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ii\.inday, January 28,1979, about ll &00 -A.M .. -,Ali.i;e KJ.'etz and f.i,nde McDaniel not:i.,:ied 
a b:t;,'d w:t t.h a bright, yellow thi·oet and hr.east omong the collection of several hundred 
B:rown-,headed Cowbirds, Oommon Grackles, and Red.,.,vingod.. Blackbirds that W!)rct feeding 
in .J!l.c;,sii a yard ln the Vantage l?o:tnt. area of OolUT11biao The yellow wae much more extim� 
sive t,bao that of a female Red-winged Blackbird so &ice called Marty OhestQI!o Davj,d 
Holmes \ias f.11 S<} co .. 1tacted but was une.veilebloo Mart,y exaJD:ined the bird and tAAggested 
a Yel':cw=haaded Blackbird. Jo .iolem arrived and agreed with Marty, but since both 
indiYidtlals laJk:ed experience with female and juvenile YeU.ow�,headed Blackbirds• ft 
:reiJJeiM,d uns.i.bstantiatedo Tho bi.rd dirJa.ppearad. in the late afternoon and we.s not seoo 
again u,ntil the day of the next. haa.vy snowfall. Wednesday, Febr...tary 7, e.t 7 ,,o � .. .M,, 
-Al ::Qe spotted the bird egaino I. c:;a.U 1&o David brought him quickly to confil'lll the 
1dent.:J ficatiotJ" �'it eve �imon wbo had al so been alerted arrived to me.lee the necessary 
photog:raph:i.,,;; raco:rdo 'the bii·d left late thet t>,fternoon end has not been seen 81.nceo 
Beceu se of the heav-y �w only tn;;ae- bi:rd.ar-a from- the O.ol-ymbia ere.a who ,u·e on t,he 
Ra re B.i,,t'd .J.l e:rt. were ,;all ed, Ln addi tlon to those pr.eviou sly mentioned the foil.owtng 
&iwa:rd birders :;o\i the bl ackbd rd s tioe Byrnes, E:Ueen Olegg, ·.rerry Kretz, Msn�:l.a &, 
n.Kriil Xr;;.ahnamoo:rtby, and .Marjo:rie Mount.joy,, 

,'he lllust,:.:·at,ion in Robbins is not ldentical to the markings as they wera obaer1ed., 
'fh(3 t".'.>p of 'i:,he head, wings, back, and tail were a plain da1ic brown and the whole bird 
appear ed rethe:i.' sleek and large:r t,han the cowbirds with whore it closely associatad.o The 
f'ac e p,tl:.l".arn appeared broken with some yellow-b1·own above and below the eye wi t,h ·t.he 
:Juggf:iaY,ion of' a darker line through the eye. The chm, throat, and uppe r breast weri:s 
a bdg;ht yellc•i.1�orenge with a broken thin dark line on each side of the throat giving 
the g,:iggeat.ion of' e oollsro '.!'he lower portion of the breast was white with vertical 
brown st,:ripas shading into a solid bx-own belly.. It scratched f'or food on the ground 
and seemed :rat,her aggressi 'leo When :i.t flew t.hare was no white in the wings e 

'Ihi s fine sighting provides several morel a• 1) don°t disni as large flocks of 
bi:rds w:i.thout .oheckang them over ceret'l.llly, and 2) relatively new birders who are care 
i'ul ob server s are capabf e of making exc.1iting dil!\;;overies., '£hanks are due Terry Kretz 
wbo :repeatedly -trudged thro'4gh the snow to apr9ad seed and who aerv1,d as "wectd-·heatel' 
to move the f'Lock into a more visible positiono Ji..ast winter a Varied Thrush in the 
;;;ountt,,' tb.ie yea;;: a Yellow-headed Blackb:i.rd, whet will turn up at a feeder next year? 

",f\n lnt:rodtL:tion to ',;,he Hatu:rsl Hi story of Howe rd C1ourrt,y11 tav.gM. by &il een 01 egg 
and ,J;,J .&.Jlem will again be offered by the continuing education uessione of' Howcu:d 
Community College,, The c:lasa will meet Wednesday evem.ng s at wnloggin Mid.c::iJ. e -School 
and conai st of six cl a ae meet:;_ngs and two f'iel d trips.. Beginning Ornithology is al so 
belrig of'f'er-ed., '1:h:i.s i,s ent,irely a field ccur-se and is geared ·t�o the noviceo Regis·· 
t:ration takea place d.u:ring Mar,::h�·-1.::ntalogues should be mailed ·t.o all county homes 
econ, Ql ssse::1 begin the week of -Apr<U 25,, 



Xhsr.ks to all whC'; ottered t.o sponsor a bird to expand. our mounted oolll.eotiono Wo 
hope to have the new birds on display at the -April meetingo Saab 1101.u:rt; vill be mazkecl 
it1.th donorli a nemeo '.the cilub thanks Joe Byrnea, Marty Obestem, iileeo & John Olegg, 
,JtU..;Hi & Terry Kretz, Olio & Jf!lrry l.eonard, i.inda McDaniel, Fran Nahrgang, Nan Rhinelande;r, 
i'l i se Seey, and Gathy & Lie:roy Will iaJD aon. 

