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FIFTH ANNUAL WORKSHOP AND NATURE CRAFL gHOW - SATURDAY, JAPRIL 8

The fifth asnnual birding workshop sponsored by the Howard Qounty chapter of MOS
along with the Patuxent Bird Glub will be held the afternocon of Saturdsy, April 8th,
ab the Glenelg Country School on Folly Quarter Foad in Howard County.

our featured identification ssssion will be " Sparrows by $ight and gound' by
David Holmes who will help us sort out the "little brown birds." Hs will also include
some of the eimilar sppearing finches for compazison. We will also be privileged to
have Bawrence Zeleny italk on the Eastern Bluebird population snd how we cen help it
while M, Kathleen Klimkiewicz will discuss the best methods to use %o attract Purple
Marting, For those who are interested in plantings on their property Nan Rhinelander
will describe how you can " Landscape for the Birds.” The newest Howard club slide
show "Nesting Birds of the Piedmont" will be presented by John Clegg (there are some
lovely bird slides in this show). Eileen GQlegg will discuss some of the wild flowers
that can be found at this season with emphasis on some of their botanicel and medi~
\_ Cinel qualities. There will be three sessions with the firel beginning at 13115 P.M.,
the second at 2:50% and the-third at 3:45., During each of tjge sessions there will be
a different presentation especislly degigned for children. These clagses will be led
by Dawny Moxrie & Mary Hall, $ybil Mc Kennon & gheila Glanz, and Qathy Williemson &
Sarash Haviland,Come for on2 or all of the workshop sessions and bring your friends
and neighbors--it 18 open to the public without charge,

In addition to the workshop we will again feature a nature arts and crafis show
seb up in the gymnasium from 12:50 =~ 5:00 P.M, with local individuals eoxhibiting a
wide range of creft items perbtaining to nalure. 1f you are intereated in exhibiting
please cell Bileen Glegg 7304362, 4 bluebird box, a matted goldfiuch print (officiel
Howard Gounty bird), and a bird book will bs raffled with the drawing taking place :
betwsen the second and third sessiong, 4 food booth is being planned, If you would
like to meke a donation of balted goods call Oathy Williemson 750-0538, Proceeds from
tne show are donated to the MOS Senctuary Fund. Do yvou need direciions or have gques-
tions? Gontach Jo Solem 725-5037. We'll look forward to seeing yous

HAY GOUNT QOMING - May 6, Saturday

Regerve Saturday, May 6th, if you would like %o spend sll or a portion of the day
counting lingering wintering aspecies, breeding birds, and migrents. Join wiih observers
ell over ithe state who are tabulating birds on %that date, You don'%t have to be a super
birder and especial encouragemen®t is given to thosge people who may be new and would like
%o learn. Volunieer to go with an experienced person or jush count in your own neighg
borhood for a few hours ligting those birds you are sure ¢f. Any help isg welcomed-—
there is a lot of territory to cover, Give GathyWilliamson 750-0%%8 a call if you'd be
able to helpe A tally and potluck ie held at the Rhinelanders at the end of the day,
but it is not necessary to come in the evening in order to participate in the sount
during the day. &very pair of eyes end ears is needed, Volunteerl



<o SPEQ: MEN COLLEGTION GROWING

uring June 1977, the Howard Chepter o§ MOS received pemits from the state
and federal governmenis to salvage nesbs and gpecimens for use in our educational
progvams, Thanks %o the cooperation of members and friends we will have some 20
mounted birds by the time the workshop rolls axound, The new specimens will be dig-
played there =0 be sure Yo come and %heke a look., George Gassells, whe lives in Caye-
70ll “ounty, mounts birds as & hobby and has been very helpful in trading some birds
hz hag to colarge our collection, Duplicates that we receive are traded. dAmong thoas
who o Ter have found dead birds and passed them along ic us are the following: Rawn
¥orris, FPrances Ehlers, Cathy Willismeon, Marty Chestem, Max Casper, Lucile Poaters,
do Solem, Aone Willis, Edith & Savah Haviland, Pat Jackson, Ruth Qairns, Bob Herndon,
and Frences Nahrgang.

