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President's Welcome. • • • • Joarne K. Solem 

Welcane to the Howard County Bird Club's (HCBC) twenty-first year! As one of the most 
active chapters of the Maryland Ornithological Society, we offer nunerous opportunities 
to learn about and enjoy birds whether it is in your own backyard or far afield. 

If you are new to this fascinating hobby, there are ways the HCBC can he 1 p you. 
Participating in field trips is an excellent way to see many species, visit a variety of 
habitats, and obtain nunerous helpful tips. Meni>ers may borrow audio and video tapes and 
printed matter to speed the learning process. Spending a day with experienced birders 
during one of the annual counts may prove physically tidng; but it may also be one of the 
most exh i 1 arat ing and mernorab 1 e experiences you've ever had. The evening ta 11 y is ha 1 f 
of the fun. Here you 1 earn what other peop 1 e have seen and how the birds you counted 
contribute to the larger picture--for that larger picture is one of the things that birding 
is a 11 about. 

Birds are only one facet of any ecosystem. If you becane hooked on birds, you will find 
it hard to ignore the trees, wildflowers, butterflies, ll&TTilals, and other aspects of the 

.natural world. Rarely can species be "saved" one by one. Entire breeding and wintering 
ecosystems in all their marvelous ca11>lexity nust be preserved to ensure the health and 
survival of most life forms. Taking the initial step of getting to know the birds that 
live around you opens windows to involvement, understanding, and ultimately it is hoped, 
preservation. .• . . .�··�,.°��;.,.:.::.�;;.:.:.; ..,-c;,c.�c�=�·�··.·�- · --- - - -.--.;;!::"'l',�:;;.:�.c;�:...,;.:.,;. . ...,..,:.-·.c 

Birding is fun whatever your level of experience. We invite you to join us this year. 
You may never see the world around you in quite the sane light again. 

��-<-;<. .:;;:;;-;._ 

BLADEN MOUNTAINS NATURE RESERVE RECEIVES a.UB DONATION 
Proceeds fran last year's seed sales were donated to the Bladen Mountains Nature Reserve 
in Belize. Bladen, located in the southern part of the country and covering about 135 
square miles, is probably the most highly diverse area in Belize. Features of Bladen 
include richly-forested mountains, hills, and floodplains; rock outcrops, cliffs, and 
caves; waterways of pools, rapids and falls; a variety of lofty trees., palms, massive 
lianas, giant herbs, flowers, and fruits. The World Conservation Union will be working 
with the Belize Audubon Society, the group officially charged with management of the area 
by the governnent, to identify the best use of the funds. 

In 1985, and more thoroughly in March, 1987, a biological survey of the area was made by . 
scientists f ran the Mananet Bi rd Observatory and the Missouri Botan i ca 1 Gardens. They 
recorded 194 bird species during the two short surveys. Included in the counts were 30 
migrant species that breed in North America. Of these, 12 were American Wood Warblers, 
Dendroicidae. Also seen were mountain lion, �eat and Slaty-breasted Tinanous, CUrassows, 
Crested Guan, and herds of white-lipped peccaries. Large nurbers of Guan and CUrassows, 
known as "pot" birds, are a good indicator of a relatively untouched area in Central 
.Arner i ca today. Uni nvest i gated Mayan ruins were 1 ocated in this current 1 y uninhabited area. 
In the report it was recxmnended that Bladen, as a nature preserve, be one CCJll)onent of 
a wider conservation region, including the already established Cockscarb Jaguar Preserve. 
The larger area would then be able to maintain populations of top carnivores, sane large 
herbivores and certain wide ranging specfes over the long tenn and protect against 
deterioration of Bladen. 



fran PhH Nonnan, �en Space Coordinator - HCRP 

On Saturday, October 16, 1993, the Howard County Department of 
Recreation and Parks, and the Dorsey's Search camun i ty 
Association will co-sponsor their first "Walk for the Wetlands." 
The purpose of the wal_k is to raise funds for the production of 
signs which wi 11 interpret the natura 1 hi story and env i rormenta 1 
value of the wetlands, floodplains and forest traversed by the 
Gttynn Acres and P 1 un Tree Pathways. These paved pathways, we 11 
known to many M:>S merrbers, are heav i l y used by area residents who 

may not be aware of the ecological significance of the surrounding area. See the 
March/April and May/June newsletters for descriptions of these birding hotspots. 

If you would like to participate in this event, registration/pledge forms are available 
fran the camunity Association off ices at Linden Ha 11, located at the Dorsey's Search 
Village Center, phone (410) 730-4005. You may also contact the Land Management Division, 
Department of Recreation and Parks at (410) 313-7256. Walks of one, five and ten miles 
have been planned to accanmdate a variety of abilities and time schedules. 

