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CENTENNIAL PARK BIRD CHECKLtST PUBLISHED - Jane Farrell 

Bird 
Checklist 
Centennial Park 
Howard County, Maryland 

The Boward County Bird Club ha• publiahed a Bird 
· Chectliat for Centennial Part. l cooperative effort, the 
checklist was coapiled by the Bir4 Club and printed and 
diatributed by the Boward County Departaent of Recreation 
and Park•. This is the firat in a aerie• of checklists 
planned for the county' • aajor parts and environaental 
areas and for Coluabia'• lakes and aajor open apace 
parcels. 

The checklist provides data on the 189 apecies 
ob•erved in Centennial Part fro• 1983 through late 1989. 
The data identifies the 1tatus (re1ident, aigrant, visitor, 
or accidental) of each species for apring, suaaer, fall, 
and winter and indicates which 1pecies have bred in the 
park. 

Charles Swift, who is the Centennial Part coordinator, 
-,,-,-.........,a,e..-M�9'9tfN�al,•il>l•J.;ilrlaMJg,�-:·lcMs&l'4 Com!t!'f. (npn:f- Bochtie .-..ha.a.. 

agreed to co-coordinate the continuing effort for 
Centennial Part. You can reach Connie at 465-2063 with 
additional observations to be used in future revisions of 
the checklist. 

The following club aelll>ers participated in the 
effort: Scott lttin•on, Connie Boctstie*, Ceil Casciaro, 
George Chase, Martha Che•tea*, lileen Clegg, Jane rarrell*, 
Ralph Geuder, Dave Harvey, Kevin Heffernan, Dick Hegner, 
Jia Bill, David Bolaes, Kite Leuaas, Brigitte Lund, Nancy 
Nagnu••on*, Grazina , Kite NcClure, Sandy Meyerhoff, Joraa 
Petersen, Sue Probst (who provided the Great Blue Heron 
drawing for the cover), Bob Ringler, Susan, Ji• lose, Jo, 
Bob Sole•*, Charles Swift*, Ji• Wilkinson, Michele Wright, 
Belen Zeichner and Paul Zucker. Thanks also to all aelll>ers 
who contributed data in the past by leading trips or 
participating in counts in the park. 

Ve also appreciate the assistance provided by the 
following Boward County government and Departaent of 
Recreation and Parks personnel: Jeff Bourne, Bill Ickert, 
Chuck route, Bob Linz, Shirley Kiner and Caaey Willis. 

Checklists will be available at scheduled aeetings and events or can be obtained 
by calling Cedar Lane Park 992-2464 and they will send one. After the concession 
stand at Centennial Park opens in the spring, checklists are expected to be available 
there on request. 



1515 BLUEBIRDS FLEDGE IN COUNTY IN 1989 - Mark Wallace and Joseph Suess 
The number of bluebirds fledged in 1989 was down slightly from the 1563 fledged 

in 1988, but above the 1352 of 1987. We suffered another wet spring which appears to 
have reduced the average clutch size of the first brood. The number of reports we 
received was down slightly which could be an indication the birds did not fare as '---"'; 
well in those areas. 

We appreciate the kindness of 
monitor boxes on their land. 
extend our thanks to the following 
lntlx:ny, Julie casciaro, Ceil 
Ballard, William Cq,e, Regina 
Ballentine, William Cradler, <:arolyn 
Bockstie, camie F.arp, Wesley 
Bogdan, Bob Dllers, Frances 
Boooe, Joo E. Entin, Jam & Debbie 
Boale, Joo K. Fisher, Rosemary 
Botsai, !tnika Frasier, Jam & !mly 
Bready, Nadine Freas, Richard 
Brinkley, Marilyn French, Sandy 
arokaw, Rick Fulmer, Glenn 
Bmm, Al �. Sarah & 
Bmm, Gisela Glenn 
Bul.harOlfSki, Adam Grant, Lee & Carol 
Buswell, Susan Hawkins, Nancy 
cameroo, Ermina Beller, Jim 

