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RUFFED GROUSE SIGHTED IN HOWARD COUNTY Mark Wallace 
0., �relay, 20 ·a.pt.•b•r, 1980, I waa walking along a dirt road adjoining 

a weed7 ar,a near a oorn t,.elcl at ••tertord Parm off of Jenning• Ob&p•l l\oad in 
we.tern Hovard Oounty wben I obaervecl a gra, ph••• Butted Grou•• (Bonaaa umbellua). 
It ••• about 6 t}O p.a. ancl part.17 ol oucly • About 50 feet abeacl of •• and to the 
rtgbt. in • 20 toot high -oamor•, I notio•d a obunlq bircl wbiob ••• eit.tiag on a 
lower limb perbapa 4 to 4; feet above tbe ground. With 7 x 50 binooulara l ob•ervecl 
the proport.ion ot ••11 bead to larger body, the eau · ore.to, a proaouaoed whit• line 
through ancl extending behind t.he eye, tbe overall griayi ab color of the bird, and th• 
broad blaok band near th• en4 of tbe tail. &tter I watobed it for• ooupl• of 
•1nute•, it bopped ott tbe limb with exteacled wing• and .ailed into th• adjoining 
•crub. I made ao att•pt. t.o follow it. into t.he den•• growth. I believe thi• 
repr•••nt• only the thircl eight reoord of tbi • apeci•• in Howarcl Oouaty in the lan 
50 Y••r•• It bad previoual7 been report.eel in 19'1 nea.r Wood.took (l'at.apaoo River 
VaJ.ley--A. Hablme1.t.er & T. look•) and in 1948 on i•••noir Boacl (l'atuxent River 
Valley--R. JCunro). · 

- 
BARN OWL BANDED IN HOWARD- COUNTY --FOUND-- '!N------f>ENNSYLVANIA· 

.. 

Por tho•• m•bere ot tbe Howard Bird Olub who have obHnecl a Barn OWl 
bancling at Pran Nahrgang'•, the following into1111ation •hould be at interen. 
Woodf Kart.in, the biologilt trCD the l'atuxent R•••arob Oenter who bad banded molt 
of Pran' • o•l • received a ret.un on oae of tb•• He waa not.itiecl that. an oWl. h• 
bad banded. aa a ne.t.liag in la\e June of' 19n at the labrgang1 • hacl been tound. 
dead in a bam near Wextord., Fenn.,lvania (• town north ot Pitt.aburgh). The owl 
waa diecoverecl in late April 1980 and did not appear to have ailtainecl external 
injury. Poi,ord.ng i• aaapecteG. According to Woody, the 8kin waa preserved a, 
• apeoimen tor • mu .. wa or aatur• center ia the area. 

19go HOWARD COUNTY BIRD LIST _TO BE COMPILED 
J>aTicl. Kol••• •Ul, tor th• aeconcl year, tabulate a lilt ot all the bircl 

apeoiea r,oord.ecl by o'b aen•r• •1 thin Howard Oounty durin1 1980. Your cooperation 
1• needl4. ft•••• -..-_it your lilt• to David at 564,-A Harper• Pal'II Rd., Oolumbia, 
Kl) 21044, by January 15, 1961. !hi• i• NO'f. a oonten to ••• who baa the longelt 
11�·-it 1• an .P.tt•pt to record 'the oocurrenoe ot a Wide variet.1 of apeoi••· It 
m••n• that ct.,-,u.e your having a very abort 11.t. you may have recorded the only 
Wilaon•a Warbler, Goldeq lagl•, or Peotoral /Sandpiper ••en all year. No Great 
Homed OWl, aighting1 were recorded. in 1979; in 1980, however, a nelt waa located 
ao that that apeci•• waa well noted. Can •• match the Buft-br••ated •ndp1per, 
�ort-eared OWl, and Yellow-be•d•d Blackbird of 1979,while still recording moet ot 
the expected 11pecieaT Go over your yearly records; then aend them to David. 



