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IT REALLY IS AN EARED GREBE! by .Jane H. Farrell 

With the opening of Centennial Lake, I started birding a body of water with consistency 
and began to see grebes regularly during migration. Pied-billed Grebes are the roost canron 
grebes in Howard County and are reasonably easy to distinguish fran other grebes. In 
addition to Pied-billed Grebes, we have Horned Grebes. When Horned Grebes migrate through 
Howard County, their plunage varies considerably. Sane are alroost CXJTl)letely in basic 
(nonbreeding) plumage, while others are also alroost CXJTl)letely in alternate (breeding) 
plumage. Differentiating between Horned and Eared Grebe� is an identification problem. 
I spent considerable anounts of birding time trying to turn Horned Grebes into Eared 
Grebes. I f i na 11 y learned about plumage variations in migrating Horned Grebes, rea 1 i zed 
the low probability of finding an Eared Grebe in inland Maryland, and gave up this 
fruitless pursuit. 

On March 30, 1994, at approximately 6 pm, after I had walked around Centennial Lake, I saw 
a dark diving bird in the middle of .the lake between the wi Tdl ife end of the lake and the 
concession stand. It rooved fairly rapidly toward the dan end of the lake. I observed the 
bird for a while unt i 1 it disappeared behind the is land by the concessfon stand. My 
sightings convinced me that I had a prd>lem bird, and I went to my car to get my scope. 
Despite diligent tries, I could not turn thi� bird into a Horned Grebe. I watched the bird 
until dark and was convinced that I had an Eared Grebe. My find was confirmed by others 
at 5:30 an the fol lowiQ9,�nin9. On A:.he,days following, through at least April 4, 1994, 
the grebe was very cooperative, staying close to shore. It could usually be seen without 
a scope and was the subject of many photographs. This was the first documented record of 
an Eared Grebe in Howard County. 

HOWARD COUNTY HAS TWO MOS satol.ARSHIP WINNERS 
Michele Wright and Pet'Vly QM Zinring were recently advised that each had won a scholarship 
frcm the state MOS for a week at an Audubon cmTp. Michele, who is a park natura 1 i st for 
Howard County Dept of Recreation and Parks, won a Helen Miller Scholarship and anticipates 
attending an ecology cmTp in Maine. Penny teaches at Dunloggin and is looking forward to 
attending cmTp in Wycming. She received the Orville O"owder Maoorial Scholarship. 

PACKETS FOR NEW tEHsERS HAILED 
In order to introduce newer rnent>ers to Maryland Ornithological Society (MOS) and Howard 
County Bird Club activities, the local board recently put together an informational packet. 
During the latter half of Apri 1, packets were mailed to anyone who had joined the chapter 
within the last three years. 

The material consists of a welcane frcm the president, a rnent>ership card, an MOS decal, 
and a copy of the "Checklist of the Birds of Howard county." An information sheet lists 
current officers, annual activities, chapter publications, .and sane recannended references, 
along with a map of the monthly meeting site. 

Since current merrbership directories and the roost recent newsletter have been mailed to 
a 11 merrbers , these i terns were not included in the initial ma i l i ng, but they w i 11 be added 
for anyone who joins after May 1. Merri:>ers who were not eligible to receive a packet in 
the mail may pick one up at any meeting. 



1993 -- A� YEAR -- BUT NO RECORD by .Jane Farrell 

. may request it by sending a stall)ed, self-addressed long envelope to .Jane Farrell, 6324 
Sandchain Road, Colurbia, MD 21045. 

Coo¥)aring the 15 year CO'Tl)i lat ion of annual Howard County 1 ists with the 1993 Howard County 
Year List points to the ans.zing consistency in birding Howard. In 1993, we identified 222 
species; 173 of these species have been identified every year for the last 15 years, and 
197 of these species have been recorded in each of the last five years! Beginning with 
1988, our year totals have been 222, 224, 222, 224, 225, and 222, respectively. With this 
kind of consistency, it is hard to have an extraordinary year. Yet, there were highlights: Surf Scoters identified on Centennial Lake (one in the Spring and one in the Fall) for the 
first recorded sighting since 1958; Connecticut and Orange-crowned Warblers, and Upland and Buff-breasted Sandpipers, all with rrultiple sightings; Northern Goshawk; and 
Short-eared <Ml. We also have five 1993 sightings with the Records carmittee for verification. If these records are accepted, it would be a new high total for a year. 
Last year I asked for a Connecticut Warbler and sane northern invasion species; we saw 
Connecticut Warblers and a few fortunate birders saw a Northern Goshawk and Evening 
Grosbeaks. This year I want shorebirds--lots of species in accessible locations, sane 
rails and sparrows, and Golden-winged Warblers. 1994 has already been better for northern invasion species, but I want more. Search for these birds, share with others, and, if you 
find an unusual species, activate the Howard County Rare Bird Alert by calling Bea Newkirk on (301) 498-1902. 
ADDEt«llt1: 1992, ranove Western Sandpiper (call)iler error), new total 225. 1988, add 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow (accepted by the Records carmittee), new total 222. 1987, ranove Dickcissel (record withdrawn), new total 215. 1982, ranove Short-eared <Ml, add Northern 
Saw-whet <Ml (CO'Tl)iler error), sane total 217. 
Thanks to the followingrnerrbers who submitted their CO'Tl)let� 1993 lists: Burton Alexander, 
.John B laisde 11, CorYlie Bock.st ie, Rod Btr ley, .Jane Farre 11, Dave Harvey, Mike Kerwin, Nancy 
Magnusson, Peter Osenton, Bonnie ott, Sue Probst, .Jo Solan, and Eva Sunell. Data fran special counts and season reports coro i Ied by David Holmes, .Jo Solan, and Paul ZUcker 
provided sane species that might have been missed. Bob Ringler provided technical expertise, and Bob Solan produced the CO'Tl)Uterized 15 year CO'Tl)ilation. Individuals who . . . 

1993 mRO CXllMTY LIST 
Conon Loon 
Pied·bi lied Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Double·crested Cor1or1nt 
A1tr iean Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
Great Egret 
Snowy Etret 
Litt 1 e B 1 ue Heron 
Cattle Etret 
Green Heron 
&lack·crowned Nitht·Heron 
Yellow·crowned Ni9ht·Heron 
Glossy Ibis 
Tundra Swan 
Nute Sun 
Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
lood Duck 
Green·winted Teal 
American Black Duck 
Hallard 
Northern Pinhi 1 
Blue·win1ed Tnl 
Northern Shoveler 
Gadwil 1 
AHrican ligeon 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Rine· neck td Duck 
Lesser Scaup 
Oldsquaw 
Suri Sooter 
Coa1on Go 1 den ere 
Bufflehnd 
Hooded Ner11nser 
Co11on Nerunser 

Red-breasted Nertanser 
Ruddy Duck 
Black Vulture 
Turk er Vu I ture 
Osprey 
Bald Eatle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp·sh inned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Bro1d·win1ed Hawk 
Red· tailed Hawk 
Golden Eaelt 
A11ric1n Kestrel 
fterl in 
Perurine falcon 
Rint·necked Pheasant 
lild Turkey 
Northern Bobwhite 
Vir1inia Rail 
A11r i can Coot 
Lesser Go lden·Plover 
Ki lldur 
Grnter Yellowlus 
Lesser Yellowl11s 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Up 1 and Slndp i per 
S11ipal11ted Sandpiper 
Lust Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Buff·breasted Sandpiper 
Coa1on Snipe 
A11rican loodcock 
Laueh i ne Gu 11 
lonaparte's Gull 

Rin1·billed Gull 
Herring Gull 
I c1 land au 11 
Lesser I lack ·backed Gu 11 
Glaucous au 11 
Grut Black·backtd Gull 
Cup ian Tern 
Coa1on Tern 
Forster's Tern 
Black Tern 
Rock Don 
nourn i ne Don 
&lack·billed Cuckoo 
Yellow·bilhd Cuckoo 
Eastern Scruch·Owl 
Grut Horned Owl 
Barred Owl 
Short·ured Owl 
Co11on Niehthnk 
lhip·poor·will 
Chi1ney Swift 
Ruby·throated Hu11in1bird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red·headed loodpecker 
Red·bellied loodpecker 
Yellow·bellild Sapsucker 
Downy loodpechr 
Hairy loodpechr 
Northern Fl ichr 
Pileated loodp1cker 
Eastern lood·Pewee 
Yel low·bell ied FIJcatchtr 
Acadian Flycatcher 
lilln Flycatcher 
Lust Fhcatchtr 
Eastern Phoebe 
areat Crested Flycatcher 

