
VoJ 12·, Nol 
Nov·Dec 1983 

CJ[owarcL 

----- - -----·------ -··------ 

lMPORrAlff a lPICIJ HAVI NO? fAIU YOt)ft 198�--84 WU, PLIAal DO 410 IMM&DIA'llLY. Thia 
i• t.be 11.t .-ewalet.ter tba'\ will be Hnt. on la.t year'• ••b.•rahip. ·oaU 'freaa&rer 
Oort Randle, e,en1ng1, 5'1...6296, ;lt 10\& •r• una&re whether rou ba,, p�d .�,,Jt >'°" 
have a1 alai4 the· applio•t.ioa. · · · · ' · 

IUIJll'll"1 Ull DlPD IUIDAY, IOVINBII\ 20, 196,, TO HCII� O� t •. �BBIN 
... 

Tb• Howard Oaunt.y Obapter ot t.b• Maryland. Ornit,holo1ioal ilooiety wiU gi'fe • 
reoeption aQcl clianer on a&ouy, Nov•b•r 20 in honor ot Ohaacllea" ii.' .itob'bin1, .. niol' 
au�bor ot Bird,!! North -•rica, to aark th• reoent pu.blioation ot \h• r11Yi1•cl 
edition ot t.hi• be.t-aellin1 tielcl guide. · 

The tree reoeption will be btlcl in t.h• floreno• Bain ile1d.or Oent,r, Jo .. pb 
ilquare, in Ool1.111bia tr011 2 ,00-5 aOO P••• and ia open to the publi9,-. Mr.· ,lto);,'b:1.na 
will 'be available t.o auto1rapb oopi•• of the gu.idt wbiob will be on aale.; :Thia 
:1.a a rare opportunity to ••et anci ohat. ·with one of Nortb .. ,rioa.', pr•itr birder•, 
Mr. Robbin• baa been a biologi.t tor tb• u.a. Fiah and Wild.lift ._rvio• taf. ,5 

_ ,.1-Ml',8-e_, _ Ja. &4!!._t.J�� _,.!_ 9,1'_ '-'� "� ft.rt __ of _hi.a_ CD,lii•1.- htL.J.L&lat-• .}tit "'1iPt, authoJ' 7 -· 
•ncl ecli tor an·d. · tr'equ,nt. ly pre ••nt I paper• to ornit.hologioal 10oiet.i• • in t.hi I ooun 
try and abroad, He 1• reoo1nised a, one of the nation•• out.standing tielcl birder• 
and h•• r,oei,,cl • muaber ot &lfard.1 inolutling th, Arthur Allen and fa&.11 Bart.ab 
Med.al.. 4 long .. t,ille friend of thi1 .ohapter be baa preaented progl'•• for'"·' and 
••oh y1ar partioipat.e, in the May Oount in t.hi • oounty a• well •• the Trie.cl,lphi• 
Ohti.tmaa Oo\lnt. whiob inolucle, thia region, · · 

Atter t.h• reception a dinner wi�l be held at th, Oolwa'bia Inn.. ae11ryation1 ••Y 'be a•cl• by returning th, torm on the last page ot \hi• new1letter alon1 witb 
your oh•ok• lt you •r• int•r•.rt.ecl in tion,ting cv,oki•• or bora .cl' o9'1vre1 for th, 
reoeption or would. like to belp with tb• event, pl•••• oontaot Jane ParreU, 596-· 
6,5() (ev1nin11} . or Jan Rantile, ;,1-6296. Mark the elate on you.r odenclar, �• in ... 

