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HOWARD COUNTY: THE LAND OF CONSISTENT BIRDING - 'DAVID HOLMES 
Howard County, .for birding, the land of glorious consistency! In this, the seventh 

year we have compiled an annual list, our total of 205 species fits perfectly within the 
'normal and narrow span of our previous lists. Our low total is 201 and our high is 212. 
And 178 of these birds have been reported in each of the 7 years while an additional 7 
have been missed only once. That leaves us with exactly 20 "bonus birds"-- or does it? iw would you describe a bonus bird? 

Let's try a couple of different ideas. A bonus bird could be one which doesn't 
appear often within the county. We have 16 species on this year's list which have been 
recorded in 9 or fewer years out of the 30 years on which we have based our county 
checklist. Or, is a bonus bird one which appears only in small numbers? If you are won 
dering why you never see some of the birds on our annual lists, it could be because they 
are on that list either as single reports or as single individuals. This year, we have 
23 species which fit that category. But, 6 of them have been on every annual list since 
we have been printing them: Oldsquaw, Whip-poor-will, Red�headed Woodpecker, Gray 
cheeked Thrush, Blackburnian and Wilson's Warblers; and the Whip-poor-will and Black 
burnian Warbler have been reported in all 30 years for which we have serious records. Is 
Blackburnian Warbler really a bonus bird? Aad then what do we do with the 29 Bonaparte's 

�Gulls which appeared in 1985 as a single sighting early one April morning on Lake !lkhorn, 
lifted off by 8:30 a,m., and were never seen again? Should 29 individuals really. count 
a� a bonus bird? Actually, I suspect the proper definition of "bonus bird" for each of 
you is "any bird I haven't seen before." Did you have any this year? 

, The Howard County Checklist did! We add.ed White-fronted Goose, Limpkin, and Lesser 
Golden Plover. The geese were seen well by Mark Wallace and poorly by Marty Cheatem. 
DJd anyone who tried actually miss the Limpkin? Such a wonderful bird--and such a crazy 
lbcation! The plovers? They were just a matter of time. They go through central Mary 
land in small numbers every year. We and thef just had to meet. Notice that all of 
these birds are associated more or less with water. Bit by bit we are filling in holes 
ii'l..spite of our limited variety of wetland habitat. The two species which appeared for 

l oftly the second time, Iceland Gull and Yellow-headed Blackbird, nest near water but can 
wtnter anywhere (keep that bountiful garbage flowing!) It was hoped that this year the 
Atlas field work would provide the list with something interesting, but all the inter 
esting Atlas birds were seen in the county at other times as well. 

, So, we saw some nifty birds. Did we miss any we should have seen? YES! Black- 
. billed Cuckoo. The books do say they are sneaky but this is ridiculous. This was the 
first year in 30 in which they were not rtported. We also missed Double-crested Cor 
porant (not exactly a surprise) and Mourning Warbler for the first time in our 7 years of annual lists. Mourning Warblers are difficult, but doesn't anyone beat the bushes 
1� late May? Other birds which should appear on our list in greater numbers are Gray- 
��eeked Thrush and Wilson's Warbler--again these tend to be late migrants. Does every 
ptie stop birding by the 20th of May? I would want written details on the Mourning and 
.the thrush. They are tough to identify and try very hard to stay out of decent light. 

·�bci check with Jo Solem regarding the need for details on any unusual si_ghtings. 
! 
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Two additional species, Sora and Upland Sandpiper,, have been reported.for 1984 
dnc• the publication of that yeer' s list.- The 1984 species total is now 211. 

·(, . 
.. � .. , Once again, thanks very much to John Blaifdell, Marty Chestem, George Dency, 

Jan._ Farrell, Alice Grant, David Pardoe, Jo Sol.em and Mark Wallace for sending in 
lis�•· Enormous thanks go to .Io Solem for collecting and. compiling the seas.on re: 
ports and supporting de�.11,@J "and for puttiug. them in such easy fora to work wtth: 

·Sha.makes· this article possih'fe. . · 
And 1986? Pretty usual so far. Would anyone care to submit a list in advance- 

of this year's bonus birds? Do that and then you will just have to get out in the 
field enough to be sure you see them. Rave a good time doing it! 

{' r I� 
I ,. 