Eastern Kingbird 
Horned Lark 
Purple Nartin 
Tru Swallow 
Northern Rou9h·win1ed 

Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Cliff Sn llow 
Barn Sn 1 low 
Blue Jay 
A11ric1n Crow 
Fish Crow 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Tit19USI 
Red·breuttd Nuthatch 
lhite·breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Cruper 
Carolina lren 
House lren 
linter lren 
narsh lren 
Golden·crowned Kintlet 
Ruby·crowned Kinglet 
Blue·euy anatcatcher 
Eastern Bluebird 
Vury 
Grar·cheeked Thrush 
s,ainson's Thrush 
Her1i t Thrush 
lood Thrush 
A11rican Robin 
aru Catbird 
Northern nockintbird 
Bron Thrasher 
A11rican Pipit 
Cedar llnint 
Europun star 1 int 

lhite·eyed Vireo 
Solitarr Vireo 
Yel low·throated Vireo 
llrblin1 Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Red·ered vireo 
81 ue·• i nud larb ler 
Tenn usu hrb ler 
Oranae·crowned llrb 1 er 
Nuhv i 1 le larb ler 
Northern Parula 
Ye 1 low larb hr 
Chestnut·sided hrbler 
nuno 1 i a hrb ler 
Cape nay hrbler 
Black·throated Blue 

hrb hr 
YI 11 ow·ru1ped hrb 1 er 
Black ·throated Grun 

hrb l1r 
Blackburnian larbhr 
Ylllow·throated larbler 
Pine larbler 
Prairie hrbler 
Pali hrbler 
Bay·breasted larbler 
Blackpoll larbler 
Cerulnn larbler 
Black·and·whilt hrbler 
A11rican hdstart 
Prothonotary llrb ler 
lor1·11tin1 hrbhr 
Ovenbird 
Northern laterthrush 
Louisiana ht1rthFush 
Kentucky larbler 
Connecticut larbler 



Hournint hrbler 
Co11on Ytllowthroat 
Hooded larb 1 tr 
Ii Ison 's hrb ler 
Canada larb hr 
Ytllow·brusted Chat 
Su1ur Tanaur 
Scarlet Tanaur 

Northern Cardinal 
lose-breasted Qrosbtak 
Blue Qrosbnk 
lndito Buntin, 
Rufous·sided Towhee 
A11rican Tr,, Sparrow 
Chipp Int Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 

Yuptr Sparrow 
Snunah Sparrow 
Qrasshopper Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Son, Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
SHIP Sparrow 
lhite·throat,d Sparrow 

lhilt·crowntd Sparrow 
Dark -,red Junco 
lobo 1 ink 
Red·win1ed Blackbird 
Eultrn nudowlark 
Rust, Blackbird 
Co11on &rack le 
Brown·hndtd Cowbird 

Orchard Oriole 
Northern Oriole 
Purple Finch 
HOUSI Finch 
Pine Sisk in 
Aur i can 801 df inch 
Eunin1 arosbuk 
House Sparrow 

Winter Bird Records: Dec 1, 1993 - Feb 28, 1994 
by .Joanne Solem 

This article details oounty hi91hl iQlhts of the sunnary that was forwarded to /1ary1and Bird1if•and AmM"ioan Birds. 
To request a oopy of a form on which to record siSllhtin91s, call 301-725-5037, Those observers who submit seasonal 
siQlhtings will receive a oopy of the oounty oo,q:>ilation, Observers are referr..:i to by initial: names appear at 
the and of the article. Locations are written out the first time used; thereafter they are abbreviated. If 
species are mentioned which you are anxious to see, call Bonnie Ott 410-461-3361 and let her know. 

Although Red-necked Q-ebes were widely reported in Maryland during February, Howard County 
could manage only a single sighting when PO found one in the open wat� behind Rocky Gorge 
dan on 2/27. The cold weather in January and February covered lakes, ponds, and reservoirs 
with ice. A few openings remained which were usually heavily· used by waterfowl. The only 
visible water on Triadelphia Reservoir (TRIRS) held 150 Tundra swans on 2/5 (JF,JS) • .Among 
the thousands of Canada Geese that now winter in the county, a few Snow Geese can often 
be found. The fields near the pond at Fulton had one white phase and two blue phase birds 
on 12/4 & 1/16 (JF,JS). On 2/18 there was one of each color at the sane location (BO,HZ). 

The opening in the ice at Centennial Park (CENPK) was closely watched whenever weather 
conditions allowed access to the park . .Among species seen were Q-een-winged Teal, 
Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Gadwal 1, lmerican Wigeon, Lesser Scaup, canmn Goldeneye, 
Bufflehead and Hooded Merganser. The two species at that location that attracted the roost 
attention were a male Rec.head on 12/15 (CB) and four pairs on 1/12 (CB) and a male Red 
breasted Merganser on 2/25 (CB, BO, HZ). The only Oldsquaw of the seaSQl"I was noted on TR I RS 
on 12/4 (JF ,JS). Five White:-:wi� Scqters at the sane location or, 1/8 were the first 
wint�r county record (PO). �Fourteen Gadwalls were on a pond on Trfaal1phia Mi 11 Road on 
12/9 (Mii). On the sane date he had 21 Buffleheads and 60 Hooded Mergansers on a pond on 

Waterford Farm. A windy day brought down 363 Ring-necked Ducks and.30 canvasbacks which 
rested in a cove at Brown's Bridge on T. Duckett Reservoir 2/26 (JF,JS). 

The best raptor news was the presence of an imnature Northern Goshawk at Centennial Park 
for rruch of the winter (m.obs.). Although the bird was seen by many birders, it often 
required hours of waiting or repeated trips before it was sighted. If all the birds in and 
around the hole in the ice suddenly took wing, it usually meant that the goshawk was flying 
through. An adu 1 t goshawk had flown over CB' s head at Centenn i a 1 on 12/ 16, but that 
individual did not stay. The Bald Eagles are again nesting on TRIRS. 

Ring-necked Pheasants are scarce so two on 2/5 was a pleasant surprise. PO had a male on 
Sharp Road and EG had a female west of Murray Hi 11 & Vol lmerhausen Roads. A flock of five 
Wi 1 d Turkeys frequented the C 1 ark's yard east of C 1 arksv il 1 e fran mid Decerrber to around 
1/10. As-fflanY as -thr--ee American Coots were seen at CENPK fran 12/31 on (BO). 

Shorebirds are always in short supply in the Piednont in winter. On 12/18 JF & JS had a 
flock of 32 Killdeer at the milk plant in southern Howard County. By late Feb they were 
again being widely seen with six at Fulton on 2/18 (BO,HZ) and five on Gorman Road on 2/20 
(JN). A few Comm Snipe wintered. 

The severe winter brought thoughts of white-winged gulls, but it was not a particularly 
outstanding season. The statewide gul 1 count on 1/29 found NM & JF at Alpha Ridge landfi 11 
(ALPHA) where they logged two first winter lcelands, three adult Lesser Black-backs plus 
the expected Herrings, Ring-bills, and Q-eat Black-backs. On Midwinter Count 2/5 GS & RC 
found three Lesser Black-backs at ALPHA. PO had a second winter Glaucous Q.111 at CENPK on 
1/15. Bonaparte's Q.11 ls were noted three times: three at CENPK on 12/26 (JF ,BO), one on 
1/15 (JF), and six on TRIRS 1/8 (PO,JS). 

The only migrant owl found was a Long-eared that BO flushed fran a tangle at CENPK 1/30 
when she paid attention to scolding chickadees. 



Red-headed �ers took advantage of an excellent acorn crop in the vicinity of the 
University of Maryland Central Fann (lJ1:>CF) and wintered. At least one adult and one 
imnature were relocated by a nuTber of observers after BO's initial discovery. MK also had 
one adult in western Howard County on 2/5. Several large flocks of Horned Larks were 
located in freshly manured fields. On 1/16 PO had 100 at Fulton and 71 in fields at Roxbury 
& Triadelphia Roads. On 2/5 D8Hi found 350 in their Midwinter Count territory, the largest 
nuroer on Underwood Road, and on 2/18 BO & HZ located 30-40 after patient searching i mi le 
west of US 29 on MD 216. 

