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SElTINQ A 1£>1_THY FEEDINQ TABLE FOR BAa<YARD BIRD$ 

You may have seen sane of the ni.merous articles in the local 
newspapers last spring, or heard about diseases running 
through finch populations in the area. You have probably 
stocked up on seed at the recent c 1 ub seed . sa 1 e. A 11 you 
need now are sane tips to help you set a hea 1 thy, c 1 ean 
table to enjoy birds at your feeders as we move. into winter. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recannends·the following 
eight easy steps you can take to prevent or minimize disease 
problems at feeders. · 

• Give them space - Provide atple feeder space. Crowding is a key factor in spreading 
disease. If birds have to jostle each other to reach the food, they are crowded. Crowding 
also creates stress cll'lOng the birds which make them more vulnerable to disease. 

�--- • CZeao .JJ/2 .. wastes - Keep the feeder area clean of waste food and droppings. 

• Hake feeders safe - Make sure your feeders have no sharp points or edges. Even small 
scratches and cuts allow bacteria and viruses to enter otherwise healthy birds. 

• Keep feeders clean - Clean and disinfect feeders regularly. Use one part liquid chlorine 
household bleach in nine parts of tepid water to disinfect. Make enough solution to 
inmerse an errpty, cleaned feeder carpletely for two to three minutes. Allow to air dry. 
Once or twice a month should do, but weekly could help more if you notice sick birds at 
your feeder. 

• Use good food- Discard any food that smells nusty, is wet, looks moldy or has fungus 
growing on it. Disinfect any storage container that holds spoiled food and the sooop used 
to fill feeders fran it. 

• Prevent contlffflination - Keep rodents out of stored food. Mice can carry and spread sane 
bird diseases without being affected themselves. 

• Act early - Don't wait to act until you see sick or dead birds. With good prevention 
you'll seldan find sick or dead birds at your feeder. 

• Spread the word- Encourage your neighbors who feed birds to fol low the seme precautions. 

Chlsnydiosis, the disease frequently found cll'lOng House Finches earlier this year, is 
recognized by lethargy and swollen, runny or crusty eyes. If you find a bird at your 
feeder exhibiting these s}'l11)tans, make sure you are fol lowing the steps above. call the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources at 410-974-3987 to report the finding. 

Shop t;he Club Bookst;ore ror Holiday 
Girt;s ror Your Fa vorit;e 13 ircler! 



sutl1ARY OF TtE FIRST ANNUAL HOWARD COUNTY FALL OOUrff 
by Mike McClure and Oluck stirrat 

The first Howard County Fal 1 Count was conducted on Septerrber 17, 1994, fran 4:00 AM unti 1 
7: 30 PM. This was the first of what is expected to be a count he 1 d each year on the third 
Saturday of Septerrber, with a state- or nation-wide count expected to be organized next 
year. There were a total of 52 participants in 30 field parties. The totals for party 
miles and hours are shown on the acc:oopanying tally sheet. For a first count the numer 
of participants and degree of county coverage was very good. A total of 133 species were 
identified (exceeding our expectations), and 26,651 individual birds were tallied. The 
weather was warm and humid for mid-Septeni:>er, with tenperatures ranging fran the low 60 's 
to a high in the upper SO's. The rain held off until around 6 PM just in time for the 
tally rally. 

The acc:oopanying tally sheet presents the count data for the county and the seven areas 
that are now used for all three of the county counts (Spring, Fall, and Winter). The 
confusing fall warblers were present in good nl.lmers with 30 species of warbler identified 
including both Connecticut and Mourning. other species of special note were 3 01 ive-sided 
Flycatchers, 6 Philadelphia Vkeos, 1 Pectoral Sandpipers, a Merlin, aQ--ay-cheeked Thrush, 
a SI.ITTl'ler Tanager, and 2 Ye 11 ow-be 1 t it!ld F 1 ycatehers. 

The individual bird totals were daninated by the large numer of 
gulls count.eel at the Alpha Ridge Landfi 11, inclucHng what seems to 
be a very 1 arge nl.lmer of Laughing � 11 s ( 3500) . Another 1 arge 
species count of note is the kettle of Broad-winged Hawks with more 
than 500 individuals observed high above the Alpha Ridge <:mnunity 
Park. 

The field checklist used this year was a minimal m:x.fifica.tjon of the 
state-wide May count sheet. As a resu 1 t sane species on the 1 i st 
w i 11 probab 1 y require write-ups in future fa 11 counts, the EITp i clonax 
(ly<;$tcherLbei.ng_one.ex�le-. AU ���ided ··�� 
deta i1 s for a 11 "Write-in Species" , espec i a 11 y those who wrote up 
each .American Redstart (Oops), are to be cannended. 

As this count occurs during the early part of hunting season sane areas such as the Hugg 
Thanas WMA, parts of the WSSC property, and the Patuxent River State Park were not surveyed 
for safety reasons, and will not be on future counts. other difficulties experienced 
included Nancy Magnusson's report of being unable to launch her canoe for fear of drowning 
in the rrud getting to the river. 