Birt, Pat 
b. Co. Rec & Parks 
Jque, Paul 
lager, Albert 
lager, bard 
Jacksa}, Cliff 
Jacobsen, William 
Keller, Tim & Mary 
Lord, Margaret 
McClure, Mike & Grazina 
Nazlerod, Marian 
Newkirk, Bea 
OlCM, Jam 
Peters, Karl 
Proia, Judy 
Resau, Jim 

Robbins, Eleanor 
lodgers, Hilde 
Serafinas, Phil 
&Dith, Boyd ' :Edna 
Snyder I <2larene 
Stirrat, Owck 
Stup, Ral�� 
SUess, Joseph 
'l'beis, Bill 
'1'haaann, Vera & Andre 
Traynham, Ann 
Tyscn, Belen 
Wallace, Mark (his trail 

& others 
Waltoo, Randy & Margaret 
Westwood, Felix 

the property owners who allow bluebirders to 
Their names are too numerous to aention. We also 

individuals who submitted data for 1989: 

Our special thanks is again extended to Connie Bockstie and Ceil Casciaro for 
theh- man4�";..e,"&--t -vf the Sharp Road tl�e-bfrd 'Trail ,md for Frances Ehlers' help I not 
only with her own trail,but with part of the Boone's and some of Joe Suess's boxes 
when he was ill this year. Sandy French became a monitor in 1989 and looked after the ''----,/ 
boxes along Carroll Mill Road. To Sandy's delight, some young were fledged from these 
boxes. Two clutches of bluebirds were banded and fledged from a wooden newspaper box 
on Prestwick Drive. 

I BClX&5 '1Ul'AL JnjS JnjS JnjS 'Ya.Ni 'Ya.Ni "YaH; 
/ '11WL DI'ltED USED SUCC. LA.ID :wss BATCHED lDST nm:;m � 1988 636 346 2405 586 1813 256 1563 778 

1989 713 297 2383 606 im 262 1515 838 ('-.. . 
{!a"-..ii� '11WL CACHICK TmDJSE HWRm � TRmW SC OWL KEm'REL PMARTIN jP 

I ( 1988 59 30 184 6 22 3 
1989 30 12 193 3 18 2 0 100 

Bill Eckert reported that the Bluebirds in the Parks program which the Bird 
Club co-sponsors fledged the third highest number of bluebirds in the program's brief 
seven year history. The 81 bluebirds are included in the above total. They fledged 
from 54 boxes in 15 parks. A nesting of Tree Swallows at Centennial Park was a first 
for the program. In late fall and early winter, reports were received of people 
seeing flocks of 25-50 bluebirds in Benson Branch, Centennial, Rockburn Branch and 
Schooley Mill parks. Thanks to the following people who monitored boxes: 
Olevalier, Mary & J.P. Femrite, Sharai JCiekeblsch-Ste:i.nitz, Schiffer, Lil¥ia 
Delaney, Carol Gross, Cliff Bernd, wcy Schmitt, cathy 
Duffy, Nuala & Micaela Hricz, Nancy Meyerhoff, Mike & Sandy Wright, Michele 
F.arp, Susan Jacabsoo, Phil Rowe, Barbara & Geoff Vowel, Betsie 

._.../ 

For help or information contact Joe Suess 854-0250 or Mark Wallace 725-6370. 
We always need monitors especially in the western section of the county. 
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CALENDAR OF PROGRAMS, FIELD TRIPS, SPECIAL EVENTS 
Programs are held at Longfellow Elementary School, S470 Hesperus Dr., Columbia. 

Meeting is cancelled if schools are closed for any reason. Hospitality session at 
7:30 p.m. Meeting/program begins at 8:00 p.m. Club bookstore opens at 7:30 p.m. 

Field trips leave from Grempler Realty parking lot (across from the Flier build 
ing on Little Patuxent Parkway in Columbia) unless otherwise noted. Carpooling is en 
couraged with riders sharing the cost of gas and tolls. Dress for field work with 
stout, reasonably waterproof footgear and layers of clothes. Trips do not always fol 
low paths. No pets. Leaders ••Y cancel due to inclement weather or fewer than J 
participants. Questions? Call leader or Field Trip Chair Nichele Vrigbt 465-6057. 