COIIOII Loan 
Pitd-tailltd 6r1b1 
Hamid &re•, 
A11ric111 Ii thrn 
&rill 81111 !Itron 
&rt1t Egret 
SCIC111r E;r,t 
Littl111111 !Itron 
Cittli Egret 
&r11n-b1cktd Neron 
ll�t�cr111119'·11i9'1t-lllr1111 
Tlllldr1 SIN/I 
lr1.t1r llllitt-fr1111tn 11ao1, 
Snow &aou 
C.da Boast 
hocl luck 
lr1111-1iagtd THI 
Awic111 Ila« lutt 
llillar, 
llortlttnl Pintail . 
ll1t-11ia91d T11l . 
llortlltrn Sllovtlltr 
S..11111 
Allrit111 lligeon 
Caawas�act 
Rlll!ud 
li11-n1dtd Dlact 
ltsttr Sc1up 
011114111&11 
C.. &aldtntyt 
llfflthl!ill 
llaond fttrganser 
CQIIOII llerg111nr 

·tld-llr111ttcl lllrtiftllf 
·luUf hd: 
ll1ct Vvltun 
Turkey Yulturt · 
lhprty 
Bild £1911 
lorthern llll'rier 
Sharp-thinntd H11k 
Coajltr 'I tlillk 
Rtd-thlllll dtrtcl H111t· 
lroid-11l119ed Hat1k • 
Red-tiilid Hnt 
IGll9h-l19gid lllltk 
Allrlcan KKtrtl 
"'rlin 
PerevtBt Fdcon 
llorthtrn lobuill a:;, 
Ri nrnKktd Ph11s.nt s 
Allrican Coot 

lieptin 
Lnser &olden Plavtr 
Selip1lo.ted Plom 
lilldttr 
&r11t1r Ytll1111legs 
Lesser Ytll1111l19s 
Solitary Sudpiptr 
Spatted 5,ndpiptr 
llpl111d SJndpip1r 
St1ip1l11ttd Sandpiptr 
ltnt Sindpiper 
P1ctor1l Sindpiper 
CollOn. Sni ,, 
IINriCIR hodcoct 
Llqhhg 61111 
lonap1rt1'1 kll 
Ring-billecl 61111 
Htrring 61111 
lctlind &ull 
ar .. t Bl1ck-tl1tklcl 111111 
Rock Dov, 
lloll'II i no hvt 
Y1ll111-billn Cuckoo 
Eastern ScrllCh Diil 
&rut llornld 11111 
hrrld Diil 
Short-wed Diil 
Colton llighthnt 
tlhip-poor-itilt 
Chi lfllY !hri ft 
lu�y-tllraited Hu11ingbird 
ltltld,Kingflsher 
RtHNdtd lioodpKktr 
Rtcl-�llitd lloodptcker 
Y1ll011-lftlliid Stiasucker 
Dollny lloodpeder 
ltli ry lloodpecker 
lorthtrn Flictw 
Pil11ttd lloadptdtr 
E1stern lloocl-P111tt 
Audi 1n Fl yc1tcher 
lltlla11 Flycatcher 
LHSt fl yc1tther 
Eut1rn Phoebe 
6rt1t Cr11t1d Flyc1tch1r 
Eutern Kingbird 
llorntd Lvk 
Purplt llirtin 
TrH SN1l1111 
N. Rough-.i 119id ·· Sol lOII 
ll11k S1111l 11t1 r 
CliH Swallow 

l&rn hill DII 
Blue �ay 
ANric111 trot 
Fish Crow, 
Blict-ca,Ptd Chictadtt 
C1rali111 Chickid11 
Tufted TitlOllH 
Rtd-brt11tl!d Nutllitch 
llhitt"'br,11tld lllth1tcb 
lrOIIII Cruper 
Caroliu llrtn 
llollll llrlll 
lillter lfrtn 
Soldtn-crCIIIIIN Ki119l1t • 
R1qy-crCN1111d Kin1l1t · 
,1111-gray &n1.tcatchtr 
Eastern Bluebird 
Yury 
6r1y-c�lfttd Thrash 
5-&1111an'1 Thruth 
Hirai t Tllr1sh 