The participation of the following people is greatly appreciated: Area 1: �K WALLACE, 
Marty Barron, Rod Bur 1 ey, Elwood Martin; Area 2: PAUL ZUCKER, Jane and Ward Ebert, Tan 
Strikwerda, Sherry Zucker; Area 3: RANDY AND RIOiARD CROOK, Giff Beaton, Darius and Paula 
Ecker, Ame and Ken Hart, Dave and Maureen Harvey, Frank Reilly, Chuck Stirrat; Area 4: 
SUSAN SETTERBERG, Mary Lou Clark, Mary Ellen Gearhart, Rachel Gearhart, Mike Leumas, 
Q--azina and Mike McClure, Marilyn Veek; Area 5: MARTY CHESTEM, Lauren Duff, Peggy Erbe, 
Nancy Magnusson, Carol and Paul Newnan, Doug Odennatt, Chan Robbins, Helen Zeichner; Area 
6: BONN I E OTT, Joe Pi card, Hank Stanton; Area 1: EVA SUNELL, Maud Banks, Jane F arre 11 , 
Sandra Goolsby, Q--eg Gough, Kathy Jones, Peter Osenton, Jo Solan, Douglas Stinson, Janes 
Stinson, Carol and Jim Wilkinson. The Area Coordinators (CAPITALS) are to be ccmnended 
for arranging for such excellent coverage and for their prOll)t subnittal of records. A 
very specia 1 thanks goes to Don and Martha Waugh who so graciously hosted the ta 1 ly ra 1 ly. 

Traditionally the Winter count draws participants fran outside the county, but for this 
first fall count the participation of Giff Beaton, who flew in fran Marietta, Georgia 
specifically to participate in the count may have set a new county record for travel 
effort. (He is Randy Crook's brother, but it certainly appeared as if the birds were by 
far the attraction and not a fanily visit.) 

As the first annual fal 1 count, the day was a great success with many pleasant birding 
experiences reported at the tally rally. Plan now to join us next year when the count will 
be held on Saturday, Septetri:>er 16. 



FALL BIRD COUNT- HOWARD COUNTY 
Area No.: 2 3 4 5 6 7 Totals Area No.: 2 3 

Count Date: Sept. 17, 11194 
4 5 6 7 Totals 

Pied-billed Grebe 2 2 Brown Thrasher 2 6 11 12 2 33 
Doubls-crted Cormorant 2 2 Cedar Waxwing 104 26 10 7 147 

126 195 176 1,555 4.403 Great Blue Heron 3 2 5 3 9 8 � 
Great Eoret 3 
Little Blue Heron 1 

Eurooean Starling 
White-eyed Vireo 
Yellow-throated Vireo 

835 

4 

100 1.416 
4 8 11 39 13 77 

3 3 12 
Green-backed Heron 3 3 9 6 23 
Mute Swan 1 1 2 
Canada Goose 340 7 55 29 170 6 66 673 

Warblina Vireo 
PhHadelohia Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 3 28 

2 
14 4 26 

2 
38 

E 
114 

Wood Duck 22 8 7 2 39 Btue-winaed Warbler 2 3 
Green-winced Teal t 5 e Tennessee Warbler 2 4 7 
Mallard 46 7 84 82 2 169 39C Nashville Warbler 2 2 
Blue-winced Teal 2 2 Northam Parula 10 7 7 26 
�B� la�c�k-'V....:u� ttu.::.r� e----t--3=+---+�� 11�0+--�3+---+---'7+----+--'- 12� 13� 
Turkev Vulture 24 196 22 4 22 12 28C 

Yellow Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 

2 
19 

3 
7 13 

3 
13 

e 
5 

Osorev 1 3 1 2 8 17 
Bald Eaole 1 

Maonolia Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 

3 29 26 33 35 12, 

Northern Harrier 1 2 Blk.-thrtd. Blue Warbler 10 14 13 7 46 
Sham-shinned Hawk 4 5 3 3 16 Mvrtle Warbler 3 4 a 
Caooer's Hawk 1 3 E 

Red-shouldered Hawk 4 2 5 4 3 11 30 

Blk.-thrtd. Green Warbler 
Blackburnian Warbler 
Yellow-throated Warbler 

3 2 8 
5 

5 11 7 
7 

37 
13 

Broad-winged Hawk 13 544 16 2 2 1 578 Pine Warbler 2 3 
Red-tailed Hawk 4 3 1 4 13 
American Kestrel 6 5 5 4 21 
Merlin 

Prairie Warbler 
Bay-breasted Warbler 
Blackooll Warbler 

2 
2 

4 
2 

e 
Northern Bobwhite 
Sora 
Killdeer · 55 

2 

18 68 12 

2 

154 

Black & White Warbler 
American Redstart 
Worm-eatino Warbler 

2 
6 

3 
6 

27 
44 

2 
9 

12 
30 

17 
30 

18 
44 

79 
169 

2 
Solitary Sandel per 
SPOiied Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandni=r 

2 2 
3 
7 

3 
7 

Ovenbird 
Northern Waterthrush 
Kentuckv Warbler 

3 

3 

2 
3 

4 

4 

5 15 
4 
s 

Lauohlno Gull 3,500 2 31 3,533 Connecticut Warbler 2 
Ring-billed Gull 2,500 4 3 a.sos Mourning Warbler 
Herrina Gull 
au/1 s=les 