Celebrate the 20th anniversary of Earth Day April 22 with a bird walk and mark Earth 
Week April 14-22 and Outdoor Awareness Week April 21-28 with other activities de 
scribed below. 

at 1:00 p.m. 

'MARCH 3 AJOIUAL POTLUCK. See previous newsletter for details. Call Monika 465-5758 
Saturday or Grazina 531-2780 by Tuesday, Feb. 27 to reserve space. 
� COLUJIBil LllES TRIP. Leaders: Nike , Grazina McClure. 

""'�Grempler 
MARCH 8 "BIRDS or .lLASCA" - Bob Ringler. Sooner or later all serious birders go to 
�hursday Alaska--or want to. Bob will show us why it is.such a fascinating birding 
�-· area and such a fragile environment. 

""-< MARCH 24 STATE IIAltYLARD OllfITBOLOGICAL SOCIITY BOARD MEITIWG - Miller Branch Li- 
Saturday brary. Host: Howard Co. Chapter. The host chapter supplies a light break 

fast and snacks for the meeting. Donations of baked goods, cheese & crack 
ers, fr11H phtes, etc�- are JIIOSt appreciated. Contact 1'o1I strlkwerda eve- 
nings at 942-2841 or Marty Cbestem 730-1527:" - 

MARCH 25 COLUKBIA LAKES. Joint trip with Baltimore Chap. MOS. 
Sunday Farrell 596-2630 & Pete Webb 486-1217. 8:00 a.m. Meet at 
� Lane entrance of Centennial Park at the far east end of 

.,1:!?� overlooking the lake. '/2 day. Leaders will have scopes. 

Leaders: Jane 
the Centennial 
the parking lot 

APRIL 8, 
15,22,29 
& May 6 
Sundays 

FIVE VEEILY CIITIIOflAL PAR.I VALIS. For the second year the 
co-sponsor with Howard Co. Rec & Parks a series of 
Centennial Park. Walks will run from 7:00-10:00 a.m. Meet 
the parking lot off Centennial Lane near the tennis courts. 

Bird Club will 
spring walks in 
this year in 

APRIL 12 
*ursday 

APRIL 14 
Saturday 

� 

"IIAHAGIKIHT or A IIEOTROPICAL KIXED SPECIES BIRD IXJIIBIT" - Jack Cover. Mr. 
Cover is from the National Aquarium in Baltimore. The program will be 
about the exhibit at the National Aquarium. 
BIGINIIIRG BIRDERS VALi. Leader: Bonnie Ott 461-3361. 1/2 day trip in 
Rockburn Branch Park. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the park office building off 
Landing Rd. Chance to gain experience in using binoculars and field guides 
and spotting birds, habitats, fields marks, etc. 

APRIL 21 COLUllBIA �ES. Leader: Burton Alexander 381-5574. Baltimore MOS trip to 
Saturday Howard Co. See March 25 meeting time and place. 1/2 day. 
APRIL 28 BLUEBIRD VALi. Leader: Mike Meyerhoff 465-4489. 1/2 day trip in 
Saturday Rockburn Branch Park. Meet at 9:00 a.m. at park office building off 

Landing Rd. Co-sponsored by How. Co. Rec & Parks. Mike will point out 
several different types of nesting boxes, possibly a nest or two, nesting 
and wintering habitat and, with any luck, bluebirds! 



, Sue Muller 490-7575. 
2 hr. walk on flat, wide 
corner of Goraan Road 

VILDFL01fEll V.ILI. Leaders: Bob Solem 725-5037 
Co-sponsored by Bow. Co. Rec, Parks. 10:00 a.a. 
path. Meet at entrance to Savage Mill Trail at the 
and Foundry St. in Savage. 

