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Is you strange creature a coaecn chfckad.ee , 
. Or a migrant a.louette "from P1CAJ;'dy? - .. 
You rush to consult your nature guide 
And inspect the galfory inside, 
But a bird in the opon never looks 
Like ita picture in the birdie books v- 
Or 1:f' it did, it haa changed its pl.ui.agc , � 
And plunges you back into ignorant gloo::.2ge. t 

:--�Tent is uhy I sit hero growing old by Ln cbca, · 
Wc-',chir.i,._� th� clock innt�.a.d of finch�!l, 

'j; But. J somat�e3 v_isua.lizc in �Y gin i. 
The Audubon that I auduban; -., -; , i 
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THE CONFESSIONS OF A NUTHATCH AVOIDER 
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Bird watchers top my honors list. 
I aimed to b3 one, but I missed. 
Since I'm both myopic and astigmatic, 
My aim turned out to be erratic, 
And I, b'3specto.cled and binocular, 
Exposed myself to conment jocular. 
Ve don't need too much biri..iloro, do we 
To tell a flamingo from a towhees 
Yet I Ccl.tlllot and never �ill, 
Unless the silly birds st.and still. 
I .... th�ro "s no enlighto.:uacnt in a. tour 
·�ornithological litorature, ----- 
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Program evenings will be the second Thursday of each month at the Swansfield 
Elementary School, Columbia. rHis year we will open the book store at 7130 p.m. 
(the best place in town to shop for special gifts), the program will begin at 
7145 p.m. and the business meeting will follow. 
SEFTE!·3ER 12, 7145 p.m.-- Dr. Tom Custera "Bird Studies Near Point Barrow, Alaska", 
a ta.ff<: with slides. Dr. Custer spent 7 summers studying Lapland longspurs in 
northern Alaska. 

OCTOBi'jR 10, 7,45 p,m. -- Dr. Bob Herndona "Eastern Shore Birding", exet;llent 
s1.iJ:e3 ta.ken over the pa.st few years (many on our field trips) at our National 
Wildlife Refuges in Virginia, Maryland, Dela.ware and New Jersey. 

F l � L D I RI P S 
As an organization, we are primarily interested in birds of Howard County and what · 
we can do to save them.· So this year we will have a one-half day field trip on 
each Saturday morning following the monthly program meeting. The trips will be 
to the local good birding areas and great for young birders--so make it a family 
outing. NOTE1 This month the trip will be on Sunday. 

SE:?TEMBER 15,SUNDAY -- One-half day local birding trip-meet promptly at 7130 a.m. 
at the Swc1nsfield Elementary School i:arking lot. David Holmes, Leader. 

\____.·SEPTl�MBER 221 SUNDAY& A special trip to beautiful Ha.wk Mountain near Kempton, Pa. 
This will be at the peak of the broad-winged hawk migration (thousands may be seen 
if tho weather is right). Last year on this da.te, sharp-shined, Cooper's, ir.a.rsh 
hawks, kestrel and osprey were also seen. A new head· q�l.rters building has opened 
since our last visit. This is a full day's trip so bring lunch. Meet at 7 a.in. 

· at Swa.nsfield Elementary School inrking lot for car-pooling. Larry Hood, leader •. 

OCTOBER 5, SATURDAY, We join the Middle Patuxent Valley Association for a local 
bh.·ding trip for beginners. The emphasis will be on how to use field guides and 
binoculars in identifying birds. Leader: · will be Jay Sheppard. 
�ee at 7130 a.m., Swar.sfield Elementary School parking lot. 

RENEW YOUR MEi�BErlSHIP PRO�IPTLY 

3EPI'EMBER BEGINS A NEW YEAR AND OUR THIRD SEASON. OUR CHAPI'ER HAS GROWN DURING 
TJl.AT TIME AND HAPPILY WE HA VE HAD VERY FEW WHO HA VE NOT R&'fEWED THEIR MEMBERSHIPS 
ANNUALLY. IT IS THAT TIT.E AGAIN AND WE ARE ATTACHING THE MEMBERSHIP FORM FOR 
YOUR CONVENIENCE. PLEASE RENEW PROMPTLY AND CO!'J.PLETE THE QUESTIONNAIHE. WE 
NEED YOUR HELP TO GROW "BIGGER AND BETTER" }u�D THE BOARD WOULD WELCONE MORE 
INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPATION IN SOME OF THE IriPORTANT AREAS WE HAVE NO'l1 BEEN ABLE 
TO DEVELOP, SUCH AS FIELD RESEARCH PROJECTS AND JUNIOR ACTIVITIF.S. Ile" YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP, PI&SE CONTACT TOM MOYER (730-0138), 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN. ' . 

SIGHTINGS, A pied-billed grebe on Wilde Lake on August 31 reminds us that the 
\_/'"fall migration ls underway and that visitors to the lake who feed and watch the 

mallards should bring binoculars to search out"' inte:res ting vi.;31 tors. 
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HOWARD COUNTY CHAE IER--MOS 

.. -: ·--·-··-··--·4"W-:· 

� M"":}1BERSHIP FORM 
"'"-" - . NAM§· 

.C!.A3SIFICAT!ON 
-�DATc 

_____ 
_...__ 

· DUES 
ADDRESS _ 

TELEPHONE ----- 
AG� OF J:JNIOR_ _ 

Note: 

Husband .& Wife •.•..•••••• · ••••• ·• $.· 
Adult (individuall •.• - •.•••.• � •• :. 
Stci�nt (�p to 18) ••.• � •••.•••• 
Stu1snt Cover 18) •••••••.•••••• 
Sus te ini ng .•.••••••••••••••••••• 

8.50 
6.00 
LSJ 

·4.00 
11.00 

4.00 
5.0.) 

Senicr adult •••••.•••••••••••••• 
s�n�or husband/wife •.•••••••••• 

' Checks .should be. made -payable to Howard County-MOS £nd meiled to: 

Life •••.. ·�···�--�············· lC0.00 

Ben Dawson 
5404 Iron Pen Place 
Columbia, Maryland 21044 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * '* * * * * * * * * 
.... -:· 

Wt' ask that you fill out this !: section of rhe fonn to help us j,lan activities 
·which w:.11 be of interest. to you· and to ·iqentify leaders among our members. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

-\._, 
NA).fE _ 

ADDRESS �--��----- 
. TELEPHONE -----�--- 

Field Interests: 
Birds 
Wildflowers 
Animal life 

Photography 

Listing 

Field Research Projects 

Conservation 
Wildlife 
Habitat 
Land/water resources 

f Legislation .,__ __ ..,_--4�--, 

Identification classes 

Lectures 

·Wilderness camping 

Weekend field trips 

Sanctuary Development 
· (local) 

Junior act f vdtd e s 
. 
Organized jobs 

Telephoning 

Other 

' 