The Feb:n..a::y potlu.t,k for the membership contirauts to be one of our moat. &&oceaeful 
event.so '!his roar betw:,en 65-70 people bra'lfecl the at'temat.b of a major aoowltorm to 
share a social evening� 'l'he f'ood, as always, was delicious and. the al.idea HSI to im 
prove eacn yeuro Than!ce to everyone wbo helped to make the eYening so meorabl e--a 
spe:::ial t.hank you to l.an and Fred Rhinelander who graciously host this event. 

Oi.r ;;lub has boen asked to participate in aa exhibit at the Golumbia Mall s�n 
ff,;.,rt.id by the Howard Qounty Bureau <>t &nviromeatal -.Service.a troa -April 2:;-29, from 
v.:, &00 1'0�•0 - �),00 l'oMo '.this provides us with e1tcellent p14b\ioityo We will cllaplq tJOm� 
9f t,he mo-unt,e<l bi r,.i.s and a ael ection of neete as vell as talk to people who .top to 
exclaim e.ntt adc questions. Volunteers are needed lio 11maa" the .xhibit.., ,Any amount of 
t�.me from ar, hour or two to half a day or an nening would. be appreciate.cl. It you teel 
you. 1toul ti p:re:tt!f:r i:,o tfl!vk with' aom60t1s pl ea,;e specify that. faot. i'l eaee call til een 
en egg 7;'.0 ,,4362 1., ·;olv.nteer,, 

f,:;r y1,)u lii:rda.rs who want to let 1,;he wo:.1.d know of your interest, buy a bumper 
zAicke:r a1� t he next meetiingo '1'he ;.i.ciea wee ooncei ved by a Galif'ornia birder who was 
:\nspLred by the aai.ling enthusiasts who f'or several ;rears have prominently displayod. 
t,he1 r aer.tim mt.s on their carso .Che price i a tloOOo 

Ill.'i.l c:,:1n (j! egg has obtained copies of tbi s pock<1t-eize identification guido recently 
publishetl hy the UoSo Fish and Wildlife .Qerviceo '!here are enough ao that ea�h tamily 
msy be given one. .&.>me were distributed at the potlucko The rest will be available at 
the rewoimie:r of the meetings tbi e year. ,Any not picked up by the Ma,Y meeting will be 
given to new members as they are enrulledo 

i'!f.:aae 0orrec.;t, tho t.elephone number oil your membership list for John & lti.leen 
Glegg t;;, 7;0,.4;6g,., �li.}e & Terry Krotz9a number is now 596...09550 

:!' ar;,;.,- yf' ou r mtllilbe:;,,·G has fl typewri't:.e:r gathe:���ng dust that they would be willing 
'C donat.e ·'-,'.; \:..he :ll'.b, pl ease cor.·t,act f'reaide11t Jchn Cl egg, 1,0�1;621). 



\._..· �"" .fROOR,!Mi <'- awanefield llementuy .SObool, 7145 :foKo 

"'.M.ARo 8, THU. = 11 Birds, i>lants, •phibians of the .$:Dokies and .aouthern -,Appalaohiaos." 
111'ris II and Marcia Xriehnamoorthfo For the naturaliet, tbere ia no other area 
quite like it in eastern North 1'.meriiJa. aome and find out wbfo 

<; ,ci, �wa. *, '.CHU. - "The Oourtahip ot ..Animal a.• Maq Water. Mary hae beon • columnist. 
for the Baltimore,!:!!! tor years. .a,me ot her nature writinge for the paper 
have been collected in a book entitled Wildl� They reflect ber aonait.ivit1 
to the world al'OQnd her. No charge to m•bers; •all r .. tor noa...mbereo 

�.IND,AR :;: fl&,l) 'llUJ>$ - Keet at awanatiel.d l\sentary Jicbool, Ooclar Ji.ene, Oolumbia. 
unl eH otherwise indicated. 