BUTTERFLY TRIP TO D.IJIIELS. Leader: Richard Smith 997-7439. Daniels sec 
tion of PVSP 10:30 a.m. Several hour trip to serve as an introduction to 
butterfly identification, habitat preferences and plant use. Meet at the 
small parking lot on the left near the river. (There is additional parking 
on the right beyond the curve.) Bring lunch, beverage as desired. Meed 
sunny or partly cloudy weather. If overcast or rainy, trip is cancelled. 
If unsure of weather conditions, call leader. 

, APRIL 28 

�� 
KAY 5 C , 0 C.IJIAL FOR SPIIWG KIGIJ.lfTS. Leader: Marci lrishnamoorthy 730-0568. 
Saturday In the Washington, D.C. area there are few more exciting places to be on a 
�Kay •orning than the towpath of the canal. Keet at 6:00 a.a. at Grempler 

· ·t" · · for a 1 /2 day trip. Bring liquid , snacks as desired • 
SPRIRG WILDrLOVBR W.ILI. Leaders: Bob Solem 725-5037 , Sue Muller 
490-7575. Savage Park 10:30 a.a. Meet at the building in the park at the 
west end of Baltiaore St. in Savage for a several hour walk. Patuxent 
River Appreciation Day activity with Boward Co. Rec, Parts. 

..... 

- MAY 6 
Sunday 

*
MAY 12 KAY COURT - The 43rd statewide census by the MD· Ornithological Society on a 
Saturday Saturday in May. More info next newsletter; save all or part of this day 

for a highlight of the birding year. Call Paul Zucker 681-9005 for info. 
BO.I.RD IIEETIRGS 

<, MARCH 29 JAJfE-FARRELL's at 1:-30- p.�----�3-24 Sari�chain Rt;?.ad, Columbi�, MD 21045. Tel 
- -- Thur·s 596-2630 for direct1ons. 
"MAY 3 
Thurs 

MARTHA CBESTEM's at 7:30 p.m. 10850 Faulkner Ridge Circle, Columbia, MD 
21044. Tel 730-1527 for directions. 

ITEKS FOR lllY-JUIIE newsletter due April 1. Call or aail to Jo Solem, 10617 Graeloch 
Road, Laurel, MD 20723. Spring migration records due on or before June 7. 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER REPORTED IN BOWARD COUNTY - Floyd Murdoch 
On 10 November 1989 I was driving one-half mile south of Highway 32 on 1-95. 

The adult bird was seen flying from west to east over I-95 (long tails were observed, 
but I did not see the rose-colored marking). I observed the bird over the southbound 
lane as I went north. It continued to the northbound lane ahead of me. I pulled over 
as the bird flew into or over the trees to the east of 1-95's northbound lane. 

somewhat "bouncy" flight of the 
but only the Antietam bird in Mary 
three-quarters of its full tail 

The bird was a typical flycatcher with the 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher. I've seen hundreds, 
land. It showed the silver-gray color and about 
length. 
Acceptance of this species is subject to ratificatiCll by the J[)5 State Reoxds Ccmnittee. 

PAR�S CBEC�IST PROJECT - The Boward County Bird Club continues to work on checklists 
for Rockburn Branch, Schooley Mill, and Savage parks, the Trotter Road Environmental 
Area, along with the three Columbia lakes. Sightings of common as well as uncommon 
species are welcome. To make reporting easier, request a Parks Checklist form for 
each park or area you would like to help with. See Jane Farrell at any meeting, 
write to her at 6324 Sandchain Road, Columbia, MD 21045, or call her at 596-2630. 



FLOWER FEATURE: TROUT LILY Georgia "orris and Bob Solem 
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TROUT LILY - Erythroniw, aaeric•nu• 
(Also called Dogtooth Violet, Adder's Tongue) 

FAMILY - Lily (Lili•ce•e) 

HABITAT - Rich 4aap woods: floodplains 
BOVARD COUlfTY BLQOKIRG SEASON - Late Karch to beginning of Kay 
BOVARD COURTY LOCATION - Savage, Centennial, Cypresaaede Parts: 
Late llthorn: Patuxent liver Part: Daniels section PVSP. 
PLANT - 3" to 10" high. lac:h bulb produces only one set of two 
leaves with a single flower stalk. Single leaves indicate a 
young non-flowering plant. 
FLOWERS - 1" wide. It has 6 pointed, reflexed leaon yellow 
"petals." (Actually, lite aany lilies, it has 3 petals and 3 
sepals.) The center has 6 stamens with brown anthers and one 
long pistil ending in a 3-parted stigma. 
FRUIT - Ovoid capsule. 