Sightings of Black-capped <1lickadees are not frequent. Details were submitted for a bird 
that appeared at D&PE' s feeder on Crazy Quilt Court 1/17 on the east side of Co luroia. If 
accepted, this would be the first sighting in almost a decade. Wintering Harsh Wrens have 
been recorded occasionally in the Piedoont, though not in this county. On 1/11 CB & BO 
flushed one fran cat ta i 1 s in the P Iun Tree Path area for this season's first county record. 

Fifteen Eastern Bluebirds were observed on 1/30 at Schooley Mi 11 Park (SLMLP)(JB). BS 
reported 10-12 bluebirds roosting together in a single nest box during the extrsnely cold 
nights of mid January. They arrived between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. Both Q'-ay Catbirds and Brown 
Thrashers atterrpted to winter. One, possibly two, catbirds were seen at CENPK during the 
period (JF ,BO,HZ); another was spotted at SU1 .. P on 12/18 (NM). NM had a thrasher at SLMLP 
on 1/29 and CB had another at PLTRP on 2/17. 

American Pipits were noted at diverse locations including 50 at Gateway Business Park on 
1/14 (JW), 30 on 1/5 at lJ1:>CF (HZ), 60 on 1/14 at lJ1:>CF (BO), and four on the milk plant 
on 2/20 (JW). other than a ffM scattered Yellow-rUl'ped Warbler reports, the only other 
warblers were two Coma, Ye11owthroats observed along Harmond Branch near 1-95 on 12/18 
{JF,JS). 

American Tree Sparrows were widely reported with 20 the. largest nuroer on 1/13 at Mt. 
Pleasant {BO,JS,RC). <1lipping Sparrows were seen during the winter period: two on 12/2 at 
Mt. Pleasant (BO,JS,SS), one in North Laurel on 12/5 (PO), and one in Elkridge on 2/5 (AT). 
Fifteen sav81'Y\ah Sparrows on 12/2 at Mt. Pleasant were the largest winter group (BO,JS,SS). 
Fox Sparrows always winter in the county in smal 1 nuroers. The three in CENPK on 1/10 (HZ) 
and 1/16 (BO) were certainly winter residents. Migration beCclll!9 arent wh 

. were 
s , migrating on 12/2 when 50+ were observed at Mt. Pleasant (BO,JS,SS). The last 
L inco 1 n's Sparrow was spotted by BO on 12/3 at lJ1:>CF. On the sane date and location, she 
had 14 Eastern Meadowlarks. 

Winter irruptives were major nf!Ms this winter. These are species that live far north of 
us and cane south unpredictably. During most winters there are at least a scattering of 
reports of Pine Siskins, Ptrp1e Finches and Red-breasted Nuthatches which was also the case 
this year. Even.ing Q'-osbeaks did not cane to this area. Req>o11s were the big news--most ly 
Carrrx>ns with the possibility of at least one Hoary. The MDOCRC will be wrestling with 
redpol l. taxonany as it evaluates a nuTber of Maryland records. Obviously not everyone 
reported redpoll sightings, but the following people did which provides a good overview 
of the timing, location, and nuroers of this invasion. Generally only a few were reported 
fran any one location, but the 1 argest f 1 ock ( 19) was on 1 /30 (CS) . January reports 
included one on 1/10 (BO); three 1/14, 1/16 & 2/5 (D&PE); one 1/14 (W&sE); three 1/15 (PD); 
si� 1/17 (A&KH); one 1/15 (SS); six 1/18 (G8tt1); one 1/20 (JI<); five 1/20 (HS); one 1/22 
(PO); two 1/23 (CIW), one 1/23 (RM); one 1/22 (CS); one 1/26 (JS); four 1/22 (MF); and nine 
1/29 (JF). February sightings included several on Midwinter Count on 2/5; one 2/7 (WEb); 
six 2/29 (<L); two 2/12 & 2/16 (BO); and almost daily visits at a Wilde Lake feeder fran 
2/8 at least through the first week of March with a high of 11 on 2/9 (HZ). 

The following records have been submitted to the MDOCRC: Brewer's Blackbird on 1/17 and 
a possible Hoary REq>Oll on 1/15. 

linter oburms cited above: .1e•11 ll1i14111 (.11), Ct11f1 ltobtft (Cl), 11141 Crook (IC), 111,• C111i1�1 (IC), P•il IHis (Pl), lo I S1111 Ear, 
(IISE), lar4 Ebert (IE�), l1ri11 I P11l1 Ecter (111£), J111 F1rr1ll (.If), ft1411r1 Flet .. er (IIF), E4ti1 11114 (El), A111 I ltl Mart (Alli), 11,1 I 
n1ur11n Har,,r (DlftH), Jere, l1llr (.ll), ftit• ler1i1 (Nl), lltr1t1 Lr•u• (IL), l11cr 1111111•• (111), tr1zi11 I lit• ftcCl1r1 (111111), le111ond ftunro 
(lft), Peter OH1t11 (PO), ltllit Ott (IO), .... Scar,1111 (IS), ..... s,tt,rhrt (SS), ltr41 Situ (IS), ... Stiff (.IS), .... StHtH (IS), C .. ct Stirrat 
(cs), Air ThratH (AT), Den lallace (DI), larl 11llao1 (n), .lf11mtnst1 (JI), 11111 Z1ioh1r (IZ), 11n, obururs (1.obs,) 

Records for spring sightings (March, April and May) are ciJe JI.rte 3, 1994. Mail to BIRO 
RECX>ROS, 10617 0-'aeloch Road, Laurel, MD 20723. 



HOWARD COUNTY MIDWINTER BIRD COUNT s February 19� 
by David Holmes & Joanne Solem 

Your answers wi 11 be kept in strictest confidence but please do tel 1 either our carpi ler 
or organizer just how many virgins you sent to the weather gods for our count day. 
Conditions were absolutely ideal for everything except vultures. So, our vulture count 
was the lowest since 1986 (our first year) but we found new high count totals for 18 
species and two additional "high ties". In the middle of this, our worst winter in years, 
we enjoyed a day with no wind, moderate overcast so the birds kept active and we could find 
them, and moderate tEll'll)eratures (40's). It was wonderful! 

More superlatives: nurber of species - 94 (previous high - 92), nurber of individual birds 
- 109,992 (previous high - 105,412), hours on foot - almost 220 (previous high 179), but 
interestingly, the miles on foot total was average for the last six years. Perhaps the 
notation on the field sheet "i hour stuck in ice" is the best explanation. The THREE new 
species for the count included one expectable (Horned <rebe - three on Rocky Gorge 
Reservoir), and two rea 1 ly qua 1 ity birds (Northern Goshawk and Long-eared CMl - both around 
Centennial Lake). Fifteen species were found in just under high count nurbers with two 
additional ties for second high counts. The other notable second high was nurber of 
observers, 80 in the field and an additional 24 at feeders. This is an irll)ressive effort! 

Last year we looked at five possibly declining species. Did the declines continue? 
Herring Gulls were slightly down. House Sparrows, Rock Doves, and Red-shouldered Hawks 
produced third highest counts and American Tree Sparrows were one of the . second high 
species. Tree sparrows have shown very consistent 1 ong term dee 1 i nes in most of the 
country though, so our "good" showing may wel 1 have been produced by more severe weather 
further north. The increasing species this year included the permanent residents: Canada 
Geese, woodpeckers, and feeder birds. such as chickadees, t;.tmice, and House Finches. Is 
it habitat, adaptability, or coverage that gives these results? 