Slll1ARY OF TIE 1993 HOWARD OOUNTY HAY OOUNT 
by Pau 1 A. Zucker 

The 1993 Howard County May Count was conducted f ran 5: 00 an unt i 1 9: 00 i:rn on May 8. This 
year was the sixth year that the count was held on the second Saturday in May, and May 8 
is the ear 1 i est that the second Saturday can occur. There were a tota 1 of 50 participants 
in 21 field parties. The totals for party miles and hours are shown on the acCOll)anying 
tally sheet. As in previous years, this count had a very good turnout and reasonably good 
coverage of the county. A total of 137 species were identified (an average nurber for this 
QOUnt)c,.., 8'ld 13,J2J iRdividual birds wer� taUiedr MGst-of-the-day-was-clear-and sumy-with 
sane overcast late. The tetll)eratures ranged fran a low near 50 to a high near 80. 

The unusual sightings were the Snowy Egret (Setterberg party) 
which was new for the count, American Black Duck (Van Nostrand), 
Canvasback (Wallace), Semipalmated Sandpiper (Wallace), Willow 
Flycatcher (Solem), Water Pipit (Atkinson), and Lincoln's 
Sparrow ( ott, Atkinson) . A 1 so of interest were two adult Ba 1 d 
Eagles seen fran the Montganery side by Gerald Elgert. High 
counts ( over the last fifteen years) were ta 11 i ed for the 
following species: Double-Crested c.onoorant, Red-tailed Hawk, 
Great Horned <Ml, Cliff SWal low, House Wren (for the second year 
in a row), Savannah Sparrow, and House Finch. Low counts over 

fifteen years were for: Northern Bobwhite, Spotted Sandpiper, and House Sparrow. CO'll)ared 
to the past ten years, however, the following additional species were low: Rock Dove, Barn 
SWa 11 ow, Eastern B 1 ueb i rd, . American Robin, Northern Mockingbird, Ye 11 ow-throated Vireo, 
Louisiana Water Thrush, Song Sparrow, and cannon Grackle. A few species which are 
generally found were missed: Nashville Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow-throated 
Warbler, and Cerulean Warbler (Chan, we missed you!). 

The participation of the following people is greatly appreciated: 
Burton Alexander, Scott Atkinson, Giff Beaton, Bi 11 B lun, Connie 
Bockstie, Joy Byrnes, Marty Chestem, Randy and Richard Crook, Ward 
Ebert, Gera 1 d Elgert, Peggy Erbe, Jane F arre 11 , Char 1i e Fu 11 er, Jane 
and Ralph Geuder, Richaf"d Giannola, Shiras Guion, Dave and Maureen 
Harvey, Kathy Jones, Kevin Heffernan, Jane Heim, Anu and Marcia 
Kr i shnS'TlOOrthy, Marge Kupiec, Dennis Luck , Bob and Brigitte Lund, 
Grazina and Mike McClure, Carol Newnan, Peter Osenton, Bonnie ott, 
Suzanne Probst, Karan Repsher, Nan Rhinelander, Woodrow Rhoades, Steve 
Schrader, Susan Setterberg, Michael Smith, Jo Solem, Chuck Stirrat, Robin Todd, Greg Van 
Nostrand, Mark Wallace, Michele Wright, Helen Zeichner, Sherry and Paul Zucker (COOl>iler). 
Thanks also go to the Randles for hosting the tally rally. 



NORTHERN CARDIIIA :-,,L::-----�� 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAIC._�__.,,.:!!Jr. 
BLUE GROSBEAK 
111>160 BUNTIN"'" G-------.--,rL=- 
RUFWS-SIDED TOWHEE ......_.�- 
CHIPPING SPARRCll 

2_?+- . 
_ 

FIELD SPARRCII _2 
VESPER SPARROll=------���- 
SAVAIIIIAH SPARRCII q. GRASSHOPPER SPAR"" RCll""""'" _.J--i_r.--- 
SHARP·TAILED SPARRCII . _ 
SEASIDE SPARRCM-"----�'7---- 

=.. ��:,-:-_-_-----=--=--=--=--=--=--=-�/i:t . �== WHITE-THROATED SPARRCll .,._e., _ 
WHITE·CROMIIED SPARROll ----'L-4--- 
DARl·EYED JlllCO ���- 

BOBOLIIIIC 8"0 RED·IIIIIGED---B-LA_CICB_I_RD----=�..-"'LQ :;,� 
EASTERN NEADOILARIC . �_,..t.__ 
RUSTY BLACICBIRD 
�T-TAILED GRA __ CIC __ L_E _ 
�H=:L� --.-RD---�5 ""/li- 

ORCHARD ORIOLE __ � 
BAL TJllllRE ORIOl_E,,_.-------- 
PURPLE FIIICH .,.....,,�- 
IIWSE FIIICH I AMERICAN GOl _.,..,LD,-F-- l- NC--H----�'::oi-- 