LEAVES - 3" to 9" long. The two basal leaves are smooth edged, oval shaped, ending 
in a sharp point. The most notable characteristic of the leaves is the purple-brown 
a.ottliDg 1-bJt �u.r.s .. �tQjU;.,�.1lJQa __ cX..U.� .,l.9�1!\!.AtJ!!�- '',._!!?At��·�- __ 

\.....,, BULB - Like other lilies, the Trout Lily grows fro• an underground bulb. The tooth 
like shape of this bulb accounts for one of the common naaes--Dogtooth Violet. 
SPECIAL INFORMATION - This lovely, though small, lily is only in bloom for 5 or 6 
weeks in the early spring. Be sure to loot for it in 4amp wooded areas this spring. 

TBB BIRDING YEAR. IN BOWARD COUN'l'Y: APR.IL Jo Solem 
• Watch for seldom seen Red-throated Loons on reservoirs in mid-April. Coamon Loons 
migrate well into Kay and are regular on Centennial Lake. 
• Pied-billed Grebes and aost aergansers leave by aid-April. 
• A few American Bitterns may show up this aonth thru early Kay in correct habitat. 
• Green-backed Herons begin returning in nuabers about the third week. 

Oldsquaws may appear during the first week of April especially during periods of 
bad weather. 

April is a month to watch lakes and reservoirs on a daily basis for aigrants can 
drop in, rest briefly, and depart quietly. The aore aiaerable the weather, the aore 
likely stray migrant waterfowl and shorebirds will show up. 
• Numbers of migrating Ospreys drift through from the middle of the aonth well into 
May; earlier ones can be seen sporadically from late March on. 
• Northward moving Broad-winged Bawks are aost visible from the middle of the aonth 
into May. 



APRIL (continued) 

tapering off in early May. 
some warblers, but they 

a few other typically early 
Palm, Yellow-throated and 

Yellowthroats after the aid 
but aore aigrate through in 

species (This 

• Rough-legged Bawks leave by the third week. Last half of April or before leaves 
grow too large, check aain forts of large deciduous trees for nesting buteo hawks. 

Shorebirds begin appearing in nuabers froa aid-aonth on. Cheek auddy areas around 
the western islands at Centennial Park fro• late March until the vegetation grows 
up. Shallow pond and river edges anywhere in the county can be productive. 
Shorebirds aay be found soaetiaes in good nuabers through the first part of May: few 
are noted after aid-May. 
• Caspian Terns and Bonaparte's Gulls can be seen sporadically auch of the aonth on 
the county's larger lakes and the reservoirs. 
• Listen at dusk for Vhip-poor-wills from about the aiclclle of April. 
has declined clraaatically in the county.) 
• Vatch at dust for early Coaaon ligbthawks the last week of the aonth. 
• Hummingbirds aay begin appearing sporadically during the last half of the aonth 
although aost come through in early lay. Look for them around azalea and aiaosa 
(Albizzia) blossoas. Planting bright tubular flowers aay attract them during the 
sumaer. Feeders with sugar water solutions should be bung by late April. 

The aajority of woodpeckers, chickadees, nuthatches and titaice are excavating or 
choosing cavities and beginning to nest. Karch and April are good tiaes to observe 
courtship. 
• Look for Reel-beaded Woodpeckers this aonth in areas of aature oaks and hickories 
with little or no understory. 
• Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers are around through April. 