Common Yellowthroat 
Hooded Warbler 

43 4 38 6 37 30 
2 

51 209 
2 

Rock Dove 78 33 202 18 13 30 72 446 Wilson's Warbler 

1 1 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

288 16 124 31 50 59 219 
2 

787 Canada Warbler 
'/Qllow-bfeasted Chat 

3 7 

· ·· Eastern Screech-Owl 
Great Horned Owl 

3 
2 

5 
5 

warbler sosc/es 
Summer Tanager 

Barred Owl 4 6 Scarlet Tanaaer 2 15 2 5 2 8 35 
Common Niohthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-thried Humm'bird 

61 12 
4 

50 
4 

173 
4 

34 
2 

115 
6 

2 
213 

3 

7 
658 

19 

Northern Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 

25 

5 

23 111 70 51 

3 

108 
9 

128 
12 
11 

51€ 
22 
19 

Belted Kingfisher 2 2 6 4 2 7 24 lndiao Bunting 6 25 2 2 2 7 44 

2 6 4 5 3 12 33 

2 

2 

3 
53 
52 
6C 

545 

833 

349 

2 

2 4 

17 

5 

548 

174 524 

358 

122 45� 
100 40E 34 

10 
15 
17 

83 

10 

9 

2 

8 

48 
39 

13 

114 

128 

4 

8 
9 

23 
89 
14 

7 

2 
8 

6 
2 

48 
63 

70 

153 
154 

4 

7 

8 

5 

50 

20 

4 

3 

26 

56 
87 

13 

20 3 15 3 2 28 72 

15 

151 

170 

Red-winged Blackbird 

Chipoino Sparrow 

Common Grackle 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

American Goldfinch 

sparrow soecie« 

Vesoer Scarrow 

Eastern Meadowlark 

House Sparrow 146 

Sona Scarrow 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

Field Sparrow 

House Finch 
Northern Oriole 

Bobolink 
2 
2 

3 

29 

3S 

31 

236 
134 

177 

2 

4 

7 

4 4 

43 

49 

24 

15 

5 

4 

2 

39 
25 

32 

1 1 

8 

6 

7 

62 
22 

33 

4 

2 
8 

11 
15 

8 

9 

1 1 
2 

26 
52 

43 
13 

2 

5 

16 
17 

7 

5 

2 

13 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 

Emf)!domax soacles 

Red-bellied Waadoecker 

Eastern Kinobird 

Eastern Phoebe 

Acadian Flvcatcher 

Olive-sided Flvcatcher 
Pileated Woodoecker 

Gr. Crested Flvcatcher 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

Least Flycatcher 

Northern Flicker 

Barn Swallow 

Downv Woodoecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 

Blue Jay 69 39 179 70 231 90 202 BBC Area Total Birds: 3 102 562 11797 1 391 2 392 1 717 5 690 26 651 
American Crow 88 44 341 66 181 106 196 1,022 Area Total Soecles: 66 50 97 69 88 80 106 133 
Fish Crow 3 210 6 2 3 224 Area No.: 2 3 4 5 6 7 Totals 

53 232 
17 41 

Supplemental Data 

Participants In Area: 4 5 11 8 9 3 13 52 
Total Parties In Area:t--=- 3r--1:-t---,6+---,- 3t--7=+---'3+---'....:7-1---3=1 0 
No. Feederwatchers: o o o o 2 o o 2 

Hours on Foot: 17.5 7.0 20.5 18.2 40.8 26.7 47.1 177.7 
Hours by Car:t-- 1 o- .o-+--1- . 5-+--9- .0+--o-.- 8--0- .8-+--9- .5+-- 1-0.-8+--4-2_. .3 

Hours byBoat:t---+----+--+---t----1--+---+---'I 
Hours Other: 1.5 U 

MilN on Foot:t--4:- .9::+---::7:- .0:-t--c 1-:-6-:: .5+--9=- .-=- ot-1,..,6:- .0=+--,2-::0-, .0,+--,-2..,. 6 . ..,.0+--c9-::9- .4 

Miles by Car:t-7-'0-' .6+--""'3� 6.� 0+--6�6"- .o+---'- 1"-' 3.-"- 0t-2�0"- .o+---'4"-' 9 . .::c 2t- 12=-=3"-.4+-.::. 37:..:8:.:.: .2� 
Miles by Boat: 

Miles Other:t---+----+--+---+----1--+--5.-'o+--5-'l .c 

Hrs Feeder Wlllching:t---+----+---'+---+--'2'-' .o=+---'-+--+--=2=.i .o 
Hours Stationary:t---+----+--+---+---lf---+---+-----1 

Hours "Owling": 4.0 1.8 5.E 
MIIN "Owlina" ,t---+----t----, 1-,- 1""' .o+---+---,5:- .o=+---'-+---'+--1....:6=.i . c 