=o���� ----1,,l)-:-_-_::-_:..__..,,:: ... J� 

IIIITE·EYB> VIREO //;\ 
SOLITARY VIREO -----...r.J..,..._ 
YELLOW-TIIROlTED VIREO . l�D� 
IMRILIIG VIIEO I RED,-EYED VIREO'------�,-,lf:!l!&,- 
ILIJE·UIIIGED IMRBLER.=-------'---'- 
GOI.DEl·WIIIGED IMRBLER'-----..-- 
TEIIIIESSEE IMRBLEI & 
IIASHVILLE IMRBLER------.-.- 
.. TIIEIII PARULA ..,....,.__ 
YELLOW IMRBLEI 
CIIESTIUT·SIDED""'WARB ="'..,,.LE,...,,.,,R----,...-..- 
IIIAGIIJl.lA WARBLER 
CAPE MY WARBLER-----...L.IJ!!'-- 
BU:.-THRTD. BLUE WARBLER 
NYRTLE WARBLER -...,,.........,.__ 
BLI.-THRTD. GREEII WARBLER 
BLACICBURNIAII WARBLER .....,.__ 
YELLCll·THROATED WARBLER 
PIIIE WARBLER ----,g_...-- 
PRAIRIE IIARBLER ...,,;'}""'6 :;._ 
PAUi WARBLER·-------�- 
BAY-BREASTED WARBLER. ....., _ 
BLACICPOLL WARBLER. 7._ _ 
CERULEAN WARBLER. ___.,� 
ll.ACIC & WHITE WARBLER -!'!::':-- AMERICAII REDSTART ""-'I......_ PROTIIONOTARY WARBLER __, __ 
WRN·EATING WARBLER·---�-- 
OVENBIRD -L...Lf!!.- 
NORTHERN IIATERTHRUSH 
UlJISIANA WATERTHRUS- H---�,-- 
KEIITUCICY WARBLER 
CON:11 YELLOIITHR.""'OA�T=-------.J�- 
IIOCJ>ED WARBLER 
WILSON'S WARBL= ER=------.-.;;f-- 
CAIIADA WARBLER 
YELLCll·BREASTED __ C_HA_T _ 

Sl.JIIER TANAGER 
!eML"t'r lltiCKQ:k 

TOTAL: 137 SPECIES 13,323 INDIVIDUALS Hours "Owling•:� 
Niles "Owling•: _ 

Gu. 11, sp ____.3-.... 
UUGIII IIG GIJLL 
IOIIAPARTE1S GIJL�L-------- 
IIIIG·llLLED GIJLL /_..b __ 
NERI I IIG GIJLL · 
GREAT ILACIC-"'"u--c""m=- , ""GUl..,.,,.,.L _ 
CASPIAN TEii _ IOYAL TEii. _ 
aJIIIII TEii 
FOISTER1S TE�lll==--------- 
LEAST TEii ILACICSICIIIEl ==,---------- 

::..�-DOVE---------i-,-i- 
ILACIC·BILLED ClJCKOO . -i._ 
YELLOW-BILLED ClJCKOO..._ '-- 
a:JIIIII BARii Diil 
EASTERN SCREECH_CM.. ?--...- GREAT HORNED CM.. L 
BARRED CIA. -------- 
a:JIIIII IIIGHTIIMIC 
CIIJCIC·WILL 1S·WIDOll--,-------- 
WHIP.·P0m·WILL --,,........=-- 
CHIIIIEY SWIFT If.� 11.aY·THRTD. IUll ,----,,1-- IIGB,,_,,l..,,.RD,---___, ... _�_- 
IELTED IIIIGFISHER 
RED-HEADED WOa>PE:""'CKE=R---......1,......,__ 
RED-BELLIED IIXl>PECICER /5,2. 
YEL. ·BELLIED SAPSUCICER·---.=ao=- 
DOIIY WOa>PECICER 
HAIRY IIXl>PECKER·-------- 
IIORTHERII FLICKER 
PILEATED WIDPECKE=R,-----....._.,_..._ 
EASTERN IIXI> �----�-- ACADIAII FLYCATCHER ......... __ 
LEAST FLYCATCHER. __,,, __ 
EASTERN PlllEIE 
GREAT CRESTED .... FL_Y_CA_T_C- HE_R __ -,!-...___ 
EASTERN IIIIGBIRD 
IQNED LARI -------- 

.. ,b: , ]i!i·-· MMJJJ fi"ch - Ii - 1 l!l!- 
TREE SIW.L<li 3h 
11. R<lJGH·IIIII-GED=---SWA-L"""u=- 11---.3"":5"--- 
BAIII SWALLCII l 
CLIFF SWALLCll,..,...------'7,,.,i�.--- 
BARII SWALLOW B_?>�c:,T'--- BLUE JAY __.)'._t'-g:.....__ 
ANERICAII CROll ___;:4._tfC!-'l'(')'-- � �- ,�t BLA�"""'c�H"" 1"='oo"'"AD= EE=-----''-'-,:;._- 
CAROLIIIA CHICICADEE _..&1<'-'::S:;;..,.._ 
TUFTED TITNClJSE a,.....,..��- 
WHITE·BREASTED llJTHATCH. ._,g_ ,,__ 
BR<MI-HEADED llJTHATCH _ 
BR<MI CREEPER ,......,.,....._ 
CAROLIIIAIIREll �/���?!-- 
IIOOSE IIREII I (QQ 
MARSH IIREII 