Great Crested Flycatchers and Eastern lingbircls show up the last 10 clays of the 
aonth. 
• Cliff Swallows can usually be seen at Brighton Dam by late April or early May. 
• Bouse Wrens can show up from aid-aonth on. 
• Marsh Wren aigration peaks the last week in April and the first week in May. 
• Blue-gl'!�, Guau:atcher� chou]A.l,e_ vu.i)>le. in floodpl�JLJitu_-_tion1, from the aicl�le 
of the month. They begin nesting before the leaves are completely out. 
• Heaviest Hermit Thrush aigration is the first half of the aonth. 

Gray Catbirds should begin appearing the third week with the Vood Thrush and Veery 
aaking their first appearance the last week of the aonth. 
• Brown Thrashers arrive in late March and early April. 
• Bluebirds aay begin nest building the first half of the aonth if weather is favor 
able. Be sure boxes are up no later than March 1st. 
• White-eyed Vireos aay begin appearing after aicl-aontb. 
• Solitary Vireos go through in the last half of the month 
• The last week of the aonth aay produce early records for 
are generally few in number except for Yellow-rumps and 
species. The earliest warblers are the Pine (in March), 
Louisiana Vaterthrush during early to mid-April: Common 
dle of the aonth. Some Yellow-rumps usually winter here, 
April. 
• Orioles and Scarlet Tanagers aay begin appearing late in the aonth, the majority in 
early to aid May. 
• Grasshopper and Vesper Sparrows should arrive--the former around the middle of the 

.....-- aonth and the latter anytiae during April. 
�\--� � 1 �- 

_, • The last week in April and first week in May White-throated Sparrows are aoving. 
);,;;.--�,,_,;, 

<i.., • Generally, the aost productive areas for aigrants in late April are places near 
water and where oaks and Box Elders flower early (southern and eastern areas). Some 
times northern areas, such as Daniels, can be good despite slow leaf emergence but 
can be very quiet on a clear, chilly aorning. 
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NEWS - NEWS - NEWS - NBWS - NEWS - NEWS - NEWS - NEWS - NEWS - NEWS 
VIIITIR SIID SALi WORKERS DO GREAT JOB! - Coordinator Eileen Clegg reports that the 
highly successful seed sale on February 3 moved 33,000 pounds of seed. Helping 
outside loading or inside at the desk and bookstore were Don, Martha Vaugh, Jim 

\...._, Blanchard, Warren Drell, Sr., John Greer, D. V. Trovinger, Rick Ostrander, Mark 
Wallace, Bob Bogdan, Toa Horwath, Bill, Shiras Guion, John Clegg, Bruce Eberle, Dave 
Kubitsky, Jane Farrell, Chuck Stirrat, Bob , Jo Solem, Mary Chevalier, Steve , 
Michael Koziol, Rod Botsai, Margo Garner, Barbara Doarnberger, Joe Suess, Zelda 
Simon, Carolyn Sisk, Linda Mcdaniel, and Doris Holmes. The crew cheerfully and 
efficiently served the al•ost 300 customers despite the fog and drizzle. Karty 
Chestem publicized the Maryland checkoff prograa to benefit the Chesapeake Bay and 
endangered species, Michele Wright bad the fine club bookstore stock available, and 
the Nature Nook with Don Randle set up its usual excellent selection of feeders. 
Providing baked boods for the workers were Barbara Davis, Judy Habib, Deborah 
Schultz, Roselle Martin, Roni Phillips, Monika Botsai, and Roaayne Smith. Thanks to 
one and all who, under Eileen's capable leadership, contributed to an efficient and 
enjoyable event. 
SUPPORT or SUSTlIBDIG IEIIBERS. 1PPRICI1TID - For the aembership year 1989-1990, the 
following indicated a special level of support for the Boward County Bird Club by 
joining at the sustaining level or making an extra membership contribution: 

Ji• Blanchard, Lois Carleton. Karty Chestea. Ion Dunwiddie, Frances Ehlers, 
Alice Fazekas, Charles Fuller, Bargo Garner, Pat and Dudley Jackson, Dennis 
Luck, Georgia Borris, Karjorie Bountjoy, Elise Seay, Bob and Vava Staggs, 
Charles Swift and Belinda Upp. 

