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VIBGINii BAIL TANGL&i WITH FiNOI - fROVID§ B.BX>ORD. AND iSf'IOIMIN 

Mark Wallace recently passed along a lovely specimen of an adult Virginia Rail. 
It wa• found April 27, 1984, with its toot caught in a barbed. wire fence near a 
mall mar•h by Jaokaon. Oole whose property is at the corner of :auhy fark and Da.i8f 
Roads in we.tern Howard Oounty. The rail died aoon atter diaoovory. Mr. Oole froze 
the specimen because hie wito was intere�ed in painting it. It turned out to be 
the third county record and first specimen. 

MOS RUF.ARCH GRANr.S AVAILABLi 

lach year MOS make grants available tor ornitbological research. It you would 
like to apply tor atch a grant, request an application from Miirgaret Jones, Re•earch 
Committee Chairman, Rt. 1, Box }25, Golts, MD 216}7. Applications must be received 
by the.cammittee by January 15, 1985. 

, I 

GIOBGBl OUSELL DIZi APTER &iORT ILLN&ss 

The Howard Oounty Chapter notes with a deep senae of loss the unexpected death 
of George R. Oaasell who was the taxidermist for our collection of over 100 specimens. 
George helped us in 1977 when the chapter began its collection and continued to, work 
with us mounting ekina at a modest fee. This enabled us tov afford an educational out 
reach that otherwis•. �ould have been prohibitively expensive. Taxidermy was a hobby 
Which he exercised tor the benefit of many of the MOS chapters besides other groups. 
Birds of prey were hie special interest and his basement workspace contained many he 
bad collected or traded over the yea�s. Re leaves a rare legacy for the specimens he 
mounted will continue to be seen and appreciated. tor many years to come. ,a,.bject to 
official Board approval at the November .meeting, the final bird he mounted. for us 
earlier thi a year, a atrt acoter, will be designated by the chapter as a .m.uorial in 
grateful r•cbrance ot George• a acill and generosity. 

MOS MATCHING GRANT DRIVS: CILL NS&DS DONATIONI 

MOS President Martha Oheatc report, that a little over '800 baa been donated. to 
the .matching grant offer detailed in the last newsletter. Although fl500 is the min 
imum goal, 12000 .rais,d by MOi Wi/11 result in a 12500 contribution by the anonymous 
donor. '.rhe dead.line baa been extended to .Dec. ,1, 1984, so it, between now and the end 
of the year1you are planning your charitable contributions, consider a tax-deductible 
donatiorr,to the Maryland Ornithological oiociety • .S.nd checks to Mary Love, lxecutive 
.Secretary, 107;5 Cordage Walk, Oolumbia, MD 21044. 



HAVI YOO VIiSITID THI RJIJYOLING OINT� Ylt? 
' 

-;· Th• Howard Bird Olub recently received ita tiret quarterly check in the Qou.nt ot 
116.oo troa the Athelaa Institute on Dobbin Road tor material• recycled by olub m•bera 
during the quarter ending ,ieptmi ber ,o • &lumim.am can•, new sprint, bim etal oan •, ancl 
glaaa are aco•pted. Oaah tor the aluminum oana can be obtained, but the other itmia 
oan only be oredited toward a group whioh baa registered. We appreciate the ettorta 
ot tboae people wbo have already made it a habit to save and recycle itmia. Pl•••• 
••parate brown troa green glaaa (clear oan go with either group) and rmiove any metal 
rings or oapa. 

To reaob the oenter, drive east from Route 29 on Route 175 tor 2i mile• to the 
light at Dobbin Road. Turn right on Dobbin Rel. and proo�•cl � mile. The reoyoling 
oenter ia on your left in the building just beyond #6625. Pollow the driveway to the 
third large doorway on the left aide ot the building where you oan back in 80 that 
your it•• oan be unloaded. (There are uaially aigna on both Dobbin Rel. and at the 
doorway.) Kon.-.aat. 10 100 .a.m.-2 100 p.m. Let them know that you would like all or a 
portion ot your material credited to the Howard Bird Olub. You will reoeive a receipt 
whioh oan be used to verify a donation tor tax purposes. Make it a habit to recycle� 
the lancltill will benefit and 80 will we. Q.uestions'l .Oall 992-42,4 • zs» "V-. 