.._.,___ 

RUBY·CROMIIED IIIIGLET 
BLUE-GRAY .GIIATCATCHE"" R---�!--- 
EASTERII BLUEBIRD 
VEERY -------- 
GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 
SWAIIISOll'S THRUSH ----.....,..,..--- 
HERNIT THRUSH 
WOa> THRUSH -------,�--- 
ANERICAII IOBIII 
GRAY CATBIRD ------,.....-- 
IIORTHERII NOCICINGBIRD ...,__r..;,;;;;._. 
BROii THRASHER. __,,..,..__ 
WATER PIPIT=---------J:� 
CEDAR WAXWIIIG 
EllROPEAII STAR':-ll�ll:::G,----���- 
IAtlt1ll.u �l1.ft4.i"c,hu-: _ 

Niles on Foot: f 'la.. 
Niles by Car: ,2,0S 
Niles by Boat: 
Niles other: --- 

Hours •stationary": _ 

MAY 8, 1993 
CON:11 LOOl-===,,------��- PIED·IILLED GREIE._ _ 
IIIUIED GREIE:=-...,,,,,,==-=---.......,- DCUII.E·CRESTED alRIIORAIIT ,47 
ANERICAII IITTERI. _ 
LEAST IITTERl,,..,...,.,....-----.,...,,....- 
GREAT IUE IIERCll. .......,_/,..i'-'- 
GREAT EGRET_--------=-- 
SNOIIY EGRET 
LITTLE IUE--IIEIKll ==------ 
TRlall.CltED IIERCII _ 
CATTLE EGRET ...- 
GREEII-IACXED IIERCll_........__ ....... s,1 ... h,__ 
ll.ACIC·CIKIIIED IIIGHT HERQII _ 
YEL.-CRCUIED IIIGHT HERQII _ 
GLOSSY IIIS _ 
tlJTE SWAll.--=------�,l- CAIIADA GOOSE. .......,.ol,._3� i0'!:- 
'°1> DUCJC =� AMERICAN ·,,,. BLA,..,,..,CIC-DUCIC �----_""_� 
ML LARD ol.S 
BllJE·WI-IIGED =-TEAL =----�--- 
GADWALL 
ANERICAN---,,W""l .... GE ... Oll,--------- 
GREATER SCAUP 
LESSER SCAUP -------- 

BUFFLEHEAD==------- IIOa>ED NERGAIISER _ 
CON:11 MERGANSER 
RED-BREASTED NER.'"'."'GAll.,......,,SE'"'."'Rc--------- 
Rll>OY DUCJC 
BLACIC WL Tlll:=E:-----------,-:-- 
1\ltlCEY WLTlllE ....._..,__ 
OSPREY .,..."""' __ ...,... ......r;D-- 
BALD EAGLE illlril -ll!:1:-. 
IIORTHERII IER 
SHARP-SHINNED IIMIC-----CX:e-- 
COCFER Is HAWK 
RED·SIKlJLDERED�HA=-WIC-----�3.--:S,...- 

�-WIIIGElt -�---�"!l!' �, ·lk" -�-- - IED·TAILED NAllf'"'"'-'·-· � 
AMERICAN KESTRE._ L __. __ 

IERLIN ........ =----------------....- RIIIG·IIECICED PHEASAIIT b=-- 
RUFFED GRWSE _ 
Wl LD TllllCEY 
NORTHERN 808 .... _...,.WH=IT--E-----:--- 
CLAPPER RAIL _ 
KIIIG RAIL 
VIRGINIA -,,,,RA __ I __ L _ 

SORA 
CON:11 ---���0--0R--H�E-- N------- 
AMER I CAii COOT 
BLACIC-BELLIED-P"""L-c:OVE�R----- 
SENIPALNATED PLOVER·---�- 
ICILLDEER. ..... �� .. ....,:,....._ 
AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER . _ 
GREATER YELLCM..EGS _ 
LESSER YELLCM..EGS -=:-- 
SOllT ARY SANDPI PER. _,dl..,..,.,2.=--- 
111 LLET 
SPOTTED---,SA --_-ll) __ P_l __ PE __ R ---, /0-r-- 
UPLAII> SAll>PIPER 
Rll>OY TlllNSTOIIE ------- 
SANDERLING _,,.._ 
SENIPALNATED SANDPIPER gl __ 
LEAST SAll>PIPER _ 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER _ 
DUILIII 
SIQT-"" B-- 1 L...,.L""ED=-""1><11-1--T"'c"' HE __ R _ 
CON:11 SIIIPE _.._ 
AMERICAN WOa>coac: 
a*""V�SbA,� ----- ·(%) .-...� 
Time Start: __ Nouns on Foot:� 
Time Stop: __ Hours by car:........M� 