DRYLAND BIJUJLIFE DILIBGS - Two issues of the state journal have been mailed by 
-tli.e-How.u:-d Cha.p.tar. .cluring .January 1!l9A....c..=�� ...JuDe J 989 i u•Je --1ta.S .. -.us.em..hleL...f.tlL. 
mailing on January 10 at Eileen & John Clegg's. In addition to Eileen, John, those 

'-/ helping were Marty Chestem, Tom Strikwerda, Lois Carleton, Frances Ehlers, Marjorie 
Mountjoy, Elise Seay, Helen Zeichner and Maud Banks. On January 31 the September 
1989 issue was "stuffed" and labeled by JCenner Ashby, Maud Banks, Lois Carleton, 
Marty Chestem, Eileen Clegg, Frances Ehlers, Marjorie Mountjoy, Elise Seay, Zelda 
Simon, Tom Strikwerda, and Helen Zeichner at Zelda and Hal Simon's. Thanks to all 
who helped for assisting Naryland Birdlite reach the membership in an increasingly 
timely fashion. The Simons have volunteered to serve as the drop-off point, 
according to Maud Banks who organized these get-to;ethers. If you can help for a few 
hours occasionally with the mailings, let Maud know at 381-3240. 
RICBAJU) SKITB lllS PROVIDED BUTTSR.FLY DISPLAYS - Local butterfly enthusiast Richard 
Smith has been faithfully bringing a few cases of specimens to each meeting this 
year. He will head a Bird Club project to census the butterfly species at Centennial 
Park. A May introductory trip is planned for those interested in learning more about 
butterflies, their habits and identification. 
BAT BOX DOBlTID - Ruth Leffler recently donated a bat box to the Bird Club. After 
discussion with Bill Eckert from Howard County Recreation and Parks, it will be 
placed in one of the large parks. Dr. Edwin Gould has agreed to serve as a consultant 
in its placement. 
91 •ATUlllL IIBRITAGI C1LllfD1RS SOLD - Michele Wright reports that the bookstore sold 
91 calendars produced by the Maryland Natural Heritage Program of the Department of 
Natural Resources. Each calendar contains 12 color photographs of Maryland wildlife 
in an attractive format suitable for hanging. They sold for a modest $3.50. Not 
only did the Natural Heritage Program benefit, but both the state and local MOS 
received a small profit. Look for the 1991 calendar for sale next fall. 



HOWARD COUNTY GENERAL PLAN - Bob Solem 
As you have seen in the newspapers, Boward County is preparing to adopt The 

1990 General Plan: A Six Point Plan for the Future. (The General Plan is a 
blueprint for Howard County for the next 20 years.) 

The Howard County Bird Club strongly supports environaental and recycling 
provisions in the General Plan and is asking members and associates to sign a 
petition supporting this position. The plan suggests acquiring green space 
(extending Patapsco Park from MD 32 west to Mt. Airy, acquiring parkland in Eltridge 
and North Laurel along the rivers, developing continuous stream valley greenways, and 
creating critical masses of protected areas by filling in gaps and aaking the areas 
continuous). Another part of the plan outlines ways to protect the landscape: 
minimize disturbance of land during construction of parks and open space; set 
standards to preserve woodlands, hedgerows and existing vegetation; require the 
county government to set a good example in construction and land aanagement; conduct 
stream surveys and watershed studies; develop sound strategies to preserve open 
space; and establish a baseline index of environmental and landscape resources. 
There is also a need to include in this General Plan aore eaphasis on recycling 
(encouraging source reduction, reuse and recycling as well as expanding the current 
residential and commercial recycling programs). 

The six points of the General Plan are Responsible Regionalism, Preservation of 
the Rural West, Balanced Growth, Working With Nature, Community Enhancement, and 
Phased Growth. In contrast to earlier Boward County General Plans, this one has a 
chapter on the next key steps which must be undertaken in the next two years. These 
steps involve changes to laws or regulations, administrative actions, or interaction 
with other agencies. 
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