.. Jbring the autumn migration, several yellow/black coded neck-collared Oanacla 
Geeae bave been reported in Howard Oounty. These collared geese are part of a tbr•• 
year banding project. It you aee 9.lch a goose, record the band number and oall Marty 
Oheatm, 1,0-1527. Neckband code and color, along with habitat and number ot ge••• 
aeen at.the aame time should be reported. Marty can also provide observation torma it 

---·-- you •N l&t-ere-eted-!n- purati-ng this. as• winter PJ!O�t:.! - _ · -- .-- - ------ --- ·"·------·-·-\-..../ 

DIADl..INI F(i\ THI JMruiRY-PSBRUARY NilN.$WTliJ\ I.S Dal>i)(B.liift 15, 1964. ND.SWTiR ITiMI 
M Wll,l, Aa •UTUMN MIGRATI(lf DAT.iii (WI D�. 15) ;SHOOLD Bl MAII..iD � J'HeiflD TO JO 
oiOLIM, 10617 GBAIUJOH RD., IAURIL, MD 20707; Tll.. 725-50'7• 

1985 JOINT IBBA - NIB8' MlittING IN OHB:VY OHAoil 
Th• 1985 joint lastern Bird-Bancling •s80ciation--Northeaatern Bird-Banding ••80- 

ciation Annual Meeting will be held at the National 4-H Center in Ohevy O.llaae, MD, 
April 26-28, 1985. The meeting will ofter f'onial and in:t'onial paper eeuiona, poster 
cli9Play1, workshop, on banding, special evening slide preaentationa, banding d.•onstr 
tiona and bird. walk a. Por registration ·inf'oniation and detail a, oontact J-eg and John. 
Barber, 80} Glen Allen Drive, Baltimore, MD 21229. This meeting ia co-apon80red by 
the .Micl�tlantio Bird-Banding Group and the Maryland Ornithological .society. &uia 
tanoe in registering participants is needed. It you can donate time, call Marty 
Oheat•, 1,0-1527 o : 

WANT re .al'NO M HCJJR <»\ TWO flR '1111( OR MONTH DOING VOWNTEiR WORK FOR• Nctf-fRC,IT 
OQN,SIRVATI<* CI\GANIZATION? CALL THI NORTH •MIRIOAN BWiBIRD .SOO�lrY IN NSARB'! NORTH- 
'1t,C iRN MOOGOMIRY OOONTY. .L(jQAL OALL FOR MANY HO.ARD ooom IAN.s IN OR NMR OOWMBU. <:> 

(}O l) -}84-2 798. 



oiLINDAR 

.1RSX,RAMI - 7145 p.m. Longfellow S:lementary achool, 5470 Hesperus Drive, Oolu.mbia, Mn. 
' Notea Meeting is canceled it schools officially close beaau,e ot inclement 

weather or tor other emergencies. 
8 - • BIRDS 0, AMIRIOA 1 .soMI fflOif:a:R, aoMi nRiaH' Dr. llavid Thorndill. Dr. 

Thorndill, who is a member of the biology department at IHex Oouunity 
Oollege, will discus, some ot the 1peoie1 which have thrived and others 
which have disappeared because ot man's presence.· 

....._ Dec. 1, - "BilW RIHABILITATimf Jane Zuke. Miniatering to the pbf1ical probl•• ot 
Ttaar. bird, that are hurt, crippled, or exhausted takes patience, luclc, experience, 

and a rapport with the patient. Jane will share aome other ta1cinating and 
eometime1 tunny experiencea. ,She may bring a Uve bird ot prey with her. 

PIILD TRIN - Tripi tor the coming year are being planned around the area, ot natural 
history identified in our mmberahip questionnaire complet.ecl last tall. 