BLUE JAY RAMPAGE Eva Sunell -- M· !!a!• llometimes one male•• bird observations that may SHiii eenaelesa, 
even frigbteningJ however, nature 1• neither benign nor bloodthiraty. Inci 
dent.a such as the one here desoribed can ahed new light. on bird behavior or aid 
in understanding the lif'• history of a species. Moral judgment• should be 
avoided. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
When two ohick:adeee auccesaf'ully fledged from a coconut shell in my yard 

near the end ot Ma,, 1980, I was pleaaed to aee House Wren• taking up residence 
in the other shell located. in the apple tree. From nesting to fledging takes 
about a month ao I avidly watched the entire procesa. After aeveral weeks, in 
creawed activity in the vicinity of the nest indicated that the eggs bad batched. 
To look into the shell and see those three gray haloed head.a waa a feeling close 
to total joy. lt'ery day brought. them closer to the opening. 'rh• adult wren• a 
parallel stick guard waa rapidly giving way. My' peeks from the ladder now re 
vealed at least four bobbing head,. 

One 81.turday in the mi.ddl e of June at about 8 100 a.m. I sat on • rock near 
the wren neat and waited. Th• neatlings' little head.a had been pushing until 
they were almost falling out. IYentually they made their exit one at a time. 
'?he adult.a were all •-flutter trying to keep up with their tumbling twittering 
young. · tn half an hour, not four but rather six young had left the old coconut 
aholl. 'fbe lalt one was so puny that an adult encouraged it to go back into the 
nest.. By the time it •erged th• rest of the family was 50 feet away in a for 
sythia 1hrub. By noon the noiq family bad worked its way around tbe perimeter 
ot •1 ya.rd and all were 20 tut troa -111 back door in a -neighbor• • oheatnut tree. 

By this time I waa ineide the house lll'ld gradually had adjueted to the con 
.tant clamor outside when I beard loud bird call a for help. Robina, cardinal.•, 
catbirds, titmice, and wren• were all aqu•wking. Bunning outside I could 1ee a 
Blue Jay throwing itself into the cheltaut tree. I watched the jay fly toward a 
neighbor•, maple clutching• fledgling wren in its "talons,• but it dropped the 
wren on the neighbor's lawn before reaching the tree. l tried to help by yelling 
and waving my arm, in an unau.ccesetul attempt to rescue the wren which was on the 
otber eide ot the fence. l,ike a harpy the Blue Jay dove and grabbed the wren 
again. Thie time it new to a high Tulip Tree where. within my view, it picked 
at the wren'• neck until it was dead and then dropped it again0 

Thie activity on the part ot the Blue Jay(a) continued throughout the day 
until all six ot the fledgling wren, had been killed. The jays did not take 
the dead bird, to their nest. for food. larlier in the week one of thi• same 
pair of jaya dived on an immature cardinal in mid-flight dropping it with a 
broken neck. Also, two week-old catbird, in the top of a rosebush dieappeared 
one morning. 

There may ha•• been an explanation tor what, at firet, ae.emed to be• sense 
less rampage. Thia activity lasted less than two weeks. By July 14th a pair of 
Blue Jays wa, at. my teed.er with two fledglings of their own. I think it possible 
that theeo jay•• egg a bad batched just about the time the young of the other 
apeoiea were fl edging, and, tor some reason, the adult jay a tel t tbroo.toned by 
the noiae of the other nedglinga. By 11clearing out" •11 tho nois1111alcor1, the 
Blue· Jays were able to tend their own brood in peace and quiet. Whatever the 
ecientific explanation may have been, I tound the experience gruesome, frustrating, 
and sanguinary. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



C A L E N''D A R 

� Meeting plaoe tor program a aad field trip• 1 • the Gr•pler Realty Building on 
l,.ittle Patuxent Parlcwa, ia Oolumbia unle•• otherwi•e indicated. Prem the eouth 
entrance ot Columbia, turn l ett. '?he building 1 • beyond Sympbon7 Wood• and the 
Pire HouH, but before you reach Howard Oommunity Oollege on the ea.t side ot the 
street, acroH from the WU eon Garden Center. 

fROORAMS - 7145 p.m • 
........ 