· ,it, your triencla, lt. will be an opportunity to meet not only the author. an.• 
ot.b,r ••b•r• ot the Howard Bird Olub, wt ••b•r• ot other ohaptera ot th• Kary- 

. land Ornithologioal ilooiety a, well. · 

Be&inning witb 1979, the Howard Oou.nty Ohapter revivecl t.h• pr,otio• ot oom• 
pt Ung a ••.ter 1:1. st ot every bircl 1peoiea 1een in the oounty d.uri"g a oalandar 
year. M•b•r• .umit li.ta ot .thoae apecie1 tbey nave ... n during the yet.r ancl 
t.he ocmpilat.ion i• printed in •• newaletter. David Holm••, 56-4,-• Harper a flam Rd., 
Oolwabia, MD 2.1044 would appreciate receiving your 198, aightin11 by Janµary 15, 
1984. 'lb• length at 1our liat do•an't mat.t.er tor you •ay have• r,oorcl•cl tbe only 
Mourning Warbler, . Gray .. oheekecl Thru,h or Oat.tlt ligr,t Hen d.ur!Qg t.he ye�r11 other 
t.han Barred. OWl• •• often have trouble with record• tor. &Cllt ot the �ther owla� 
Likewi.a• Horned. Lark• and Water fipita ar.e elu1i·o apeoi••• · It you are q-,, t.o thi• 
oounty or new to birding et.art in January to keep traok ot th, bircl1 ,ou. ••••.a clurin1 
1984 in Howard Oounty.. By Deoc ber you may be a&rpri "d. by th• length ot, t..h• 1:1. .t •. 
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O A L. IN DA R 

fROORAMi - 7145 p.m. Longfellow ilcentacy aohool, 5470 Hesperus Dri v,, Columbia, MD. 
Notea Meeting ia canceled if 1chools officially close because ot inclem,nt 
weather or other emergencies. 

'- No'Y. 10 - 11 Migration at Point Pelee" .- Lola Oberman. Thia Oanadian penineula ex- 
Tnur. tending into Lake iri• ia .f'amoua :for unueual aggregation• of' bird• ,during 

migration. Lola ia a former president of' the Montgomery Ohapter of' MOS • 
....... Deo. 8 • 11 ·Bring Back the Bluebird•" - Dr.· Lawrence Zeleny.. Rec9gnized expert in 

Thu.r. bluebird conaervation and author of' the book 'l'ha Bl\.\ebird; to1,ulder of' the 
North American Bh11bird &>ciety. Bring your ci'u'ostions. . 

PIILI) TRifli - Field trips leave f'rOlll Grempler Realty parking lot (acroaa trOlll the Flie 
B.lilding on Little Patuxent f'arlc:Way in Oolumbia) unless otherwiae indi 

cated. Linda Harsy, 489-51)1, heads the Field Trip Oo.mmitte,. Leader may cancel und« 
aeyere weather conclition1. It you. have questions, call. Carpooling continue, with 
rider, aharing gas and toll cost a. Dress for field work with stout, reasonably water• 
p:root tootgear an4 layers ot cloth••• Trips do not always :follow marked paths. No pet 

Nov. 6 • FALL ilCURaION TO PIN.ff RUN PAM - Leaders• .st.ev• & Linda Har11y, 489-51�1. 
ii.an. i day trip to aoutheaetern Carroll County to search for migrating ducks, 

geeae, blackbirds & wintering birds. Meet at Grempler at 71�0 a.m. 
Nov. 12 - LOOAI. BIRDIN.l, LAKI li1LKHORN, COWMBIA - Leaders Ohick Rhodehamel, OA 
aat. biologist. Meet at boat ramp ot Dockside Lane, east 1ide of Oolumbia, 

8100 a.11. for 2., hours to search tor waterfowl and wintering 1peciea. 
Dec. � - ElJ:S TRIP TO BJ..AOXWATiR NATIONAL WILDLIFi REFUGi - .Leaders1 Chuck lltpree & 
;Sat. Bill Ickert. Call 992...2.48} for more information. Co-sponsored With Howard 

Oo. Rec. & Parks. &.la leaves from George Howard D.lilding, lllicott City at 
7J�,-�: ro.t�l!ll�-���•tion .n.e&&e.a&l'y; l�O ·P.i"·peraon 
fee. Take lunch, thermos, warm clothes. Wintering waterfowl, winter res 
ident•, eagles almost guaranteed. 

