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GOOD BJ'l' NCYr GR�T - HO'i�ARD COUNTY BIRD. LI-Sr, 198} David Holmes 

C'A.lr little. landlocked county in the i>ielimont boasted 2oa species of birds acceptably 
reported in 198}. To the novice, perhaps this is amazing; the variety possibls right 
around home is a delight. To the rarities seeker it may bee bit ho•hum since lB2 of' 
these birds have been reported in each of the f'ive years we have .been writing up tho list. 
a.it, you haven't heard about the other 2l.... ·ro the experienced local, it means this 
was a very average year. Our high list we s 1982 1 s 2.l.2 and our low was tho 201 in 198.l 80 
this was actually on the lower end of the scale. We did not have the good fortune of low 
water in Triadelphia Reservoir during f'all migration as we had in 1982 end the shorebird 
list ri,f'locts this change. The f'all brought, only one rarity (and one possible rarity) 
and only one notable flight species, Black-capped Chickadees, which irrupted in numbers 
for the :f'ir st time since before our yearly reports began. It we s not only Howard County; 
all of the region has bun rat.her··un•x,eiting this past year. 

Ono species was added to the county list this year, as yet unofficially, pending ac 
ceptance by the Maryland Rare Birds Records Committee. 'Xhis was a Wilson's Plover on 
Triadelphia Reservoir in .September. The landfill gulls enjoyed another year of our trash 
with Glaucous, ·Iceland, and both Great and i,esser Black-backed being reported for a seccnd 
calendar yaar. Has anyone checked the landfill in 1984? A Glossy Ibis appeared briefly 
on the l•lay Count for .a third county record and e probable Baird Is Sen�er 9��l�t ha!� _ 
5H'n ,.-�--ncond record (ir tf'ie Oc5mmftte"�f1iooept i the ::ri.ret on'e) �- &>me very nice detail a 
were submitted on this bird, but some very important features Wdre left out--enough 80 the 
record would not make it through the State aecords Committee. Another probable but uncon 
firmed species was the Ruffed Grouse which provided a brief and unsatisfying view in the 
fatapsoo Valley in aepte.mber. Details submitted were excellently done but the bird did 
not allow a definitive observation. 

The regular warblers were all present, but the irregular i>rothonotery and Oolden 
winged were missed. �r duck list stays complete mostly through the efforts of Mark wal 
lace whose coverage of' farm ponds and the reservoir is superb. Jon a:. encl, Jon K. Boone 
al so did more duck work this year and this is a welcome development. 

Lists were submitted by the Boones, Marty Cheatem, Jane Farrell, Alice Grant, David 
J>ardoe, Jo .SOlem, and Mark Wallace. Chris wdwig and May Count observers turned in sin- 
gle unusual records. Do remember that the more eyes we have looking, the more birds we 
get spotted. Do remember too that people want to know if you find something interesting. 
U,,$3: TH& Ta:LEPHONa: IMM:l:DIAT&LY so others can share the pleasure or confirm an identification. 
Blllck-capped Chickadee and Glaucous Gull are quality for the 1984 list already, the ducks 

_are moving, the land birds are starting. &njoy yourselves and report it! If you have 
SHn any species not shown on the following list, please contact me at T;0-708}. 
id, Nots, Names and arrangement of species is according to the newest A.o.u. Check-list. 
Old names are shown in parentheses where there might be some conf'usiono. 
i, Comoli I.con 1,. Canlda Cloo se 29. llUactuaw 4,. Bz!oad•w1n1•• Hawk 
2. l'hd·b1llad Grabo 16. ilooci .uok ,o. C011111on Goldontyt 44. Rod-taUtd H1wk ,. Horned Guba 17. Clrt•n-wingod Toil '1. a.i.ttlthud 4,. Amor1oan Xntr•l ... �uble-orutad Coniorant 18. Allortcan Black IAi.ok ,,. l!oodad ,ior1•nHr 46. korlin ,. GrHt Blue Heron 19. lolalhrd ,,. Common Mor1•n Hr 47. Ring-n1ok1d l'hea .. nt 
6. GrHt, lent 20. Nonhorn P1nta1l ,4, Rad•bra•�•d M•r1•n11r i.a. Nonh1rn Bobwhit·•· 
7. ,Snowy icnt ar, �lue-w1 ngld 'hel :>5, J;l,lddy lA&ok 49. Common Moorh,n (0, G1llinule) a. lol.ttlt Blue Heron "'· �orth1rn .fihoval1r ,o. 9laoic Vulture ,o. Allerioan Coo\ 