Nov. 1, - Tbllra. - 'Wetland• of the Obeaapealce Bay" - Ohick Rhodeh111nl, ecologiat. 
tor t.he Oolumbia A•eooiation. Find out bow a law ocmea alive. 
In order to make the Maryland Wetland law a reality Ohiok and 
other, were involved in airveying, inventorying and mapping veg 
etation type• ot the marehe• of the Oheeapeake Bay tor the Depart 
ment of Natural Reeouroe,. '?hia 1• poeitive conHrvation new, in 
an area where 80llle ot the best. birding in Md. i• centered. 

<, 
Deo. 11 - 'thura. - 11 Gull ldentitioation1 - Jim St.aaz. Whenever there are rare gull• 

in the vicinity ot Baltimore, Jim ta there. He baa studied and 
banded them. Some member• may remember field tripe he ha• led 
tor u1. Oircle thi1 on your buey December calendar. 

PIU 1'RIN 

Iva &Inell, 995-0029, is in charge ot field trip•• a.vere weather condition• can 
reallt in trip oanceilation at the lead•�• dieoretion. If'. in doubt, call tirat. 
Oarpooling etfort• will continue. Bider• are expected to 1bare ga1 & toll co.ta. 

,_.- .... ---- -:::--.�cc__:.:;.��--....�.-..:�--....._:_-.:._�c�-.,·>�--�,.-._--s.,;... -.·a-;: •. ·--0--c'.: __ �------"�--�,��- .... �+-7---,.--�/ .. -� .. --:;--:---- ···---:'.:- 

Nov. 15 - aat. - WA'?a:RJ'C*i, OOlOUTT.U WALi AT WILD& LAKI - 2100 p.m. .J,eadera John 
Bascietto, 99'2-0075, Me•t at the dock ott lffla Brook Rd. in Oolumbia. 

Nov. 22 - Sat.. - BOMBAY HOOK NWR - co-aponeorecl with Howard Oo. R_-o. & Park,. Bua 
trip. Oall Bill Ickert tor information, 9SJ'l-248', or reter to tall 
circular. All day. !,eave• trom George Howard building in Sl.lioott 
Oit7. Bill Ickert & Chuck D..tpree, 796-1086, Will co-lead. 

Dec. 7 - &an. - WATERFOWL O<IOIITTII WALK AT LAKE ILKHORN - 2100 p.m. J..eadera Steve 
$1mon, 1,0-�19. Meet at the large dock at $Wan•• Point off 
Oradl erock Way in Oolumbia. 

Dec. 14 - a.&n. - WATSRPOQ.. OCIIMIT'l'lll: WALK AT LAKE KITTAMAQUNDI - 2 aOO p.m. Leader I 
David O'Neill, 997-2241. Meet at Oliver'• Carriage Hou•• on 
Vantage Point Rd. in Oolumbia. 

� 
Dea. 27 - tat. - '?llIADILPHIA OHRIS?MA:a COUNT. Dawn to dusk count (or any portion ot 

the day) to cenaua wintering birda. Oal.l compiler Danny Byatrak 
for information or to volunteer1 Pa.tuxent Reeearch Oenter, 776-4880, 
ext. 279 (day) or 776-8020- (evening•). 

Board Meeting 

A Board meeting will be held on Tburaday, November 20th, at 7,,0 p.m. at Jo 
Solem'•, 10617 Graeloch Rd. Oall 725-50J7 tor direction•• · 

• • * • • • • • • • • • • • '. • * • • * • • • • • 
DE.AWN& tor the January-February newaletter is Dece:nber l. 41bmit material to 
lditor Jo 'Solaa, 10617 Graeloch Rd., Laurel, MD 20810. atbmission1 welcome. 