What a difference a month makes! Once again, carparisons (the two courits' pdrty hours were 
1:mazingl� simi.lar) wit� ttle Trj�df.!li:>ht�£hr:is��jr:ctC:c,>pnt (1� D�.) suggest e.ither lots 
of out m,grat ton or d,e-off between counts�'"' Wfnti!r!'"-l'iaan't 'h1t" yet by the t ,me of the 

��!��-J�;-;_.,�·v�B���·�l ·�#;J1�u;;ar�!;2�1�j���··,.,,,�'*#=···· missed call)letely. The rest of their towhee and sparrow individual totals were frcm 11 
to 4 times our nurbers. Their carol ina Wrens set a record at wel 1 over double ours. Their 
50 Hermit Thrushes also set a record (we had 5). BUT, we had carm:>n Redpolls, 3 Pine 
Sisk ins, American Pipits and Rusty Blackbirds, and (thanks to Dave Harvey's suggesting to 
a farmer that he really ought to be spreading sane manure shortly before we counted) 350 
Horned Larks a 11 appearing on our count and missing Tri ade 1 phi a carp 1 ete 1 y. Our tree 
sparrow total was 11 times theirs. I'd love to see sane similar Chrisbnas-Midwinter 
call)ar i sons frcm centra 1 Northern and South caro 1 i na because they may suggest whether these 
fairly consistent differences are indeed "late" migration or just a part of the normal 
astroncmical mortality rate in populations of small birds. 

Am I thrilled over our record nurber of incHviduals? Here's how it happened - then you 
tell me: 60,000 blackbirds, 9,000 of both European Starlings and canada Geese, 8,000 
gulls, 5,000 crows - that's 91,000 birds - 83% of our total individuals. Seven more 
species topped 1,000 and three came close adding 14,158 birds. So, 20.2% of our species 
carprised 96% of our individuals. What will the species diversity fanatics do with this 
information? Do you realize that this is still less than half the human population of 
Howard County? And isn't it interesting that all our attention focuses on the single 
goshawk rather than the reasons our environnent is supporting 60,000 blackbirds! 

Last year's paragraph of kudos could be repeated almost exactly for this account. You 
observers did marvelously - both at our feeders and in the field. The area leaders (see 
the observer 1 ist and we.lcane to J.im Wilkinson who took over Area 7 this year), Mike 
McClure for a huge soount of work on the raptor information, and Hal and Zelda Siroon for 
continuing their tally rally tradition; al 1 you people make this count possible and useful. 
An article in a major journal is beginning to fly through my brain - and after our 10th 
count next year, we should have a data set to take seriously. See you in May, in fall?, 
oh Triadelphia and again next midwinter. 



OBSERVERS: AREA 1: IIARK IALLACE, Joseph Byrnes, Bob Davis, Nike Knin, Rick SUsmn, Robin Todd; AREA 2: NANCY IWlllSSOII, Val Barnes, lard Ebert, 
David Henderson, Peter Osenton, TOI Strikwerda, Paul a Sherry Zucker, Fllltltr ntdrs - lilli• A. Kidwill, Skip Skipton, Ralayne Slith; AREA 3: 
IWIREEK I DAVE HARVEY, Br•t I Nary Byers, Ric:hlrd I Randy Crook, Ralph Clll ison, Dan Haft, Elliot Kirschbu, Art Rogers, Steve Sanford, Gene 
Scarpulla, Nancy Slith, lill I Robin Tress, FIIJIW ntdltrs - R.I. lllndlat, Dave KirklDOd; AREA 4: NIKE Im.URE, Bob I llary Jo Betts, Bi 11 Bh11, 
Darius I Paula Ecker, Ki1Q-oss, Nike Luu, Q-uina llc:Clure, Ji111c:Gibney, Karan Reiaslw!r, awck Stirrat, FfilldtJr ntdllt's- (Ralph) I TOI Clllison, 
Georgia Eacker, Jmes Resau, Arr111g,d "poaching"- Bonnie Ott; AREA 5: CIEG VAi IISTRAII), Burton Alexander, �Y Barnard, Doug Chlllblin, Narty Chest•, 
John & Eileen Clegg, Peggy Erbe, Adm&, Andy Halleck, Jeff Hatfield, Doug Odnlltt, Nanine Rhinelander, Cynthia Sibrel, Christine Si111es, Paul Sturm, 
Helen Zeichner, F_,,,. r1tdlsrs- Ellen & Hal Bryson, lard Ebert, John(her, Dennis Luck, RoSIIIHld lllnro; AREA 6: BCUIE OTT, Connie Bockstie, Jane 
& Ralph Geuder, David Kubitsky, lllrjorie Kupiec, Brigitte I Robert Lund, Sue Probst, Hank Stanton, Cathy lill iamson, Feeder r1tcl,ers - lill iam 
Brandenstein, Alex Donovan, Jr., Sharon F•ite, (Ralph Geuder), Robert B. Linder,-, Thornton; AREA T: JIN IILKINSON, Naud Banks, Phil Davis, Jane 
Farrell, Edwin Gould, cathy Jones, Georgia Norris, Jo Sols, Eva Sunell, Don laugh, Carol lilkinson, Feedlr ntcltlrs- (Bob I Nary Jo Betts), Ron 
Cotterman, (Paula Ecker), Jill Claudia lledwin, Bea Nellkirk, Bob Sol•. (Area Leaders names are in CAPITALS. Names in parentheses under feeder watchers 
were also listed as field observers.) 

Follo.ing are the species and total counts for the day: 

Party hours on foot · 219.75; Partr hours br car· 61,U; Partr �ours nlint · 10,25; Partr hours at fttdtrs • 41.21 
Partr lilts on fooi · 151.93; Partr 1ilts br car • ifi,3; Partr 1il1s owlin1 • &1 

OONSERVATION REPORT by Bob Solem 

Yellow·ru1ped larbltr Ji 
Northtrn Cardinal IIIS Rufous·sided Towhee ,1 
A1tr ican Tru Sp tr row Si Field Sparrow iO 
Savannah Sparrow 5 Fox Sparrow 6 
Sont Sparrow 296 
SW11p Sparrow 12 
lh i tt·throattd Sparrow 1 Jui 
lhitt·crowned Sparrow 56 
Dark· If 1d Junco 1466 
led-winged 8lacl01rd i7093 
Eastern Ntadowlarl 4 
Rustr Blackbird 4 
Co11on Grackle 295,� 
Brown·headed Co.bird IOiO 
blackbird sp. 11430 Purple Finch 2 
House Finch 2,i, 
Co11on RedpoJI 24 
Pine Siskin J 
Aurican Goldfinch 422 
House Sparrow i 

Downr loodptcker 2!2 
Hairr loodptcker 39 
Northern Flicker II 
Piltated loodpecker 32 
Horned Lark 350 
Blut Jar 957 Altrican Crow 2809 
Fish Crow 14 
crow sp. . 2052 
Carolina Chickadee 961 
Tufted Tit1ous1 713 
Rtd·brtasttd Nuthatch 9 
lhitt·brusttd Nuthatch 166 
Brown Creeper 46 
C1rolina lren 212 
Qolden·crnntd lintltt 54 
£astern lluebird 261 
H1r1it Thrush 5 AHr ican Rob in 218 
Qrar Catbird 3 
Northern Nockin1bird 389 
lr�··n Thrasher I 
httr Pipit S 
Ctdar laxwint 460 

Total Individuals: 109,ft2 Total Sptciu: 94 

Northern Goshawk I 
accipittr sp. 2 
Rtd·shouldertd Hawk 61 
Rtd-tailtd Hawk 60 
buteo sp. . 1 
A1trican Kestrel 33 Rin1·n1ck1d Pheasant 2 
A11rican Coot 3 Killdttr 4 
Couon Sn ht 5 Rin1·bill1d lull 6170 
Htrrint Gull 1049 
Lesser llaok·backtd Gull 3 Qreat 81,·backtd Qui! 21 
tull SP, 125 Rock Dov, 2101 
ttournint Dove 1721 
Eastern Scrttcb·Owl 3 ar,at Horned Owl I 
larrtd Owl I 
Lone·eared Owl I 
lilted Kintfishtr 12 
Red-headed Woodpecker 3 
Red-bellied loodpecker 267 

· Ytl·btll' 

Horned Qrebt 3 
ijrtat Slut Heron 3 
Tundra Swan U 
Mute Swan 2 
Snow Goose 1 
Canada Goose 8783 
lood Duck 4 
ijreen·winted Teal 2 A1trican Black Duck 159 
Maiiard 1225 
ilorthtrn Pintail 4 
A1er1can liteon 23 ,anvasback 17 
R1nt·ntckcd Duck I& 
LtSStr Scaup I 
Co11on Goldtneye 2 
iuiiiennd 10 
Hooded Mtrtanser 15 Co1mon tter1anser 7 
Biack Vulture 50 
iurke1 Vulture i2i 
hid Eagle 2 
horthern Harrier 6 
Sharp ·shinned Hawk 20 
Cooper's Hawk 7 

Focus, the news letter of the World Wildlife Fund, has infonna.t ion on terrperate rain 
forests, most of which are in a narrow costa 1 band fran the Olyrrpic Peninsula in Washington 
state north to British Coh.rri:>ia and southeast Alaska. The fol lowing is quoted fran Focus: 

"TE!ffl)erate rain forests are the world's most productive forests. Tropical forests boast 
a far greater variety of species, but an average plot in the Pacific Northwest tE!ffl)erate 
rain forest -contains more than twice as nuch plant matter, or "bianass," as even the most 
productive tropical rain forests. These forests--and the rivers and streans they sustain- 
provide habitat to thousands of species, including many of the region's threatened and 
endangered fish and wildlife. The original distribution of tE!ffl)erate rain forests was 76 
million acres, or the size of the state of Wisconsin--less than 4% of the world's current 
tropical rain forest distribution. The European tsrperate rain forest is mainly gone. 