\,,,,,(' 9, c1uh £gra\ 2,. Qadw1l1 n. Turicar Vulture ,1. ltilaon1 a Plover 
10. Gra•n·b•okad (Gr11n) Heron 24. Amtrioan 'tiigton ,a. Uaprey '2, o$emipalai1\1d Plovar 
11. Bl,1ok•orown1d lli&ht-Heron 2,. Canva1b1ck 59. :11;,rth.rn Harri.Ir », K1lld11r �. QlOHf tbil 26, Redhaad 40. �harp�thinn,d Hawk ,4. Greater Yallowh11 
1}. Tund:ra (w hi at lin1) ,iwan 27. Ring-n,okad lAlck 41. C<,oper1 a Hawk ,,. i.eaaer hllowhg1 
14. t-uta ...,.n (no\ Col, laku) 28, J..aner �oaup �. 1,� l·· .,houlden<i !iawle ,6. .aol1\ary ..sandpiper 



,1. ,Spotted. .sand.piper si,. wall\ Flyoat.oh1r 1,9. l11hr Pipit. l6ci. Hooded Warbltr ,a. Upl1,nd ..sandpiper 94. .Cuhrn Phoebe 1,0. Ceder 't,1xwl.n1 167. WU eon'• jlarbltr ,9. oiHalipalmated .$andpip•r 9,. Great. Crea\ed Flyoatchar 1,1. 1.irop11n .st.•rling ioa. Oan1<1a Warbler 
60. wall\ ..sandpiper 96. �11\ern Kingbird 1,�. ilhit•-•r•d Vireo 1£9. Yellow-breaated Chet 
si, hot.oral aandpip•r 97. Horned i..ark 1,,. ...olitary Vireo 110. &ulrur Tanager 
62. Co11111on &lip• 98. Jl\.irple Mar't.in 1,4. hllow-throYt.ed Virto l71, .S01rht. 1'1n11er 6,. t\merio•n woodooolc 99. ·rrae ..i111llow 1,;. 'urbling Vireo 112-. Nort.hern Cardinal 
64. l'\1n1-bUltd G1tll ice, Northern l'\o1.111n•wina,,4 ,ll,l1llow 1,0. fled-•y•d Viroo 11,. flo�a-br11a\14 Gro1be1k o,. l!err:l.ng GI.Ill lOl. Bank ...,,Uow 1,1. 811.1•-winged warbler 174. 811.11 Grolbelllc 
66 • loehnd G1.1ll 102. Clift .SWa�low ,l}d. Tenn,1111 Warbler 11,. lndS.10 l.lnt1n1 , , , .. .:» . . 1}9. Nashville Wlrbler . > ':67� , w11er Blaok-b•olc•d G1.1ll 10,. Bun $,allow 176 • lil.lto1.1a-lid1i \'�" 
68. Gl11.1001t I G1.1ll 104. Bl1.11 Jay 14o, Northern P•Nlll 177. Am1rio1n Tr,, ip1r1"ilw 
69. Great Bllolc-b1clc1d G1.1ll 105. American Crow 141. Yellow \tlerbler 178, Chippin1 olip1rrow 70. lio clc l)oy. 106, Fi sh Crow ii.a. Oha.tn1.1t-1ided warbler 179. P11ld ;iparrow n. �.01.1rnin1 l:love 107. Sl1ck-01pp1d Oh�ckadee l�. Ma,nolia Warbler !BO. Vuper ,ip•rrow �- Ibale •billecl Cl.lckoo 108. Carolin• Cnick•dH 144. C1y1 May Warbler l.111, 4avennah ,lparrow 
7'. Y ellow-b:L lled Cll.clcoo 109. 't1.1thd Ti \mOll H 14;. Black-throat.ad 811.11 '�arbler 182. Graaihopper ,lip1rroli 
74. 0011111:>n Barn-owl no, iieoi-breuted ,;11th1tch l4o. Yellow-Nmped. ftarbler l8}. Fox .aparrow 1,. £a.tern .SOrHoh-OWl n i, 'llihits-lireuhd N11thltoh 147. Blloic-throated �rHn '111rbl.r 184. ,iong ,iptrrov 
76, Groat Horn1d owl 1.2. Srown Oneper llt6. 8l1clcburni1n li1rbl1r 18,. .awamp ,Sparrow 
77. Jarrad OWl ll}. 01ro:1n1 \'tren 149. Y1llow-thro1t1d warbler 186. white-throated ,$p•rrow 
78. C0111111on :aghthawk ll4. Ho1.1111 llren 150. Pin, \tlarbhr 187. lihite-orowned 4parrow 
79. Whip•poor-will u,. 'flint.er Wran 1,1. Prairie Warbler l.88. Dlrk-ey,d J1.1nco 
80. Ohimney Sllitt U6. Golden•orowned Kinglet 15'. , i'llm W1rbhr l89. Bobolink, 
81. fluby-thro1ted 11.mmingbird. 117. R1.1by-orowned Kinglet, .15,. Bay•bre11t.ed warbler iso, a,d-11in1•d Blackbird 
62. Belted Kingtish•r ll8 .• 811.11-gray Gnetoatcher 154, Bl1alcpoll Warbler 191. la.tern x .. dowlarlc e,. R1d-h11ded Woodp1oker us, 31 et.em Bl1.11b1rd. 1,,. OeNlean Warbler 192. ii.1.111\y Bllok!:ird. 
e4. l\ed•btllied Woodpecker .t.?o .• v .. ry 1'6, Bllok•and•whi h J'11rbhr 19). Oomm9n Gr•clcle a,. Y1llo11-b1ll11d. .sap111ok1r lill. Grsy-cheeked ThN•h 157., American Redatart 194. Brown�h11d1d. Oovtird . ao. l:lowny •oodp,cktr iaa, 4'1•1naon1 • 'thr1.1ah i;e. llorm•11tin1 warbler .9, • Qrohucl Oriole 