CALENDAR = Field Trips - See Field Trip List mailed im January for more de%sil sa

March 5 - Sun, - EARLYBIRDERS = Meet 7:00 A.M, Swansfield HMementary; & day or less

S March 12 - Sua.- GULLS AT BAGK RIVER WASTE TRIATMENT PLANT, Meet 12530 P.M. at

Swangfield Elementary - Jim Stasz, leadur 235-5859.

Maych 18 ~ gat.- BLAGKWATER NWR AND MILL GREBK SANGILUARY, HMeet T7:00 A M., Swansefield

Elsmentary. A1l day; bripng lunch. Ghuck Dupree, leader 790~1086.

Sun.= EARLYBIRDERS - Mech 6:30 A.M,~ Swansfieid; 4 day or less
> Sote~ HOWARDG GOUNTY MOS/PATUXENT BIRD CLUB WORKSHOP AND NATURE GRAFL 2HOW.
Glenelg Country .Gchool, Folly Quarter Rd., 12:30-5:00 P, M. 3ee ps la
April 11 - Tues. DLGGOVERY WALK -~ LAKE ELKHORN, Heet 9:30 A.M, Lake Elkhorn Landing,
~ Owen Brown, Columbia. Mai'cis Krishnamcorthy, leadexr 9975967

N\~ Tupril 16 « un.~ BIRD AND BIKE HIKE - GOLUMBIA, WEEP. Meeb at 9:00 4,M. Bring your bike.
% day. MdTjorie Mountjoy THUHETE & John Ulegg 7304362, lemders.

Wedo- DLGUOVERY WALE ~ LAKE KIPTAMAQUANDI/WILDE LAKE, Meet 9:30 4M,
Cross Keys Inn parking lo%, Oolumbiame— Eilesn Glegg, leader 730-4542

N dpril 25 -~ Sun.t WILD FPLOWER WALK -~ Meet 1:00 PMe Swansficld Elementary School.

Jo Solem, leadexr 7255037,

Thurg.Dl S00VERY WALK ~ SOUTHERN HOWARD COUNTY 4IONG MIDDLE PATUXENI RIVER,
Meet 9:50 A.M. ab Goodwlll Box, Atholion thopping Genter on 01d
Golumbia Rd. near interssction of Rte 29 & 32. Jo $olem, ldr, 725=5C37.

May 1 -~ Mon, DAi.SGOVERY WALK -~ BRIGHION DRik FOR AZALEAS, HMeet 9:50 A.M, Brighton
bam parking lot, Gathy Williamson, lesder 730-0338,

3at. HOWARD GOUNTY MAY COUNT AND FOTLUGK TALLY INNMEE., CGoordinator
Qathy Williamson 7300338, See article in this issue.

Moy G = Tuep, DISCOVERY WALK - PATAPS0O S47E PARK. Meet 9 :20 A.M, Hollefield

section of park om Rte 20, west of river. Jo Su lowa
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Progrems ~ T:45 P.M. Swensfield Elementary School

i

> March 9 - Thurs. - Robert Riegler, "Birds of the U.8" featuring his year long trip
\ around the country observing and photographing birds.
April 1%3.~ Thurs. ~ Chandler 3. Robbins, "Birds of Kenya." It ig always = prvilege
%0 have somsone of Chan'g gtatuve speak to us, This is your chance
“o meet and hear one of the authors of Birds of Norih Awerica.

§

BOARD MEETINGS

/.
~ S Maxrch 23 ~ Thurs. 7330 P.M. GCathy Williamson's, 5782 Flagflower Plece, Folumbis.
~ - If you need directions cull 730-03%8.
April %% ~ Thura., 7:30 PoM. kucile Peters' home, 9013 Crestleigh Rdé., Ellicott Qity,
465-6293 - Q1d and new officers at this meeting.