In the Pacific Northwestern United States, only a fraction of the original tE!ffl)erate rain 
forest remains intact. 

"What about the tini>er inclastry's assertion that, thanks to their replanting efforts, there 
really isn't a deforestation problan? Strictly speaking, the problan in tE!ffl)erate forests 
often is not deforestation, but the conversion of forests to tree plantations. Tree 
plantations are "fiber farms" that are highly effective at meeting tirrber production goals. 
The genetic variability of the natural forest systan is lost, as is the forest's ability 
to adapt to changing climate. Because they are so uniform, tree plantations also lack the 



structural cOl'l'l)lexity that is so illl)Ortant in an old-growth forest. Silll)lifying these 
forests reduces their capacity to support wildlife. A messy forest--with snags (dead 
standing trees), logs on the ground, and broken tops--provides illl)Ortant niches for 
diversity of species." 

May Count - Saturday, May 14, 1994 
Since 1948, the Maryland Ornithological Society has 
conducted an annua 1 May Count. Everyone is urged to join 
in; no matter your skill level. Identification is only 
part of being successful; you have to spot the bird 
f .r-st , so every pair of eyes helps. Ar.d, it is great 
fun. The COl'l'l)i ler for Howard County is Paul Zucker. 
Ca 11 him at ( 301) 279- 7896 ·(Hane) or ( 301) 953-5000 x 
4971 (Office) to participate in the count. Paul wi 11 
pair you up with saneone else if you'd 1 ike, based on 
your ski 11 l eve 1 , and assign you an area to cover . 
Special requests are honored whenever possible. 

HOY IT v«lRKS: The county has been divided into seven 
areas (as for the Winter Count), each with an area 
coordinator . The area coordinators w i 11 asserrb 1 e the 
parties and carbine their results after the count. All 
parties however rrust make sure their day 1 ists are 
delivered to the tally rally. Leaders are responsible 
for tracking party miles and time, nanes and addresses of 
the participants, and docunentation for unusual sightings.. Observers within talking or 
shouting distance of each other are considered one party. If two or more birders spend 
an hour together on foot, that constitutes one party hour; however, if one ment,er is 
separated frcm the other for i hour, then the tota 1 is 1i party hours. A 11 birds 
(including, ugh, Starlings, and House- Sparrows) nust be counte,si: Large flocks can be 
estimated. If ·you see sanething excit;ng outside your assigned' area, make a note of the 
t ime , direc:ti9r-i .. of. fljsht, ,c¥ld. lccat ion, The sighting can b$!.reegi:,ted ... Jo the .. area 
cdoi"dfnator for that sector at the ta l1 y; and the bi rd may be added to the eou�''if� e 
assured double counting did not take place. 

UN.JSlJAL. SIGfTINGS: Any species not previously recorded in the county 
or l i sted on the check 1 i st needs to be docunented. Acceptab 1 e 
docunentat ion inc 1 udes the nane of the person making the 
i dent if i cation, mmes of a 11 others who saw the bi rd, when and where 
it was seen, lighting conditions, optics used, behavior of the bird, 
time period observed, field marks, etc. Sanetimes sketches help. 
Sane exarples of what is considered unusual are: Pied-billed Grebe, Horned 
Grebe, Snowy Egret, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Tundra Swan, Snow Goose, Green-winged 

Teal, American Black Duck, Northern Pintail, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, Greater or Lesser Scaup, 
Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted Herganser, Hooded Herganser, Ruddy Duck, Bald Eagle, Kerlin, Wild Turkey, Sora, American Coot, 
Upland Sandpiper, Sanderling, Semipal11ted Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Long· 
bi lied Oowitcher, Wilson's Phalarope, Bonaparte's Gull, Herring Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster's Tern, Barn Owl, Common Nighthawk, 
Chuck-will's·widow, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Horned Lark, Black capped Chickadee, Winter Wren, Harsh Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Loggerhead Shrike, Philadelphia Vireo, 
Golden-winged Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Summer Tanager, Dickcissel, American Tree Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Dark 
eyed Junco, or Rusty Blackbird. 
11-E TALLY DINNER!! Everyone who participates in the count is welccme to attend the tally 
pot 1 uck. I f you are unab 1 e to attend, p 1 ease make arrangements with your area 1 eader or 
the COl'l'l)iler to turn in or phone in results during the count day or early that evening. 
Ca 11 Jan Rand 1 e at ( 4 10) 531-6296 to let her know the m.1rber of peop 1 e ccmi ng frcm your 
party and your choice of food to share. (Non-cooks & all day counters can ask Jan for 
a 1 ternat i ve suggestions. ) Dinner usua 11 y begins between 6: 30 and 7 : 00 pn. The ta 11 y w i 11 
begin at 8 pn. The Randles live in Braeburn which is on the west side of Cedar Lane in 
the section north of r-1' 32 and south of the stoplights at OWen Brown and Freetown Roads. 
The entrance road to the area is Braeburn Road, turn right on Lpchridge and continu� to 
first house on left after Hillbrook Drive (6424 Lochridge Road). 



County _ 

BLUE GROSBEAK-------- 
INDIGO BUNTING 
RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE ------· 
CHIPPING SPARROW 
FIELD SPARROW _ 
VESPER SPARROW --------- 
SAVANNAH SPARROW--------- 
GRASSHOPPER SPARROW _ 
SHARP-TAILED SPARROW _ 
SEASIDE SPARROW _ 
SONG SPARROW --------- 
SWAMP SPARROW 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW �-- 
WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW _ 
DARK-EYED JUNCO-------- 
BOBOLINK-------------- 
RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 
EASIERN MEADOWLARK---------- 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD --------- 
BOAT-TAILED GRACKLE-------- 
COMMON GRACKLE --------- 
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD -------- 
ORCHARD ORIOLE _ 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE _ 
PURPLE FINCH---------- 
HOUSE FINCH----------- 
AMERICAN GOLDFINCH _ 
HOUSE SPARROW 
Write-in species on Back! Many need DETAILS! 