WALL STREET JOURNAL SHOULD STICK TO BUSINESS Jo Solem 
On• ot our mmber1 hae drawn DI'/ attention to an articl • that appeared on the 

f'ront page of' the March 14, 1980, Wall at.reet Journal entitled, 11Thank1 to Handout,, 
Bi rel a Go to a.ed, Not to the :S0uth1 b'f 'Terri Min .icy. I im afraid that p•opl e who 
normally trust the Journal 1 • fin• coverage of' bu1ineas af'f'aire will al so consider 
tbm expert• in the field of' ornithology. 

'?be article reveals a lack of adequate research as well as a. superficial treat 
ment of' a complex subject. Among other things the reporter accuse• feeding station 
operators of' detaining certain epeciea thereby altering migration patterns that date 
to the last Ice Age. '* Ae a re111l t, the 'bird a are subjecting tbcuol ves unneoouarily 
to the riS3[� harsh weather.• In order to make her point she mentions the Caro 
lina Wren,� Mockingbird, Downy Woodpecker and Northern Cardinal among othera. 
Ivon along the northern border• of the rang• of these epeci••, they are either year 
round or semi-permanent resident• !hg_ � � !!.!!! established migration pattsrns. 
It is quite true that in some areas and during certain winters the widespread avail 
ability of' food at teedere ma, make a difference in bow· many of certain speci•• 
survive, but, tor the moat part, the weather itself' and the availability ot natural 
foods are much more significant factors. Ask Danny Bystrak, the '?riadelphia Christmas 
Count compiler, what happens to the population of Carolina Wrens during severe winters- 
despite numerous feeders in both Howard and Montgomery counties. 

Ms. Minsky al 110 attributes a diverH population of birds in cities to bird 
feeding claiming, •1:r it weren't tor birdseed, there probably wouldn't be many birds 
oxcopt pigeon, in large citiea.11 Not only does this indicate a woeful lack ot know 
ledge (or research) regarding tho variety of' habitats found in even our largest citi••, 
but. atbt n�_1:v•lY. as_�-•-• �}lat �9.8' ��c�_o, present would eat feeder tood it it were 
offered to them which, of courH, i• not the case. Nev York Oity ha1 a bird list Y 
numbering in the hundrecla and the aame ia true of most of our major metropolitan 
ateae.. Oloaer to home, both Washington, D.o. and Baltimore, Md. have numerous choice 
birding spots. Interested city resident• can look forward to an astonishing parade 
ot species in the course of a year, most of' which would find little or nothing at a 
feeder to interest them� 

The reporter also pointe out that cracked corn and peanut hearts can develop the 
carcinogen af'latoxin through incorrect storage. This threat is 1111811 at best. Her 
point losee credibility when eho quot•• a Mr. Christian Herter, Maine-based marketing 
con,ultant for the Audubon lSooi•tf, as eaying birds choose peanuts at feeders because 

11they like tho way peanut• moll. Although there is no unanimity among ornithologist• 
as to the ability of birds to detect odors, generally the more primitive orders have 
the mo st developed sense of SD ell. While the highly evolved passerine s that frequent 
our f'eedore seem to have little or no ability to differentiate food in that fashion. 

I am willing to agrH that there are many f'acet11 to bird feeding. One could 
build a oaae tor discontinuing it on the baeie of cat, or rats in the neighborhood, 
the expen•• involved, the preeence of' alien or feral species, or an inability to 
provide an uninterrupted ,uppl'f of f'ood all Winter. To claim that feeding is a 
significant danger in upsetting th• ancient migration patterns of' numerous species, 
could be a cause tor wide�pread canoor, or ia substantially changing the mix of' 
species in areas is an exceedingly large ·seed to ,wanow--at lee.et not without some 
documented atudie• cited. Tb• article 1s not totally negative nor completely inac 
curate, but it contains enough half-truth• eo that it is a pity that it··a.ppeared in 
IIO widely diatributed and prestigious a publication. When I n,ed business reports -:-- 
I can consult the Journal with aome confidence, but when I need accurate bird infor- '-...-/ 
mat.ion I go to ornithological journal•, research institutions, books, or bird · . 
biologists. loet' a hope that readers of the Journal will do likewise. 