@8 RARE BIRD ALERT
e The winter of 1977-78 has seen a pumber of rare birds visit central Maryland,
Some of cur chapler members were notified but there may have been others who were
interested in such sightingse, DRavid Holmes is the heed of our slert; he oalls Marity
Chesbem 730-1527, Jo $elem 7255037, or Bileen Clegg 7504362, They then contsct the
rest of the individualge If you are Interested in being smdded to the nebtwork, contact
one of the above three numbers. Those now on the list whe do NOT meed o call 18
agein are as follows: Joe Byrnes, Max Qssper, Vince Di Pesquale, Chuck Dupree, "Krig
Krishnemoorivhy, Sybil Mc Kennon, Marjorie Mountjoy. Stephen Simon, Gathy ¥Williamscn,
and Paul Zucker, If you gpot an unusual bird that you think ghould be biought 4o the
attention of locel birders contach Devid 750-7083 oz if uneble to get him csall one

of the other aumbers listed,

NATURAL HISIORY OF HOWARD GOUNTY QOURSE BEING OFFERED

Approval has recently besn granted to Bileen Ulegg and Jo Solem Yo teach an eight
week evening course during the gpring session of {he Howerd Gommunity Gollege Gommunity
Bducation progrem. The course is entitled "4n Iatroduction to the Natural History of
Howard County” and will meet weskly at Dunloggin Middle Schocl beginning on Wednesday,
April 19th. &ix seesions will be in the classroom ueing slides, specimens, guides,
etc, and two will be fisld 4rips. Jubjects to bz considersd are birds, wild flowers,
trees, femms, and herptiles, This will be very basic materisl with the emphasis on how
to use field guides and koys, characlteristics of families, and areas of the county which
are available for public use, @Galalogues ars normally mailed to county residents and
should be availeble shortly. If you have questions call Elleen T30-8362; Jo 725-5037.

- PELAGIC BIRB TRIP B¥ Leroy Williameon o pres
e .

The pelagic birding trips organized by Rlch Rowleti might better be called ocemn-~
going adventures than gimply birding. John ZClegg sad I participated in the one con-
ducted in early December and found it exciting and worthwhile, *The boat leaves the
Ocean City dock et about daybreak, The boat was a 60° comxmerciel fishing "head’ boat
with aboul 50 people sboard,

The ride out of the herbor and to the back sgide of the jetiy produced views of
Purple Sendpipers, Ruddy Turnstones, scoters, Sanderlings, Dusling, mergansers, Oid-
squaw, znd eiders, Turning east we headed for the copen ogean, At this time we be~
gen " chumming 4o attract the birds. " CGhumming' involves ocopsionelly thiowing a
large spoonful of ground beef suet and & slice of old bread off the stern. It worksl
During tho entire ride I don't think we had less than 100 birds trsiling %he boat and
diving for the clum. Thig created an idesl situation for the photographers abecard,
¥e saw shearwaters, Gannets, Black-legged Kittiwekes, Pomerine Jasgers, (lauccus end
Icelend Gulle., At other times you might see glorm petrels, fulmars, other jecgers,
Fkuae, phalaropes, and alcids, We continued due east until about 1:00 P.Me ir clear
werm weather, 4% this point we were on the edge of the Continental Shelf about 60-75
miles eash of Keryland in the srea kuown ag the Baltimore Ganyon. We headed back
woward Ccean Giiy at aboubt 1:30 P.M., and goon ren into some bed weather with choppy
gseas, dAs a result we docked at 12330 P.M, rather than the scheduled 6:30 P.M.
thoroughly exhausted but satisfied,