Dec. 10 - PIEDiR TRIP HC)JARD COUNTY - Leader I Roy Trudel, 465-9'98. 'f day. .See winteJ 
aat. bird• at homes ot msmbers for ea1y, close-up looks at a variety of specie, • 

........_ Pick up feeding ideas. Meet at Grempler et a ,,o a.m. 
Dec. 26 - TRIADii..J>HIA OHRI.sl'MA-S COUNT - Compiler& Bob Whitcomb, 299-5215 evenings or 
Mon. ,44...2.,,9 work. Dawn to dark count of' all birds within the count circle. 

Want to help for just part of the day? Like to go with an experienced ob 
server becauH ;you don1t know a card' .1al from a chickadee? Bob would be 
glad to hear f'rom you. Tally atteri :;rd, as usual, at Olney ,1, House. Fee 
goes toward publication of all North American count, in an extra-large 
volume ot kiierioan Birds. 

Jan. 14 - ,SANJJX POINT .$l'ATa: PAIK - Leader, Mike Leu.mas, 7}0-1075. Meet at Grempler 
aat. at 1 ,,o a.m. for all day trip. Bring lunch, thermos, warm clothing. Var 

iety of habitat• on western shore of Chesapeake Bay. Possibilities include 
diving ducks, geese and .snow atntings. 

BOAIW k&!l' ING 
'- Nov. 3 - 7 a}O p.m. at tileen Olegg1 a, 9094 Le.mbslcin Lane. Oall 7}0-4)62. for dir- 

Thur. actions. All officers and heads of committees. 

AUTUMN MIGRATION DAT&:» NJ:lWIW 

tlease call or send autumn migration dates to Jo ..iol11111, 10617 Oraelooh Rd., 
Laurel, MD 20707 ('rel. Tl5-50}7) by December 15, 198} so that they can bi, forwarded 
to Sob Ringler for inclusion in Maryland Birdlif'e • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Deadline for the January-February newsletter is December 5 • .:.Ulnission• of' art or 
written material welcome. Mail to above address. 



.... 

FROCi.S A.S BIRD fRE:DA'l'OR-S - Alice Grant 
Twice in the years before 1981 we found saall birds with broken necks floating in 

our 61x 101 pond. One waa discovered, I believe, in 1979 and the other in 1980. ·r�-r 
presence remained a mystery for several years. One morning in the SWDmer ot 1981 Olit 
waa enjoying his early morning coffse watching an immature robin hop along the edge ot 
th• pond wben he aaw a large frog jump out of the water and grab the bird by the neck 
and immediately disappear with it.undar water. Within a few seconds tha bird uap 
peare4 on th• atrface with a broken neck. �noe that incident we have found two more 
bird.a with brok'en necks (both Hcuse .sparrows) floating on the water, one during the 
auamar ot 1982 and the other in August of 198} • 

. -. Q.&r poncl contain• both Green Frogs (� clamitans) and atllf'rogs �. oateabeiana) 
When I feed the fish by throwing pieces ot bread to them, occasionally a large frog 
will j1.111p completely out of tho water, grab the bread in mid-air and immediately aub 
merge. Within a tow aaconda tho bread pops to the a1rt'aco again, presumably because 
the frog finds it unpalatable. TheH experiences suggest that the larger species of 
trog I in thi a area are a clear danger to 1111a.ll bird.a either drinking or bathing at pond 
or lake edges. 

ANY Mii)lBE:Ri LIVE NEAR THE ,UDERIOK ROAD LIBRARY? 
The Howard Chapter MOS is considering donating a bird feeder to th• Miller Branch 

ot the library on Frederick Boad and will furnish the seed as we do with the feeder 
at the Central Library in Columbia. Before we make the donation we would like to know 
whether ther• are a few members who either live near the library or pa as it frequently 
who would be willing to keep the feeder filled. Let President Jane Farrell, 596-6}�r 

-1c11ow it this sounds like something you would like to do. Martha Waugh, who has been---../ 
keeping the Central Library feeder filled, would welcome help from members in that 
area. 