, 87. n1iry Woodpecker 12.,. l!enit ThN•h l!i?, OV111bird 196. Northern (Dalt.imore) Orioh ee, Northern Flicker �4. ilood ThNah 160. r1orth1rn ••tertnNah 197. J'l.lrph P1noh · 
89. til11t1d Woodpeclc,r J.£,. American Robin 161. 1.o11isi1na WeterthNlh 198. !IOIIH F:l.nah 
So, Jaatern Wood-tewee 1'6. Gray Oat.bird �. K1nt1.1clcy Warbler 1:,9. Pin• ai*in 
91. Ao1di1n ;1yo1toh1r 127. Northern Mockingbird 16,. Conneat1a1.1t Warbler 200. Am1r101n Goldtinoh sa, 111Uow Flyc1tchar i;.s. Brown Thrasher 164. Mo�rning warbler acr, �•ning Groab•alc 16,. C0&con Y•llawthro•t .:ca. Ho1111 ap1rrow 

.. It• 7 !::'::;?)" , rJJ A•.3, .5 ... ,,, ........ 

BANDING BIRU.S OF PR� IN H°",A.RD OOUIHY 

�oh year �ioody Hartin from the Patuxant hesearch Center band s nestling hawks and 
owls in the county. If you find nests of birds of prey and would like the young banded,. 
caU Jo .so·1ero, r-::,-50;7� l�ycru-would lik;;i to observe bandd ng s (probably early .May be- <::> 
tween 5 a}0-7 ,OQ p.m.) oall Baa l'iewkirk, 496-1902, and leave your name. 

A 4-session birding course (� Lect.ur e s, d. field trips) will be offered in liiay by 
the Howard County Departl'.ilent of hec r-eut i on and Pa rk s, The sessions are designed for tho 
beginner who wants to know some of the basic aspects of' bird watching. 'l'he field trips 
will be held on weekends at a time ag r e ed upon by a major.Hy of the olass members. Jo 
..SOlern is the instructor. For rogi atration information, check the Rec � Parks spring. 
brochure which will be mailed to each home soon. 