2 
24 
58 

14 

13 

48€ 
241 

153 

693 

1 4 

7 

4 

9 69 

20 

11 

70 292 

80 

257 

111 447 

132 

4 

8 

2 

2 

7 

43 

21 

54 

56 

24 

79 

10 

64 

7 
5 

3 

2 

45 

31 

69 

16 
39 

96 

12 
164 

2 

7 

9 

53 
28 

53 

25 

26 

16 
7 

2 

5 
24 

45 

16 

85 

60 

16 

79 

12 

103 

129 

2 

5 

2 
2 

5 
3 

8 

9 

20 

26 

11 

3 

6 

3 

23 

53 

21 

54 

28 

32 

12 

Veerv 

Gray Catbird 

Carolina Chickadee 

American Robin 

Tufted Titmouse 

crowsoac/es 

Carolina Wren 

Northern Mockinabird 

Eastern Bluebird 

Grav-cheeked Thrush 

Wood Thrush 
Swainson's Thrush 

White-breasted Nuthatch 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
House Wren 

Blue-arav Gnatcatcher 



SUtl"IARY OF 1994 HOWARD COUNTY MAY COUNT by Paul A. Zucker- 

The 1994 Howard County May Count was conducted fran 4:30 Ml until 9:00 i:m on May 14. This 
year was the seventh year the count was held on the second Saturday in May, and May 14 
is the latest the second Saturday can occur. There were a total of 68 participants in 41 
field parties. This is the largest turnout we have ever had, with an increase in party 
hours of over 20% coroar-ed to the previous record. The species tally of 144 is the median 
value for the last seven years, but is above average for the last twenty years. Consistent 
with the 1 arge turnout, the tota 1 nurber of birds ta 11 i eel was 20, 386 - - a 1 so a record. 
( The tota 1 s for party mi 1 es and hours are shown at the end of the ta 11 y 1 i st. ) The weather 
also cooperated with cold, still air in them::>rning (around 40 degrees typically) rising 
to the 70's with mostly sunny skies by afternoon. 

There were two new records for the count this year: Virginia Rai 1 and Semi pa lmated Plover. 
other unusual sightings were Mourning Warbler (for the third time since at least 1974) and 
the Evening ()'-osbeak (first time in the 1 ast seven years) • The sightings of W i 11 ow 
Flycatchers and Lincoln's Sparrow are becaning so regular (five years each since 1988) that 
they rea 11 y be 1 ong on the regular checklist. This year had a record high nurber of Wi llow 
Flycatchers. Nnazingly, fifty species had record high counts this year! In most cases 
this is probably due to the large nurber of counters and·the very late date of the count. 
Those species with high counts are labeled with an H on the tally sheet. There were low 
counts for White-throated Sparrow and Eastern Meadowlark. Two occasionally found species 
were missed: Palm Warbler and Vesper Sparrow. 

The participation of the fol lowing people ts gratly appreciated: Burton Ale>alllder, tlaud a.nka, Tish Bell, CW'ol 
Benfw, Bob and i,.,.y-Jo Betta, Karan Bl.-, OolVlle Bockatie, Qeor9e Chase, i,.,.ty Cheat•, Randy and Rice.rd Crook, 
Phi 1 Davis, l.aW'en Dlmb, l'llrd Eb9'-t, Jane Farrell, Jml8 and Ralph Geuder, Richard Giannola, Sandy Goolsby, Edwin 
Gould, tlaureen and Dave Harvey, Kevin Heffernan, Jmne Hel111, Gloria Hicks, John Hoffmn, Hike K.-win, Dave 
Kirkwood, ArlU and t'lllrela KrlshnmRoorthy, Dave and Julie Kubltsky, l'1llr9e K._,iec, Denni a Luck Bob and Brigitte 
L!Mld, Nancy ....,.son, Grazina and Hike l'lcClure, R09•Dnd Hwro, carol and Paul .....,.., Doug Oderaatt, Peter 
<>senton, Bonnie Ott, Joe Ptmrd SUaan Probst, Ann Ratermn, Frank Reilly, Chan Robbins, SUsan setterber9, Hichael 
Saith, JoSol .. , Hllnk StMt:on. Chudl:Sttrrat, Z-*�.- ........ -.a+e..••n.-• ....... - ... ···•v 
wallace, carol and JI• Wtlk inson, Peggy Willson, Hichele Wright, Helen Zeichner, Sherry and Paul Zucker 
(C0111Pilr). Thanks also go to the Randles for hostins. another great tally rally, 

lurker Vulture 
Oortr 
Bald Eagle I Adult, 
Sharp·shinntd Hnk 
Cooper's Hnk 
Red·shouldertd Hnk 
Broad·winud Hnk 
Red·tailtd Hawk 
Aaerican Kestrel 
R int·necked Phusant 
Northern Bobwhite 
Vir1inia Rail 
Se1ipal1altd Plover 
Killdttr 
Qruter Ytllowltts 
Lesser Ytllowltts 
So Ii t arr Sandpiper 
Spotted Slndpiptr 
Lust Sandpiper 
pup sptciu 
Co11on Snipe 
A1erican loodoock 
Rin9·bill1d Gull 