It you did. not complete· the questionnaire and have atggestions tor field trip1 or would 
be 1.ntere.ted in leading a field trip, please call Linda Harsy, Field Trip Ohairman at 
489-51,1. As in the past, carpooling is encouraged with riders sharing the co.t ot ga1 
and toll,. Leaders may cancel the trip due to inclement weather. It in doubt, call 
the leader (it pbone number is listed) or Linda Haray. 'Pield trips leave trom Gr•pler 
Realty parking lot (across from the Plier building on Little ,-tuxent .f'arkway in Col 
umbia) unless otherwise indicated. Dress tor field work with ,tout, reasonably water 
proof tootgear and layer, ot clothing. Trips do not always follow paths. No peta. 

Nov. , - :rINIX RUN'. Leaders Wayne .straight. .Ai day trip to a natural area in 
.sat. Oarroll Oounty. Leave Grempler parking lot at 7145 a.m. tor a 2-, hour walk. 

It you have a scope, bring it8;better view of lake can be abared. It you 
have questions, call Linda 489-51,1 • 

. 1 - BOMBAY HOOK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 00.S TRIP. Leader a Ohuclc JA.\pree. Co 
GJWAA�eo._wt3J1JJ.o�a_rd=9�.fl.!ltt.,�.�_t&!K!.!-��'!-l\U_!! al_td11.y �-! trip to obHrve 
wintering waterfowl, birds ot' prey, etc. · tee. Por�-fn�ariilit!e>n,- conault.-Rec. 
& Parka tall circular or call 992-248,. 

»eo. 9 - LAKI ILICHORN WALK. Leader• Iva &lnell, 995:...0029. Meet at Grempler at 9115 
.a.&n. a.m. or 9a}O a.m. at Lake lUkborn at the bridge below the dam on Broken Land 

Parkway. i day. Wintering birds. 
� Oeo. 22 - TRIADSLJIHIA OHRI.s?MM OOONT. Compiler• Bob Whitcomb, 299-5215 evening• or 

.sat. ,44-2,,9 work. nawn to dark count ot all birds seen or heard. ,-rt ot the 
day p_articipants and beginners. who wish to go with experienced birde�e are 
welcome. Meet tor evening meal 6100 p.m. or later and stay tor the tally 
at tbe Olney Ale House. Fee goes toward publication of national results. 

BQIRD Miit 00 
Nov. 28 - 1,,0 p.m. at Iva .a.&nell's,·67,0 Oarlinda Ave. (Allview). Note the Wednesday 
Wed. rather than Thursday meeting. Oall 995-0029 tor directiona. 

Of LS IN MY BACKYARD - 11.leen Clegg 

Id, Notea For the paat two breeding 19asons 1:1.leen and John Olegg have bad the 
good fortune to watch a pair of Barred. OWls neat in a tree behind :their home in the 
long Reach area ot Columbia. The ne.st location is 81.lch that they are able to Ht up 
a tele•oope in their living room and keep a contiauou, watch on the nesting owls. 
Not only is it fascinating to observe the birds, b.lt their presence illu,trates moat 
graphically the·tolerance t'or tuunan activity that animals exhibit it the habitat meet• 
their need,. iileen1s brief diary of activity at the nest site during 1984 is repro- 
duced below. · 

� � Nov. 
'?bur. 



_ • warm •pell early in 1984 encouraged a pair of Barred OWl• to begin reproduotive 
aot,ivity one month earlier than in 198}. The same cavity in a beech tree was u•ed 
as a nest Ii te both years. The cavity 1 s approximately ,5 • above the ground be aide 
a stream in a narrow strip of mature beeoh tore st. The opening 1, a •lit per hap• , 1 

long 'b.at wide enough to admit an adult owl. 

Peb. 1, - Heard owla calling, eirening. 
Peb. 22 - Heard owls calling. 
Peb. 2,-29 - .aaw an owl in the nesting cavity each day. 
Peb. 28 - Uatally the owl, when inside the cavity, tacea the opening ., that we oan 

aee the taoe and muob of the bod.y. Today, aft.er a raip storm, I •w that the owl 1 • 
baok faced the opening. It• tail and one wing jut.t,d. from the caYity to catch the 
IUD1 • raya tor i't, appeared to be drying itself. (We later obserYed tbia activity 
aeveral tiaea; always aft.er a rain.) 