h/lRE BIRD AL:m:tl' CATCh:1$ HARH1S1 S.PA.khOo 

'l'hosa members who wanted to be advised of rare birds in thd area were notified in 
February that a Harris' .Sparrow was coming to a feeder in Carroll County. After que s 
tionable road conditions can c e Ll e d on e trip, most of those interested were able to see 
the bird the weekend of February 10-ll, '£hanks to Bea Newkirk and her tear:o of calhrs, 
Joan Varga, Barba.rs uoarnberger, Marjorie ,,;ountjo;y, and ilise Seay. ·, 

Some individuals on the hare Bird Abrt comp La i.ne d that they had not received any 
calls in at least a year. '!'his is true. hany of t he unusual birds that show up here 
are Hen only briefly and do not stay long enough to alert other birders. &me we learn 
about long after they have left. Unfortun'ately, others may show up at locations where 
birders are not welcome. : If any individuals are interested in comparing Caroline. and 
Black-capped Chickadees after reading Jon Boone's description in this newsletter, call 
Jan or Don Randle, 5}1-�96, to er r ang e a v i ai t to their feeders. '-" 



CAL&NDAR 

i'hOOR/ll•.iS - 7 :45 p s m , Longfellow llamentary School, 5470 Hesperus �rive, Columbia, l•W. 
Note: l•ieeting is canceled if schools officially close because of inclement 
weather or for other emergencies. 

l·i.rs. �inn will talk about local 
in the book she compiled from his 

Mar. 
Thur. 

8 - 11vdldflowers of Howard County" - Ruth �inn. 
wildflowers as depicted by her late husband 
watercolors. ( �lvl- SYvo''''') 

""' A 12 11 u • T · t h d n· t II D · d H l .,... l l t n ' d apr. - �1ngers, w1 c ers, an ulp-ou s - av1 · o mes. �ver-popu ar ec urer uavi 
Thur., takes us to &lgland for an evening with the birds and birders. 

May } - 
Thur. 

...,,,__ 
May 5 - 
.£at. 

' Mar. 10 - 
.sat. 

"" Mar. 18 - 
.&ln. 

Mar. 25 - 
-&.tn. 

ot. \ \1,..� Apr. 7 - 
.sat. 

" Apr. 29 - 
�-c a,11.--- 

Flii:U) TRIPS - Field trips leave from Grempler Realty parking lot (aero ss from. the Flier 
atilding on Little Fatuxent Parkway in Columbia) unless otherwise indicatedo 

Linda Harsy, 489-51;1, heads the Field '!'rip Committee. Lea de r may cancel under severe 
weather conditions. If you have que st i on s, ca LL, Carpooling continues with riders 
sharing� and toll costs. Dress for field work with stout, reasonably waterproof foot 
gear end layers of clothes. Trips do no� always follow marked paths. No pets. 

ANNUAL forWCK/.SLID� SHOl't NIGii'r at Florence Bain .Senior Center (see last mailing 
for details). Cell l�ionika 465-5758 by l4onday, March 5, to make reservations • 
SIGNS OF .si>hING. Leader: Jo Solem, 725-50}7. Check for signs of spring along 
the Middle Fatuxent off Kindler Rd. Meet at Grempler Realty l:15 p.m. -it day • 
:faths may be muddy, l to 2 miles, not all level ground. 
SAu\:VlAND�h .S�ROH. Leader, Herb Harris. Herb will take us to Patapsco state 
Pa rk for salamanders (and perhaps frogs, for you peeper seekers). Meiet at 
Grempler at 6:}0 p.m. Bring a good flashlight & wear waterproof boots. 
BIDINNING BIRD�.S viALK. Leaders: Mike & Grazina McClure, 551-2780. Meet at 

Wilde Lake boat ramp in Columbia for two hour amble along the lake, level ground • 
11iILDFLO.·,i£R WOND�R. Leader; Bob -Solem, ft:!.5-50}7. Meet at Grempler at 1:15 p.m. 

!���t,��kT�i.Qzs��e ��;!i!�th\� ���'"!�fte��ui�a�d���7���·· · ·· --�,, 
wildflower guide helpful. -Som e people will also be checking migrant birds if 
that is your interest. 
-SFRING v,ALK. Leader, Cathy \\illiam son, 7}0-0}58. Lei surely walk -along paved 
paths in Long Reach. 10 :00-11 :}O a.mo At the request of a number of' members 
we are trying a weekday walk. itnjoy spring near the peak of migration • 
MAY COUN·r. Compilers faul Zucker 89()-6;52-l. More info later but save this date 
for one of best birding days of year. Lots of species; enjoy tally. in evening •. 

