
795-3117 if more infonnatioo is needed. 

September 15, Sunday Henryton Area of Patapsco State Park- Meet at 8:00 am at the Route 108 and 29 park and ride to carpool to 
Hemyt:oo.. Leaders: Darius and Paula Ecker. Moderate waJking through woodland for thrushes and other forest 
birds. Call leader at (410) 312-9165 if more infonnation is needed. 

September 21, Saturday Third Annual Fal Count- See details on the front page of this newsletter. 
September 26, Thursday Weekday Walk at Gwynn Acres - Meet at 9:00 am at Old Cohunbia Road and Rams Hom Row. uaderless 

Walk. Easy walk on paved path through the woods. Call Bormie if more infonnatioo is needed. 
September 28, Saturday Beginners Bird Walk at Wilde Lake- Meet at 8:()() am at die boat dock. Leader: Doog ()dennatt. Easy walk 

for water and land birds. Call leader at (410) 992-1812 if more infonnatioo is needed. 
September29,Sunday Rockbum Branch Park- Meet at 8:00 am at the park office off landing Road. Leader: Bonnie Ott. Walk 

through fields, woods, and open areas for flyovers. Migrants are moving! Call Bonnie if more infonnation is 
needed. 

--! October 6, Sunday Lincoln's Sparrow Search at Schooley Mil Park - Meet at 8:00 am at the upper parking lot. Leader: Nancy 
Magmmon. Join Nancy for search for this illusive bird Paths may be muddy. Call leader at (410) 992-8753 if 
more infonnation is needed. 
Weekday Walk at David Force- Meet at 9:00 am at the signpost off Pebble Beach Drive. uaderless Walk. 
Moderate waJking through woods and fields. Call Bamie if more infonnation is needed. 
Sparrow Search - Meet at 8:00 am at the Route 108 and 29 park and ride. Leader: Jim Wilkimon. Probable 
birding spots are Alpha Ridge Parle and/or Mount Pleasant to look for white-crowns and others. Moderate 
waJking. Call leader at (410) 381-9250 if more infonnatioo is needed. 

October 20, Sunday University ofMaryland Central Fann - Meet at 8:00 am at the Howard County Board ofF.ducation building on 
Route 108. Leader: Bonnie Ott. Moderate to difficult waJking through fields. Savannah Sparrows and other 
grassland species. Call Bonnie if more infonnation is needed. 

October 25, Friday Weekday Walk at Cmtmnia1 Park- Meet at 8:00 am at the west end parking lot. I..eaderless Walk. A variety of 
species is possible. Call Bonnie if more infonnation is needed. 

Board ofDirectors � are held the fourth Thmsday of the month at 7:30 pm, imless otherwise noted, at t1ii home oft& board member listed If 
directions are required, please call the hosing board member. 
September 26, Thursday Don Waugh, 9522 Angelina Circle, Colwnbia, MD 21045, phone (410) 381-8841. 
October 24, Thursday Mary-Jo Betts, 9494 Crisscross Court, Colwnbia, MD 21045, phone (301) 596-5859. 
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1996 NEWSLETIERMATERIAL IS DUE SEPI'EMBER 27, 1996. Anyone is welcome to contnbute articles or 
ideas which you think will be of intere& to other birders. Call or mail to Paula and Darius Ecker, 9270 Crazyquilt Court, Columbia, MD 21045, 
Phone (410) 312-9165 or upload to the Electronic Goldfinch at (301) 596-2167. Also, please visit the club's site on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.abs.net/-dariuse/birding.h1ml. 

October 9, Wednesday 



PAGES THE GOLDFINCH 
(Continued from page 3) 

CONSERVATION COLUMN this spring with 1 seen at a Fulton feeder 3/2 
(JB) and 2 on 3/20 CENPK (DE). The first 

BY Bos SOLEM Chipping Sparrow arrived in e. Columbia 
3/19 (MJB). The UMDCF trip on 4/6 was 

When you are evaluating candidates � in locating as many as 5 Vesper 
for the House of Representatives ask Sparrows so all participants had good looks 

for their stands on the following conservation (DHo+). There were at least 25 Savannah 
issues Sparrows on that same trip. Four Grassbop- 

Endangered Species Act: Do they favor per Sparrows were back at GATWY 4/23 
letting the Interior Department list new species (JW). Fox Sparrows were noted 3/1 in e. How 
as threatened or endangered and designating Co (RG) to 4/9 in e. Columbia (JF). An aston 
new areas of critical habitats that will establish ishing concentration was reported by HS who 
protection of eoosystems? had 13 under his feeders 3/9 so. of Ellicott City. 