Ma.r. �-17 - Pmale owl �een daily in cavity. 
Mar. 17 - aaw male owl near nest site. 
Mar. 2, - &n owl seen eating a bird carcass. 
Mar. 28 - OWl flew oft nest around dullk. 
Mare ,1 - Orowa drove owl ott the nest tor ,o minutes or moreJ looked like there were 

2-, egg•, po sai bly one young; vi si bi. li ty bad. 
Apr. l - owl ott nest again around 6aOO p.m., du.ale • 
.Apr. , - Owl flew ott nest, 2 youngt Blue Jay feathers in nest. 
Apr. 4 - Owl ate a flicker, teat.here in nest; male owl flaw up from stream beneath 

the nest tree about duak. 
Apr. 6 - Owl perched in cletensi ve posture Within the cavity 'b.at above the nest. With 

ita wing• aiul talons apreacl it managed to till the opening protecting itself and 
the young against the crowa that were harassing it. 

Apr. 7 - Maybe., young; could definitely see 1. 
•pr. 19 - It' a d.etinite--2 you�J! Both parenta and YO\lng sigh1,ed. ... . 
Apr;-2Z-.;;-.-1ter"'1iliifl.Y• - ·aa:ta, · .. rntf;"""'.'IRllil 1int--n•1t1 wnttier�-- a,, young -owl--htti ---'-..._/ 

the nest or waa puahed out by sibling at noon. Glided to the ground and took 
refuge in hollow of nest tree at ground level. Tried repeatedly (and unatcceaa 
tully) to climb nest tree. Atter aeveral hour• the fledged. owl clillecl a nearby 
... pliag to a height of 151 • 

.Apr. 2, - 6 aOO p.11. .second. nestling lett the nesting cavity J behavior IIIJlle aa the 
tir.t. one. 

Apr. 24 - 5-6 aOO P••• Weather conditions nasty--rain and oold. Wood.y Martin diabecl 
2 aeparate trees to band the perched young.· (Note that the banding date in 198, 
w'-• May 19.) The young owls were 20-2.5• above the ground. Pive birder• viewed. 
the banding from below and photographs were taken. A small ti ah was found between 
the ne.rt. tree and the stream. Woody cut it into pieces and fed it to the young 
who accepted it greedily. Adult owls watched from a beech tree 75-1001 away. They 
made two passes at us wt did not come close enough to cause concern. 

•pr. 25 - Young owls were seen branching all day and gliding to lower branches. larly 
in the morning one young owl was seen on the neighbor's root. 

•pr. ,O - •w l ,young 200-,001 south ot nest tree; parents nearby to teed it. 
May l - ila.W l young owl and a parent in th8 aame Vicinity. 
larly May - Young and parents aeen and heard. intermittently. 
&ug. 18 - 'today John remoTed a st.arling1 s ne.t. from the exhaust tan ot our house •• 

well •• that ot our neighbor. Ho discarded. the nests at the edge ot the woods 
behind the house. 6 aOO p.m. •n adu.lt owl ,wooped down twice to pick up starling 
nestling• wbioh were only 201 from where we sat with guests on our deck. Very 
dramatic! 

'?be owla were seen and heard throughout the 1U111111er and autumn--•• recently aa Oct. 1,th. 
• < • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Unattributed drawings are courtesy ot the u • .s. Fiah 8o Wildlife iiervio•, u ... _».pt. 
ot the Interior. 



KINCH.tlr f<* ii\ - Jon i. Boone, illustrated by the author 

·l g•t a kiolc out of kinglet a. They' re among our mallest bi:rda, 1111aller than 
\.........- warblers and wrena. To ••• them survive the coldest wint•r day ia to SH hope for 

our own wrvi val. 