, ·!load Tllr 11111 
•iun Rabin 
Bny Catbird 
Northtrn llottingbird 
lrOIIII Tllr islttr 
lliter Pipit 
Cedar .W11win9 
Eurap1111 Starling 
llhtt1-1y1d Vtrt0 
Solitary Yirto 
Y1ll1111-thr111tid Vireo 
larblillQ Virto 
Rtd-eytd Vireo 
Bl111-t1illlfd llirbltr 
6oldtn-t1in91d Nirbltr 
T111nn11t llarhltr 
llashvill1 lliirbltr 
Northern Par11i 
,,11 .. ll&rbltr 
Ch11tnut-sidld llar�ltr 
11,gnolia Jlarbltr 
Capt "•Y llarbltr 
Blact-thrqattd Blue llirbltr 
Ytl low-ruaptd llilrbltr . 
llacMllrotlll 6rllft hrbltr 
811ttb11r1i111 llirbltr 
V1llat1-tllro1ted llarbltr 
PiH llarbler 
Prairie llirbler 
hl1 ll1rbltr 
8iy-brNst1d tlubler 

lhctpoU ll•rllltr 
ttrultan llarbltr 

·llact-l-tlllltt lllrltltr 
Aetrit111 Rldst&rt 
Proth1111at1rr llarhltr 

. llar1-e1tiag llirb 1 tr 
htMird 
larttlttn 111t1rtllrusll 
L011i1i1111 lllterthrash 
Kt11tucky llarbltr 
CallCIII Ytl lOllthrOlt 
Haadld brbltr 
Iii l1on '1 llar�ltr 
Cwd1 larbltr 
Y1llow-br111t1d C111t 
lilllf' T11119tr 
Surl1t T111pr 
llortllerA C.rdiAII 
Ra1t-br111tn Srosbtlk 
llut &rosbuk 
lndilCI lullti11 
Rufoui-sl dlll T Olllltt 

· Allric111 Tr11 5'arr1111 
Cllipping SpirrOI 
Fitlf Sparra 
Vesper. Sparr• 
Savannah Spirr1111 
8r IHflopptr Sparr Oii 
Fox Sparr1111 · 
&o119 S,1rroa 
$11up·Sparraw 
llhi te-tllroatld &p,rr111 
Iii tt-crONd S,rraw 
D1rt-eytd J� 
laboli11lc 
Rtd-tlitlftcl IIKtbird 
E11ltr1 "'•dwlart . . 
Y1llD11-lltllftd llactbird 
Ru1ty Blactllird 
Cauon &racklt 
Br11111-ll11dtd Cowi rd 
Orchard Oriol, 
Bal tieore Oriole 
Purple Fi11dt 
House f'i•cll 
Pine Siskin 
Altrican Boldfinch 
EY1C1in1 &rauuk 
llouH s,&rraw 

L 
\ 
!• ,, ,. 



MAY COUNT IS SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1986 PAUL ZUCKER 
Every year since 1948 members and friends of the Maryland Ornithological Society have 

conducted an annual May count. No other state can equal this record of spring migration 
vunts taken on a single day each year. The results of this group effort are compiled 
�nd published in Maryland Birdlife. 

All members of the Howard County Chapter and interested friends are invited to parti 
cipate. This is an excellent opportunity to get to know other chapter members at the 
optional tally rally at the end of the day. ·Inexperienced birders are encouraged to par 
ticipate; the compiler will try to team them with more experienced birders. (Personally, 
I have learned an immense amount about birding from going out on counts like this in a 
small group with more experienced colleagues.) Participation is also sought from people 
who will watch their feeders. It is not necessary to spend the entire day counting (al 
though many people do)--part-day participation is also encouraged. 

The compiler for the Howard County May Count is 
Paul A. Zucker 
112 Finale Terrace 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 
Telephone 681-9005 

The areas to be birded and the groupings of observers into parties will be assigned 
by the compiler although, whenever possible, requests will be honored. There are many 
parts of the county whi.ch are yet to be cover ed , It is neces13ary for all participants 
(including feeder watchers) to contact the compiler during the two weeks prior to the 
count or at the April chapter meeting. 

The county has been divided into 18 regions; a team leader will be assigned for each 
region. Each leader is responsible for combining all the field notes from that region 
�nto one clean, final tally sheet. This tally sheet MUST be turned in to the compiler 
�at the tally rally. This final tally should be neat (no extraneous marks), legible, and 

on the official form which is enclosed (extras available at rally). The leaders are also 
responsible for tallying start time and miles, stop time and miles, party-hours by car 
and by foot, party-miles by car and by foot (and by other means), and the names and ad 
dresses of all the participants on the team. (Time out for lunch and time out of the as 
signed area must be subtracted off the totals.) In addition, the team leaders are respon 
sible for obtaining the write-ups of all unusual sightings for their regions. 

Occasionally, people who are birding in Howard County on May Count day, but who are not 
Count participants, wish to submit observations to the compiler. Such records are welcome 
but can only be used in those cases when no one else has seen the species in question 
{otherwise there may be double counting). Such less common species are generally "unusual 
sightings" as described below which require written documentation. 