Hours by Boat: __ 
Hours other: _ 

Hours Feeder WatcMng:____k 



GREAT HORNED OWL REJ EASED IN HOWARD OOUNTY BY DNR 
To thank our club for a donation last spring to the Scales and Tails 
environnental education and bird rehabilitation progran of the Department 
of Natura 1 Resources, DNR hosted a photo shoot and raptor re 1 ease which was 
free to club ment>ers. Available and posing nicely were a <reat Horned Owl, 
Barred Ow 1 , Screech Ow 1 , Red-ta i 1 ed Hawk, Red-shou 1 dered Hawk and Turkey 
Vulture. All birds are part of the rehabilitation progran and it is hoped 
they wi 11 be returning to the wild. At 8:00 pm on July 11th, a 
rehab i 1 itated <reat Horned Ow 1 was re 1 eased in the Ho 1 lof ie 1 d Area of 

Patapsco Va 11 ey State Park to the de 1 i ght of c 1 ub observers. The bi rd wasted no time and 
made for an evergreen tree about 30 yards fran its release box. It wasn't clear who was 
observing whan roost carefully at that mcment, the bird or the birders. After a few 
minutes, the owl flew a bit further into the trees leaving a 11 observers smi 1 ing and 
wishing it wel 1. For further infonnation on the Scales and Tales progrsns, you can cal 1 
(410) 922-8825. 

MT. PLEASANT FARtt BEQUEATtED TO DNR 
AM> HOWARD OOUNTY CONSERVANCY 

On June 6, 1993, friends and fanily of Ruth and Frances Brown; nunerous state and local 
off i c i a 1 s; and representatives fran Department of Natura 1 Resources, Mary 1 and Env i ronnenta 1 
Trust, Howard County and the Howard County· Conservancy met at Mt. Pleasant farm to 
celebrate the begiming of a new era for the property. Through the generosity of the Brown 
sisters, their 232 acre farm on Old Frederick Road near Woodstock wi 11 be permanently 
preserved by the Howard County Conservancy and the l"'D Dept of Natural Resources. The 
Conservancy received, through the bequest, 127 acres including the historic house and 
outbuildings which wi 11 becane their headquarters. They wi 11 also manage the 105 acre DNR 
grant, which is adjacent to the Patapsco Valley State Park. The CXXll)lex agreement for 
future preservation of the farm involved six agencies and representatives for the two 
sisters',._ estates. . . - --- ·· 

The farm had been in the Brown fani ly since 1692, when Thanas Brown, constructed a one roan 
log cabin, believed to be the dining roan of the existing house in the middle of the 
current property. As Patuxent Ranger, he was to survey the 1 ands at the headwaters of the 
Patuxent and its tributaries. One of the two Patapsco tributaries originates on the farm 
property. Subsequent fanily ment>ers added to the property. In speaking of Ruth Brown, 
one of the Davis fani ly said it was her wish that since the fanily had gotten the land fran 
the country, they shou 1 d give the 1 and back to the country. The Conservancy and DNR are 
developing a master plan for the preservation of the property which will include sane 
continued farming. 

bl '''ll 
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Prograns are held at Longfellow Elementary School, 
5470 Hesperus Dr., Colurbia, on the second Thursday 
of the month. Meeting is cance 11 ed if schoo 1 s are 
closed for any reason. Hospita 1 ity session starts 
at 7:30 pm. Meeting/progran begins at 8:00 pm. 
Club bookstore opens at 7:30 pm. 

'-5sptenber 9, Endangered Species Act - SUsan Jones 
fran the National Wildlife Federation wi 11 discuss 
the hi story and contributions of the Act. The Act, 
because of a six month extension last spring, is up 
for renewal in the fall. 

Oct 14, The Art and History of Falconry - Michael 
Dupuy, a local falconer, will bring his Red-tailed 
Hawk and ta 1 k about the art and hi story of fa 1 conry 
and the biology and behavior of birds of prey. 



Field Trips meet as described for each trip. carpooling is encouraged; riders share the 
cost of gas and tolls. Dress for the field with stout, reasonably waterproof footgear & 
layers of clothes. Trips do not always fol low paths. NO pets. Leaders may cancel due 
to inclement weather or fewer than three participants. Questions? call the trip leader 
or Field Trip Chair, Bonnie ott (410) 461-3361. 

Sept 11 
Saturday 

Sept 14 
Tuesday 

Sept 19 
SUnday 

Sept 29 
Wed 

Butterfly Walk at Centemial Park - Meet at west end lot at 10:30 sn for a two 
hour butterfly walk. Co-sponsored with Howard County Rec & Parks (HCRP). 
Skippers, sulphurs, swallowtails, Monarchs and rrore. Leader: Richard Snith, 
(410) 997-7439. Will cancel if raining; call leader if overcast. 

Qrervl Aa-es - Meet at 8:30 sn, Old Columia Rd across fran Rsns Horn Row. 
Join other birders for a stroll on paved path to look for early fall migrants. 
call Bonnie ott for info, (410) 461-3361. 