Clean Water Act: Do they favor keeping Llncoln'� Sparrows are the favorites of a few 
strong anti-pollution restrictions that are part of county birders so they are � detected 
the current act and retaining EP A's veto power · spnng and full. D&LS had the earliest one at 
over wetland permits issued by the Anny Corps BRNBR 5/4. May Count (5/11) turned up 4 at 
ofEngineers? SLMLP (NM, CSh, LS) & 1 e. Columbia 

· . (JW). The best nwnbers were tallied 5/18 at 
Chesapeake Bay: Do they favor funding SLMLP when NM counted a part of the upper 

of initiatives at least at the current level of autho- meadows & found 7 while JF & JS were beat 
rization?. . ing through the vegetation in the lower mead- 

Na1ional Forests: Do they favor keeping ows and came up with at least 4 more. The last 
power in the hands of the Secretary of Agricul- Wbite-tbroated Sparrows lingered until 5/15 
tnre to designate new critical habitat areas for at LKELK (JW) and east Columbia where 
wildlife in national forests? MJB had a flock of 12. A very few Wbite- 

Safe Drinking Water Act: Do they favor crowned Sparrows moved in fi:om 5/9 (JF) to 
the action of the last Congress, which continued 5/11 (May Count). 
drinking water standards currently in force for Bobolinks were well-reported with 18 at 
the states? UMDCF 4/27 (M&GM) and the last 5/19 

when "JW had 75 on Roxbwy Road & 1 in 
Fulton. DN had a flock of 50-100 on Triadel 
phia Road near Rosemary Lane 5/8. A few 
Rusty Blackbirds can be counted on in the 
spring, but this year 65 were found 4/10 
Gwynn Acres Path (BO) and 30 on 5/6 at 
Vantage Point in w. Colwnbia (HZ, MC). Pur 
ple Finches were scattered, especially at feed 
ers; 3 was the maximum reported (RM, J&RS, 
KS). RG had the last one 5/11 in eastern How 
Co. The lone Evening Grosbeak report was 
from fur western How Co; a male & female 
visited feeders intennittently fi:om 4/11 to 4/29 
(ON). 

Obsen/WS. 118'rks to all who submltllld 
records. ObsaMn cited by initials: Mary-Jo 
Betts (MJB), John Blalstlell (JS), Martha 
Chestem (MC),T. Dennis Coskren (TDC), 
RJchtMTl Qool< (RC), Randy Qool< (RyCJ, want 
BJert (WE), Darlus & Pads Ecker (D&PE), Jane 
Farel (.F}, Geuder(RG), Dave & Maureen 

, Devlcl Holmes (DHo), Ml<e Ker· 
wh , Awcl Knst.llllnOOl1hy (MKr), 811 "'*, 
Jr. , Robin l.a1dry (RLJ, Nancy Maf1JUSSOn 

& GnmJa McCln (M&GM), Rosa 
mond��· Diane Nagengast (DN), Erich 
Neuptwt , Oral & Psi H&M,.., (c&PN), 
0eryt Olson 9, Pear a.nm (POs), Bonnie 
OU (BO), Davis (PD), Frank Reily (FR), Honn 
Salndln (NS), Kl61 Schwan (KS), Ml<e Smith 
(MSJ, Jo Solem (JS), Robert Solem (RS), Den & 
Lnila Soufhwot1h (D&I..Sk.1:t Saden (HS), 
LJsa SflBWnS (I.SJ, Chuck� t (CSJ, Jim Wlti> 
son (.M'), Helen 'zslclrler (H7J, PadZUcl<er (PZJ. 
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