137 H 
2 

i11ature 
7 
2 

55 H 
1 

31 H 
14 

5 
5 
1 
2 

52 H 
2 
2 

52 
12 
34 H 

I 
I 
2 
7 

tull species 2 
Rock Do,, 311 
nournint Dove 571 H 
llack·billtd Cuckoo I 
Ytllow·billtd Cuckoo 12 
Eastern Scrttch·Owl 2 
irtat Horned Owl I H 
Barred Owl 12 
Co11on lltUknk 30 H 
Chi1n1y Swift 311 
Rubr·throaled Hu11intbird 2& 
l1lt1d lintfishtr 11 
Rtd·bellied loodpecker 307 H 
Downr loodpecktr It 
Hairr loodpecker 21 H 
Northern Flicker II 
Pi luted loodpecker 24 H 
Eastern lood·Ptvee 151 H 
Acadian flycatcher 207 H 
'lillow Fl1catchtr J H 
Least Flycatcher 4 
Eastern Photbt 13 H 
Grut Cruttd Flrcatcher i4 H 
Eastern lirltbird 171 H 
flrcatchtr species I 
Purp It nar tin 46 
Trtt Snllow 72 
I, louth·win11d Swallow 5& 
lank Swallow 40 
Cliff Snlln l&3 N 
Barn Sva I low 362 
llu• Jay 321 
A11rican Crow 636 H 

Fish Crow 
crow IPIOilS 
Carolina Chichdu 
Tuf ltd Ti t1oust 
lhitt·brtasted Nuthatch 
Caro I ina lrtn 
House lrtn 
Ruby·crowned lintlet 
llu1·1rar 8natcatcher 
Eastern llutbird 
Vurr 
SninsOft's Thrush 
lood Thrush 
A11rican Robin 
lrar Catbird 
Northern Nockin1bird 
lrown Thrasher 
Cedar Ian int 
Europun Star I int 
lhite·ertd Virto 
Solitary Vireo 
Ytllow·throaltd Virto 
larblin1 Vireo 
1td·1ud Yirto 
llut·winttd larbltr 
T1nn11111 larbler 
Nashville larbltr 
llorthtrn Parula 
Yellow larbltr 
Ch11tnut·sid1d larbler 
n11nolia larbhr 
Cape Nay hrbltr 
llk·thrtd Blue hrbhr 

42 
215 
323 H 
315 H 
51 H 

121 
146 

2 
247 
148 H 

12 H 
31 N 

496 H 
7i4 
181 H 
215 H 

32 
407 H 

1554 H 
II& 

5 
42 H 

7 
&21 H 

16 
4 
1 .. 

141 
23 
34 H 

5 
61 

Nrrtlt hrbltr 
Ilk· thr td lrttn hrb ltr 
Blackburn ian hrb hr 
YI llow· throated hrb hr 
Pine hrb hr 
Prairie hrbltr 
lay·brtasted hrbltr 
Blackpoll larbltr 
Ctru I un hrb hr 
Black ·and·rh i It larb hr 
A11rican Rtdstart 
Prothonotary larbltr 
lor1·ut i n1 hrb hr 
Ovenbird 
Northern hterthrush 
Louisiana httrthrush 
Ken tuck r larb hr 
•nournint larbltr 
Co11on Yt 11 ow throat 
Hooded hrb ltr 
Ii Ison' s larb hr 
Canada larb I tr 
Ytl lor·brtuted Chat 
Soarltt Tanaur 
llorthern Cardinal 
lost·brnsttd llrosbuk 
llu, lrosbuk 
lndito luntint 
lufous·sldtd Towht 
Ch ippint Sparrow 
Field Sparrtw 
Sua1111h S,1rrow 
lrushopptr Sparrow 

10& 
31 
13 

2 
10 
40 

& 
II 
&. 

55 
141 

1 
16 

253 H 
15 H 
29 
62 

I 
374 H 

50 
5 

34 H 
53 H 

If& H 
903 H 

31 H 
13 

m 
224 H 
124 
117 

t 
36 

Coa1on Loon 2 
Doub le·cruttd Cor1orant 4 
Grut B Jue Heron 47 
Grun·backtd Heron 31 
Bl1ck·crowntd Ni1�t·Htron 2 
nute Sun 3 
Canada Goos, 41& H 
lood Duck 6 7 H 
na llard 244 
Black Vulture 23 



Sont Sparrow 219 Bobo 1 ink 11 l Orchard Oriol• 72 H Houst Sparrow 356 H 
*Lincoln's Sparrow I Rtd·winttd Blackbird 153 Northern Oriolt 151 H 

SUIP Sparrow 12 Eastern Nudowlark 11 Houu Finch 621 H • write in $ptcies 
White-throated Sparrow 10 Co11on &rack It 116 H A1trican loldfinch 515 
lhit1·cro1ntd Sparrow 14 . Brown·htadtd Cowbird 2l2H 'Evtn int Qrosbuk I 

Hours on foot: lli..l Niles on loot: ill...li Hours feeder utchin9: .LL 
Hours by car: ..ll.J.. Hilu by car: U.L.L Hours "stationary": _L 
Hours by boat: -1..l Niles by boat: _LL Hours 01lin9: .....Lli 
Hours by bike: .....Ll Nilts by bike: ...11.J.... Hilu Owlin1: .lL.L. 