M�R. 4, .cJJN .... COWMBl.j WKU.., ispeoially good tor beginning birdera. Meet 1,00 i>.Ko 
wader; Cathy Willia aon, 7,<>-05,8. 

M.ARo 25, $JN. ""' BO.MJMY HOOK A?IONA. WI.Dr..Jri RBPUG&. .i.1 day trip to ill.tern au>re 
:.efuge. J.i.ngering wintering species and early spring migrants. Meet 7 ,oo -A.H. 
wader: Marty Obest.mi, 1,0-1527. Bring lunoh. 

<, 
M.AR. }l, s.>.To - ,AJU>HlBI-AN W,AUt. Howard Oount.J location; · reeerve by celling lead�n·o 

w.mi t 15 members, age 9 and older. Meet 7 ,oo i.M.., L.eader, Jo .ac>lem 725-';()'7. 

-Ai'Ro 7, �·ro - BWOKw�·r� !MTIONAi.o Wl�IFS: lW'UOS: -AND $ANDY J>OlN! $£..ATS: .f-ARKo -All 
day trip to see waterfowl and marsh birds. Meet 7 sOO oA.M. wader, John 

� '-1l�gg,,_ _13.o,,A}6?�- Bring lum:h • 

. ..._,, -Ai:'Ro 9, MO.N. - Dia:JOViRY W,.U.X - F•UI..XNIR RIDGE, OOW.MBU. ,All Discovery Walks are co 
sponsored by Howard Oo. Department of Recreation & farlcao Meet 91;c> �oKo at 
Hespa:rus Dr. & lron fen il� i>arenta witb children in strollers are welcome. 
b.eederea Jo -Solem, 725-50-'7 & Bill Ickert, �-2i.84o 

·� AiR., 14, �T .... WU,.OFli.OWmft WAL.& - f..AT�alO Sf-A'rl i-ARK, GJr..SN '4RlN!a .AR&:i.4. ,Along River 
Road in Howard ce, Bfing e hand l ena. Meet 8 aOO ..AoMo for i dq tr1po waders, 
Ghuck Dl.lpree 796-1086 & Jo a>lem 125-,:,,1. 

"'i>Ro 17 t TU io - Dl-SJOV SRY w..u.g - W.Ki UHOBN, OOWMBI-Ao Meet 9 a;c> ..A.M., at Boat Do oleo 
£troll era velco,r;e. wadersa Marcia ltriebnamoorthy, 997-5967 & Bill �kert, 
992-2484. 

-A�Ro 20, FRI. - WOOOOOCK W-AUC. To observe court.ship tligbto Wear dark-colored long- 
sl eeved shirt and long pants. i,.imit 15 m•bers, age 9 and oldero Oall li..inda 

.McDaniel to reserve apace, 992-7124. Time 6115 � promptly! Jr..eaders -Al Geiso 

<AiRo 22t SUN. - J. O�.OOING HABITAT, JMVID FOICS OOUNlY 1'41UCo i'.ophaais foz· this second 
i:.rip will be wildflower identification. Bring hand_ lens. J.,.eaderea Marcia 
Kri ehnemoorthy t 997•5967 &. Bill Ickert, 992-2484. I · 1:> <J o.n-, ; 

/li'R., 25, \·/�. -� DI�OVERY WAX, SikfHONI WOOD$, 00..UMBUo Meet 9,,0 -A.M. at Ohildrenc s 
'I Zoo parking lot. L,.eaders; -t\lice Kretz, 596-0955 & Bill llckert, m....24840 

\....,. M.AY ;, 'l'HU. - DI�OV tUlY WtU.K, Ji..ONO R�OH, OOWMBUo .Meet 9 ,;o -A.Mo at '.L'emar Dr. & 
�helps Ii.uck Dr., .strollers welcome. Ji..eadersa Marjorie VJOuntjoy, P.,0-587' & 
Bill �kert, 992-2484. 

M-AY 5, !iJ.AT • ... HOW.ARD OOUN'!Y �y OOUNl' .,4l�D i>O'l'L,lJOK '.L'�Ui,.Y DlN.N&':Ro i>l an now to participat� 
in Msy Count this yearo On this day birders all over the state count every bird 
they see and hear in order to census t,he, bird population of' Msrylando Some 



poopl e start before dawn and count until after dark. Others spend. a few hours 
in their own neighborhood.. The Howard Qounty birders gather eometime after 
5 ,,o i'.M. at the ahinelanders to tally their aigbtinga and to abare a potluck 
dinner. If you. are a relatively new birder ask to be paired with aomeone more 
experienoed. It8 e a dq you cu never regret and 70\1 are sire to see some new 
birds--if not for your i,.ife i,,i st then· for the year. Ohan Bobbins uaually counts 
in Howard County so this is a good chance to meet one of the authors ot .Birds 
ot North .,erioa. You do not hsvo to aome to the tally to count so oell 1,4.nda 
McDaniel 992=7124 or John 01 egg 7;0-4�62 to volunteer. We need YOUR help! 
&ice Kretz will be the meal ooordinator, 596�9". Oall her for directions 
and food assignment. 