"-... A'ri.,A.S Ml�rING - For those who participat.ed in the Maryland Breeding Bird Atlas Project, in 
Howard County last year and for those who think they might like to tty it this 

l,1ar. 22 - year. A meeting with state coordinator &;irik Blom, county coordinator Chuck 
'rhur. IA.lpree, and Howard County area leaders. .See what was accorupli shed and what 

rec.oains to be done in the next four years. 7:50 p.m. Longfellow �lementary 
"- BOARD M�!l'ING - 7:50 p.m. at Jane Farrell's, 6)24 Sandchain hd., Columbia. Oall 596-6550 

Mar. 29 - for directions. All elected officers and committee heads should at.tendo 
• • • • • • • • • • * • • • • * • • • • • • • • • • 

lWMINA'rING OOMMI'.C'f �:£ PR.tslt\'l',S .Su\T 3 FOE 1984-85 Y YIR 

Tho Nominating Oommi ttee consisting of Mike l"icClure, ch., John O.legg and Rod Botsai 
offers the following slate of officers for the Howa rd County Chapter MOS for the year 
..ieptember l, 1984-August }l, 1985: Pr e ai.d errt a David Pardoe; Vice-i1resident a Anne Hart; 
..iecretarya Maud Banks; 'rreasuren Donald handle; .state Directors: Jane Farrell, Roy ·rrudel 
and Faul Zucker. �lections will be held at the April meeting. 

D.:ADLIN.rFOhh�\Y:JUl�� N�11..tLii:.r'i'�h-IS Ai)RH, 15: - Send ;aterial-or call-Jo &Tei 725-3o3fi - - 
10617 Graeloch Rd., .l;aurel, MD 20707. &.lbrdssions are always welcome. 
COV� Dfu\1',ING by Grazina hcGlure. 



Black-capped Ohickadees invaded Howard County this winter. &oh incursions, often 
termed 11irruptions," usually take place one in four or five years. Black-caps look very 
much like our resident Carolina Chickadees, although experts still con sider the two to be 
separate species. There are subtle variations in plumage and in voice. 'l'he outstanding l difference, however, is manifest in the range of the two birch. 'l'he fiedmont area of "--.J. 
Maryland is the extreme northern edge of the Carolina's range. Black-caps inhabit the 
Ridge and Valley and Allegheny Mountain sections of the state. li:xcept along the Appala 
chian Mountain chain, Maryland is the extreme southern edge of their range. Where the two 
species overlap, interbreeding frequently occurs. 

If you are fortunate enough to see both birds at your feeding station, the plumage 
difference a should reveal them selves. Be mindful that NO .SING�.a: FIEW 1"11\RK IS DIAGN�IO. 
You should have at least three of the four distinctive characteristics conclusively es 
tablished bef'ore�ou claim you think you have a Black-cap. iWen then, unless you know 
the tonal qualities which differentiate the call notes and song, or unless you have the 
bird in hand; enabling you to measure primary wing feather end tail lengths--even then, 
you may not have sufficient evidence to make identification certain. 

• The Carolina Chickadee is typically as much as twenty percent smaller than it, close 
relative. The Black-cap looks rounder, fluffier, and often has more robustly colored sal 
mon or rusty flanks. 

• The bib of the Black-capped Chickadee often appears like an unkempt beard, appearing 
tattered and uneven as it flows down toward the breast. By contrast, the Carolina's bib 
is usually neat, cut straight across the throat. For most, this is the best and clearest 
field mark. However; many Black-capped Chickadees seem to keep their lower bib feathers 
sublimated beneath the light gray of their breast feathers, making the former all but 
impossible to see from the field. 

• In general, Black-capped Chickadees have distinct white secondary wing feathers, es 
pecially when compared to the gray wing feathers of the Carolina. At the feeder, Bleck 
caps may .s . eem to. have .a .. 

white patch on their backs in tha midst of their toided wi.ngs (a 
whit.a V). aJ._t, bec®.se. _(iliickadees are excitable, f'ast-moving birds, often shifting theit"--.-/ 
feathers faster than they shift their body positions, this characteristic may be diffi- 
cult to pin down. 