Daniels Area (Patapsco state Park) - Meet at 8:00 sn, at first lot at 
begiming of camel Trai 1 for a walk along the river and rrore. Fall migrants, 
possible hawks and herons. Leaders: Rid\ard and Randy O'-ook, (410) 747-0399. 

Turf Valley Overlook - Meet 8:30 sn at signboard off Pebble Beach Drive. 
Fields, woodland and stresns offer a variety of species and a good view of the 
sky for flyovers. call Bonnie for info. 

Oct 3 Birds & Butterflies with Binorulars at Centennial Park - Meet at 8:00 sn, at 
SUnday west end lot. Ridlard Snith & Bonnie ott wi 11 lead the trip to view 

everything with wings. Wi 11 have copy of new Butterflies with Binoculars 
guide to start this new method of identification. Monarchs are migrating, 
also sulphurs, skippers and possibly a painted lady. Fall warblers are on the 
m::>ve! call Bonnie, (410) 461-3361, or Richard, (410) 997-7439, for info. 

�-�----�,_,:s:---7-,,:::-�,��;,�,; •-I:_.,,:._---�--;:;.,...., . ..,._,:��.-'"'.:0_-�._.;,;.� -';j-·J#Si":741�/1!>_'9',f{:;°�::g --n;t�,,;-::C_---' . - ,..-c--r-------��-- -----�.....,-- 

Oct 7 Lake Elkhorn - Meet at 8:30 sn in parking lot off Broken Land Parkway. Walk 
Thursday on paved path around lake for waterbirds and warblers. cal 1 Bonnie for info. 

Oct 9 
Saturday 

<, Oct 16 
Saturday 

Oct 16 
Saturday 
Oct 17 
St.wlday 

Oct 17 
Sunday 

Oct 22 
Friday 

Oct 23 Saturday 

Nov 1 
Monday 

Rockburn Branch - Meet 8:00 sn, at park office off Landing Road. <reat 
habitat for sparrows, warblers, sapsuckers, creepers, thrushes and kinglets. 
Open sky areas for hawks. Leader: .Jim Wilkenson, (410) 381-9250. 

Hawk Watch at Rock.burn Park - Meet at 1 O: 00 sn, on hi 11 next to tot lot, 
Montganery Road entrance. Bring chair and lunch if desired and sit to watch 
hawks fly. Years past have also produced corrrorants, Purple Finches and White 
-crowned Sparrows. Leader: Ralph Geuder (call Bonnie for info). 

Wa 1 k for the Wet 1 ands - at Gwem Acres and P 1 l.lTI Tree in Dorsey's Search. See 
details elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Sparrow Search - Meet at 8:00 sn, at Centemial Park west end lot to carpool 
to nearby location. Hoping for Savamah, SwSll>, Vesper, and <rasshopper 
Sparrows. Also Water Pipits-cmd O;Jmor, Snipe. Wem boots. Leaae,.,.; OeY;d 
Holmes, (ca 11 Bonnie for info). 

Habitat Walk at Rock.burn Park - Meet at park office at 1 :00 pn for one hour 
walk. Co-sponsored with HCRP. Leader: Bob Solan (301) 725-5037. 

Rock.burn Park - Meet 8:30 sn, at park office. Will walk on wood chip trails 
for warblers and sparrows. call Bonnie for info. 

Wilde Lake Beginners Bird Walk - Meet at 8:00 sn, at boat dock. Walk along the 
lake on paved path. Ducks, grebes, and woodland birds. Leader wi 11 have 
scope. Leader: Helen Zeidvler (410) 730-3695. 

Centemial Park - Meet at 8:30, at west end lot. Walk around lake to look for 
migrating waterfowl and rrore. cal 1 Bomie for info. 



FIELD TRIP TIPS: When out birding with others consider the fol lowing birding tips. When 
carpooling, share fuel expenses and tolls with the driver. Arrive at the meeting place 
with an Sll)ly supply of gas if you are going to drive. Keep track of the car behind you 
to hold the caravan together. When in the field, avoid flushing birds by staying behind 
the trip leader. Avoid sudden or loud noises as well as unnecessary gesturing or talking. 
Many in the group locate birds by .1 istening as well as sight. Avoid early departure 
through areas yet to be explored by the group. And roost iffl)Ortant of all, if you don't 
know the bird you are looking at or hearing, ask saneone in the group to help you. It's 
a great way to learn. 

LOOAL CANADAS PART OF NATIONAL STIJDY 
by Martha <11estan 

Centennial Park is, no doubt, the roost frequently visited 
park by birders and others who enjoy the outdoors. So when 
one day 1 ast June the 30 resident canada Geese were seen 
swimning on the lake with distinctive neck collars where 
none had been before, it was noted and reported. What was 
going on? 