These trips range in price from $80-35 per person; +the near tem scheduled iripe
\_ @avc #pril 15, May 7, 14, and 28, Full details ere svailable from Richard 4. kowlett,
715 Main Street, Apt. #5, Laurel, Maryland 20810, phone: 301 -498-6091, Rich provides
a fazt-filled brochure which we used in meking arrengements for lodging, clothing,
food, snd our birding homework, I recommend the trip on all ascounts and hope to be
aboard again sdon,
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ALEXANDER WLILSON

\N>%

Born in Paisley, Scotland, in July of 1766, Alexander Wilson obiained scanty
schooling and after seversl yeaxvs as a herdsboy was apprenticed to learn the weaving
trade. He szerved as a peddler %o sell his brother-in-law’s materials eventually
roaming over most of Scotland. While thus engaged he read widely and wrote poetry,
His verses got him into trouble with locel suthorities who were the {targel of some or
his political vhymes so he decided to emigrete % the United States,

In Philadelphia Wilsob found work in an engraverls shop but homesickness moved
him to find worlk and a room with a Scotsman north of the city and he was soon ped-
ling cloth agein. By the avbumn of 1796 he had become the sschoolmaster in the villsge
of Mibegtown north of Philadelphia where he remained for five years. Milestows, lo-
cated in the Uelawars Valley, was the scene of bird migrations which someone with
Wilson' s gensitivity end inquiring mind could not ignore, 4 friend owned an island
in the Belawsre River so he had an opportunity to observe the huge flights of water-
fowl as well ss thet of the songbirds through the region. For ressons not entirely
clear, Wilson left Milestown abruptly teking a position ss a schoolmaster at Greyls
Farry on the other gide of Philadelphia.

e fomed & friendship with artist-engraver Alexander Lewson who suggested thst
Wilson try hie hand at drewing; 41 quickly becawe an absorbing interest. He now
lived ooly a mile from the Bartrsm farm and a desp friendship developed belween Wil-
son snd Willism Bartrem who shaered a love of nsture and a romantic turn of mind, 1%
would be hard to overestimate the importsnce of this reletlionship in accomplishing
the change in Wilson from country achoolmaester to artist-naturalist. He begsn to
drew the birds which lived about his cotiage and by the winter of 1804 began tc snter—
tain hopes of meking a colleciion of drawings of all thgﬂ?irégain that part of Horth
Amexics. ' ‘ e

The next f8ll found him on a trek to Niagara Palls with ftwo companions. He inG
tended o obgerve and collech birds as he went ag well as keep and illustrais o
poetic journsl. The journal was called The Foresterg and ran to 2100 lines of verse.
The thres finglly reached the falls; cold wealher eventually forced them back %o
Fhiledelphia., By the following spring Wilson wasz working on another collection of
bird pictures and turned to Bartram for criticiem.

Wilcon envigioned apn illustrated 10 volume ornithology. To produce a set of this
size would cost & subscriber about $120, an almost unimeginable sum in thoase days, ‘
but Wiloon did wot let the practical asgpecte of his imagined project deter him.
Though he returned to the classroom to provide his subsistence, he began Lo learn
sngraving under Lawsoe!s tutelage. He was fortunsie at this point (1806} in being
offered an editing job in Philadelphia which provided him with a much beitter salary.
The publigher for whom he worlked became intereegted in his vision of a comprehensive
American ornithology and committed the compeny 4o producing a trial volume, The plan
was for 10 volumes over a period of five years with each volume containing 10 plates,
oach plate picturing one %o sgix different bird species with a descriptive text, Wil-
son began with the birds in his neighborhood whose specimens were most casily ob-
tained and whose habite were alreedy known %o him. Thig project fused his counsid~
erable artisghioc, literary, and scientific talents. W4g goon 88 & ssuple volume came
off the press in the fall of 1808, he headed norbh to find the needed 200 gubsuribers
for & second wolume but met with =0 little muccess that he set out in the other
direction, He found new birds and drew as he went south and he surpessed hWis sub-
scription goal. By the spring of 1809 he bagan work on volume two. The volumes
with their descriptions were a combination of scientific obssrvation and entextaining
anecdote,
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A8 soon ag volume iwo came off ihe pregs Wileon headed to Pitilsburgk avnd the
Ohio country to gein specimens and subscribers. He sct out slone in a2 ekiff on ine
Loe-nhoked Ghio River foyr the 400 mile journey to Qinginneti. Continuing on to
Louisville he had no luck aelling books though ke had s memorsble crnithclogicsal
engounter, He solicited a young merchant, Johu Jsmes Audubor, then 2% yenrs old,
who, after exemining Wilson's wolumeg, chowed him some of hig own bird diawingse %This
March 1810 change meetlng was the only time these twe men ever met. The .ontyovery
that swirled asround them did nct even begin until after Wilscn's dewth end involved
much wrangling and bitternces by the followers ¢f esch of these artist-neturallste.
Audubon's Birds of America was svon to overshadcw Wilson's more modest extiahic
effortg. The bitterness and hea’ genersied by the two cawps of supporiers tended
w“w cobscure the fect that Audubon, though the superior artist, was not the equsl of
Wilson as an ornithologiste