Th• tllme-lik• colora of \heir crowns giv• web an illusion of warmth that it 
nearly prevents frostbite. They behave aa if they're alway• late tor an appointment, 
continually on th• mov•, darting, hovering, th•n streaking away. They prefer conifers, 
but in migration can be seen in nearly any habitat. 

linaleta clo not n•at in Howard Oounty. Ruby-crown•d JU.nghts uwally appear 
around the •nd ot .aeptmber and are a very common b1:rd 'thrdugh October and mo8t ot 
Bov .. ber. After Thanksgiving, Ruby-crowns uwally disappear from th• region only 
to reappear in great numbers on April Fools' Day. By cont:raai, Oold•n-crowned Kinglet• 
beo011• abundant in mid-October and stay in our area throughout the wint•r• They roam 
in mixed woods in .-all flocka--trom four to twenty birda--otten in the company at 
ohiolcad•••, nuthatch••, and Downy Woodp•okers. 

Kinglet.a are almoai entirely insectivorous. Ruby�crowna have been known to 
visit feeders tor occasional fruit. Th•r• ia no evidence that Golden-orowna con,um• 
quantitiea of carbohydratea. They are protein connoisseurs. Both kinglet• are 
gleane:raJ their thin, pointed bills make excellent tools tor excavating the ••lleat 
crevicea in tree bark and conifer needles. These birdlets comb the toreata tor winter 
food, hovering like moths at the and of a pine bough just to catch a morsel. Kinglet• 
eat tuge amounts ot ineeot larv••· Thia volume ot potential inaecta taken in the win 
ter by birda like kinglet.a keep in cheolc the actual number ot insects during apring 
and 1w111ur. 

For bird watchers, the Ruby-crowned Kinglet ia e�sier to ·aee and approach. Ita 
true 8ignat.ure is a hu llcy, scolding • ja-di t" call n'ote ao 111pi sh ·1 t. out., tor: it. re 
sponds quiokly. Notice how mall the bird is. Look for th• whit.• •Y• rin&, which 
gives th• bird a wide-eyed appearance. Note the two white wingbar1 and the dark band 



beneath the aeoond w1ngbar. It will be unuaial, particularly in the tall, tor the 
ma�e' a brilliant ruby crown patch to be aeen. In apring, when two males oonverge in 
migration, their crowns are often revealed, first as a anall red line, then a tuf't, 
and finally as a 11Wirling f'irey f'an--all these accompanied by an astonishingly beau 
tiful, powert'ul song. 

You will typically have a more difficult time with the Golden-crown. It staya 
higher in the trees and is of'tei'l resistant to apishing. Its diatinctive, very high 
pit.ched call note, "zee-zee-zee," almost always delivered rapidly and in triplicate, 
givea the bird away. In December, when you are in a glade, listen tor this call- 
particularly when you see a chickadee. 

J.d.ke the Raby-crown, the Golden-crown is olive-brown above, light colored on 
the breast. It baa the thin bill and White wingbare, tut it has a white line through 
and over the eye� Atop that is a thick black • eyebrow.• The female ha• a lmaon-yel 
low crown which is always visible--when the bird moves into the right position. {Your 
neok Vill uaially stitf'en · before that happens.) The male Golden-crown, like hi• 
cousin, does not always display his orange-red central crown feathers. Normally, only 
the yellow ahows. Most f'ield guides neglect this fact. Oonaequently, a lot ot bircl 
watcher• in this area believe they have seen only female Golden-crowns, tut a practiced 
eye can uaially spot some orange. And, much more of'ten than his cousin, the Golden- 

. crown will allow bi• colors to shine forth. I call him oustos f'lammae, the keeper 
ot the flame. The Winds and snows of' January authenticate the title ot this 11Regulus,11 

--this little king. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
HAVI YOO PlAOID YOOR .aa:m .aALi (IU)B:Rf If' IT HA.a aLIWiD YOOR MIND, CALL IILS:IN OlillDCJ 
•t 1,0-4,62 TODAY 1 (IU)EB,i MU.st BE IN BY NOV.a:MBim ,RD. PIOKUP Ia NOVB:MBER lOTH. 

'I 

Howard Oounty Ohapter MOi 
10617 Graeloob Rd. 
Leurel., Maryland 20707 