* • • • • • • * * * * * • • • • * • • 



BUILDING A KESTREL HOUSE 
HOMES FOR.OUR SMALLEST FALCONS 1" x 10"--6' 

,,--- i : -_� (3) 
.. - _C!__ -·' 

(4) 

·GUIDE 
'I) Nails act as hinges to swing sLde open for cleaning arid monitoring. 

2) Entrance hole is 3" in diameter and 9-10" above floor. 

3) An inside ,perch shoµld be placed. 3" from bottom of entrance hole. 
Use half of entrance cut-out and attach with screw. 

4) Use a screwdriver or auger to make indentations inside the front 
and under the entrance hole to .enable the young to climb to exit. 

5) Five �" holes should be drilled in. floor .for 'Water drainage. 
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6) A cleat above roof is optional but may hold j:he roof better in place ancl prevent 
rain seepage. 

7) Two 3/8" ho Les should be drilled at top of both sides for ventilation. 

,8) CONSTRUC'IYION TIPS: For easier construction, the roof should be put on last. First 
� step is tthe side being nailed to back; then front to side; then floor; hinged side· 

is next to last before the roof. NOTE: Hinged side.is\" shorter than other side 
to allow side to swing.open. The roof and top of front couid be beveled 5 degrees 
for a tighter fit. 

9) A six foot board, 1" x IO" can be .used with no waste • For the roof, a 1" x 12'' 
'boa rd 13" long should be used. 



BE A KESTREL KARETAKER 
A few words about our smallest falcon.·. 

The American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) is our smallest falcon and the most 
brightly colored of our hawks. It is the only small hawk with a facial mask and rusty 
red back. Also known as the Sparrow Hawk or Killy Hawk. it is about the size of a 
robin or mourning dove. . 
· The Kestrel is often seen hovering (hunting) over a field or meadow and frequents 
poles and wires along roadsides. Their principal diet is insects. grasshoppers and 
mice 

NESTING SITES 
Kestrels have historically been cavity nesters but will also use secluded buildings 

and crevices. Unfortunately, man has removed many dead trees and old buildings, 
plus now the Kestrel must compete with millions of pesky Starlings for nesting sites. 
Fcrtunatety.Kestrets take well to manmade houses and here's your chance to help 
out · · 

PICKING A HOUSE SITE 
Good locations for a Kestrel house are open fields and meadows or along fence 

rows. Houses can be mounted on utility poles. buildings. lone trees, or your own 
post. The house shoulc;I fai:�Jn a south or ..easterlirurection.Eick.a locaJkm.wbere.a 
tall tree or pole/wires are within 100-200 yards, as Kestrels like a high perch near the 
house. The height should be 10-15' from the ground and the entrance should not be 
hindered by twigs or branches as the Kestrel prefers an uninhibited exit from the · 
house. · · 

TO AVOID LADDERS 
When picking your house· location. keep in mind that the house needs to be 

cleaned and checked periodically. Therefore, do not erect it where it is impossible to 
reach later--with a ladder or from your vehicle. An alternative to ladders is to put up 
your own post (a 4" x 4"--eight feet long attached to a 2" x4"-�twelvefeet long) with 
six inch bolts which will enable you to swing the house down. It is often difficult to 
find a tree or pole facing the right direction which isn't miles from your car! With your 
own post. you can dig a hole wherever you find an ideal spot. The only tools you'll 
need later are a wrench (and a screwdriver for opening the box). The height of the 
box can be 14-15 feet from the ground (see diagram) 

MONITORING THE HOUSE 
It is very important to check the house weekly in the Spring to keep Starlings and 

other undesirables out of the house. Kestrels take no nesting materials into the 
house. so 2 - 3" of wood shavings or coarse sawdust should be put into the house. 
Straw or dry leaves are also acceptable. Screech owls w'ill also use a Kestrel house 
and are desirable tenants. They also bring, no nesting material, so any nesting 
material Ioundin the box will 99% of the time be Starling and should be removed. 
And Starlings will be persistent. so at least weekly checks of the house are necessary 
i" the nesting season (Starling eggs are pale blue while Screech Owl's are white and 

_Kestrel eggs are w_hite/cinnamon colored with spots of brown.) 

