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Lobster Fungus Hypomyces lactifluorum 
(Schweinitz) Tulasne & C. Tulasne 

 

OVERALL: MPENA, 8/2/2010, R. Orr. 
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ID: Lactaria and Russula parasite. Surface orange/reddish-orange, 
rough. Use KOH. 

Habitat: Infects various members of Russulaceae (Lactaria, Russula), 
growing over surface and eventually distorting all parts. Parasitized caps 
are dense and often buried in conifer debris. 

Fruiting Body: Orange/reddish-orange; rough (like sandpaper). White 
and firm within. 

Ascospores: White. 

Frequency: Occasional. 

Locations: CASCT, DFWMA, LONGC, MPENA, WSTRP. 

Notes: Mycobank 212693. Anamorph unknown. KOH turns fruiting body 
viv id reddish-purple. 

References: Bar 83.  BBB 321.  BBF 531.  BBH 371.  Bni 559. 
BRBD 332, 90.  E&S 102.  K&M 219.  Lin 373, 294, 429.  M&M 528.   
Phi 379.  Rog.  Roo 496. 