Wilson continuad to Naghville finding two new warblers, the Kenlucky and Ten-~
nesses, end then followed the Nalchez Trace to New Orleans, By Augast he was bask
in Philadelpnia, Becsuse he wanted to spend so much time working on the next wolume
of his Ornithology, he and the publisher were soon at odds so Wilson resigned bls
aditorial pesition in order to try to spead up publication o hisg series, but 3% wag
Februery, 1811, before the third volume was ready., Wilson was alreedy working with
feverish intengity on volume four with only brief solleching 4vips. By volumes {ive
and gix he was getiing into the shorebirds which ke, like Gatesby, had lelt until last,
He now took what was his last major trip spurred by %the neceasiiy %o collsoet money
duc on the subscriptions, A%V the time he was siffering frew tuberculesels and a heaxt
zondition but completed the trip, In deciining healih he mensged o finush volume
geven during the winter of 1812-13,

9n his return to Philadelphia efter a Gape May collecting trip he fell ill and

died dugust 23, 1813,78t the age of 4757 A ITiend, Georpe Urdr sompleted She pere o

wally finished eighth volume end prepared a ninth. Althougn Wilson had not heen
able to complete his monumsntal work he had cerfainly esrned his place as the
“Father of Americen Omithology.” His memorisls in nomenclature were mauny. -Seven
birds were givenu his neme though such things are oud of faghion now and the Wilson'a
gnipe (Common), Wilson®s Bluebird (Hastern), Wilson®s Terxn (Ccmmen), and Wilson's
Thrush (Veery) have been rensmed. #Aliogether he added almost 40 new gpe.des %o
those then kuown. Birdera still recognize him through Wilscn's Phalsvops, Wilson's
Plover, and Wilgson's Warbler.

NEXT I8sUE: John James Audubon

FEBRUARY FAMEILY NIGHT A GREAT SUGQESS

Meny themks to everyonc whs helped to maeke our February potluck at “he Riine-
landers so succesaful. Wiih between 50-60 people participating, meceuvering the
snow-covered lane was not eagy. The food wag delisious and the glides excellent=-
photographers keep your cameras busy eo we'll have an equally good selachion next
year. 4 special thanks to Nan and Fred for opening their home to us. We're sorry
Fred couldn't meke it--being snowed in in Boeton was the only excuss he could offerd

SPRING WILD FIOWER CHEGKLI ST BEING GONSILERED

Those of you who have & particular interesh in wild flowers sould help in a pro=
jeot which is belng considerved during the spring blooming period for the unext several
years, We need dates (beginning end ending) and general locetions for flowers you find
in the county. If you would be ivterested in keeping treck of such informetion when
you go sfield call Ghuck Dupree 796-1086 or try Jo Solem 725-5037,