BUILDING A HOUSE 
Kestrel houses are easy and fun to build. Ideal material is rough redwood or cedar 

which last longer but are somewhat expensive. Wood which is subject to warping 
can be stained or painted a natural color. See page for plans and building 
instructions. 

BARN OWLS 

Another raptor which is a cavity nester 
and takes well to manmade boxes is the 
Barn Owl. Also. the Barn Owl is suffering 
the same plight as the Kestrel (loss of 
nesting sites) as many old barns. silos. 
and buildings are falling Or being torn 
down. The Barn Owl has a longer 
nesting season than the Kestrel and 
there have been instances where owls 
have taken up residency the next day 
after a box has been erected. 

Two Kestrel Karetakers are also 
participating in a Barn Owl nesting 
proqram (Stiles Thomas, Allendale. New 
Jersey and Roger Jones. Falls Church. 
Va.) but we would like to encourage 

'more persons to take part in this worthy 
project. In the next "news." we will 
include Barn Owl nesting results. If you 
-have Barn Owl boxes in 1980. please 
include them on the back page of the. 
Kestrel Nesting Form. 

Dimensions for a Barn Owl box can 
vary. however a satisfactory size would 
be: 12" high. 18 - 24" wide. 28- 36" long 
(top open). Boxes should have 2" of 
wood shavings or sawdust in then, and 
be mounted high in an enclosed silo or 
barn--away from danger of predators 
(raccoons) 

WE NEED YOUR .HELP 
•,. "''. 

Kestrel Karetakers Is a new 
organization without any dues or visible 

· means of support.. To help defray 
postage and printing costs, a $1.00 or 
more donation would be appreciated. 

Name ------------ 

City----"-- 

O Keep me on the mailing list 

D Enclosed is a donation of ($1 or 
more) $ __ towards printing/postage· 
expenses. 

D I have active Kestrel houses. 

Send to: Kestrel Karetakers 
3549 Devon Drive 
Falls Church, VA 22042 



IDENTIFICATION: AMERICAN GOLDFINCH Mar.ty Cheatem 
1'be American Goldfinch {;tpinu• tri.ti•) i• a year around. rend.ent here and. 

•a• • popul a:r Hl eotion as the ottioial Howarcl 'County bircl a tew year, ago. It 
1• • lively and interesting bircl1 fun to watch and .tudy in ..-ooping tUgbt• 
with ita companion a aU calling per-ohio-o-ree, • 1 per-obio-o-ree• or teed.in&, 
otten two or three at a time, on one thi.tle plant. However. here I Will cliaouu 
only the identifying teature,. The jet black and brilliant yellow color, IO 
00111111on in aumer give we.y to a rather clull yellow-olive in tall ancl winter. 

The BUD111er male is ditt'ioult to contuse with any other bird beoa.use it it 
the only mall (analler tban a House �arrow) bright yellow bird with black 
wings and crown. The bircl neare.t to it in appearance which ia &llO here in the 
auDmer would be perhap• the Yellow Warbler which 1• yellow all over and does not 
have tbe .tubby finch bill. Male and female goldtinohea in Winter are generally 
much like the 1w111aer female in plumage. These birds are uaetreaked above and 
below and a light. dull olive-yellow with brown edge, to black wing• and tail. 
&Jmetimes a yellow •boulder patch caa be Hen on the mal ea. (Pine -ti.akin• mar 
ahow yellow but are detinitely .tr•ak•d.) Ia the very early spring when molting, 
the males Will appear with yellow blotches all over their body. 

Li.ten thia winter tor the two winter 10ngs. The flight aong ia 1per-obic 
o-reea (some say it 10uad• more like "potato chip1) and a aott, aaoending 
whistle aound, something like • ,weet1 or "aweeyeet• when the birds are at th• 
feeder. They definitely will be a vilitor at Winter feeder•, especially it their 
favorite thi.tle (niger) aeecl i• offered. 