WHITE-EYED VIREO 
SOLITARY VIREO 
YELLOW-THROATED VIREO -------- 
WARBLING VIREO _ 
RED-EYED VIREO 
BLUE-WINGED WARBLER 
GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER ----�- 
TENNESSEE WARBLER-------- 
NASHVILLE WARBLER--------- 
NORTHERN PARULA _ 
YELLOW WARBLER ---------- 
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER _ 
MAGNOLIA WARBLER _ 
CAPE MAY WARBLER 
BLK.-THRTD. BLUE WARBLER _ 
MYRTLE WARBLER _ 
BLK.·THRTD. GREEN WARBLER _ 
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER _ 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER ------- 
PINE WARBLER _ 
PRAIRIE WARBLER _ 
PALM WARBLER 
BAY-BREASTED WARBLER ------- 
BLACKPOLL WARBLER -------- 
CERULEAN WARBLER -------- 
BLACK & WHITE WARBLER -------- 
AMERICAN REDSTART _ 
PROTHONOTARY WARBLER ------ 
WORM-EATING WARBLER------- 
OVENBIRD 
NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH _ 
LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH . 
KENTUCKY WARBLER -------�- 
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT _ 
HOODED WARBLER --------- 
WILSON'S WARBLER -------- 
CANADA WARBLER --------- 
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT -------- 
SUMMER TANAGER _ 
SCARLET TANAGER---------- 

HMlfilllbMIAK _ . ---- 

Dawn _ 
AM _ 
Noon _ 
PM _ 
Dusk _ 
'Speed and Direction (e.g. NW10, S5) 

Precip. %Clouds Wind* 
Weather: 

Temp. 
Miles on Foot: -------- 
Miles by Car:--------- 
Miles by Boat: -------- 
Miles other: ---------- 

May 14, 1994 

LAUGHING GULL _ 
BONAPARTE'S GULL _ 
RING-BILLED GULL _ 
HERRING GULL _ 
GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL _ 
CASPIAN TERN---------- 
ROYAL TERN------------ 
COMMON TERN _ 
FORSTER'S TERN _ 
LEASTTERN ------------ 
BLACK SKIMMER _ 
ROCK DOVE 
MOURNING DOVE ---------- 
BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO --------- 
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO _ 
COMMON BARN OWL _ 
EASTERN SCREECH OWL------- 
GREAT HORNED OWL ---�---- 
BARRED OWL ---------- 
COMMON NIGHTHAWK -------- 
CHUCK-WILL'S-WIDOW --------- 
WHIP-POOR-WILL _ 
CHIMNEY SWIFT _ 
RUBY-THRTD. HUMMINGBIRD _ 
BELTED KINGFISHER---------- 
RED-HEADED WOODPECKER _ 
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER------- 
YEL.-BELLIED SAPSUCKER _ 
DOWNY WOODPECKER _ 
HAIRY WOODPECKER-------- 
NORTHERN FLICKER-------- 
PILEATED WOODPECKER -------- 
EASTERN WOOD PEWEE _ 
ACADIAN FLYCATCHER-------- 
LEAST FLYCATCHER --------- 
EASTERN PHOEBE _ 
GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER ------- 
EASTERN KINGBIRD _ 
HORNED LARK ----------- PURPLE MARTIN _ 

ir.K0fllil-�l29 §OM[[eJH I F I 

Hours "Owling": -------- 
Miles "Owling":--------- 

BANK SWALLOW _ 
CLIFF SWALLOW _ 
BARN SWALLOW _ 
BLUE JAY 
AMERICAN CROW _ 
FISH CROW----------- 
CROW SP----------- 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE ------ 
CAROLINA CHICKADEE-------- 
TUFTED TITMOUSE --------- 
WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH------ 
BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH------ 
BROWN CREEPER--------- 
CAROLINA WREN---------- 
HOUSE WREN----------- 
MARSH WREN _ 
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET ------- 
BLUE·GFlAY GNATCATCHER ------- 
EASTERN BLUEBIRD -------- 
VEERY ------------ 
GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH ------- 
SWAINSON'S THRUSH-------- 
HERMIT THRUSH --------- 
WOOD THRUSH ----------- AMERICAN ROBIN _ 
GRAY CATBIRD----------- 
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD _ 
BROWN THRASHER-------�-- 
AMERICAN PIPIT _ 
CEDAR WAXWING _ 
EUROPEAN STARLING--------- 

"STATE-WIDE BIRD COUNT" 

COMMONLOON _ 
PIED-BILLED GREBE _ 
HORNED GREBE·------�--- 
DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT ------ 
AMERICAN BITTERN _ 
LEAST BITTERN ---------- 
GREAT BLUE HERON---------- 
GREAT EGRET _ 
SNOWY EGRET _ 
LITTLE BLUE HERON --------- 
TRICOLORED HERON --------- 
CATTLE EGRET _ 
GREEN-BACKED HERON __ 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON ----- 
YEL.-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON ------ 
GLOSSY IBIS----------- 
MUTE SWAN ------------ CANADA GOOSE _ 
WOOD DUCK _ 
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK _ 
MALLARD _ 
BLUE-WINGED TEAL _ 
GADWALL _ 
AMERICAN WIGEON _ 
GREATER SCAUP ------------ 
LESSER SCAUP ---------- 
BUFFLEHEAD ---------- 
HOODED MERGANSER -------- 
COMMON MERGANSER-------- 
RED-BREASTED MERGANSER ------ 
RUDDY DUCK ----------- BLACK VULTURE _ 
TURKEY VULTURE ---------- 
OSPREY _ 
BALD EAGLE [ad/im/unk) I __ ! __ 
NORTHERN HARRIER _ 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK _ 
COOPER'S HAWK---------- 
RED-SHOULDERED HAWK _ 
BROAD-WINGED HAWK-------- 
RED:TAILEQ .!:!AWK 
iiiliL «a. lit& 

Hours Feeder Watching: _ 

Hours "Stationary': ------- 

MERLIN ------------- RING-NECKED PHEASANT _ 
RUFFED GROUSE _ 
WILDTURKEY ---------- 
NORTHERN BOB-WHITE ------- 
CLAPPER RAIL ---------- 
KINGflAIL -----,--------- 
VIRGINIA RAIL _ 
SORA _ 
COMMONMOORHEN _ 
AMERICAN COOT _ 
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER _ 
SEMIPALMATED PLOVER _ 
KILLDEER _ 
AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER ------ 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS ------- 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS --------- SOLITARY SANDPIPER _ 
WILLET 
SPOTTE-D�S- AN_D_P- IP_E_ R _ 

UPLAND SANDPIPER-------- 
RUDDY TURNSTONE --------- 
SANDERLING _ 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER _ 
LEAST SANDPIPER _ 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER _ 
DUNLIN _ 
SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER _ 
COMMON SNIPE----------� 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK -�------- 

Time Start: Hours on Foot: ----� 
Time Stop: Hours by Car: _ 

Hours by Boat: _ . _ 
Hours other: ----- 

tt 



CALENDAR OF PROQRAt1S AM> FI ELD TR I PS 

Program are held at Longfellow Elementary School, 5470 
Hesperus Dr • , Co 1 l.lfb i a. Meeting is cance 11 ed if schoo 1 s 
are closed for any reason. Hospitality session at 7:30 
pn. Meet ing/progran begins at 8:00 pn. Club bookstore 
opens at 7:30 pn, 

EPTEMBER-OCTOBER 
EWSLETTER MATER I AL is 

J"'Y\�T 1, 1994. ca 11 or ma i 1 
o susan Setterberg, ( 301 
98-4734, 9445 Clocktower Ln, 

ll.lfbia r-D 21046-1818. 

'May 12 
Thursday 

"Bird Feeder Studies in Howard COl..wlty" - Dr. Aelred Geis. Sane club merrbers 
may remerrber looking for banded House Finches at their feeders a couple years 
ago as part of Dr. Geis's feeder studies. Or. Geis will discuss his studies 
and provide useful information about the best seed and feeding times for your 
backyard feeding stations. (This progran was previously scheduled for 
February but was canceled due to bad weather.) 

Field Trips meet as described for each trip. carpooling is encouraged; riders share the 
cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field with stout, reasonably waterproof footgear & 
layers of clothes. Trips do not always fol low paths. NO pets. Leaders may cancel due 
to inclement weather or fewer than three participants. Questfons? call the trip leader 
or Field Trip <llair, Bomia ott (410) 461-3361. · 
May 1 
Sunday 

H.m-TKJ1AS WILDLIFE MANACE£NT AREA - Meet at 7:00 an at CrE!Ol)ler Reality 
on Little Patuxent Parkway to carpool to site. Possible owls and early 
migrants. Leaders: Dave & f1a&reen Harvey (410) 795-3117. (Note: The day was 
incorrectly listed as Saturday for this trtp tn the last newsletter.) 

May 7 
Saturday 

May 9 
Monday 

DANIELS ME.A OF PATAPSCO STATE PARK - Meet at 8:00 an at the Canel Trai 1 
parking lot. Walk along the river for warblers and other migrants. Possible 
Prothonotary Warbler. Leaders: Richard and Randy� (410) 747-0399. 

/ .>c/ 
WILDE LAKJt:)�!,at boat dock at 8:30 an. cal 1 Bonnj:e for rrore information. ......... _ .. :-·.-, -:"; . .. . 