Bi 11 Harvey, Maryland waterfowl biologist and state project 
leader of a study of Canada Geese (part of a nat iona 1 
effort), said in a telephone interview that the Howard 
County flocks have actually been in the study for three 
years. Each year a flock is selected for leg bands and neck 
collars during the rro 1 ting season when the f 1 i ght 1 ess 
Canadas can be easily caught and handled. This was the year'for the birds on Centennial 
Lake. Sariet imes ca 11 ed "street geese, " these birds and their gos 1 i ngs are genet i ca 11 y pre 
detenni ned to stay put and wi 11 never migrate. 

In the past,, the public was asked to report sightings of marked geese. Harvey said the 
state staff was inundated with reports, too nunerous to process properly .. The state now 

. 'nas'�if-t:eern of trainea ooservers throughout the state co 1 lect ing infonnat ion and no longer 
needs reports fran the public. 

period, habitat, and plants visited, 
including--the larval host plants. The 
check 1i st can be obtained free by sending 
a self-addressed, stS'll)ed envelope to 
Richard at 5213 Eliot's Oak Road, 
Columbia, 11) 21044. 

t£W <XH11 TTEE f'Ett3ERS NNE>: This year 's 
Progrsn Ccmnitt�e is chaired by Jane 
Geuder, who , s assisted by Kathy 
Kl ini<.iewicz and Greg Van Nostrand. 

The Publicity Ccmnittee is being chaired 
by Connie Bockstie. If you have any 
progrsn or pub l foity suggest ions, they 
would be happy to hear fran you. 

ODDS AND ENDS 
BOCKSTIE WINS t«>S PIN <XK'ETITl<»f 
AGAIN!: Cenriio=Boekstie' s subrnfssfon--of 
a Saw-whet owl was selected for the pin 
design for this year's r-t>S convent ion at 
Frostberg. This was the second time 
Connie's drawing has been used; she was 
the 1990 winner for a Canada Goose 
drawing. (Next year's convention will be 
hosted by Harford County the third weekend 
in May.) 

BUTTERFLY Q£a<LIST Plet..lSH:D: ''The 
Butterflies of Howard County, Maryland. A 
Bio 1 og i ca 1 Sumnary and Check 1i st, " was 
published in May. Written by club menber 
Ridlard Smith, it details the flight 

What to do with an overpopulation of resident geese nationwide (an estimated 20,000 in 
Maryland) is the problem. Carplaints cane fran golf courses, parks and fanns. At times 
they are even a traffic hazard. A ff!M Canadas seen outside the migrating seasons can be 
desirable, but the incredible nllri:>ers have becane a nuisance and a possible health problem. 
Besides destroying sane plants, they can pol lute waters. The droppings cause algae bloans 
that reduce oxygen levels in the waters where they spend time, endangering other wildlife 
depending on the water. No ideal solution has been found. The continuing study of Canada 
Geese, their habits and impact on the environnent should provide information to a 
satisfactory answer. 



OTI£R a..ll3 DONATl<»IS: In the Spring,. the 
Board of Directors voted to donate 
subscriptions of "Birder's World" to the 
Howard County Library. One subscript ion 
each wi 11 be in the Centra 1 and Miller 
Library Branches. Check them out! 

MAY Pl<l'41C: On May 23, the club closed 
out its 20th Anniversary year with its 
first picnic which was held on the grounds 
of the Applied Physics Lab off Sanner 
Road. Club founding merrbers, including 
Nan Rhinelander, Marty Chestan and Nonn 
Healy, were in attendance. Although the 
birding was a little slow, everyone 
enjoyed the beautiful weather. This could 
becane an annual event. 

FAU..,;Jiif,l.iQ UI ii. itll ¥ lfNi.SLMiNI• .· ... , ..... ,. ... 
eye on your ma i 1 box for the seed sa 1 e 
order.form. This year's sale is a little 
earlier than usual do to crowded bookings 
at the sa 1 e site. Mark Septerrber 25th on 
your calendar for pick up of your order. 
call Eileen Clegg at (410) 730-4362 if you 
haven't received an order form by Sept 
8th. This year, you wi 11 have to add tax 
to your order, it wi 11 not be part of the 
1 isted price. 

SEASONAL BI RD RECXlRDS: Beginning with the 
1993 autum season (August-Noverrber), 
anyone subnitt ing a seasona 1 "Howard 
Cculty Bird Records" form wi 11 receive a 
copy of the county caJl)i lat ion that is 
subnitted to Maryland Birdlife and 
American Birds. A brief sunnary of the 
seasona 1 high 1 i ghts w il 1 appear in the 
chapter newsletter. The form for 

recording seasonal observations can be 
obtained by calling Jo Solem (301) 725- 
5037. 

K>S DI SOCXMTS: The Wi 1 d Bi rd Center at 
6955-F Oak 1 and Mi 11 s Road in Co h.rrt> i a 
offers a discount of 10% to all MOS 
merrbers on al 1 goods excluding sale items 
and optics. Just 1 et them know you are a 
merrber when you shop in their store. 

1992 BLUEBIRD <n..NTS lJ>PED: Coordinator 
Hike Wallace has revised the Bluebird 
totals previously reported for 1992 
upward. During that breeding season, 1043 
boxes were monitored. Of those, 517 were 
used by Bluebirds fledging 1503 young. 