• Bleck-capped Chickadees seem to have larger heads, and, therefore, 
and much whiter cheek patches. Again, this characteristic is the rule. 
best, an ephemeral one in the field. It is perhaps the most unreliable 

You may wish to visit Allegheny end Garrett Counties during the spring or summer. In 
these locations, the Black-capped Chickadee is the only species of the two present. Con 
sequently, you will soon come to know that the Black-capped Chickadee's call notes are 
almost an octave lower and considerably slower in cadence than the excitebh II chick-a-dee ... 
dee-dee11 call of our Carolina. flease know that unless you are well acquainted with the 
colls of both, the difference will not be immediately clear. 

Recently, I encountered an injured Carolina-sized chickadee that had an unkempt bib 
and whitish secondary feathers. It was not possible to identify the bird with certainty. 
1 turned to Danny Bystrak for advice. At his sugg e st i.on I measured the lengths of the 
longest primary wing feather and the longest tail feather. 'rhen I compared those lengths. 
I discovered that the tail feather was 94 percent the length of the wing feather. According 
to Mr. Bystrak, the bird was almost certainly a Black-cap, for only 't,hat species has a 
wing/tail length ratio exceeding 90 percent. For the Carolina, the percentage is lass 
than 90. 

This information may be useful to bonders and other scientists, but it is impossible 
to apply in the field. If you think you have a Black-cap, take careful notes, looking 
particularly at the ereai I have sugg e st ed for comparison end contrast. If you see a large, 
whitish chickadee with a bushy bea r d , you ar e likely to have a Black-cap. ·._/ 

I 

If so, call a friend and enjoy the visitation together. 

have much larger 
att it is, at 

distinction. 



Black-capped 
Chickadee 

Note: 
* smaller size 
* even bib * gray wings 

Note: 
* larger size * unkempt bib * white secondary wing feathers * large white cheek patch 

FOOTNOT�a In light of the fact that these two species look, sound, behave so much 
alike, and that they interbreed at the intersection of their ranges,--all clear signs 
that they have not been separated sufficiently well for a sufficient time to become 
distinct species--why are they still considered separate species? I know that several 
birds, less similar in appearance and behavior than these, have been lumped recently. 

\-· If someone knows, I hope they will come forth with an explanation. J. ii:. B. 
� .,,.. _---.-Y;::����--�--- :::'��--.....__..__.,��-"'...�=---�- ... ,,.�.--;-�----�Fi,��-:!"-�..,--::�,,..,,,:<: - - .,-;.-;,:, 

ROOSTING BUJlBIRDS Mike McOlure 
Throughout the winter we have enjoyed watching bluebirds come to our front yard 

to investigate the nesting box. On December 20, 198J, an exciting event took place 
which we h•d never before observed, although there was nothing unusual about what 
happened. 

The day was cold, in the 201s, and the temperature was to drop to the single digits 
during the night. Around 4 a}O p.m. six bluebirds (} males, } females) arrived and 
landed on the metal tomato cages placed near the nesting box as perches. The birds 
were quite active, flitting back and forth among cage, box, and nearby crabapple tree. 
When at the box they would enter; however, there were never more than two birds in 
the box at any given time. Their activity was temporarily disturbed and all six birds 
flew to the woods behind the house. Within minutes all six birds returned to the cage 
nearest the box. �lmost without hesitation one male flitted to the box and entered • 
.Seconds later two females entered, followed by one additional male. About one minute 
transpired with no additional activity. Then the pair of birds still on the cage flew 
to the woods. In a short time one of the females in the box came out, flew to a nearby 
tree, perched, flew back to the box and entered at 4a45 p.m. We continued to watch the 
box until dark in the hope that the remaining pair would join their companions. '.!:hey 
never did. Final count was four bluebirds roosting for the night. 
Another Note on Bluebirds& The box at the central library was highly productiYe during 
198} acoorciingto the Boones who monitored it. For the first time three broods were 
fledged with five in e�ch of the first two and four in the thirdo 