SlH£R BIRD RECORDS: ... IUN 1-JUL 31, 1994 by Joame Solan 

Each season Howard County bird siQlhtines are 00ft1)iled and subnitted to 11ary1and s;rd1iF• and A#Ndcan s;rds, 
B.cause both publ loations provide overviews for lars,e ar .. s , only a fraction of Howard County siSllhttns,s are 
published, The records are not lost, howev.er, for they are the basis for county records. All records are welcomed 
and appreciated, Any individual who turns in seasonal siSllhtins,s receives a COPY of the county 00ft1)ilatlon, To 
request a form on which to los, dates, please oall (301) 725-5037, Th• Board has requested that a digest of the 
seasonal hiSllhlls,hts appear in the newsletter. Observers are referred to by their initials (sH the list at the 
end of the article), Looations are written out the first time cited: thereafter, abbreviations are used, 

Surrner is normally the least exciting season of the birding year in this county. In sane 
ways this year was no exception, though there were sane nice surprises. Prolonged high 
terrperatures kept birding to a mininun while the return of Wilde Lake (WILLK) to its normal 
level reduced the possibility of sighting unusual shorebirds at that location. 

As water levels receded, Brown's Bridge (BRNBR) on Duckett (Rocky Gorge) Reservoir proved 
to be the place to check on a regular basis. It provided the best species of the season 
when Marshall Iliff located 2 stilt Sandpipers on the afternoon of 7/21 after a 
thunderstorm. The birds stayed the rest of the day but flew south at dusk. Fortunately, 
many peop 1 e were a 1 erted qui ck 1 y to this first county sighting. This area of dense w i 11 ows , 
mud flats, and decid4ous woods proved to be an attractive collecting area for wading birds: 
Yellow-a-owned Night Herons, 1 ad. 6/13 & 7 /10 (.M) and 1 inm. 7 /16 (JF ,JS), the latter 
seen again ti 11 7/26 (CB) including field trip participants 7/17; Black-a-owned Night-Heron 
1 ad. 6/13 (.JN) plus 1 inm. 7/10 (.JN) & 7/22 (RB); 3 Q--eat Egrets 7/18 (BO) with a high 
of 7 on 7/30 (JF,JS) & at least 1 thru 7/31; and an inm. Little Blue Heron on 7/21 (CB,BO) 
which stayed thru July (as many as 3 seen). 

The flats brought a variety of shorebirds. A lone Sanipalnated Plover was located by l-t1 
in the late afternoon 7/16. A Q--eater Yellowlegs was noted 7/17 which stayed till 7/23 
(JS) . Lesser Ye 11 ow 1 egs came in 7 / 16 when 1 appeared ( JF, JS) ; the species stayed thru Ju 1 y 
with a high of 4 on 7717 (JS) & 7/22 (RB). WILLK produc�d a lone Solitary Sandpiper 6/13 
( CN) ( presumab 1 y an extreme 1 y tardy spring mi 9rant) ; the next one did not appear ti 11 7 I 16 
at BRNBR (JF,JS) with a high of 15 on 7/26 {JF,JS). A late spring Spotted Sandpiper was 
still on Lake Kittanaqundi 6/6 (BO,JS). The first fall Spotted was at WILLK 7/7 (BO); their 
nt.rrbers grew at BRNBR to 12-15 on 7/22 (RB). The first Sanipalnated Sandpiper of the season 
showed up at BRNBR 7/27 (BO). A Least Sanct,iper was seen at the same location 7/17 (BO); 
the high was 11 on 7 /22 (RB) . Pectora 1 Sandpipers carp 1 eted the interesting shorebird 1 i st 
with 2 on 7/17 (BO,JS), 1 on 7/19 (CB) and 1 on 7/26 (JF,JS); 1 was on Fulton Pond (FULPD) 
7/30 (JF,JS). 

other sightings of note for this season inc 1 uded a 1 ate Pied-bi 11 ed Q--ebe 6 /8 at Centenn i a 1 
Park (CENPK)(JF). NM had 6 (2 ad., 4 inm.) Double-a-ested Cormorants on the north end of 
Triadelphia Reservoir (TRIRS) 6/18. Wood Ducks with young were seen at CENPK & BRNBR. 
Althou�h the-nesting platform on TRIRS had fallen over in late winter & hi�h water did not 
allow ,t to be re-erected, 1 (poss. 2) Ospreys were seen over the reservoirs during July. 

A King Rail was found by CB 6/22 at the marsh end of CENPK. It was last heard 7/6 (BO,HS). 
A Virginia Rail was still present 6/4 in the marsh at Plum Tree. A Sera was heard about 
6/10 at Schooley Mill Park (OS). JN had 4 ad. Laughing aJlls 7/24 west of FULPD with a 
small flock of Ring-billed. The only terns of the surrner were the 2 Forster's 6/6 at CENPK 
(JS). A Horned Lark performing territorial flights was located 6/18 (.JN) in a cornfield 
along Mullinix Road. Tree swallows continue to increase in the county with Mark Wallace 
reporting record nt.rrbers of young fledged in 1994. Sin51.le Bank swallows were noted at Lime 
Kiln Pond (LIMKP) 7/10 (.JN) and 7/16 at BRNBR (JF,JSJ. Besides the usual Cliff swallow 
colonies at the U.S. 29 bridge over Duckett Res., at Brighton, Oan, and under Brown's 
Bridge, ..JN had 1 pair 6/18 at U.S. 29 & Johns Hopkins Road, 1-2:'on 7/10-12 at U.S. 29 & 
M. Patuxent River and 3 on 7/10 at LIMKP. 



