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Every year since 1948 m:•bers and friends of the Maryland Orbithological &>ciety 
have conducted an annual .May count. No other state can equal thi's record of spring 
m.igrat.ion counts taken on a single day each year. The results of this group effort 
are compiled and published in Maryland Bird life. 

. 
All mambers of the Howard County Chapter and intere.sted friends are invited to 

· participate. This is an excellent opportunity to get to know oth,er chapter members at 
the optional tally rally at the end of the day. Inexperienced bi:rders are encouraged 
to participate; the compihr will try to team them with more experienced birders. 
(Personally, I have learned an immense amount about birding from going out on counts 
lik� this in a 1111all group with more experienced co Ll eague es ) 1articipation is also 
sought from people who will wet.ch their feeders. It is not necessary to spend the en 
tire day counting (although many people do)--part-day participation is al so encouraged. 

'rhe compiler for the Howard County May Count is 

----·-----·-·- .. -·.·.- .-. -·-�· ···-· . fau.1-A.--Zuck.el' 
112 Finale ·rerrace 
.Silver ..ipring, il.D 2090t 
Telephone 681-9005 '.. 

-..--- 

Thei areas to ba birded and tho groupings of observers into parties will be assigned 
by the oompilar although, whenever possible, requests will be honored. There are many 
parts of' the county which are yet to be covered. It is necessary for all participants 
(including feeder watchfllrs) to contact the compiler during the two weeks prior to_ the 
count. 

JA&e to the vary aerly deadline for the compiler's report set by the state organi.:. 
zation, ALL tally sheets must be completed and turned in to the compiler at the tally 
rally following the count. All participants are strongly urged to. attend the tally rally, 
wt, if' you are unable to attend, please ar range- for -eomeone to bring in your completed 

· tally sheet or arranga with the compiler to phone in· -l'�·sults. .\, copy of the official 
tally shaet is enclosed. All results must be reported on this sheet; both sides must 
be completed. All verification of unusual sightings should be turned in with the tally 
sheet. 

&PWIP'IO RE).J.U &ST.S AND HIN'l'.S 

The following specific raquests and hints are offered in an sffort to streamline 
the May Count organizat.ion. Your cooperation and suggestions are -app r-ec i at.ed; 

i 
l. Before starti!1g it is a good idea to develop a strategy for covering the assigned 

ares. .acme birders will II scout" the area a few days or a week in advance. 

2. On the count day start as early as possible. Picnic lunches ere a good idea. One 
parson in each party should be designated as the record keeper , ! He should start by 
listing the names, addresses and phone numbers of all participants in his party. 

-----------------...--- ---·- - --- -- 
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�. When you enter your assigned area, please record -SrAR'l'ING ODOM:i:I'�;,._. . _ 
and Sl'ARTING TIME • 

4. It is necessary to keep track of party-hours and party-miles separately for time 
spent in the car, on foot, or with other means of tran sportetion. Observers within 
talking or shouting distance of each other are one party. Thus, if a party of three 
people spends an hour together on foot, then one party-hour snould be notated. If, 
however, one party member is separated from the others for half of that hour, then a 
total of one and a half party-hours should be tallied. I find it easiest to keep track 
of the hours spent on foot by making a notation to the nearest quarter hour each time I 
get back into the car. 

5. It is also important to keep track of time off. Time spent on lunch or on travel 
outside the assigned area is time off. (atch time and mileage are excluded from the 
reported totals.) Mileage outside the· assigned area (odometer readings) al so needs to 
be tallied. 

6. Count all birds. i.arge flocks can be estimated (don't be timid--most people under 
estimate). Although undue effort should not be spent chasing after common birds, it is 
important to count all birds seen. Don't ignore House .Sparrows 'and atropean starlings. 

7e For keeping notes in the field, I like to use a notebook. /Final totals, times and 
miles are then transcribed to the tally sheet which is enclosed. When I see a few birds 
of a species, I record it using hash marks (i-H\-). When I see a :large flock, I write the 
total number and then circle it. It is a good idea to hav.e extra paper along for making 
notes about unusual sightings. If something unusual is seen, it is useful to make the 
appropriate notes on the spot. (.See the section below entitled UNUSUAL SIGE'rINGS for 
procedures and specd e a to be docum errt ed s ] 

I 

8. When you leave your assigned area please record FINAL ODOMS!'� o . :..-..�-------- 
9. :farty-hours by car can be figured. by subtracting the tota,l hours on foot (or by 

other means of transportation) from the total elapsed time. If jthe party split up at 
various times, more detailed records are needed as indicated under 4. above. i>arty-milea 
on foot can be estimated using an average speed t'o r' birders of one mile per hour. 

10. If you see birds outside of your assigned area, please make notes on a separate 
sheet of paper. This information should not be added to your tally but should b9 given 
to the person re spon si ble for the area where the bi rd s were seen. 