a:i lean Clegg 

'l'he January seed sale was successful because there were so many enthusiastic he Ip er a, 
The 19,000 pounds of seed were unloaded by l'erry- Kretz, Don �iaugh, Jim Blanchard, John 
Clegg, Jo & Bob Solem, Anne & Ken Hart, Rod Botsai, Leroy �illiamson, Don Nahrgang, Jeff 
Jones, Bob & James -Bog dan & Jane Farrell. Helping at the desk, with the bookstore, or 
with the bluebird boxes were Linda r,icDaniel, l•,artha v,augh, Fat Jackson, Frances Me�enba<>..,'· 
Doris Holmes, Barbara Doarnberger, Julie Rizzello, Zelda Simon, Jon K. Boone, Don & Jan 
Randle. Thanks to the Pardoe family for helping in a variety of ways, l•like McClure for 
using his truck and storing extra seed, and Mark Wallace for standing by with an extra 
truck. Thelma Feldman set up the kitchen snacks while the baked items provided by Monika 
Bot sai, Eileen Clagg and Cathy vlilliam son were much appreciated by the workers.. '.£he 
bookstore did a brisk business in hanging feeders,. Clif Grant• a bluebird houses, the new 
Howard MOS patches, and, of course, the newest field guides. In case late winter and 
early spring finds you low on seed give me a call at 7}0-4}62.; there is sunflower and 
thistle still available. Keep in mind our fi_rst sale next fall which comes in late Oct 
ober or early November. .All members will receive a notice a·s will those who ordered 
during the pa st year. 

DI..iCOV il:RY 184 

!· 

For information concerning a nature ca�p at Hashawha in Carroll County for June 
15-17, 1984, write or call Mike Baker, 4915 Green spring Ave., Baltimore, MD 212.09; 'l'el. 
}96-78}9 or 254-}640. &lrollment is limited so act soon if you want to enroll your 4th 
through 8th grade son. er daughter. Fees are modesto 

A recent issue of this newsletter encouraged merobers to write to their state dele 
ga�es and l!.enators to encourage passage of the Bottb Bill, H.B. 146. Del. Kasameyer '..J 
was listed at that t.i1:11a··as opposed to the bill. Ona of our m3Jllbers, Bob Doyle, wrote to 
the Delegate urging his support of the bill and received a letter which included the 
following statement: 11 I have spent a great deal of time studying the pros and cons of 
the is9.le. 1-'.iore importantly, I have heard from a cross-section of my constituency. 

· There appears to be overwhelming support for the passage of this legislation •••• 
'I'herefore, I will support the deposit legislation." Did your letter help to change his 
mind? 

HOV,ARD COUN'rY CHAF'f � BOOK.sl'Oh.Z RJ:C�'\'f ARRIV,\� 

.See Jan Randle at any club event or call her et 5}1-6296 for availability and prices. 

Bent - Life Hi story series. All copies currently in print. 
Peterson - Records & tapes for the revised edition of the field guide. 
National Geographic Field Guide -il}.50 
Metal bird feeders - �,.oo 
J>eterson series. Field Guida to Nests by Harrison - good reference for atlasing 
Brudenell - '.l'he Birds of New Frovidence and the Bahama Islands 
A.o.u. - A.oY. Oheck-Listof North American Birds, 6th edition 
de Schau en see - Bi rd s of Venezuela --- --- -- 

• H�'iABD COU!\1TY MOS PATCH� NO\.'t AVAILABL�. }11 patch in blue, white, yellow & black With� 
logo designed by Jon �. Boone showing state of Maryland, Howard County end our county 
bird, the American Goldfinch. �2.50. Patches can be obtained by mail by sending a 
stamped, self-addressed 1'nvelope to Howard Chapter MOS Bookstore, Attn. Jan Randle, 
6424 Lochridge Rd.,, Colurnbia, MD 21044 or see Jan et a meeting. Make check (do not <:»' 
mail cash) to Howard County Chapter 1,:os. 

, ...... -, .-. -. -···-·•, ·-·· -•,-· ..• -· 
.......... 4. .,i..-,. • .:.. �·· •'"""-·--- ----·-·-� ' . - ·-··· •.• 



You can help with the Atlas Project by keeping track of bird species you observe near 
your home during the breeding season. Fill in dates for whatever boxes apply on the chart 
below. :Please report results to the person who is in charge of your block by .September 1. 
The name and number of the block in which you reside is listed in the top right-hand corner 
of this page. If you have questions contact the coordinator for that area& Clarksville 
Marty Cheatem 1,0-15<:-7; Savage-Jo Sol� 725-50}7; �llicott City-Chuck 0-lpree 796-1086; 
Woodbine-z.'lark �,allace 725-6570 or Janet lvicKegg (H) 854-6156; .Sykesville-Jon �. Boone YY7- 
0750. If you cannot reach your coordinator, call either Jane Fa r r e Ll, 596-6550 (evenings) 
or Chuck lA.tpree. \Wen a few dates are helpful. 