"" ·May 14·,--,.c ,�,,,-wRIM18"..., lllt·l'PDtf adft111ilf'·�·?For aaet�1 infonna.tfon on't1ay eoont., 
Saturday see page 1 in this newsletter. 

CENTENNIAL PARK - Meet.at 8:30 am at west end lot off Centennial Lane. call 
Bonnie for rrore infonnation. 

June 11 
Saturday 

July 17 
Sunday 

fOMTAIN LAllELS AT �atl ROAD BRIDCE - Meet at 9:30 an at west end lot 
of Centennial Park (off Centennial Lane) to carpool to location. Walk to see 
Mountain Laurel and wildflowers. Leader: Bob Solan (301) 725-5037. 

EVENING WALK AT CMYNN ACRES - Meet at 7 pn on Old Coll.lfbia Road at Rans Horn 
Row to walk the paved path for Wood Thrushes, Veerys and possible Barred 
Otoils. Bring a flashlight. call Bonnie for rrore information. 

l-£Ratl & E<H;T SEAROi - Meet at 7 an at Centennial Park west end lot off 
Centennial Lane to search Coll.lfbia waters for wading birds. call Bonnie for 
more information. 

'Next Board of Directors Hseting: Thursday, May 26, 1994, 7:30 pn at Longfellow Elementary 
School . The May meeting wi 11 be a joint meeting of the inoaning and outgoing board 
rnart>ers. 

' May 25 
W_ednesday 

"'May 28 
Saturday 

FALL COUNT BEINQ PLANNED - After nuch consideration, and the volunteering 
of Mike HcCh.re to head up the project, it was decided the club would start a Fal 1 Count 
this year. Mike wi 11 be assisted in the venture by alUCk stirrat. For those of you who 
are thinking, "Oh no, fall warblers!" never fear, sane consideration is being given to a 
"warb 1 er species" category on the 1 i st. Poss i b 1 e date is the second Saturday in Septeni:>er, 
so penci 1 it in on your calendar now. Details wi 11 be provided in the Septerrber-OCtober 
newletter. r-K>S is considering starting a state-wide count in 1995. If you want to 
vo 1 unteer, get deta i 1 s, .or stake out a territory now, ca 11 Mike ( 410) 531-2780 or Chuck 
(410) 531-2417. 



1993 BLUEB I RD PROGRN1 RESULTS by Mark Wa 11 ace 
lnfonnation was received fran a record 260 monitors who monitored 1282 boxes. The results indicate record nurbers of young f 1 edged for near 1 y everything except Carol i na Wrens. 
However, after making adjustments for the increase in boxes in 1993 over 1992, one finds 
the box use by bluebirds has fallen 18%. This decrease is because of higher than nonnal 
population losses due to severe late winter weather notably the March 13th storm and the 
slow changing of the habitat in favor of other canpetitive species. Of the boxes used, 226 fl edged only one c 1 utch, 94 fl edged two c 1 utches and on 1 y 6 boxes f 1 edged three 
clutches. Interestingly, the 700 total nesting attEnl)ts for 1993 were only shy 16 of 1992's record. 
The earliest bluebird nesting activity in 1993 started around the first week of March but 
it was not unt i 1 Apr i l 11 that the ear 1 i est known eggs were laid; about 5 days 1 ater than the average start. Nesting activity continued until at least Septenber 16 when the last 
reported clutch fledged just a day shy of the record. 
Eleven of the 27 adult bluebirds reported lost were killed by cats, 5 were victims of the 
winter weather and 4 were k i 11 ed by House Sparrows. The main causes of the 199 young lost 
were House Sparrows (60), unknown (27), and snakes (25). The principal causes of the 607 
eggs lost were unknown (119), infertile or addled (103) and House Sparrows (98). 

Nurber of young fledged of other species: 
Carolina Tufted House Carolina Tree Purple* 
Chickadee Titmouse Wren Wren S.allow Hartin 

1388 59 30 184 6 22 
1989 30 12 193 3 18 45 
1990 72 25 333 11 14 105 
1991 48 18 491 45 51 149 
1992 111 19 620 23 68 142 II 

1993 . 114 53 886 8 92 238 * Other boxes .... 

Results fran the last six years for the county are shown for canparative purposes: 
Boxes Total Eggs Eggs Eggs Young Young Young 

Monitored Used Laid Lost Hatched Lost Fledged Banded 
636 1813 256 1563 178 
713 1777 262 1515 838 

1791 292 1499 776 
1601 167 1434 782 

41 

On June 4, at a G 1 ene 1 g box sane boys had found what they thought was a dead mother bluebird. To save the young birds, they rern:>ved the nest plus four young, bringing them 
hane. Hank Stanton got a ca 11 fran the mother who infonned us of the event and indicated the father had returned the nest and young to the box. When Hank arrived on the scene, 
he inmediately observed the male of the pair enter the box with a large caterpillar and leave Enl)ty-billed. Shortly thereafter, he observed'the "dead" female enter with a bug. 
A check of the young revealed they al 1 seemed healthy. All four were observed, after fledging, in a nearby oak tree. 
For the first time reported, Great Crested Flycatchers fledged young out of two bluebird 
boxes with enlarged entrances (Nagergast) and out of a martin house (Wal lace). Tufted 
Titmice, House Wrens and Tree Swallows al 1 showed real increases in the nurber of 
fledglings produced. 
Trails fledging the largest nurber of bluebirds were: Wal lace trails (387 boxes) fledged 
476, Stanton trails (194 boxes) fledged 281, Howard County Parks Trails (63 boxes) fledged 81, Bogdan trail (25 boxes) fledged 58, Robbins trai 1 (42 boxes) fledged 49, Kubitsky trai 1 
(23 boxes) fledged 38, Erwin trail (4 boxes) fledged 33, Cope trail (19 boxes) fledged 26. 