11. t\t the end of the day, please fill out both sides of the·o:t:ficial tally sheet and 
give it to tne compiler. Also, please indicate the assigned arda and attach descriptions 
of unu aial sightings. All tally sheets mu st be received by the ·compiler the evening of 
the count in order to be counted. ,· .- 

UNUSUAL .SIGHTING.S 
··i 

All unusual sightings need to be documented. .atch documentation should include 
Name of person making the identification, ! 
Nemes of all others Who saw the bird, 
\�hen and where the bird was seen, . . 
How far away the bird was (epproximately)i, i 
What the lighting conditions were, · 
'what the bird was doing and how long it W:as observed, 
What field marks and coloration were obser��d, 
Any other information pertaining to the d.ie4i sion of 

the species of the bird in question. ,11 
I 
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UNu.$1.JAL .SIGHTINGS (continued) 
The following species are unusual for Howard Oounty May Counts and need to 

be documented. First, all sp�g�� not on the official check list (enclosed in 
this mailing) are considered:' .Second, all the following species which have been 
seen on four or fewer Howard County May Counts in the last 10 years are considered 
unusual and should be documented: 

Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, American Bittern, 
Cattle �ret, Black or Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Glossy Ibis, Green-winged 'l'eal, 
American Black Alck, Blue-winged Teal, .Northern >ihoveler, Gadwall, knerican Vligeon, 
Canvasback, Ring-necked Alck, Greater or Lesser .$caup, &lff lehead, Common Merganser, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy l:Alck, Merlin, Wild Turkey, ,Sora, American Coot, 
,Sanderling, ..iemipalmated .sandpiper, white-rumped ,Sandpiper, Pectoral ,Sandpiper, 
.short or l.ong-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's fhalarope, Bonap:arte1 s Gull, Herring Gull, 
Saatern >icrsech-Owl, Chuck-will' a-widow, Common Nighthawk, Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Yellow-bellied. .sapsucker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Fly 
catcher, Black-capped Chickadee, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren, Golden 
orowned Kinglet, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Water fipit, Loggerhead >ihrike, i'hiladdphia 
Vireo, Bay-breasted Warbler, Wilson Is Warbler, auDmar Tanager, Dickci ssel, American 
Tree .Sparrow, .i.d.ncoln1s .Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird anc;i any other species you suspect 
may never have been seen on the Howard Oounty lJi.ay Count. 

• * * • * * • * * * • * * • • • • * • • 

MAY COUNT TALLY PO"rWCK TO BE HS:LD AT DON & JAN MNDL.31.S 

Although it is not necessary to attend the tally in order to participate in 
the May Oount, many birders find that the get-together in the evening is a pleasant 
and satisfying way to end one of the best birding days of the year. It provides 
an excellent opportunity to share your best sightings, find out what others saw, 

--11rrd: p-.rhaps relate tha -t-hril-l -oi---se-ei-ag-� sp,e.cio� :t'o.r-'.-.t.h.&xacy_first_time. _Any_ 
one who participates in the Oount is welcome at ttte tally (incluci.ing feeder 
watchers). Call Jan Randle 5}1-6296 to let her know the number coming and your 
choice of food to share. Counters begin gathering any time after 5 :;SO p.m.; 
dinner usually bagins between 6'a}0-7 :00 p.m. 

If' you are unable to attend the tally, arrange to drop off your results at 
the tally or arrange with faul to phone results to him either at the tally or 
later in "the avening at his home. This will enab l e him to meet the state deadline 
witb his compilation. All participants will receive a copy of the reS'..tlts and 
highlight So . . 

• map to aid you in locating the Randle' s home is printad on the reverse si.d e 
ot this sheet. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
·Zelda .Simon 

Anneke Davis will teach a nature photography course meeting at the Florence 
Bain -isnior Center sponsored by Howard County MOi. The course begins 1-iay 1, and 
will meet Mondays and Thursdays from 7 :}0-9 :}O p.m. through June } ( except for 
Meorial Day). The three week, six session course will nav� a fee between i25-4o 
depending on the number of students enrolled. The class will operate at an inter- 

1o;ediate level; bo,.....er, if there are beginners who are interested in enrolling, 
•nneke will arrangs a single sassion prior to lviay l} to introduce students to their 
cam•ras. Topics eovare.d will be determined by the interests of the group. wt of 

, tbis class sOIQe ._er field trips may be arranged. To register, call Zelda Simon 
\......, at 7}0-8}28 no later then May 5. 

Cedar Waxwing by Grazina McClure. 
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Qonald & Janet Randle 
6-424 Lochridge Road 
Telephone 5�1-6'96 

Howard County Ghapter MOS 
10617 Greeloch Road 
Laurel, KD 20707 
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