SOME GENERAL HINTS 
It is necessary to keep track of party-hours and party-miles separately for time spent 

in the car, on foot, or with other means of transportation. Observers within talking or 
shouting distance of each other are one party. Thus, if a party of three people spends an 
hour together on foot, then one party-hour should be notated. If, however, one party mem 
ber is separated from the others for half of that hour, then a total of one and a half 
party-hours should be tallied. I find it easiest to keep track of the hours spent on foot 
by making a notation to the nearest quarter-hour each time I get back into the car. 

i U Count all birds. Large flocks can be estimated (don't be timid--most people underesti 
� mate). Although undue effort should not be spent chasing after common birds, it is im 

portant to count all birds seen. Don't ignore House Sparrows an4 European Starlings. 



For keeping notes in the field, I like to use a notebook. Final totals, times and 
miles are then transcribed to .the tally sheet which is enclosed. When I see a few birds 
of a species, I record them using hash marks (f\U). When I see a large flock, I write 
the total number and then circle it. It is a good idea to have extra paper along for 
making notes about unusual sightings. If something unusual is seen, it is useful to make 
the appropriate notes on the spot. (See the section below entitled UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS for '----"/ 
procedures and species to be documented.) 

If you see birds outside of your assigned area, please make notes on a separate sheet 
of paper. This information should not be added to your tally but should be given to the 
person responsible for the area where the birds were seen. If your total for that species 
in their region is higher than theirs, they can use your total instead. Only if you are 
both sure that you counted different individual birds can your total be added to theirs. 

UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS 
All unusual sightings need to be documented. Such documentation should include name of 

person making the identification, names of all others who saw the bird, when and where the 
bird was seen, how far away the bird was (approximately), what the lighting conditions 
were, what the bird was doing and how long it was observed� what field marks and coloration 
were observed, any other information pertaining to the decision of the species of the bird 
in question. 

The following species are unusual for Howard County May Counts and need to be docu 
mented. First, all species not on the official check list (enclosed in this mailing) are 
considered unusual. �econd, all of the following species which have been seen on four or 
fewer of the last 12 Howard County May Counts are considered unusual and should be docu 
mented: Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, Cattle Egret, Black or 

. Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Green-winged Teal, American Black Duck, Blue 
winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, American Wigeon, Canvasback, Ring-necked Duck, 
Greater or Lesser Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Common Merganser, Red-breasted 
Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Merlin, Wild Turkey, Sora, American Coot, Upland Sandpiper, Sander 
ling, Semipalmated Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Short or Long 
billed Dowitcher, Wilson's Phalarope, Bonaparte's Gull, Herring Gull, Eastern Screech-Owl, 
Chuck-will's-widow, Common Nighthawk, Red-headed Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Black-capped Chickadee, Brown 
Creeper, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Water Pipit, 
Loggerhead Shrike, Philadelphia Vireo, Wilson's Warbler, Summer Tanager, Dickcissel, Amer 
ican Tree Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird, and any other species you suspect 
may never have been seen on the Howard County May Count. 
MAY COUNT TALLY POTLUCK TO BE HELD AT DON & JAN RANDLE�S, 6424 LOCHRIDGE ROAD, BRAEBURN 

Although it is not necessary to attend the tally in order to participate in the May 
Count, many birders find that the get-together in the evening is a pleasant and satisfying 
way to end one of the best birding days of the year. It provides an excellent opportunity 
to share your best sightings, find out what others saw (and where), and perhaps relate the 
thrill of seeing some species for the very first time. Anyone who participates in the 
Count is welcome at the tally (including feeder watchers). Call Jan Randle 531-6296 to 
let her know the number coming and your choice of food to share. (Non-cooks or all-day 
counters are not expected to prepare a culinary masterpiece; ask Jan for suggestions.) 
Counters begin gathering any time after 5:30 p.m.; dinner usually begins between 6:30 ... 
7:00 p.m. The Randles liwe in Braeburn which is on the west side of Cedar Lane (the sec 
tion north of Rt. 31 and south of the stoplight at Owen Brown Rd.) Entrance road is 
Braeburn Rd., turn right on Lochridge and continue to first house on left after Hillbrook 
Dr. (one long block). I_f unable to attend, make arrangements with area leader or Paul to 
turn in or phone results sometime during Count Day or evening. All participants will re 
ceive a copy of the results and highlights. 
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