(Surmer Bird Records contd.) The thrush walk 6/11 on GNynn Acres Path turned up 12 Wood Thrushes (BO). A Blackpoll Warbler 1 ingered at Lake Elkhorn ti 11 6/5 (.M). Two Black-and white Warblers were heard on territory along the Patapsco River near Frederick Road 6/3 (80,JS). The singing male Prothonotary Warbler was last reported 6/3 at Daniels (80,JS) with no evidence it had a mate this year. Blue Q--osbeaks were reported in 4 locations by 
..NI dt1r i ng June & Ju 1 y. In June he had 6 Q--asshopper Sparrows at Gateway Business Park wh i 1 e JS had 6 on 7/22 along Triadelphia Road & 4 on 7/30 on Michele Drive. NM had a singing White-throated Sparrow 7/14 east of Ellicott City. 
Observers: Rick Blom (RB), Connie Bookstie (CB), Jane Farrell (JF), Nancy Maenusson (N-1), Harvey Mudd (tt1) carol 
Newman (ON), Bonnie Ott (BO), Jo Solem (JS), Hank Stanton (HS), Dou9 Stinson (OS), Jim Wilkinson (JW), 

CALENDAR OF PROQRAt1S 

AND FIELD TRIPS 
Prograns are he 1 d at Longf e 11 ow E 1 ementary Schoo 1 , 54 70 Hesperus Dr . , Co 1 UTb i a. Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for any reason. Hospitality session at 7:30 i:m, Meeting/progran begins at 8:00 i:m, Club bookstore opens at 7:30 i:m. 

'-Nov 10 "other Things that Fly - Dragonflies" - Richard Orr. Dr. Orr is an Thursday entano 1 og i st at the U.S. Department of Agr i cu 1 ture. A 1 though sane of us might think of dragonflies only as food for our favorite birds, they have a fascinating life history of their own. 
� Dec 8 Thursday "GJll Identification" - Eirik Blan. Tired 'of listing all those gulls overhead as gull species? This is a great opportunity to sharpen your skills for identification of sane of the larger gulls seen inland in winter. 

Field Trips meet as described for each trip. Carpooling is encouraged; riders share the cost of 9.as and tolls. Dr . ess for the field with stout, reasonablv watergroof. footae5.; .§1 , , _ layers of clothes. _Trips do not always ·follow .pl!ths. "'�': ,.l:!M!IMI ! WW,.�1<a&e 
to inclement weather or fewer than three participants. Questions? call the trip leader or Field Trip Chair, BorYlie ott (410) 461-3361. 

Nov 8 Tuesday 

Nov 12 Saturday 

Dec 17 Saturday 

Nov 23 Wednesday 

CENTENNIAL PARK NOVEteER sut>AY BIRD WALKS - Meet at 8:00 an at west end parking lot. Walks around the lake end about 11 an. The leaders for this year's trips wi 11 be Burton Alexander, Marty Chestem and Helen Zi echner, Jane Farrell and Maureen and Dave Harvey. Bird life is ever changing with the seasons at Centennial Park. On the 6th, it is possible to see loons, Tundra Swan, grebes and hawks. On the 13th, we will look for migrating waterfowl and woodland birds will be on the move. On the 20th, it is possible to see Horned G--ebe, p 1 us gu 11 s and sparrows . By the end of the month, on the 27th, we wi 11 be looking for late migrant hawks, gulls, and more waterfowl. ca 11 Bonnie for more information. Centennia 1 Park wa Tks are co-sponsored with 
Howard County Recreation and Parks. 

WEEKDAY WALK AT LAKE ELKl-mN - 8: 30 an. Meet at lot off Broken Land Parkway. Possible Rusty Blackbirds, SwcW11) Sparrow, and migrant waterfowl. Leader: Borvlie ott. 
BEGINNERS WALK AT WILDE LAKE - 9:00 an. Meet at boat dock. Bufflehead, Canvasback, and woodland birds. Leaders: Mike and Q--azina McClure. 
WEEKDAY WALK AT WILDE LAKE - 8:30 an. Meet at boat dock. Migrant waterfowl, woodland birds. Leader: BorYlie ott. 
TR I ADELPli I A Ofl I STMAS <XX.INT - Count for part or a 11 of the day. Areas are assigned in western Howard and eastern Montganery counties. To volunteer, contact Norm Saunders, (301) 989-9035 or (202) 606-5723. A small fee is charged which helps defray the cost of publication of the results. 

Next Board Heetin9: Thursday, November 17, 1992, 7:30 i:m at Longfellow Elementary School. There will be no board meeting in December. 

<, 
Nov '6, 13 
20, & 27 Sundays 

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1995 NEWSLETTER MATER I AL is due December 1 , 1994. ca 11 or ma i 1 to Susan Setterberg, 9445 Clocktower Lane, Colurbia, fl1) 21046; (301)498-4734. Anyone is welcane to contribute articles or ideas which you think will be of interest to other birders. 