CAVITY NESTING BIRD ENTHUSIASTS PLEASE STAND UP 
Aooompanylng this iaate ia a ae.tbox diagram s.titable tor an tmerican--ICe.trel. 

:S.ver&J. yeara ago we pul.>liabed plane tor a bluebird box; dimension• for variou• 
other cavity nesting speoi•• boxea are av&ilabl e in the club publication Attracting 
Bird• in the Maryland Piedmont. The Board haa indicated an interest in knowing 
what speoiee of cavity nester• you are particularly interested. in, what specie• 
you erect boxee tor, and which oaea you would like more intormatioa about. Ia 
there eutticieat interest., tor instance, in tallying the number ot bluebird.a or 
chickadees tledged tor the clubf Make known your intere.ta to Preaid•nt Mike 
McOlure, 5}1-6170 J Vice-pr••· *,eve :at.man, 7'0-4619, or Treaaarer David Pardoe, 
5,1-6452. 

Native oavity nesting specie• found in Howard Oounty during the breeding 
1ea10n include not only the American lest.rel and la.tern Bluebird, but also varioua 
apeciea of woodpeokera, Oarolina Obiokadee, Tufted Tit.moue•, Wood Duck; Bara, Barred, 
& Oommon aoreeob OWl; Tr•• •allow, J\.arpl• Martin, Great Orested nycatcher, Houae 
Wren, f'rothonotary Wanl•r (very •all Dl.111.bera) & White-breasted Nut.hatch. Not 
9J.l ot theH species have been touad ne.ting in boxea in tbi e county, but at ti.1nea 
they are certainly oandidate• tor uaing what we provide. 

DIRECTORY TO BE COMPILED 
•• u1Ull we plan to iss.te a directory tor club members around the first of the 

year. Th• Board bas requested that this year those individuals who are interesti.d 
in rare bird aightings in the county be ahown on the listing. It you did not in 
dica1ie your interest when yol.l f'illed out this year• a questionnaire and meberahip 
applica1i1on, call Mike McOlure, 5}1-6170, before December l and aak ,to be listed 
•• part of' the Rare Bird Alert. Please 8J.10 make any name, addresa, or phone 
changes known 1io him b:y th\l'lt. d�il'll,. 



COMMITTEE HEADS NAMED 
'1'eaident Mike McOlure baa named tbe following individuals.to chair com 

mitt••• for the 1980-81 yeara BooklJ't.ore, Brenda &ricaaon; Pield Tripi, Iva 
8.lnell; Newlll.etter, Jo &>l•J Programs, Nan Rhinelander; fUblicity, Brenda 
Bell; •ed :S.le, Bileen Olegg; Waterfowl Committee, Pat Birnie. Th••• indi 
vidual• along with the elected officers and trust••• make up the Board ot Dir 
ector•• They welcome auggeltiona and ideas from the membership. 

YES, THERE REALLY IS A MARYLAND BIRDLIFE AND NOW ALSO THE YELLOWTHROAT 
Inevitably queltiona are raised by relatively new members who claim that they 

have been MOS member a tor a year or more and have yet. to receive a copy of the atate 
journal. Regrettably Maryland Birdlife baa been running considerably in •rF•ara. 
A recent change in policy will, we hope, allow it to come out closer to acbodulo in 
the future. In addition, a newlll.etter waa recently authorized on a trial baeia 
whiob will come out bimonthly in an effort to keep member• throughout the IJ't.ate in 
touch with one another. It will be called The Yollowthroat (couldn't it be Tho 
Maryland Yellowtbroat to oatabliab an inst.ant ,tat• idontity'l) The editor is Dan 
Boone. 

MIGRATION DATES NEEDED 
J>on't 'torget-"to pa-n-a).ong -yonr tali- "1rig1'Mioiort eate• �val-e-eH departure•) '-::::1'1 

to Jo :SOlem, 725-50�7 by Uec. 5th. They are comp1lod tor Maryland Birdlif'e. 

Howard Oounty KOS 
1o617 Graelocb Rd. 
Laurel, MD 20810 