Thanks to the following individuals who cooperated in the county-wide bluebird progran: 
JalleS i Vee Abe, llilliaa I. Adas, Greg i Reaee lndersm, Julie Allthmf, DID Ashby, Bill l1leROrth, Leslie i Saa Bailer, llilli• Ballentine, Dan 
Barnes, Richard Ba-.,ardner, Brian Becker, Dorsef Bell, Paul Bel,, la,-1 Uall1 Bmier, Paul Blanchard, Robert Bogdan, LannJ Booth, llani.ia Botsai, 
lenda Brmaa, Prut i ladi.ne BreadJ, llarilJD Bri.Dtle,, lick i Ian Brabl, lllea i Estell Bram, Gisela BrOlll, Siadf Brcmi, earl Brudin, Ida 
Blllharovsll, SUSlll R. Buswell, laWeen cahi.ll, John Uilina ca.rm, Ci.Ddr Cmi.chael, RaJDd, Judf C&rper, lancy, like cattme, John i Eileen 
Clegg, Paa i Dale Cockran, Jack i AllD Cole, lithf Colstm, Florence CCllrQJ, lepa Cope, Craig i Colette Craadall, Doag Creswell, Ralph CUllism, lthfl 
Demino, SUSlll Dodd, Leonard Dolhert, littr Earp, iesler i Susan Earp, Jahn , Dorothr Easter, John , Debbie lrli.n, t.o. Ems, Gina Palin, iendJ Feaga, 
iaJDe i Joanie Fenwick, Rossrr Fisher, Berb P01, John , Iii.If Frasier, Richard , JOllllle Preis, SCIIDf i Shirl er Freeland, Salldra French, Glemi Pulm, 
Sarah Funkhouser, laren Fuselier, Slefe Galata, Barbara i Len G'anbi.n, Arthur Gebhart, Ralph i Jane Geuder, IYelJD B. Gilbert, Corf Glennon, Prank 
Gmes, John, Corrine Gor10, Lee i carol Grlllt, Judf Babill, larf Ball, Bab Barris, lancy i GuJllmills, Jms Beller, Lawrence i llarflin Bill, Bill 
& Gayle Hill, Patricia i ta i John Birt, Bab i llar91e Hium, Paul Hague, carroll Holt, Linore Holt, Eugene i laClli. Hostetler, Phil Haver, Bomd 
County Dept. of Rec. & Parts, Dorothea HORl'd, Irle Hollard, llbert lager, IORl'd L, lager, Jalm Iglehart, Cliftm I. Jac:kscm, Jr., Patricia Jactsm, 
Harry Jones, Helen Jordan, Chris i Tia leeseJ, Tia Keller, Bugh i SiDdJ leadell, lichael lerlin, Elaine liel•, Da,elirbaad, Janette lnill, ia11e 
�amer, Gary i TallJ lraEr, Raf Ira, Dan lubitskJ, Paala Lani.ado, Tea Lausch, Bmrly i LmJ Lesko, larie Lahr, largaret Lord, lichael i Jennifer 
Lucas, Mile i Bonnie Luepkes, Sara Lustbader, JaAlm i Jack Lutes, Bar[J lfaddol, Lorraine lalinaall, lark llarden, J1arJ i Joseph llarilleJ, Harsha 
Marshall, Judy llcBride, John llcCl ure, Gruina i llile lc:Cl ure, Linda i Jms llcGebee, Debbie llcGra, larkie llclenaa, JOIIID liles, Chari es Hill er, Cindy 
Killer, .lfarielliller, Chuck IIClltagae, Rlmllld lmro, Jolal llurphy, John llaskllYIC, Diane lagergast, Lou i Fredleighoff, Bab lelson, Bill i Margaret 
Kelson, Bea lelfii.rk, loJ & Babllie Iman, Jil lichols, tmer i Jaaet lichols, Sharlet licade111S, Barbra i Fred luss, Im i Jaaet oats, John Olaw, 
Ti.a Otlilll, Bonnie Ott, Lou Pallieri, Dcmald Parlette, ialt Pattersm, Robert i lancJ Pearre, leJDQld i lancJ Penn, Id Peters, Karl Peters, Jan 
Petrides, Sheri Petro, Kil i Richard Patelber, Daniel Pawell, Id i laDcJ Pap, lleria i Dm Reed, Rmdi.e Reeser, Prank Reilly, Chris Reisinger, 
Margaret Rennels, James lesau, Roberti DorothJ i lichelle lichute, losaad. lidgele,, Eleanor .Robbins, Hilde lodgers, llarJ Raiser, Rick , Burnadette 
Rolfe, Michele & Horton Rubin, 1111 R119er, Jil lussel, largaret i Jahn selmdt, Fred Schiraoer, lli1abeth Scott, Leroy Sealing, llargaret Sears, Phil 
serafiaas, Mary Shea, RaJ1111Dd & Elizabeth Shenk, llary Siasen, llilliaa Sines, Skip Skiptcm, Bard i Edna saith, C&rol11 Sli.th, leith Smith, Charene 
Snyder, Hank Stantcm, Chuck Ste,ens, Chuck Stirrat, Lynn Strandquist, U Str•l, Shane Stroup, Ralph Stap, SUSlll Sullinn, llilliaa i lelda Theis, 
Andre & Vera Thcmann, Jan & Dot Titheringtcm, lose i Sll.mne Tcmisend, 'frallscClltinental Gas Pipeline Corp (Bab Parts), bl TraJhaa, lolllilll i Helen 
Tyson, Ron Upchurch, .Naarten i Pal Vaa Beert, llark iallace, lea ialtm, lalldy i largaret ialtm, Kathy , Tea iardrop, IIJ[m i Paa lleiner, Feli1 
Westwood, Al ihite, iild Bird Center, Lisa i Colin lillett, Jil i Gladp iilsm, DCllDa linterling, llarJ Jane llright, lichele iright, P.H. Wright, 
Youianda, Roger i carol IOUDg, Peter Zerhusen and PemlJ Zming. Also, thanks to Dem i Judy Praia, Chuck i Denise Sbarpe, and Ilaria Thorton for use 
ot tr.�ir phcnes. 

The Bluebird in the Parks program, which the Bird Club co-sponsors w.,ith the Howard County 
Department of Recreation .and Parks, produced 81 bluebirds f ran le,/ of the 63 boxes in 16 
park locations. Park data is included in the tables above. Th$ following individuals 

1'ft0tlit:or�irt•tftl!! ptt��9!98�w Ja-ldmri•i•�-"1Klllllatr . ...-. klll-P•ite, ClijfO(d-G.r�, JfarJ Ellen 
& �isten Hui, Ki.ekebusch-Steiniu Fail 1, like leferhoff, Sandy le,erhaff, SUe lluller, Phil lotlilll, Kirsten I. sue, sally Sli.th, Dem Tharpe, lltllii.e 
Waters, Charles iilliaas Palli.lJ, Michele iright. 

If you would like to help roonitor boxes, establish a trail in the county, or report the 
location of a nest box, contact me, Mark Wallace, at (301) 725-6370. Leave a message and 
I will get back to you. 

1993-1994 Sustaining Members & Donations 
We wish to thank al 1 those whose donations and sustaining memberships 
enabled the club to further worthwhile projects such as rainforest 
preservation, subscription donations to our libraries, preservation of 
bird specimens for education, etc. They include donations fran Maud 
Banks, Lois c. carletc:m, Martha Chestem, Eileen & John Clegg, Phil I Barbara 
Davis, Jane Farrell, Alice Fazeku, Dave I lllureen llll'Yey, llncy lllgnusson, Ellen Ratner (for tuiderwf), SUsln 
Setterberg, Tom Strikwerda, Bob I Jo Sal•, and Erika Ii Ison I Clllldia lilds (hanararim to fl> Chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy). SustainingHnbers include: !largo Garner, Patricia.Jackson, Narjorieltluntjayllld Elise Seay. Seed sale 
donatiOr.s fer rainforest were contributed by: Jill Barger, Qlnnie Boc:kstie, llonika I Rad llotsai, Jlne Farrell, Tina 
Glorioso, Pat Hirt, Lorraine Harn, Pat Jackson, Joyce Kelly, David I Julie Kubitsky, lllrgaret Lard, Dan I Frances 
Nahrgan9, Bea Nlllkirk, Karan Repsher, Ra1111111d Ridgeley, Cornet ia Skipton, Rcmyne Slith, Chuck stirrat, Tm Strikwerda, 
Bob & Jo Sal•, Eva SUnell, Helen TIICllpson, Ralph Vanderlipp, Nichele lright, and Helen Zeichner. 

MORE THANK YOUS - As I finish my second year as editor of the newsletter, I 
continue to have fun pulling all the infonnation together and challenging my carputer 
skills. But none of it would be possible for me without the help of a great many people. 
A big thanks to all the contributors who provide the substance for this publication. And 
thanks to Bob & Jo Solem and Marty Chestan who make up the mai 1 ing tec111, labeling and 
sorting and delivering to the post office. Thanks to Dave Kirkwood who never minds my 
rather late night deliveries of the finished product for printing by his carpany, Croatoan 
Publishing. And, thanks to Kim Q-oss who found a way to convert the logo to a carputer 
graphic for me. - SUsan H. Setterberg 



BREED I NG BI RD CENSUS ASS I STANCE SOUGHT - Jerry Einern is seeking 
volunteers who would like to work with him on the Breeding Bird Census. The census is 
performed fran Apri 1 through July in an area of the Middle Patuxent. For details, see the 
article by Jerry in the Jan-Feb 1994 newsletter. If you are interested in assisting, call 
Jerry at (410) 730-0877. 

COVER NEEDED FOR PARK LI ST - The check 1 i st of the birds of Rockburn Park 
is nearing canpletion. We need a cover drawing of a bird representative of the park. It 
should be in black ink on white paper. Mail your entry to Jane Farrell, 6324 Sandchain 
Road, Colurt>ia, r,o 21045. 

DONATED HONORARIUM - Our March progrsn speaker, Scott Smith, generously donated 
his speaking honorarium to the Maryland Non-gane and Endangered Species Fund. 

YOUR TEN FAVOR I TE B I RDS - There is st; 11 time to subni t your 1 ; st of ten 
favorite North American species of birds you would want with you if you were stranded on 
a deserted is 1 and. Send the 1 i st to Dave Harvey at 302 Chelsea ct. , Sykesv i 11 e, l'1:> 217 84 . 
Look for the results in a newsletter in the fall. 

POTLua<. FUN - As always, the Potluck dinner was great fun with good food and great 
slides shared by all. A big thank you goes to Monika Botsai and Q--azina McClure, who were 
assisted by Rod Botsai and Mike McClure, for al 1 the efforts they expend to make sure the 
night is a success. 
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