L, These observations must be 2. 'fhe observations in these 
Once a species has been listed after the II saf'e" date columns are valid whenever 
II conf'Lrm ed'' as listed in shaan next to �each name below- made. Do list d11tes. 
column 2, you need not make ._1/'.h.? ... ��-:.c · 111-E:ST "ADULT ... �5...,.. t..t>UL.T:"' Nes7 �ou..,r . s t �-1·, .... �..--.- A, rrER.l> f'V c. , ,.. 1 � ., ... 

any more o bservat.Lon s for BI R.D.s �E.£.t..f on. &VIU>IN<; lcN �sr � o N - fe.£I:>•IIIG 1-?o � - � 11$, 
that species. l.lri.f/--f'iN1� ����� l'&El.ltiV/O� :tNCU�t.'i'r&� "fol.IN� l\'�1u�� N£.°lt 

�erican Robin - 5/1 f 5/10 5/14 5/2·5 7 /l 
Northern Bo bwht t e - 4/ l'J 
Rin�-nd. Fheasant - 4/15 

' !----1-- 
Ki 11 deer - 4 /20 -------1-----+------+----j_ i_ 1------1----+---�-- 
Rock Dove - All Year 
l•iourning Dove - '5/1 

- -··--·-- e------·-··- 1----·-· --·-··-·- --- 

Ru bv-t h- Hummi n 12' bi rd -'5 /2 5 --'-----1+----1----�-+---,..-+---·-+---- 
£-Jo 'l"t hern Flicker - ")/10 =E

1 11 
J>ileated \,oodpecker - _3Jl5 ---i- -- tt---------- -----------'--------+---- 
Red-bellied \,ood2-ecke;r2JJ5_ �---- , _l___ JL- 
Downy 'iioodpecker - }/15 I ' ! i! 
�stern Kin1cbird - '5/2.'5 



l•lany birds can be se en in one1 s yard or within 1:1 short distance of horae • .r>assing 
along observations of breeding can save a great deal of time for those who have the 
primary responsibility for that area. 3.lpport the atlus project by filling in '?'t}atever 
dates you can during 1984 on the chart on the rave.we side of this sheet. YOU DO liOl' 
HAV £ 'liO FINL A SiliG.u:i: N!:ST W OhD� ·ro m:.i...P. Observing a sp e c i e s several times i11 suit 
abl.e habitat after the safe date shown is useful. lt does not matter how many or ho� t « 
dates you include; each one is appreciated. £here is no way that the county can be com;i.__..;' 
pletely covered during the five year life of this project by a handful of observers. The 
more people who cooperate in making observations, the more complete the final results. 

In the event that you observe a species other than those listed, do add the name at 
the bottom or on a separate sheet of paper along with the pertinent observations. Do not 
hesitate to call for help. If you own five acres or more (or know someone who does) and 
would like an experienced birder to check it for breeding birds, call either the area co 
ordinator for your block, the county coordinator Chuck lA..lpree 796-1086, or Jane Farrell 
596-6}5() (evenings). 

If you make observations please. return this sheet by September 1, l984, to Chuck at 
6002 Hunt Club Rd., 3lkridge, i"1LJ 21G2.7, or call your area coordinator to give him the 
results verbally. In case you miss the deadline, do not discard your dates because this 
project will continue for several more years. If you .would like to participate in the 
Howard Atias Pr o j ec t with primary responsibility for some area, contact Uhuck. If you 
cannot commit sufficient time to sign up for an area but might have two or three partial 
days in the course of the breeding season that you could devote to atlasing, let an area 
coordinator know. Arrangements can also be made to atlas with a partner if you do not 
wish to go out alone. This project offers an excellent opportunity to beginner and more 
advanced birder alike to learn about bird behavior. Do not be shy about offering help at 
whatever level you can provide it. 

Howard County Chapter I·.O.S 
10617 Graeloch Rd. 
Laurel, 1•,D co707 