G,AL..iND.AR - BOARD MTi:IU I.Ml 

MAR. 22, THU. -- 'J:he March Board Meeting will be beld at .Uice lretz8 s, 54,5 Ring Dove 
kne, Qolwabiao ':Cel o 596..,0955. 

'l'wo Field Wo<!Jkshops are being sponsored by the chapter to provide instruction and 
experience for memberso The sessions will be ,-4 bo11rs in l engtb on March 18 (.Qin.) and 
May 20 (am.). Both· begin at 7 ;00 -A.Mo and will meet at .SWansfiolld Sl.ementary ..ieb:>olo 
'l'heir primary emphasis will be on song with some work on field markeo 'i'he March session 
will anphasize sparrows and late winter residents and will be held at J?iney Bun i>arko 
'the May meeting will focus on warblers and vireos in the Glen AJ\rtney area of Fatapsco· 
.State J.>ark. The sessions will meet no matter what tbe weather but· mq be held inside 
in case of inclement·conditfonso:c Tbeae·worlcebops ar�r-not aimed "at-the novice • .Qom& - 
basic knowledge of comorvbird songs is necessaey. If in doubt, call DaTid and d1scl.lss 
it with him, 1,0-108;. The fee tor each session 1 s $2.5(). OlassEia are limited to a 
maximum of 12 people, first come, first served with a waiting list., To register tor ons 
or both sessions contact mi.leen Olegg, 7}0-4}62. 

Do you enjoy walking in the woods in the spring looking for wildflowers? If so, 
then you may wish to help in a survey of the wildflowers of the county headed by Qhuck 
Dupx·ee and Jo Solem. You don° t need to be a trained botanist, but you do need a field 
guide end know how to use it. Qbeck lists will be available shortly on which you can 
enter the dates of' flowers you observe. -An evening of slides to introduoe observers to 
the variety of flowers in Howard Oounty during the spring season» will be held on March 
17, Saturday, at 7:50 �oM. at Jo .fiolemcs. Call her at 725-�,7 to indicate attendance 
and to obtain directions. It is .NOT necessary to attend in order to participate in the 
flJ.rveyo If you will not be able to attend the March obapter meeting or the wildflower 

meeting, oall Ght.lok 796-1086 or Jo and request that a fonn be mailed to yo6o 

JOIN£ FOH,AY WITH BROOKS .BIRD QL,UB 

The Brooks Bird Olub of West Virginia is holding its annual Harper« s Ferry foray 
this year for perhaps the last timeo The weekend originated some years ago as a search 

\....,, fo:r the $.tttontl s Warbler, a rare hybrid. This year the foray will zun from Friday 
evening, Mey 18 to &.indey noon, Mey 200 �11 day �aturday and $.tndoy morning are given 

� over to birding and botanizing with knowledgeable people who know the area well. Reser·� � t vations should be made at the Oliff aide Motel, John & June New�omer, Hsrper3 s Ferry, 
-��West Virginia 25425. Mention that you ere with the Brooks Bird Olub and they will �i group the room s, Be S'..tre to bring a reincoat ai:i trips go rein or shine. For additional 
� :i.nf'otrnat,:"Lon call ,Arme l!,,l ewellyn 7;0�.59� who has been a Brook a member for yearao We may 

ab]. e to arrange car pools if there i a a need, 
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\{o s ·���(·"\.ainly (JJrJ;f1 �JJf i1aturf, ;;: UJOS··'--' p-�.relst\·:�tl r·1:.·.;t�AI es r;f :f;L: 
.,,, 'r11 i ve, orhi msr:1y would �ompa'fe, h.iu .. ·,.th H i,'"�,,, • t,_ li· ,-, r· 
,,s y: h':"' rK,iov:, about t.he irnme:, H a fur , ,� , 13th':l' ,, rr:1vi P a ,:· u! ,:1 :, ·- 
M . .-,:,,1.iy g;veiBt-1'"1�, L am descrlb ng 1:n1 ,,,po·,•!"llm,, -A'�'.,i_,aJJy am gn nt) c.i ,,-_:, ,, 