l>ONATION:S MADI TO HOWARD CHAPrB:R MOS' NATURAL HI.Si'ORY LIBMRY 

The following books and periodicals have been donat•d recently by Frances ihlera: 
The i&ltton• 11 �arbler issue of the Atlantic Natui·slist, Vol. }4, 1981. National Wild 
!!!! - 6 issuesJ Defenders - 4 isa1e11; Au�i�=-Tissuos; itiaryland Bird.life-� 
iasuea irregularly from 1972 to the present; .Sierra - � i a sues; '!'he Living Bird 
qqarterly - l issue; ,Society and Environment& The Coming Collision by Res R. Camp 
bell and Jorry L. Wade; Pield Studies in Natural Hi story by 'the American Museum of 
Natural History; The Mid.angered &lvironment by Ashley Montagu; � and the E:nviron 
ment by Wes Jakaon; Readings in Conservation �cology by George w. Cox; This� of 
Yesterday& txtinction or Utopia by faul s. Henshaw. 

1,ois Carl,ton donated Our frecarious .Habitat by Melvin A. Benarde and Eco-Orisia 
l>Y Oecil I. John son, ed. - 

Rosamond .Munro provided the following periodicals: National Parka - l} issues; 
International �ildlife - }6 issues; Natural History for 1966, 67; Nature· 21 issues; 
�.iaryland Birdlit'e 1980,81; Maryland Yellowthroet - 12 issues; Middle Patuxent River 
River Natural Area, January 1972. To borrow these or other items, call Maud Banks 
596-41}1 (evenings). 

LINDA HARSY TO H�D FIELD '.L'RIP.S 
-:» President Jane Farrell recently named Linda Harsy to replace Joe lJJ.tz as Field 

Trip Ohairman. Joe resigned because of a job transfer to Colorado. We wish Joe well 
and know he will find many new birds in the West. 



RECEPTION 
FOR 

CHANDLERS. ROBBINS 
Senior Author 0£ Birde 0£ North Aaerica 

To ftark the Publication of the Revi&ed Edition 
2:00-5:00 p.111. 

Sunday, Nove111ber 20, 1983 

at 
Florence Bain Senior Center 

Joaeph Square, Colu111bia 
4370 Beaverkill Road 

<aap on reverse side> 
Sponsored by 

HOWARD COUNTY CHAPTER 
MARYLAND DRNITHOUJ6ICAL SOCIETY 

Mr. Robbins will be available to sign copies of the book which will be on &ale. 

FREE - PUBLIC INVITED 
For additional inforaation contact Jane Farrell 

<evenings>, 596-6350 or Jan Randle, 531-6296. 

A dinner will be held at the Coluabia Inn at 5:30 p.a. following the reception. 
Pleaae coaplete and return the following fora in order to reserve space. 

DINNER RESERVATION 

I would like to reserve places ($14.00 each> at the sit-down dinner 
for Chondler 5. Robbin& on Sunday, Noveaber 20, 1983, at 5:30 p.a. at the 
Coluabia Inn. Encloaed ia ay check £or a total of s . .... . . �-��-----------�------------------------------------------------------- Stt .. t Addr .. e __ ------- ------------- ------------------------------------- City, State, Zip -----------------------------------Tel. ---------- 

Check& should be aade payable to Howard County KOS. Reservation• auat 
be received by Noveaber 14, 1983. Mail the bottoa portion of this page 
along with your check to President Jane Farrell, 6324 Sandchain Rd., 
Coluabia, MD 21045. 