OOPS - ERROR <XlRRECTla.: Two awardees for 
the Valued Service Award were erroneously 
reported in the May-June newsletter. 
There was on 1 y one recipient 1 ast year, 
Hike Hc::.Chre. 

THANK YOO to Harty <11estan and SUsan 
Setterberg for putting up the club display 
at the Amua 1 Spring Garden Fair at Howard 
camun ity Co ll ege. 

B:JL.N/Nal NIIARD REDEFIN:D: After sane 
deliberation over the first year's 
experience with the newly established 
<XX..DFINCH Award, the board of directors 

- llecillllee.,.o nocHfy � �etition. 
Starting with the club field trips last 
Spring, each Howard County fie 1 d trip 
leader will, with the participants on the 
trip, detennine which bird(s) should be 
naninated for the award. Naninations can 
be based on rarity, situation or behavior 
(of the birds). 

For instance, the naninees. fran the Apri 1 
Wilde Lake trip were a pair of Nuthatches. 
We observed one bird moving around a very 
large tree trunk. But the bird disappeared 
for a long period of time. None of us saw 
it fly away. When we got around the path 
to view the other side of the tree, we 
found a pair of nuthatches cleaning out a 
large cavity in the tree in preparation 
for nesting season. The winning bird(s) 
wi 11 be announced at the Pot luck Dinner in 
February or March of next year. 

EA.GIL.ET FLEDGIE'S AT TR/DELPHIA RESERVOIR 

In the May/June newsletter we reported the first nesting account of Bald Eagles in Howard 
County. On Apri 1 24, a group fran Howard and Montgcmery Bird Clubs trekked with spotting 
scopes to view the progress of the nestlings. Two eaglets were active in the nest; one 
more so than the other. Both adults were on the nest at different times and we observed 
one feeding the nestlings. Tridelphia Park Rangers later discovered one eaglet dead at 
the base of the nest tree. It is not unusual to have only one of the nestlings survive 
as being pushed out or falling out of the nest happens frequently. Subsequently, Nancy 
Magnusson has sighted an inmature eagle flying around Tridelphia Reservoir. Success on 
our first iry! 



OONSERVATION REPORT 
by Bob Solem 

Renewa 1 and strengthening• of the Endangered Species Act wi 11 be considered by Congress this 
year. Rep. Studds (D-MA) and Sen. Chafee (R-RI) have introduced pro-envirorment 
reauthorization bi 1 ls. ,The bi 1 ls create positive incentives for species conservation and 
add E!lll)hasis to species nearing threatened or endangered status. The Endangered Species 
Act provides a franework within which conflicts between federal or private development 
proposals and species conservation can be effectively and fairly resolved. The act 
prohibits conduct that would harm threatened or endangered animals or plants and cal ls for 
planning and ifll)lementation of a recovery strategy for each 1 isted species. Proper 
maintenance of the environnent necessary for survival of the listed species is mandated 
by requiring identification of critical habitat. 

How have species 1 isted as endangered by the federal goverrment faired? The Envirormental 
Defense Fund looked at 78 species first listed in 1967 and continued under protection of 
the Endangered Species Act (which took effect in 1973): the American alligator has made 
a full recovery; the red wolf, Whooping Crane, and black-footed ferret have a new lease 
on life; and declines in the populations of the Delmarva squirrel, grizzly bear, and 
Hawaiian Dark-rlJ11)ed Petrel have been halted. 

-, 

Eighty percent of the an ima 1 s and p 1 ants 1 i sted J.ran 1988 to 1991 were fu 11 species, 18% 
were subspecies, and 2% were populations. B)F, points out that the subspecies and 
populatfons protected include the grizzly bear, Peregrine Falcon, Florida panther, and gray 
wolf. It also means that the Bald Eagle can be protected in the "lower 48" states without 
ifll)Osing the restrictions in Alaska, where Bald Eagles are r:ruch more cannon. 

««««««««««««««««««««««« »»»»>»>»>»»>»»>>>>»>»» 

Susan 

BOARD OF DIREC'TalS IEETIIG: Sept 23, Longfellow Elementary School, 7:30 pn • 
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Noverrber-Decent>er 1993 NE.WSL..ETTER Hater ia 1 ci.le October 1. ca 11 or ma i 1 to 
Setterberg, 9445 Clocktower Ln, Coh.nt>ia, t1> 21046-1818. Phone: (301) 498-4734. 

Printed by O'-oatoan Publishing, Inc. 0 1993 Recycled Paper @ 

HOWARD COUNTY BIRD CLUB 
CHAPT(R OF TJI.E lJARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

- -0007 Ft. YWHEEL CoURT 
COLUMBIA, MD 21044 

IOl·PIOflT OH, 
U.S. POSTAIE 

PAID 
celu1bia, no. 
Ptr1it lo, 452 

t NAY CouNT SlwtARv 

RENEWAL ADIRESS C�ECTI(J4 REQUESTED 


