
LlLAHD 
0� THOLOGICAL 

SOClEIY . 
... 

WARD OUNTY CHA.PIER 
- .• .. :.., � . � - 

�--- 
JANUARY 197-5 

Vv.·. 
.VOLUME III NUMBER 5 

WE SUPP O R·T 
The Open Space Committee of the Oakland Mils Village 
Board is concerned about preeerving the natural 
enviornment of Columbia and are doing something about , '.i 

it. The Howard County Chapter of the Maryland · 
Ornithological Society supports the Committee's concept 

. plan and recommendations for open space management and 
several of our members have worked closely with the 
committee in an advisory capacity. Agencies which have 
been sources of information for the committee's 
recommendations include the U�n Wildlife Research 
Center, the Department of Natural Resources, the United 
States Department of Agriculture, the National Wildlife 
Federation ard the United States Fish,,and Wildlife Services. 
It is important to recognize that the�committee has 
sought the assistance of recognized experts so that the 
plan will be one that ca.n be implemented with optimal 
results; · 

:'ttte got.(ls of the Committee are-to provide wildliie-·hablbt- 
promoting use f"vr education, enrich aesthetic experience, 
and provide for sports and active recreation. 

The town meetints where residents, can hear the plan, ask questions, and offer 
suggestions will be held January 9, at 8 p.m. at Wilde Lake High School in the 
aud.itiorium, This date does conflict with our regularly scheduled program night 
so we are sending Dr. Erwin Klaas to represent the chapter and to voice its support 
for the committee's goals. - .. __ :::J ", , . .; � i .• 

' .. We do recommend our members and friends of the society follow the committee a. 
activities through attending its public meetings, following the newspaper articles, 
and we will continue to report on the progress and important activities in this 

f .. 
i 
i 

newsletter. 

WHOO P·E R REPOR? 

. ) . 

��� endangered whooping c�nes h�vc arrived on the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
P long the gulf coas t o:r .rexas after completing their 2, 600-mile fall migration 

"--..../�m Canada'� Nvrthwest territories. These. first arrivals are expected to be 
:fulJowed over the next several weeks by the rest of the world's population of 
wild whoopers which nest in Canada. Last fall, 49 whoopers-47 adults and 
2 young--migrated to Aransas. 
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FEBRUA...ttY 13, THURSDAY at 7:45 p.m.: Dr. Will:tam J. L. Sladen of Joh:ns 
Hopkins University will be the speaker-. Dr. Sladen heads a team of 
ecologists conducting a long-term study of the whtstling swan. The study 
hal' been/corid.ucted in collaboration with biologist3 fr.om Federal, State 
and Provinc:al Agencies in the U .s.A. and �a.nad.H .. , and with the help of 
private individuals and Foundations. Interest in such research bagan back 
in 1962 when a Viscount airliner with all passengers aboard was lost a:fter 
striking a flock of migrating swans.over Maryland. The purpose of the 
study has been to learn: how to minimize swan-a.ircraf-t hazards; what 
impact human environmental change has on swan behavior; what effect the 
oil industry will have on their br..eeding grounds; and why swans are now 
often seen feeding in fields instead of shallow water. 

T R I P S 

!ANUARY 18, SATURDAY: Kent Island birding touching on·several good are�s. 
This will involve moderate amount of walking (dress warmly). Ex1�1ct to 
see a good variety of water and land birds. Lunch and a thermos of ccJ:fee 
if you wish to spend the day. Leader: Larry Hood (730-9251). Meet a.t 
7sJO a.m. at Swansfield Elementary School parking lot for car pooling. 
FEBRUARY 15-17, WEEKEND: The annual J-day weekend trip this year will be 
a visit to the Outer Banks of North Carolin�. This is one of the richest 
birding areas in the country. Larry Hood will be the leader; call him 

..___,, very soon so pl.ans can be made for car pooling etc. Telepiior.;.e � '130�9251 � 

T R l P R � P O R 1' 

The local bird.lng trip :for December was led by Erv Klaas. Eight birders 
hiked along the Little Patuxent w1.th a side trip to Lake Kittama.qund.L, 
The oo.r-red owl birders always hope to see was seen and other pl.easarrt 
surprises were hooded mergansers, canvas backs and ga.dwaI.ls on the Lake , 

L O C A L S I G H T I N G S 
A beautiful red fox was observed one morning recently at close range ln the 
Lake Elkhorn area. The hungry animal was so intent on finding a suitable 
lunch that he did not not.ice the intruder for some time until, in facti) a 
sudden movement caught, his attention and the show was quickly ended wlth the 
star disappearing into the woods. A scene like that conv:1.nces one t.hat the 
wildlife habitats in our area must be preserved and to realize tho ir1:port.ance 
of supporting the work of the Open Space Com.rnit:t,ef, of the Oakland M!.11s 
Village Board, 

Lake Kitta.maqundi is t.he lake to scout frequently this year. Sunday, 
Jan, 5, there were 30 hooded mergansers (more females than ma Les }, 5 coot., 
several canvas backc O gadva .. lls, and the a.Lxays prosent, mallards'" Buf'f'Leheads 

.have also been seen there. Wilde Lake has been visited by ri.ng··billc::�d gulls 
;;- in number-s and usually, a virdto::- can find a c:i.n1asb2ck or t;,10,. 

If you have wllci.life si�htir:i�s to share �ii th cur readers, plea.SH caI l ?30-1527 after 6 p.mG ' . 