Howard Oounty Ohapter MOS 
10617 qraeloch Road 
�urel, :Maryland 20707 

••••••••••••••• 
Ri0i£PUON AND DINN!£R 

FOR 
OH.ANDL� S, ROBBINS 
NOVE:MBE:R 20, 198} 

••••••••••••••••• 

DIRECTIONS TO FLORENCE BAIN SENIOR CENTr 
5470 Beaverktll Road. Columbia. Md. 210� 

(301) 730-7697 
FROM WASHINGTON BELTWAY 4951 take U.S. 29 North to 10 turn le.ft. travel 4 miles to Harpers Farm Rd., turn le trave 1 one m11 e to Beaverk 111 Rd., turn 1 eft , Center second large bu11dfng on left. Parking lot is 1n back bui ld1ng. In addition to the Center lot. there ts a 1 school lot and two more· public lots available for park 
IF COMING FROM WASHINGTON OR BALTIMORE BELTWAY AND USI I-951 0. s. 1, OR eALTtMORE-WASHINGTON PARKWAY, take 1 west to 29 north to l08 and follow above directions. 
FROM BALTIMORE BELTWAY 695, take 1··70 or U. S. 40 west Rt. 29 Columbia to tos. turn right and follow above directions. 
FROM CENTRAL OR WESTERN MARYLAND. use 1·70 to Rt. 29 Columbia to loa, turn right and follow above direction 

I ' 

' 



wow a rd: 
A Ch11p1er of the 

Marylll11d Omithologic11/ Society 

BOOK SIGNING AND RECEPTION TO HONOR CHANDLERS. ROBBINS 

The Howard County Chapter of the Maryland Ornithological 
Society will give a reception and dinner on Sunday, November 20 
in honor of Chandler S. Robbins, senior author of Birds of North 
.America, to mark the recent publication of the revised-edition of 
this best-selling field guide. 

The free reception will be,held in the Florence Bain Senior 
Center, Joseph Square, 5470 Beaverkill Road, Columbia, Maryland 
from 2:00-5:00 p.m. and is open to the public. Nir. Robbins will' 
be available to autograph. copies of the guide which will be on sale. 
This i:s a rare opportunity to meet and chat with. one of North 
.America's premier birders. 

Mr. Robbins is a biologist in Migratory Non-gamebird Studies 
at U.S. Fish:& Wildlife's Patuxent Wildlife Research Center and 
lj.ves in Laurel, Maryland. He is an Elected Fellow of the national 
bird society, the .American Ornithologists' Union, .... a memb.er of the 
Wilson Ornithological Society, numerous other bird and bird-banding 
societies, and th'e Mary�and Chapter of the Nature Conservancy. He 
conducted population studies of' the Common Snipe, contributed toward 
the solution of the conflict of albatrosses and planes on Midway 
Island, helped in some of the earliest studies of the effects of 
DDT on birds, and h.elped revise methods of reporting bird banding 
information. 

In 1979 he was honored by the presentation of the Department of 
the Interior's Meritorious Service Award. He was presented the 
Bartsch: Award by the Audubon Naturalist Society of the Central 
.Atlantic States and the Arthur A. Allen Award by th.e Cornell Labor- 

-·I· t· atory of Orni:thology. In Dr. Douglas A. Lancaster's introductory 
.. ··� . 



GJ[owarcL 
A Chapter of the 

Maryland Ornilhologi&al So&iety 

remarks at the presentation of the Arthur A. Allen Award to Mr. 
Robbins, }ie said: "He helped institute, with James Baird of the 
Massachusetts Audubon Society,:a long-range program for banding 
birds along the coastal areas of Eastern North America. The 
banding program represents only one of the major efforts by Chan 
Robbins that has contributed valuable information to the science 
as well as enlisting the enthusiasm of an army of volunteers. In 
1965 Chan Robbins initiated the well-known breeding bird survey." 

Data from this survey and from his years of spot-mapping the 
territories of forest birds indicate to him and to others that 
many of our birds that winter in the tropics are increasingly 
threatened by the loss of habitat. These birds arrive late after 
their insect food is available, have time for only orie nest attempt, 
arid ·need a large continuous forest ".where such enemies as cowbirds, 
ca ts, and raccoons are not overwhel1!).ing. 

Following the reception, a dinner.will be held at the Columbia 
'''Inn. A prepaid reservation is required. For further information, 
contact Jane Farrell:, (301) 596-6350 (evenings) or Jan Randle, 
( 301) 531-6296. 

- ..•. · 