BIRD CLUB DISPLAY AT HOWARD COUNTY FAIR 
The Howard County Bird Club had a display in the vegetable barn at the Howard County Fair during the week of August 13-20. Tan Strikwerda was responsible for making arrangements; Mike McClure and .Jo Solem set up the display. 
Thanks to the fol lowing individuals who worked the booth: Ralph & Jane Geuder, Marty Chestem, Peggy Willson, Maud & Harry Banks, Martha & Don Waugh, Tan Strikwerda, Kim & Michael Q--oss, Jane Farrell, Shiras GJion, and Dave & Maureen Harvey. 
In addition to the club's trifold displays, a box of fishing 1 i ne, hooks , and other fishing materials was displayed. These items, potentially lethal to birds, had been picked up by Bird Club men-bers along the shores of loca 1 reservoirs and lakes during the f · ast year. If you collect materials o this type bring them to a meeting and we wi 11 add them to the display. 

ACCESS TO PATUXENT WILDLIFE RESEARCH CENTER 
The north tract of the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center is now open daily (except major holidays) to visitors for fishing, wildlife viewing, bird watching, hiking, 
bicycling, hunting, photography and jogging. This area was transferred fran the Department of Defense to the Department of Interior in October 1991 as part of the Base Realignnent and Closures 
Act. The act stipulated continued use of the firing ranges by law enforcement agencies and notification to visitors of the presence of munitions. 
Visitors rrust check in at the Visitor Contact Stat ion on Bald Eagle Drive ( on Rte. 198, one mile east of the Baltimore Washington Parkway). Visitors receive information on what areas are available 
for public use and sign a form indicating they have been informed of lll..lnit ions on the property. 
The center also offers a lecture series, 
guided bi rd and nature walks throu9hout the year, and special events. Call {410) 
674-3304 for �vent information. 

BIRDING AT PEA ISLAND 
by Burton Alexander 

If you haven't birded the Outer Banks of North Carolina, you should plan to visit. If you have, you know the best birding is at Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. This refuge is on Hatteras Island south of Nags Head. Fran a parking lot on the coastal highway ( NC 12) , a path extends across the barrier is land, passing between wide expanses of shallow brackish water. The main path features two large wooden observation platforms and leads to trails that a 11 ow birders to walk around the largest lake. Other habitat includes mud flats, marshes and shrubby areas with scattered small trees. 
The refuge is great ( in the proper seasons) for seeing waders, shorebirds, gu 11 s, . terns, geese anc:J . ducks . I have only visited in the sl..ffli'ler, but each time I was able to see at least six species of the heron fani ly fran one observation stand. During my visit this July, my son and I found a Tri-colored Heron, and a few each of Little Blue Heron, Creat Egret and 
Snowy E�ret. In 111.Jch greater numbers were the · Ibises - sane Glossy, but mostly White. Flocks of White Ibis shone brilliantly in the morning sun even when hundreds of yards away. Sane flocks of White Ibis were feeding in an inch or two of water while others were flying around providing a better view of their black 
wing tips, red legs, and long red curved bills. 
Keeping with the black, white and red scheme, Black Skinmers scratched the surf ace of the water near the p 1 at form while a few oystercatchers stood conspicuously anong the more ordinary shorebirds on a strip of lll..ld. A black7 necked Stilt flew across the path in front of us, its long, red legs trailing behind. There were a variety of other smaller shorebirds, but they were hard to observe because the wind kept shakin� my telescope. The wind, however, minimized the only negative aspect of birding there - plenty of aggressive insects. Be prepared for them. 
On the beach side of the barrier island, small flocks of Brown Pelicans, usually in sing 1 e file, f 1 y a 1 ong the beach or f l y just above the water, sanetimes hidden by a wave. Individuals wi 11 fly low, then rise about ten to twenty feet and dive into the water for a fish. A variety of gulls and terns are usually present, the Laughing Gull being by far the most abundant. Often an Osprey can be seen above. Walking the beach in this area uninhabited by people, you may find a Whimbrel or other shorebirds to add to a good list for your visit to Pea Island. 



OONSERVATION REPORT by Bob Solem 

Congress has gone heme for the season; 
they have to carcatsn for the ele�YJ<?n, They left sarie irrportant conserv!t,on 
legislation undone. All of th� should have been reauthorized and stf'engthened 
this year: 

Endangered Species Act Clean Water Act Safe Drinking Water Act Super fund 
Congress didn't do it. We wi 11 have to tell them to do better next year. THAT'S A PRCMISE! 

THANK YOU - To Bob Bogdan for donating 
a oeceroer- 1987 copy of HarylandBirdlife to the club. That tssue was missing fran the chapter's collection. 

PART-Tit£, NATURE 
INTERPRETATION POSITIONS 

AVAILABLE 
The Howard County Department of Recreation and Parks is currently seeking qualified individuals to lead parent/child and fanily nature and science prograns at county pa -·ks. Prograns are pr imar i l y 
scheduled on weekends and weekday rrorn i ngs and during the sum,er. 
Applicants should have experience leading nature prograns with children, knowledge of natura 1 and phys i ca 1 science, be an enthusiastic leader, and carrrunicate well with the public. Hours are flexible. For rrore information, call Bill Eckert at (410) 313-7254. 
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