..;: ,. lios&u:1/', wh,h:h ,cam·� t;o our p ar.Lo o\tH'Y wght l,;is' -w rit.�," ac,,ekLc 1c-o,i t. t: 
::,, n1 ,u1y.:. appt•!,l"ed around 10 ;00 i'c,Mo juet ,1s \,,,,, w,n, ce\' 1 ,,g, 11':··wn b1<,\ ,, 

·:\ li a att,g�i we,e (11,H,GJd�., \)U.:r 1tv\ng Y'oorn \fhete 'he''· ,t.l nc of \en··• 
oitc,;·f;J 1:J'ar,;,w announc.ed his &I't va, W,;:; e.':"-"ay,:, !!lLd'agtd.,,;·-�� 1-:i'I �-, ,�-u t:. 

h m,, )r". 1;.,i b r£,e.d wao h a f'a·vor\ t.t'l.o i!i:f. ;:d \-Ja.y . alH, a) .r•,, rJYiJ,.;J, ;,;· u: 1. si: ,L l 
, u·_:,1 p s ": \; "HI his b a ku,,de"' l.'tHi,re w11s .'o u ap . en:.y f,,,d vi·; ,),_,, 'J nc."1,,.,· 

•i '� h, 'if., a ,:omperr"cin et·:ng,, •.rnJ eBe ,13-.J, er; ma• ha ni,:·• ,, 'Ii' 

;_\, ,;:hLJ ;;' j,:;.y:1.n :0:0a, king} he oe·errif'l ��19 - LU d i:if''J ' .. n·.,' '.) '· £,S, r: ,-,· 

;1 hl!i iL,ti11'.t1ti :r;,dng .oom , wa(' i._,,,� �a- h.,·ig h m an vi"•.; f;J' 

:'.·1 --t�r1.'t ht1 1'11� i::;n'-1 

']F'•t handf'IO!lJO)', 

' '" . ,' Yk@y V l. t1.uee e:!JI bes.ng banded s the 1J,. ara 1.:'J,, da _l.,wp_ 
I'-.-/ ·itH 1:1 b·1th J c:i.i,era end m,,mber5 end m ea $'.,u <;i :/ " � t'b�y 3! e f'ae'.c.,,,,.:: (i ti.ii.ti 

'°\"''! !J:�-���,� c\:t- ts�� -wtng-� J:itrkay- Vu). \��.r·o-� --ot":;.; wtg ;;-aL,.,;.!Y -�:-�d. �e1i,;y �.;;.r...� b. £;.i_,.i. __ 

" nt·":I 1n �Ham ( �sit bi,.ru,,n .,f ym, t:hn,.t d sip)·, tt at \:it: '-"' ,, ',� 

•10, ,nd tit-t,:1nng end read the ',�ode., .bu·d. '.J,u ,nf,n:ua' .,b, ,. L:•.'L ··.,; 1, 
,),:'1: r Mtgi�tg.cy B�.;cl Mc,venentB,, u"rL f, &. 'fl,..:,;,, �,.aL e i-L\, �1- n t ''F: 
.,;!i,.f: ,, .1-'arne15,; GRby� 68_;,';;.' �i,Wo 68th S'!'"'' 'i, M, am ll , '..la 

:;iicw:J.y bt:&. !lUrely wo'' re expanding out ,tiembe.rsh'.;p he L J'iJ" .:i.mr.c >. r, ,,.,,., ,2r 

V·· ,1 �, • hi, to-t.�l. memberahlp haa topicltJ<l one hundred� '!'he>>, n ,,e :s.til l c;,,ny n(J vi<l\.1,, 4'1 
},,:p'e .:ur interest 'l.n tho natural w:::-rl.d who e:i:e nc,t yet ,H:tnr,e!'iL :i::.u, ;,o J. :- et' , • 

,,y u .2 j1.i et, whrft. t 6 nee.deiL 

' (__-·!l'( 

l.\ 

.. a ·,L• ,1 ha\e '"lw me f2:A1 bets? ;-.[: ': b 
k ti f1 n i ,� / '"·l & Y 9 0 �·, ha�;- l'.1 Li C:' �: 'E· �11,,,1 � ;,; {J �·� .'. Yi t!. 

h f1,11" b, ,.,_; ,jo you shiay a hou e "" th yc1., 
,·phan't, :1C"l,? :., Wh;y ta tht •:..:r<ow \1:,c b•a ··-=ii:{. , ,. 1 c: d,,;·1 

} ,tio: Why :fo du,"k,,, ,".tOC!. gees,: fl:r rv,,:,L tJ ',h.c, _:o• ngl 

,.I -�-· 

'l 


